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About  the  Cover  ... 


HI  II    lo^ 


The  Bicentennial  Seal  proclaiming  "200  Years  of 
Commercial  Sugar  Production"  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

Next  year  marks  a  historic  event  in     much  more  will  be  distributed  across  the 
the  sugarcane  industry,  one  of  Louis-     state. 


iana's  oldest  and  strongest  industries. 
The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  will 
mark  200  years  of  commercial  sugar 


'The  sugarcane  bicentennial  will 

help  people  remember  the  rich  tapestry 

,     ^.          .^,                ,         1  .       ^  of  the  Louisiana  cane  industry's  past 

production  with  a  year-long  bicenten-  ,  ^       ^  •  i  i  i   • 

l-.i  ..i.u...;.^  .1,/.  u °^c.^.™       and   appreciate    its   quickly   evolving 


nial  celebration  that  began  in  Septem 
ber  at  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Festival  in  New  Iberia.  The  American 


status   on   the   cutting   edge   of  tech- 
nology," explained  Bicentennial  Chair- 

^  ^         T  ^11  man  Ramon  Billeaud.  "The  American 

Sugar  Cane  League  takes  pleasure  m  ^  r^        t  ^   t      •  •      • 

.       ^^  j_-        r  ^1.  Sugar  Cane  League  wants  Louisiamans 

sponsoring  the  commemoration  of  the  ^  i      ^      i        j 

..       ^       T,         ,,  ^        .   r.        j_  to  understand  and  appreciate  sugar- 

bicentennial,  and  hopes  to  reinforce  to  ,         ,  ^^, 

,      .  .      .      \,        .^  Tx  1    ^        ^1  canes  role   as  one   of   the   economic, 

Louisiamans  the  vitality  and  strength  ,.  ^     .     ,       j      i^       ^        -     ^         r^i 

^  ^,  •    1     /  historical  and  cultural  mainstays  of  the 

of  the  sugarcane  industry.  +  f    " 

Louisianians  will  be  seeing  many 

manifestations    of   the    bicentennial  For  more  information  about  bicen- 

throughout  the  coming  year.  Bumper  tennial  events  and  activities,  call  the 

stickers,  roadside  signs,  billboards,  a  American  Sugar  Cane  League  offices  at 

commemorative    poster,    videos,    and  (504)  448-3707. 
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CAMECO  PRESENTS 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J,  Melancon 


As  I  sit  to  dictate  this  letter,  I  have 
just  watched  LSU  ''grasp  defeat  from 
the  jaws  of  victory."  It  seems  as  though 
they  were  trying  to  model  themselves  in 
this  game  against  Auburn  as  the  New 
Orleans  Saints  do  so  successfully  every 
season.  Regardless,  it  was  time  for  me 
to  get  an  article  out  or  else!  Actually,  I 
have  started  dictating  three  separate  ar- 
ticles; and  when  I  played  them  back, 
each  time,  I  decided  I  would  do  my  arti- 
cle on  something  else.  Now,  I  am  in  a 
real  dilemma! 

By  the  time  you  receive  the  October 
issue,  we  will  be  well  into  the  1994 
grinding  season.  I  know  many  of  the 
farmers  throughout  the  belt  will  be  set 
back  by  bad  weather  and  will  not  be  get- 
ting their  plantings  done  in  a  timely 
manner.  Hopefully,  everyone  will  have 
completed  their  plantings  and  begun 
harvesting  without  many  problems,  and 
hopefully  those  will  be  only  small  ones. 
It  is  obvious  I  will  know  the  answer  to 
that  last  sentence  by  the  time  you 
receive  and  read  this  article. 

THE  HEARNE  PLANTER 

The  Hearne  Planter  was  modified  in 
an  attempt  to  facilitate  a  more  con- 
trolled planting  and  it  was  used  during 
the  entire  planting  season.  Charley 
Richard  indicated  that  he  would  attempt 
to  have  some  tests  run  behind  the 
planter  if  it  was  found  that  its  perfor- 
mance progressed  over  last  year's.  At 
last  report  they  were  still  tinkering  with 
the  planter  and  making  adjustments  as 
planting  season  went  along.  At  the  time 
that  I  was  dictating  this  article  the 
machine  was  still  planting  and  some 
tinkering  and  adjustments  to  the 
machine  were  still  being  made. 


TWO-ROW  GREEN  CANE 
COMBINE/HARVESTER 

The  Two-Row  Green  Cane  Combine/ 
Harvester,  at  September  30,  1994,  was 
being  prepared  for  the  grinding  season. 
As  most  of  you  all  are  probably  aware, 
a  loan  was  made  to  Walter  Landry  by 
the  League  to  accomplish  some 
modifications  to  the  machine  in  an  at- 
tempt to  get  it  to  a  commercial  cutting 
rate.  It  is  anticipated  that  information 
and  data  will  be  gathered  on  the 
machine  during  the  harvest  season  and 
the  League  will  report  those  findings  to 
you  in  as  timely  a  manner  as  possible. 

1995  FARM  BILL  MEETINGS 

The  League  leadership  has  been 
very  involved  in  meetings  and  delibera- 
tions between  the  cane  and  beet  sectors 
of  the  industry  for  the  past  several 
months.  Every  meeting  is  like  a  day  of 
grinding,  you  make  some  headway  some 
days,  and  some  days  you  have  break 
downs.  All  in  all,  I  have  become  more 
and  more  impressed  with  the  group  that 
is  your  League  leadership;  and,  I  can 
assure  you  that  you  are  well  represented 
by  Charles  Thibaut,  Bert  Beyt,  and 
Jerry  McKee.  They  are  a  "hell"  of  a 
team  that  is  spending  a  lot  of  time 
representing  your  industry  when  they 
could  be  home  at  their  jobs,  or  with  their 
families  and  friends.  We  have  spent 
numerous  days  meeting,  and  traveling 
to  meetings,  and  I  can  tell  you  that  most 
of  the  meetings  are  not  what  one  would 
call  "a  fun  event." 

Because  the  discussions  about 
marketing  allotments  in  the  1995  Food 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


GATT  UPDATE 

The  House  Ways  and  Means,  and 
Agriculture  and  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittees have  all  reported  bills.  The 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee  has  yet 
to  report  its  version  of  a  bill  thus  no  con- 
ference between  the  House  and  Senate 
is  scheduled.  As  of  this  date  there  has 
been  no  resolution  over  Senate  Ag  Com- 
mittee Chairman  Pat  Leahy's  (D-VT)  at- 
tempt at  including  dairy  legislation  as 
part  of  the  GATT  bill.  Concerns  about 
future  agriculture  policy  in  proposed 
GATT  enabling  legislation  were  ex- 
pressed in  a  letter  from  Senators 
Cochran  (R-MS),  Pryor  (D-Ar),  Heflin 
(D-AL),  Kerrey  (D-NE)  and  Craig  (R-ID). 
They  expressed  concern  that  GATT  im- 
plementing legislation  might  not  pre- 
vent the  US  from  violating  GATT 
obligations  in  future  farm  program  law, 
if  current  farm  law  is  not  extended. 
Without  extension  of  current  law,  per- 
manent farm  program  authority  falls 
under  '38  and  '49  Acts  which  would,  in 
effect,  authorize  support  payments  and 
market  controls  which  could  be  con- 
sidered in  violation  of  the  GATT.  The 
letter  suggested  that  extension  of  '90 
Farm  law  could  solve  future  GATT  com- 
pliance problems.  House  Ways  and 
Means  and  Senate  Finance  conferees 
met  on  August  19  and  came  to  a  ten- 
tative agreement  on  the  least  controver- 
sial financing  and  trade  provisions.  The 
provisions  include  1.3  billion  in  funding. 
There  is  still  a  $715  million  revenue 
shortfall  in  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee proposal.  Further  there  has  been 
no  agreement  with  regard  to  compensa- 
tion over  loss  of  tariff  revenues.  In  ad- 
dition, the  House  and  Senate  version  of 
the  Budget  Act  has  yet  to  be  resolved. 
The  Administration  is  working  with 
conferees  on  funding  proposals  already 


on  the  table.  It  is  likely  that  this  will  be 
worked  out  in  the  conference  process. 
The  conference  is  described  as  a  "mock" 
procedure  because  the  lawmakers  are 
not  working  on  actual  legislation  that 
has  been  introduced  and  that  Congress 
could  pass  without  change  at  a  later 
date.  Under  existing  fast-track  rules  for 
considering  trade  agreements,  once  the 
Administration  formally  introduces  its 
GATT  proposal  it  cannot  be  amended. 
On  September  14,  the  request  for  exten- 
sion of  fast-track  authority  was  official- 
ly dropped  by  the  Administration  which 
enhances  the  outlook  for  passage  of  the 
legislation.  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
Acting  Chairman  Sam  Gibbons  (D-FL) 
announced  on  September  14  that  the 
target  for  completion  of  the  House  and 
Senate  conference  would  be  September 
20,  1994. 

SENATE  AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 
CHIEF  OF  STAFF  LEAVES 

Chuck  Riemenschneider,  the  Chief 
of  Staff  of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee, has  been  approved  by  USD  A  and 
the  State  Department  for  a  senior  job 
with  the  United  Nations'  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization.  Riemen- 
schneider has  been  with  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee  since  1987. 

CROP  INSURANCE  REFORM 

This  legislation  requires  USDA's 
Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  to 
establish  a  new  catastrophic  risk  protec- 
tion plan  for  crop  losses  or  prevented 
plantings  caused  by  drought,  flood,  or 
other  natural  disasters.  Basic  coverage 
would  be  provided  to  farmers  paying  an 
administrative  fee  of  $50  per  crop  per 
county  with  a  maximum  of  $100  per 
county  for  an  individual.  Farmers  who 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

USDA  STATION  —  PLANTING  MAPS  —  HARVEST  SCHEDULE 
DON'T  PLOW  OUT  STUBBLE  TOO  EARLY  —  CROP  REPORT 


In  the  March  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin,  it  was  reported  that  the  USDA 
Station  in  Houma,  Louisiana  was  one  of 
19  facilities  scheduled  for  closure.  A 
tremendous  amount  of  work  was  done 
by  numerous  people  to  overturn  this 
action  in  House  and  Senate  committees. 
Favorable  reports  were  received  from 
both  branches  with  regards  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  budget  for  Houma  for 
at  least  one  more  year.  However,  a  last 
minute  Senate  amendment  by  Senators 
Leahy  and  Lugar  was  passed  which  vir- 
tually killed  any  chance  of  keeping  the 
19  facilities  open.  On  September  19, 
1994,  a  Conference  Committee  met  to 
iron  out  differences  between  Senate  and 
House  versions  of  the  agricultural  ap- 
propriations bill  for  the  October  1, 1994 
to  September  30,  1995  budget  year. 
Senator  Johnston  was  a  member  of  this 
conference  committee  and  he  saw  to  it 
that  Houma  was  one  of  ten  stations 
which  would  have  funding  continued  for 
one  additional  year. 

This  Sugar  Bulletin  column  normal- 
ly concerns  science  and  its  impact  on 
sugarcane  production  and  processing  in 
Louisiana,  rather  than  politics.  How- 
ever, it  should  be  recognized  that 
sometimes  science  and  politics  are 
forced  to  meet.  All  of  the  members  of 
this  industry,  having  a  good  apprecia- 
tion for  science,  should  be  grateful  for 
the  work  of  the  entire  Louisiana  Con- 
gressional delegation.  Also  it  should  be 
noted  that  Ms.  Martha  Scott  Fisacker- 
ly,  from  the  League's  Washington  office 
of  Wallace  and  Edwards,  worked  very 
hard  to  get  information  in  the  right 
hands  in  Congress  and  should  be  com- 
mended for  her  outstanding  efforts. 

As  noted  above,  the  conference  com- 


mittee has  recommended  that  the 
budget  for  the  Houma  Station  has  been 
reinstated  for  one  year.  This  means  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Houma  Station  will 
have  to  be  reassessed  in  order  to  decide 
whether  it  should  be  funded  for  the  1996 
fiscal  year.  Between  now  and  that  time, 
a  better  link  between  the  Houma  facili- 
ty and  other  sugarcane  research  units 
in  the  U.S.  will  have  to  be  demonstrated. 
Additionally,  an  overall  network  of 
sugar  related  facilities  is  being  planned 
which  would  increase  the  base  of  sup- 
port in  Congress  for  sugar  research  as 
well  as  increased  communication  be- 
tween scientists  working  in  different 
disciplines.  This  sharper  focus  would 
also  insure  that  there  is  no  duplication 
of  efforts  and  would  allow  for  industry 
problems  to  be  prioritized.  There  will  be 
more  information  presented  in  future  ar- 
ticles concerning  this  networking  of 
research  facilities  as  a  long  term  ap- 
proach to  improving  sugar  related 
research. 

PLANTING  MAPS 

Nearly  every  year  at  this  time, 
League  agronomists  preach  to  industry 
members  the  importance  of  keeping 
good  records  of  the  planting  season. 
While  it  is  still  fresh  in  your  mind,  you 
should  record  exactly  where  each  varie- 
ty is  planted  and  the  seed  source  of  each 
field.  With  so  many  of  the  newer 
varieties  resembling  each  other,  it  is  im- 
portant that  you  know  just  where  each 
variety  is  planted.  Because  of  the 
presence  of  so  many  diseases  throughout 
the  industry,  it  is  also  extremely  impor- 
tant that  you  record  the  field's  seed 
source  and  where  the  seed  cane  plots  for 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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mwDvcm  mw  sooo  series  tractors 


Now  get  visMty,  maneuverability,  power, 
and  control  unprecedented  in  tractors  this  size 


The  all-new  160-  to  225-hp  John 
Deere  8000  Series  Tractors  feature 
a  unique,  patented  design  that 
greatly  opens  up  crop  visibility  and 
substantially  reduces  turn  radius. 
New  high-torque  7.6  and  8.1  L 
engines,  with  exclusive  electronic 


engine  control,  give  you  up  to  10 
percent  power  bulge  capabilities. 
And,  you  get  over  15,000  pounds  of 
optional  hitch-lift  capacity  on  the 
two  larger  models . . .  over  14,000 
pounds  on  the  two  smaller  models. 
See  us  for  all  the  details. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 


The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA  Lafayette,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (318)  233-8645 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.  Sunshine  Equipment  Co.      Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(504)446-5061  (504)473-9861  (318)365-6667 

Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(318)828-1332  (318)643-2249 


Now!  Special 
incentives  on  oil 
new  John  Deere 
Tractors  ttirough 

October  3V'. 

See  us  today. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

NEW,  MAYBE,  AND  USEFUL,  PERHAPS,  IDEAS 


Anyone  actively  involved  in 
research  and  development,  or  technical 
improvements  in  general,  should  have 
plenty  of  new  ideas  as  a  routine  matter. 
The  mind  should  be  tuned  to  thinking 
in  this  way  and  also  be  adequately 
prepared  for  the  evaluation  of  these 
ideas,  at  least  on  a  basic  level.  Most 
ideas  are  either  not  new  and  not 
workable  for  a  variety  of  reasons  and  the 
successful  researcher  has  to  be  able  to 
discard  these  with  little  delay.  The  idea 
may  be  sound  from  a  scientific  stand- 
point but  not  practical  for  development 
into  a  working  system.  The  basis  for 
judgement  has  to  be  a  good  appreciation 
of  the  limitations  of  technology  in 
general  and  the  sugar  industry  in 
particular. 

Research  is  a  specialized  field  but 
the  researcher  must  avoid  the  arrogance 
of  assuming  that  useful  and  novel 
developments  cannot  come  from  many 
sources,  especially  the  experienced 
worker  in  an  operating  plant.  They  see 
the  problems  much  more  closely  than 
the  researcher  who  is  usually  at  a 
distance  from  the  process.  The  special 
skill  of  the  researcher  must  include  the 
evaluation  and  development  of  others' 
ideas,  while  giving  them  the  credit  for 
the  original  inspiration. 

The  way  through  from  laboratory 
research  to  implementation  may  not  be 
seen  by  the  pioneering  research  group 
and  their  work,  after  it  becomes  general- 
ly known,  may  be  commercialized  by 
others.  There  are  several  examples  of 
this  in  the  sugar  industry.  A  broad 


range  of  talents  in  a  research  group  and 
easy  exchange  of  ideas  is  desirable  since 
so  many  research  and  development  pro- 
jects involve  multi-disciplinary 
problems. 

Different  areas  of  research  present 
quite  different  problems.  Improvements 
in  analytical  systems  and  process 
chemicals,  for  example,  can  often  be 
achieved  with  relatively  little  capital  ex- 
pense and  using  existing  facilities.  Ma- 
jor changes  in  process  and  products  can 
only  be  achieved  with  extensive  develop- 
ment work,  involving  a  range  of 
disciplines  and  at  considerable  expense. 
Some  examples  of  new  approaches 
follow  and  it  is  left  to  the  reader  to  pass 
judgement  on  them. 

Before  dealing  with  some  perhaps 
feasible  examples,  it  is  worth  noting  the 
following  story  of  how  research  is  seen 
by  interested  people  with  limited 
knowledge.  When  told  that  one  of  the 
problems  associated  with  dextran  in  the 
crystallization  process  is  the  formation 
of  elongated  crystals,  one  producer  pro- 
posed that  the  research  scientists  should 
develop  a  machine  that  would  break  all 
the  crystals  so  that  the  refiners  would 
not  see  them  and  therefore  not  know 
that  there  was  any  problem  with  the 
sugar! 

All  designs  of  cane  harvester  rely  on 
cutting  the  stalks  close  to  the  ground. 
To  avoid  pulling  out  the  stool,  causing 
problems  of  soil  and  trash  in  the  mill 
and  reduced  yield  the  following  year.  A 
clean  cut  is  most  desirable.  Rotating 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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1994  (1993  Crop)  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Award  Program 

Parish  Winners 


Parish 

Ascension 

Assumption 

Avoyelles 

Iberia 

Iberville 

Lafayette 

Lafourche 

Pointe  Coupee 

Rapides 

St.  James 

St.  John  the  Baptist 

St.  Landry 

St.  Martin 

St.  Mary 

Terrebonne 

Vermilion 

West  Baton  Rouge 


Name 

McManor  Plantation,  Inc. 
R  &  R  Farms,  Inc. 
Lloyd  Newton 
Lynn  Guillotte  Farm 
Sugar  Haven  Farm 
3-D  Sugar  Farms,  Inc. 
Denis  Knobloch,  Jr. 
Fusilier  Brothers 
Henry  Corley 
Dornier  Farm 
Goldmine  Plantation 
Hebert  Farms 
Eric  &  Daniel  Dupont 
Antoine  Luke 
H  &  D  Farms,  Inc. 
Raymond  Lee  Mitchell 
Robert  Morris 


Sugarcane 
Acres  Grown 

664.5 

407.7 

582 

185.3 

499.6 

1,109.0 
165.4 
129.8 
326 
380.0 
601.0 

1,837.2 
180.2 
659.5 
468.2 
134.6 
494.6 


Sugar/Acre 

6,369 

6,767 

5,878 

6,026 

6,657 

6,181.98 

7,842 

5,606 

6,556.89 

6,688 

6,007 

5,797.8 

5,573.63 

5,363.8 

5,130 

5,175.2 

5,046 


Top  20  Producers 


Rank     Name 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


Parish 

Dennis  Knobloch,  Jr.  Lafourche 

R  &  R  Farms,  Inc.  Assumption 

Euel  Zeringue  &  Son  Lafourche 

Dornier  Farm  St.  James 

Sugar  Haven  Farm  Iberville 

Henry  Corley  Rapides 

Waguespack  Farms  St.  James 

Keith  Zeringue  Lafourche 

McManor  Plantation,  Inc.  Ascension 

Huey  Simoneaux  &  Son  Assumption 

Martin  &  Poche  St.  James 

Acosta  Brothers  Lafourche 

Blackberry  Farms  St.  James 

3-D  Sugar  Farms,  Inc.  Lafayette 

M.A.  Gautreau  &  Co.  Ascension 

Simon  Landry  Assumption 

Dominick  Campesi  Iberville 

Tro-Lon  Ray  Farm  Lafourche 

Laurel  Valley  Plantation  Lafourche 

Lynn  Guillotte  Farm  Iberia 


Sugarcane 

Acres  Sugar/Acre 


165.4 
407.7 
202.9 
380.0 
499.6 
326 
1,491.4 
143.7 
664.5 
239.0 
744.9 
624.9 
1,099.6 
1,109.0 
533.8 
92.6 
736.2 
301.0 
739.8 
185.3 
(Contin 


7,842 
6,767 
6,732 
6,688 
6,657 
6,556.89 
6,427 
6,401 
6,369 
6,280 
6,250 
6,226 
6,193 
6,181.98 
6,127 
6,123 
6,110 
6,085 
6,080 
6,026 
ued  on  page  1 1) 
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High  Yield  Award  Program    (Continued  from  page  lo) 
District  Acreage  Category  Winners 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT 

Acreage 

Sugarcane 

Category 

Name 

Parish 

Acres  Grown 

Sugar/Acre 

0-199.9 

Fusilier  Brothers 

Pointe  Coupee 

129.8 

5,606 

200-699.9 

Henry  Corley 

Rapides 

326 

6,556.89 

700-1499.9 

Newton  Cane 

Avoyelles 

1,094 

5,589 

1500-H 

Hebert  Farms 

St.  Landry 

1,837.2 

5,797.8 

Non  Quota 

Roger  Brown 

Avoyelles 

25 

6,225                        1 

TECHE  DISTRICT 

0-199.9 

Lynn  Guillotte  Farm 

Iberia 

185.3 

6,026 

200-699.9 

Rebel  "V"  Farm 

Iberia 

659.7 

5,745 

700-1499.9 

3D  Sugar  Farms,  Inc. 

Lafayette 

1,109 

6,181.98 

1500  + 

A  &  M  Farms,  Inc. 

Iberia 

2,049.9 

5,689 

Non  Quota 

Clint  Freyou  Farms 

Iberia 

95.7 

6,432 

RIVER-BAYOU  LAFOURCHE  DISTRICT 

0-199.9 

Denis  Knobloch,  Jr. 

Lafourche 

165.4 

7,842 

200-699.9 

R  &  R  Farms,  Inc. 

Assumption 

407.7 

6,767 

700-1499.9 

Waguespack  Farms 

St.  James 

1,491.4 

6,427 

1500  + 

St.  Louis  Planting  Co. 

Iberville 

3,108.8 

5,793 

Non  Quota 

Ivy  Bye 

St.  James 

19.7 

7,091 

Farm  Financing  From 
Foilcs  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


LESTER  SIMON 
New  Iberia  •  (318)  364-0217 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 
Thibodaux  •  (504)  446-9450 


OCTOBER,  1994 


11 


THE  NEW  5220  MAXXUM' : 

PROOF  THAT  LEADERSHIP 

NEVER  STANDS  STILL. 


t9'""- 


'•^A^i^r.^fr 


Three  years  ago,  the  original  line  of  Case  International 
MAXXUM  tractors  set  a  standard  for  the  mid-size 
class  that  is  yet  to  be  matched.  And  now  that  standard 
is  about  to  be  raised.  ■  Introducing  the  new  5220 
MAXXUM — A  mid-size  tractor  that  refuses  to  act  that 
way.  With  the  kind  of  deep,  reassuring  power  reserves 
that  fieldwork  demands.  A  standard  16F/I2R 
transmission  that  ensures  total  versatility.  And  a  list 
of  features  so  complete  that  no  job  will  seem  out  of 
reach.    ■    For  three  years,  we've  compiled  your 


5220  MAXXUM:  80  PTO  hp 

suggestions  regarding  the  original  MAXXUM  line. 
And  now  those  suggestions  are  part  of  every  new 
5220.  ■  You  wanted  more  visiblity;  we  added 
exclusive  all-glass  doors.  You  asked  for  easier 
implement  attachment;  we  added  ground-level  hitch 
control.  You  wanted  more  muscle;  we  added 
horsepower,  durability  and  efficiency.  All  in  all, 
more  than  50  changes  have  been  made.  ■  Stop 
by  and  see  the  new  5220  MAXXUM  today.  And 
bring  along  some  high  expectations. 

©1992  J I  Cast 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


^wltzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


participate  in  price  support  and  FmHA 
loan  programs  will  be  required  to  pur- 
chase insurance.  The  program  indem- 
nifies crop  losses  in  excess  of  50  percent 
of  normal  yield  at  60  percent  of  the 
estimated  market  price  of  the  commodi- 
ty. The  Bill  would  revoke  the  authority 
of  Congress  to  enact  future  disaster  aid 
for  crop  losses.  Crop  insurance  reform 
passed  the  House  on  August  5, 1994  by 
a  voice  vote  after  extensive  debate  on 
the  funding  of  the  legislation.  On 
August  25,  1994,  the  Senate  by  voice 
vote  passed  its  version  of  the  Bill,  S. 
2095.  The  Senate  also  attached  the 
USDA  Reorganization  Bill  it  had 
adopted  earlier  this  year  in  an  effort  to 
short  cut  a  House  procedural  dispute 
that  would  impose  risk  assessments  on 
all  USDA  regulations.  This  has  held  up 
floor  consideration  of  the  Reorganization 


Bill.  The  Senate  move  will  take  the 
Reorganization  Bill  directly  to  a  House- 
Senate  Conference  committee  consider- 
ing the  Crop  Insurance  Bill.  The  House 
is  expected  to  act  on  USDA  Reorganiza- 
tion before  Congress's  target  adjourn- 
ment date  of  October  7,  1994.  The 
Senate  bill  also  provides  for  emergency 
disaster  aid  for  producers  who  had  losses 
in  1994. 


SECRETARY  ESPY  EXTENDS 
CRP  CONTRACTS 

USDA  Secretary  Mike  Espy  announced 
that  farmers  enrolled  in  the  Conserva- 
tion Reserve  Program  with  contracts 
that  expire  September  30,  1995,  will 
have  the  option  to  extend  contracts  for 
another   year.    The    one   year   option 

(Continued  on  page  14) 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA     318-229-6415 
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(Continued  from  page  13) 


provides  time  for  a  debate  without  con- 
tracts expiring  during  the  contentious 
farm  bill  debate  next  year. 

WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  SUPPLY 
AND  DEMAND  ESTIMATES 

U.S.  sugar  production  in  fiscal  year 
1991/95  is  projected  at  a  record  high  of 


7.84  million  short  tons,  raw  value, 
which  is  up  60,000  tons  from  last  month 
and  4  percent  higher  than  1993/94. 
These  estimates  are  based  on  the 
September  12,  1994,  USDA  Crop  Pro- 
duction Report.  Forecast  imports  in 
1994/95  are  reduced,  and  ending  stocks 
are  increased  slightly. 


WASDE-294.11 
U.S.  Sugar  Supply  and  Use  ^ 


Item 

1992/93 

1993/94 
Estimate 

1994/95 

Projections 

August 

September 

1,000  short  tons,  raw  value 

Beginning  stocks  2 

1,450 

1,673 

1,368 

1,368 

Production  2 

7,773 

7,530 

7,780 

7,840 

Beet  sugar  3 

4,392 

4,050 

4,420 

4,500 

Cane  sugar  ^ 

3,381 

3,480 

3,360 

3,340 

Imports  2 

2,039 

1,815 

2,110 

2,070 

Under  quota  ^ 

1,335 

1,135 

1,450 

1,405 

Other  6 

704 

580 

660 

665 

Total  supply 

1 1 ,262 

11,018 

1 1 ,258 

1 1 ,278 

Exports  2  7 

486 

500 

530 

530 

Domestic  deliveries  2 

9,063 

9,150 

9,275 

9,275 

Domestic  food  use 

8,900 

9,005 

9,105 

9,100 

Other  8 

163 

145 

170 

175 

Miscellaneous  ^ 

40 

0 

0 

0 

Use,  total 

9,589 

9,650 

9,805 

9,805 

Ending  stocks  2 

1,673 

1,368 

1,453 

1,473 

Stocks  to  use  ratio 

17.5 

14.2 

14.8 

15.0 

1  Fiscal  years  beginning  Oct.  1.  Puerto  Rico  not  included. 

2  Historical  data  are  from  ASCS,  "Sweetener  Market  Data." 

3  Forecast  for  1994/95  is  based  on  sugar  beet  production  in  the  September  12  "Crop  Production"  report. 
Sugar  recovery  from  beets  is  the  projected  linear  trend  for  1982-93.  Net  additional  sugar  from 
desugarization  of  molasses  is  forecast  at  235,000  STRV. 

'^  Forecast  for  1994/95  mainland  is  based  on  sugarcane  production  in  the  September  12  "Crop  Pro- 
duction" report,  forecast  percent  of  cane  harvested  for  sugar,  and  sugar  recovery  from  cane  equal 
to  the  1989-93  average  excluding  the  high  and  low  years  for  each  state.  Hawaii  forecast  is  based 
on  information  from  knowledgeable  sources. 

5  Actual  arrivals  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  with  late  entries  and  quota  overfills  assigned  to  the  fiscal 
year  in  which  they  actually  arrived.  Forecast  imports  under  quota  in  1994/95  assume  a  shortfall  of 
83,000  tons  from  the  quotas  covering  fiscal  years  1993,  1994,  and  1995. 

6  Quota  exempt  imports  (for  reexport,  for  polyhydric  alcohol,  from  Canada,  and  high-duty). 
^  Mostly  reexports  and  shipments  to  Puerto  Rico. 

8  Transfer  to  sugar  containing  products  for  reexport,  for  nonedible  alcohol,  and  feed. 

9  Residual. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  14) 


HOUMA  STATION 
RECEIVES  FUNDING 

Conferees  reached  a  final  decision  on 
September  19,  1994  on  agriculture  ap- 
propriations for  fiscal  year  1995.  Both 
Houses  of  Congress  must  now  give  final 
approval  to  the  conference  report  before 
Presidential  approval  can  occur.  Con- 
ferees cut  funding  for  the  Department's 
Market  Promotion  Program  (MPP)  to 
$85.5  million.  The  MPP  which  provides 
subsidies  to  U.S.  commodity  trade 
organizations  and  food  processors  to 
advertise  in  foreign  markets,  received 
$100  million  in  fiscal  year  1994.  The 
overall  bill  provides  approximately  $68 
billion  in  spending  for  USDA  in  fiscal 
year  1995.  The  conference  committee  re- 
jected Senate  language  which  would 
have  eliminated  funding  for  the 
Agricultural  Research  Stations  and  ac- 
cepted the  measure  passed  in  the  House 
allowing  10  of  the  19  stations  to  remain 
open.  Funding  has  been  appropriated  for 
one  year  to  remain  at  fiscal  year  1994 


level.  The  stations  that  will  remain  open 
are  listed  as  follows:  Houma,  LA, 
Brawley,  CA,  Miami,  FL,  Sidney,  MT, 
Chatsworth,  NJ,  East  Grand  Fork,  MN, 
Hilo,  HI,  El  Reno,  OK,  Brownwood,  TX, 
and  Jackson,  TN.  The  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  has  the  discretion  to  close 
the  other  nine  stations. 


CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  sugarcane  production  for  sugar 
and  seed  September  1  is  forecast  at  31.2 
million  tons,  down  fractionally  from  the 
August  1  forecast.  These  forecasts  are 
virtually  unchanged  from  last  year's 
output.  The  area  for  harvest,  942,600 
acres,  is  down  1  percent  from  the  August 
1  forecast  and  down  fractionally  from  a 
year  ago. 

Louisiana  growers  removed  some 
acreage  that  was  damaged  from  the 
1990  freeze.  Acres  intended  for  harvest 
in  Louisiana  was  down  3  percent  from 
the  August  forecast. 


Sugarcane  for  Sugar  and  Seed:  Area  Harvested,  Yield,  and  Production 
by  State  and  United  States.  1992-93  and  Forecasted  September  1,  1994. 


Area  Harvested 

Yield  1 

Production 

1 

State 

1993 

1994 

1993 

1994 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1,000 

Acres 

To 

ns 

1 

,000  Tonj 

s 

FL 

444.0 

445.0 

34.1 

34.0 

14,707 

15,152 

15,130 

HI 

69.9 

67.7 

80.2 

87.0 

5,622 

5,606 

5,890 

LA 

390.0 

385.0 

22.8 

23.0 

8,706 

8,904 

8,855 

TX 

44.4 

44.9 

32.4 

28.7 

1,328 

1,439 

1,289 

US 

948.3 

942.6 

32.8 

33.1 

30,363 

31,101 

31,164 

1  NET  TONS. 
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GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


STOP 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 

GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269        (504)  447-2696 


MADE  FOR  MUD 


4  WHEEL  DRIVE  MUDDER  TRACTOR 
88  ENGINE  HORSEPOWER 
HIGH  BACK  DELUXE  SEAT 
OVER  26  INCHES  CROP  CLEARANCE 


•  16  FORWARD  4  REVERSE  TRANSMISSION 

•  DIFFERENTIAL  LOCK 

•  12.4- 32  Rl  FRONT  TIRES 

•  13.6- 46  R2  REAR  TIRES 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


Kubofo 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


Security  Act  (Farm  Bill)  are  ongoing  and 
change  from  meeting  to  meeting,  it  is 
hard  to  give  you  an  update  in  writing, 
particularly  in  this  issue  which  will  not 
actually  be  received  by  you  until  mid- 
October.  By  then,  what  has  transpired 
in  the  past  week,  and  may  transpire  in 
the  next  week,  will  probably  be  old 
news.  I  would  ask  that  if  you  have  an 
interest  in  what  is  on-going  to  please 
contact  me  or  attend  the  League  meet- 
ings. This  is  your  organization,  the 
membership  is  briefed  monthly  on  all 
issues.  Meetings  are  held  on  the  last 
Wednesday  of  every  month  at  the 
Howard  Johnson  in  Thibodaux  at  1:30 
p.m.  If  there  is  a  change  in  that  meeting 
date  or  time,  you  simply  need  to  call  the 
office  or  call  the  League  Board  member 
from  your  area  to  inquire  as  to  the  time 
and  place.  We  want  you  to  know  what 
is  happening  and  we  want  to  keep  you 
informed. 

WEST  BATON  ROUGE 
PARISH  MUSEUM 

I  received  a  call  this  past  week  from 
Kenneth  Kahao  of  West  Baton  Rouge 
Parish.  He  informed  me  that  the  West 
Baton    Rouge    Parish    Museum    was 


putting  together  a  display  on  the  sugar 
cane  industry,  particularly  in  West 
Baton  Rouge  Parish.  He  asked  that  if 
anyone  had  any  pictures  or  memorabilia 
that  they  are  willing  to  donate  or  loan 
for  reproduction  to  the  museum,  to 
please  contact  Caroline  Kennedy  at 
(504)  336-2422.  As  Kenneth  said,  he 
witnessed  quite  a  lot  of  changes  in  the 
sugar  industry  in  his  lifetime.  Unfor- 
tunately, like  most  growers,  he  was  too 
busy  to  stop  and  take  pictures  of  many 
of  the  events  or  equipment  of  the  time. 
If  any  of  you  reading  this  article,  par- 
ticularly in  the  West  Baton  Rouge 
Parish  area,  have  any  memorabilia, 
please  give  Caroline  a  call. 


1 

ICropmate 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

JEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 

II                 ~     FERTILIZER     | 

■j^^^^Q^^^Hl 

JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA          I 
Highway  182,  West 
318/276-5051 

WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 

L 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 


OCTOBER,  1994 


17 


IN  THE  FACTORY      (Continued  from  page  9) 


knives  are  standard  but  there  are  cut- 
ting technologies  used  in  other  in- 
dustries that  could  possibly  apply.  High 
pressure  water  jets  are  routinely  used  to 
cut  wood,  plastic,  metal  and  multiple 
layers  of  fabric.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
such  jets  would  cut  cane  and  they  would 
have  the  advantages  of  not  requiring 
cleaning  after  being  in  diseased  cane 
and  not  dragging  out  the  stools  in  mud- 
dy conditions.  The  jets  could  move  with 
the  contour  of  the  land  and  the  height 
of  the  cane  (if  used  for  topping)  and 
recover  more  millable  cane  from  the 
field.  Multiple  jets  would  have  to  be  used 
to  ensure  that  all  the  cane  was  cut  since 
a  momentary  stop  of  a  single  jet  would 
leave  cane  uncut  as  the  harvester  moved 
along  the  row.  This  all  seems  very  good, 
but  several  problems  arise  that  only 
become  clear  after  talking  with  the 
manufacturers  of  water  jet  cutting 
equipment.  First,  the  water  and  power 
consumption  is  high  with  water 
pressures  over  100,000  psi.  Second,  the 
water  quality  required  is  high  with 
micro-filtration  necessary  to  prevent 
fine  particles  from  damaging  the  nozzles 
in  the  jets.  This  would  make  in-field  fill- 
ing of  the  water  tanks  difficult  and  the 
harvester  would  be  very  heavy. 

Acoustic   emission   monitors   were 
first  developed  for  detecting  cracks  in 


HEARNE  AUTOMATIC  PLANTERS 


SIMPLY  BETTER 


•  SIMPLE 

•  RUGGED 

•  RELIABLE 


NEW  OR 
RETROFIT  UNITS 


for  information  call: 

318-942-8180  or  fax  318-942-8377 

HEARNE  CONSULTING,  INC. 

120  Bois  de  Chene,  Opelousas,  LA  70570 


tanks  and  pipes.  This  technology  is  now 
being  tried  for  the  monitoring  of 
crystallization  processes.  As  currently 
produced,  the  monitor  consists  of 
stainless  steel  rods  that  extend  into  a 
fluid  to  provide  targets  for  collision  with 
the  moving  crystals  and  these  collisions 
generate  accoustic  activity.  The  other 
end  of  the  rods,  located  outside  the 
vessel,  are  mounted  with  sensors  that 
vibrate  in  response  to  the  accoustic  ac- 
tivity and  generate  an  electric  current. 
The  size  of  the  current  is  related  to  the 
movement  of  the  crystals  in  the  system. 
The  probes  can  be  quite  long  and  cover 
a  large  area  in  the  crystallization 
system.  An  accoustic  system  is  the 
essential  part  of  an  instrument 
developed  in  Australia  for  the  detection 
of  crystals  in  final  molasses.  Is  this  type 
of  system  applicable  to  vacuum  pans? 
Are  the  high  viscosity  and  relatively 
slow  movement  of  the  crystals  in  the 
massecuite  limitations  that  prevent  the 
application? 

Approximately  10%  of  the  energy 
from  bagasse  is  not  recovered  since  the 
water  vapor  in  the  flue  gas  is  not  con- 
densed. This  water  is  produced  from 
both  the  moisture  in  the  bagasse  and  the 
combustion  process.  Systems  exist  in 
some  industries  for  condensation  of  such 
vapors  and  heat  recovery.  Special  heat 
exchangers  are  required  and  the 
removal  of  particulate  matter  from  the 
flue  gas  is  essential  to  avoid  fouling  of 
the  system.  The  heat  exchangers  are 
available  and  several  types  of  filters, 
baghouses,  etc.  are  possible  for  par- 
ticulate removal.  These  particulate 
removal  systems  would  handle  many  of 
the  environmental  concerns  with 
bagasse  boilers.  A  low  temperature 
energy  recovery  cycle  is  appropriate  and 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

(Continued  from  page  18) 

these  are  currently  in  use  in  geothermal 
plants.  With  reasonable  efficiency  it 
could  be  possible  to  generate  about  10 
MW  of  electric  power  from  condensation 
of  the  vapor  from  a  mill  processing 
10,000  tons  of  cane  per  day.  There  are, 
of  course,  significant  technical  and 
financial  problems  to  be  solved. 

Perhaps  these  ideas  are  pipe  dreams. 
However,  I  do  think  that  it  is  valuable 
to  speculate  on  what  could  be  done.  The 
broad  and  deep  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  the  industry  needs  to  be  com- 
bined to  solve  these  and  similar  prob- 
lems that  are  beyond  the  capability  of 
individuals  or  small  groups  of 
researchers. 


As  noted  in  "Washington 
Update"  and  "Farm  Notes,  " 
the  USDA-ARS,  Houma 
Research  Station  has  been 
funded  for  the  upcoming 
budget  year  (FY  94/95). 
Senator  J.  Bennett  Johnston 
ultimately  was  the  crucial 
member  in  Congress  responsi- 
ble for  putting  Houma  back  in 
the  budget.  The  entire  Louis- 
iana delegation  has  been  total- 
ly supportive  of  our  efforts  to 
keep  Houma.  It's  not  often 
these  law  makers  receive 
notes  of  thanks,  but  I  think 
they  are  in  order.  If  you  need 
the  mailing  address  or  fax 
number  for  any  or  all  of  the 
Louisiana  delegation,  please 
call  the  League  office.  I  en- 
courage you  to  write  —  Houma 
is  essential  to  our  industry. 


Ralph  Caillier 
Trucking,  Inc. 

—  A  Louisiana  Corporation  — 

Raw  Sugar  Contract  Carrier 
LPSC  1637 

Breaux  Bridge,  LA. 

(31 8)  228-2667  Pager  (31 8)  267-81 09 


Assistant  Manager 

for 
Sugarcane  Operation 

1500  Acre  Farm 
Lower  Mississippi  River  Area 

Age,  Marital  Status,  Experience 

and 
Education  Will  Be  Considered 

Position  will  require 

Sonne  Office,  as  well 

as  Shop  work. 

Send  Resume  to: 

Lanaux  Brothers  Farm 
156  Glendale  PItn.  Rd. 
Edgard,  LA  70049 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 
the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 
loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  Soutii  Louisiana 
Baton  Rouge  Opelousas  ^ 

BMUHOntM 


LA^^JDBA^^JK 


(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461 


LENDER 

(ESholf  10/93) 


^Specializing  In  Transmission  and  Differential 

Rebuilding  For  All  Sizes,  Makes,  and  Models 

of  Trucks,  Steiger  &  Versatile  Tractors 


TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 

TRANSMISSION 

• 

Fuller                           •  Spicer 

• 

New  Process               •  Clark 

• 

GMC                            •  Warner 

• 

International 

^(|v^mr|[by^^^ 

SPECIALIST 

Transfer  Cases 

•  Rockwell  •  New  Process  •  FWD 

DIFFERENTIALS 

• 

Eaton                           •   Rockwell 

• 

International                •  GMC 

• 

Dana-Spicer 

ALSO  STOCKING  AN  ASSORTMENT  OF 
REBUILT  &  USED  DIESEL  ENGINES 


•  Full  Service  Repair  Shop 

•  Engine  Overhauls 

•  Brake  Jobs  —  Trucks  &  Trailers 

•  Installation  of  Transmission  &  Diff.'s 

•  Transmission  &  differential  parts  for 
Versatile  &  Steiger  tractors  etc. 


Chelsea 


® 


DANA 


WET  LINE  KITS 

PTO,  PUMP,  TANK 

&  HOSES 

Your  Only  Authorized 
Acadiana  Distributor 


US  &  LA  Watts  1-800-222-2986 

318-684-3168  •  684-3151 

411  W.  Railroad  •  Church  Point,  La.  70525 
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1995  are  planted.  When  growers  call  the 
League  office  for  assistance  in  locating 
varieties  on  their  farm,  League 
agronomists,  Windell  Jackson  and  Her- 
man Waguespack  try  to  respond  as 
quickly  as  possible.  However,  since  each 
of  the  varieties  are  somewhat  related,  it 
can  be  difficult  to  be  certain  on  the  iden- 
tity of  some  varieties  at  some  periods 
during  the  year.  Also  when  calls  are 
received  concerning  disease  or  other 
problems,  it  can  be  especially  helpful  if 
there  are  notes  with  regard  to  the  seed 
source  of  each  field. 

Because  of  the  clean  seed  program, 
which  every  grower  should  be  following, 
the  seed  source  of  each  field  should  be 
kept  close  by  so  that  equipment  hygiene 
can  be  followed  when  various  pieces  of 
equipment  go  into  and  out  of  certain 
fields.  With  the  presence  of  leaf  scald, 
and  the  uncertainty  concerning  its  im- 
pact, it  will  be  especially  important  for 
growers  to  follow  this  program  with 
varieties  that  have  shown  susceptibility. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  it  is 
important  for  you  to  keep  good  planting 
records  and  no  reason  why  it  shouldn't 
be  done! 

HARVEST  SCHEDULE 

Each  year  the  Louisiana  Coopera- 
tive Extension  Service  publishes  the 
variety  harvesting  schedule.  This 
schedule  describes  the  order  in  which 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


varieties  should  be  harvested  based 
upon  their  maturity  and  cold  tolerance. 
The  harvest  schedule  also  assumes  that 
the  order  of  harvest  will  be  oldest  stub- 
ble first,  followed  by  younger  stubble 
and  finally  plant  cane  last. 

Generally,  stubble  cane  is  harvested 
on  the  basis  of  the  maturity  of  the 
varieties.  It  should  be  noted  that  all 
other  factors  being  equal,  the  general 
order  of  maturity  for  varieties  now  be- 
ing grown  commercially  in  the  industry 
should  be:  CP  72-370,  CP  76-331,  CP 
70-321,  CP  65-357,  LCP  82-89,  CP 
79-318,  CP  74-383  and  LHo  83-153. 
Plant  cane,  since  it  is  generally 
harvested  last,  rates  cold  tolerance  into 
account  in  determining  the  order  of 
harvest.  The  variety  which  deteriorates 
quickest  after  a  freeze  and  should  be 
harvested  first  is  CP  79-318.  Varieties 
(Continued  on  page  22) 


Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 


Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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which  deteriorate  at  an  intermediate 
rate  after  a  freeze  are:  CP  76-331,  CP 
72-370,  LHo  83-153,  and  LCP  82-89. 
Varieties  which  deteriorate  slowly  after 
a  freeze  are:  CP  74-383  and  CP  65-357. 
The  variety  which  deteriorates  the 
slowest  after  a  freeze  and  should  be 
harvested  last  is  CP  70-321. 

Beyond  these  general  considera- 
tions, there  are  other  factors  which 
growers  need  to  utilize  in  preparing  a 
specific  harvesting  schedule  for  their 
own  farms.  Soil  type,  drainage  in  in- 
dividual fields,  durability  of  the 
headlands  to  haul  the  sugarcane  out  of 
the  field,  degree  of  lodging  of  the  cane, 
tonnage  of  the  field  to  meet  quota  re- 
quirements, and  numerous  other  prac- 
tical considerations  should  be  taken  into 
account  as  you  personalize  your  own 
harvesting  schedule.  Additionally,  some 
growers  save  some  second  or  first  stub- 
ble to  harvest  late  in  the  year  in  hopes 
of  having  a  better  stand  in  these  fields 
the  following  year.  With  the  mild 
winters  of  the  last  two  years,  this  seems 
to  have  helped. 

DON'T  PLOW  OUT 
STUBBLE  TOO  EARLY 

Growers  should  be  careful  about 
plowing  out  older  stubble  cane  in  the 
fall.  Normally,  growers  want  to  get  a 
jump  on  destroying  Johnson  grass 
rhizomes,  other  weeds,  and  improving 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

Independently;  Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 

•  Crop  Management       •  Pest  Scouting 

•  RSD  Testing  •  Soil  Testing 

•  Other  Services 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  BS,  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Office/Home  Phone  &  FAX  (504)  446-3520 

Mobile  (504)  449-6170 


the  soil  condition  of  these  fields; 
therefore,  they  plow  out  cane  in  the  fall. 
This  also  allows  for  an  earlier  start  at 
improving  the  drainage  problems 
created  by  the  harvest  of  these  fields 
during  the  crop  cycle. 

The  past  few  years,  many  growers 
have  often  been  surprised  as  to  germina- 
tion results  in  the  next  spring;  both 
pleasantly  amazed  and  disappointingly 
shocked.  Because  of  the  inconsistency 
with  regards  to  stubbling  of  some  of  the 
varieties  now  being  grown,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  growers  not  be  too  hasty  in 
plowing  out  stubble  cane  for  the  upcom- 
ing fallow  season.  Additionally,  there  is 
an  environmental  concern  with  plowing 
out  cane  too  early.  Land  left  with  no 
cover  can  contribute  to  erosion  problems 
and  increase  the  sediment  load  in 
ditches  and  canals.  It  is  important  that 
growers  attempt  to  do  the  best  job  they 
can  at  preserving  the  land,  water  and 
air  for  future  generations  to  come.  There 
are  advantages  to  not  plowing  cane  out 
early. 

CROP  REPORT 

During  the  past  month,  good  growth 
has  been  obtained  in  fields  throughout 
the  cane  belt.  Estimates  of  the  crop  have 
been  raised  somewhat  by  many  who 
travel  the  cane  belt.  There  is  good 
height  in  many  fields  and  good  planting 
ratios  have  been  reported  by  growers. 
Little  cane  has  lodged  at  this  time 
despite  some  pretty  hefty  thunder- 
storms. The  lack  of  lodging  makes  most 
growers  wonder  if  the  crop  has  good 
weight.  It  is  felt  by  most  growers  that 
they  will  make  more  tons/acre  this  year 
than  last.  With  approximately  345,000 
acres  of  cane  that  will  be  harvested  for 
sugar,  it  is  thought  that  the  industry 
could  produce  more  than  the  875,000 
tons  of  sugar  predicted  during  the  sum- 
mer months. 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  IH  1466  Low  Clearance,  David  Brown  1200,  2  —  IH  Hydro  100,  Cameco 
Loader  (SP  2000)  w/backhoe,  single  row  —  Broussard  Harvester,  3208  Caterpillar  Engine, 
480  IH  Disc  Harrow,  2  —  Mechanical  Planters,  Prentice  Transloader  (F700  Ford),  Cane 
Trailer,  Various  Field  Equipment.  Call  Joseph  Boudreaux  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  447-7685. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  4430  and  JD  Hi-crop  4230;  Int'l  1066;  Big  Self  Propelled  Cane  Loader 
mounted  on  806  Tractor.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  40'  2-Compartment  Cane  Trailer  —  28  ton  capacity,  good  tires  and  brakes 
—  $7,500.  1968  White  Model  9000  —  has  a  250  Cummings  Engine,  57,000  miles  on 
engine  overhaul,  new  clutch  and  brakes,  good  tires  —  $5,500.  Call  (504)  369-2265  day 
or  (504)  369-6645  night. 

FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Ammonia  Tank  (500  and  250  gallons);  brand  new  back  end;  never 
been  used.  Price  negotiable.  Dual  Wheel  Rims;  brand  new  for  1066  or  1086  Tractor. 
Call  Malcolm  O.  Landry  at  (318)  365-8402. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Automatic  Cane  Drum-type  Cane  Planters.  $3,000  for  one  or  $5,000  for 
both.  Call  Harold  Freyou  at  (318)  364-5336. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Farmall  A/V  (One  has  Mounted  Sprayer,  Fertilizer  Hopper,  Assortment 
of  Belly  Tools,  Choppers,  Small  Seed  Planter,  Corn  Planter,  and  Drain  Machine.  The 
other  is  for  parts).  Call  (504)  473-9051. 


FOR  SALE:  Cosmoter  Ditcher  —  2  yrs.  old  —  used  once.  Call  (504)  872-8385. 


FOR  SALE:  Sugarcane  Transloader  Grab.  Opens  96  inches.  22  inche  width.  Capacity 
1  —  IV2  Tons.  Rotating,  $2,250.  Also  14  foot  Rhino  bushhog,  $1,250.  Allee,  Allee,  & 
Allen,  St.  James,  LA  (504)  265-3965. 


FOR  SALE:  3  —  42'  2-Compartment  Cane  Trailers,  excellent  tires  and  brakes,  ready 
to  haul  —  $10,000;  4  —  22'  Tandem  Transloader  Hauling  Wagons,  ready  to  haul  — 
$6,500.  Call  Dean  Gravois  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  265-4384  (home),  (504)  265-2156  (shop), 
or  (504)  449-6116  (mobile). 

FOR  SALE:  Case  980B  Excavator  with  digging  and  clean-out  buckets.  Equipped  for 
grab.  Call  Price  Gay  (504)  638-7494  or  (504)  638-6539. 
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E  &  I  Specialists  Inc. 

COMMUNICATION  DIVISION 

—  A  Full  Service  E  &  I  Company  - 


Sales  •  Service 
Rent/Lease 


Major  Brands  of 
Communication  Equipment 

Rohm  Towers 


Farm  &  Marine  Radio 
&  Antenna  Equipment 

24-Hour  Emergency  Service 


52410  Clark  Road  •  White  Castle,  LA  70788  •  504-545-3244  •  504-545-3970 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 

P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 

John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 

P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 

535  Main  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LONG  PEST  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  1193 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-1193 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
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About  the  Cover 


M.  A.  Patout  &  Son,  Ltd. 
Enterprise  Factory 
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The  Enterprise  Factory,  located  in 
Patoutville,  Louisiana,  approximately 
6.5  miles  southwest  of  Jeanerette,  was 
built  in  1825  by  M.A.  Patout  and  Son. 
This  factory  is  the  oldest  and  largest 
sugar  factory  operating  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  today.  M.  A.  Patout  &  Son 
produces  raw  sugar,  molasses  and  com- 
mercial invert  syrup  and  blends. 

According  to  the  Year  Book  of  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Planters'  Association, 
in  1912,  Enterprise  Factory  ground 
33,000  tons,  producing  5,250,000  pounds 


of  refining  grade  sugar  and  156,000 
gallons  of  molasses.  They  ground  for  ap- 
proximately 30  days. 

Over  80  years  later,  in  1993,  the 
house's  grinding  capacity  was  1,180,930 
tons,  producing  214,226,450  pounds  of 
raw  sugar  and  6,772,976  gallons  of 
molasses.  In  this  year  they  ground  91 
days. 

In  the  past  all  raw  sugar  was 
shipped  to  the  refinery  via  barge.  This 
year,  1994,  plans  are  to  ship  all  sugar 
via  rail. 
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/OM  DEERE  UI-CROP  mmSS 


Powered  and  priced  right 


Check  out  the  92-hp  7200  and 
100-hp  7400  Hi-Crop  Tractors. 
You  get  up  to  34  percent  torque 
rise  for  continuous  power  and 
pull ...  the  efficient  power  to 
keep  you  moving  in  soft, 
bedded  soils  and  over  levees. 
Harness  that  power  with 
the  economical 
SyncroPlus" 
transmission 
and  its  12  shift- 
on-the-go 
speeds.  Or 


choose  the  16-speed  PowrQuad™ 
transmission  and  powershift 
your  way  through  four 
synchronized  ranges. 

Both  tractors  offer  optional 
Caster/Action™  MFWD.  And,  of 
course,  both  give  you  all  the 
front  and  rear  axle  clearance 
you  need  (up  to  40 
inches).  Come  in 
and  let's  talk  about  the 
affordabilityofthe7200 
and  7400  Hi-Crop 
Tractors. 


SEE  ONE  OF  THESE  DEALERS  FOR  A  DEMONSTRATION: 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 
Franklin,  LA 
(318)828-1332 
Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 
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Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  446-5061 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
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The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.     Sunshine  Equipment  Co 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J,  Melancon 


During  the  months  of  August  and 
September,  the  League  leadership  was 
involved  in  a  number  of  meetings  with 
cane  sector  and  beet  sector  represent- 
atives which  involved  discussions  about 
the  upcoming  1995  Food  Security  Act 
and  inherent  concerns  with  the  possibili- 
ty of  forfeitures  that  would  have 
occurred  at  the  end  of  October,  1994. 

Subsequently,  after  two  weeks  of 
meetings  in  Washington,  D.C.,  an  agree- 
ment was  hammered  out  by  the  entire 
sugar  industry  that  would  provide  the 
cane  sector  with  3,533,463  tons  of  sugar 
and  the  beet  sector  with  4,355,538  tons 
of  sugar.  The  main  issues  of  the 
meetings  was  concern  with  preserving 
the  sugar  program  and  the  avoidance  of 
forfeitures,  which  could  have  been 
devastating  to  the  sugar  program,  and 
consequently,  devastating  to  the 
growers. 

During  the  years  that  I  worked  in 
government  and  in  the  private  sector,  I 
have  come  to  recognize  that  change,  no 
matter  how  good  the  end  result  may  be 
perceived,  has  a  tendency  to  scare  peo- 
ple. Change  for  change's  sake  is  not 
good;  but,  change  for  a  reason  and  with 
a  goal,  is  in  my  mind,  good.  Operating 
under  an  allotment  system  that  hopeful- 
ly will  be  continued  through  the  next 
Food  Security  Act,  on  a  permanent 
basis,  should  bring  stability  and  pricing 
to  the  market  place.  I  was  not  responsi- 
ble for  the  designing  or  the  passage  of 
the  marketing  allotment  program  as  we 
presently  know  it;  however,  after  one 
and  one-half  years  of  living  with  the  pro- 
gram I  have  come  to  realize  that  it  is 
good,  but  not  perfect.  The  design,  and 


the  intent  of  the  design,  was  well 
thought  out  and  would  for  the  long  run, 
if  implemented  and  left  in  place,  be  of 
great  significance. 

I  realize  that  there  is  much  concern 
and  nervousness,  particularly  with 
those  growers  who  have  just  gotten  in- 
to the  sugarcane  business  in  the  last 
several  years;  and,  I  wish  I  could  give 
you  the  guarantee  that  everything  will 
be  all  right  and  that  ever5rthing  will 
come  through.  The  realization  is  that 
maybe  everyone  will  not.  But,  the 
chances  in  Louisiana  for  success  of  the 
majority  of  the  growers  is  fgir  better  than 
any  other  sector  or  state  producing 
sugar  domestically.  The  agreement  that 
was  reached  in  September  in  Washing- 
ton is  hoped  to  be  the  ground  work  laid 
for  more  amenable  negotiations  as  we 
move  towards  1995.  One  thing  that  I 
have  found  in  all  sectors  and  states,  in- 
cluding both  beet  and  cane,  is  that  the 
growers  realize  the  need  for  a  program 
and  the  desire  is  there  to  draft  a  pro- 
gram that  is  workable  for  the  industry. 
The  program  needs  to  allow  the  capable 
growers  and  the  processors  of  sugar  to 
do  what  all  business  people  want  to  do, 
and  that  is,  make  a  decent  profit. 

For  those  growers  who  have  a  con- 
cern about  harvesting  their  crop  and 
having  it  marketed,  let  me  suggest,  as 
I  have  in  the  past,  that  you  do  as  you 
have  always  done.  That  is,  harvest  your 
crop  and  deliver  it  to  the  mill  for  process- 
ing. Be  sure  that  if  you  have  acreage 
that  is  over  your  proportionate  share 
that  you  advise  the  mill  manager.  He 
will  probably  be  aware  already  of  your 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


AGRICULTURE  APPROPRIATIONS 
SIGNED  INTO  LAW 

On  September  30,  President  Clinton 
signed  into  law  the  agriculture  ap- 
propriations bill  for  fiscal  year  1995. 
Funding  for  the  Department's  Market 
Promotion  Program  (MPP)  was  cut  to 
$85.5  million.  The  MPP  which  provides 
subsidies  to  U.S.  commodity  trade 
organizations  and  food  processors  to 
advertise  in  foreign  markets,  received 
$100  million  in  1994.  The  overall  bill 
provides  approximately  568  billion  in 
spending  for  USD  A  in  fiscal  year  1995. 
The  conference  committee  rejected 
Senate  language  which  would  have 
eliminated  funding  for  the  Agricultural 
Research  Stations  and  accepted  the 
measure  passed  in  the  House  allowing 
10  of  the  19  stations  to  remain  open  in- 
cluding Houma.  Also,  included  in  the 
Appropriations  bill  was  funding  to  cover 
1994  crop  losses  due  to  disastrous 
weather. 


GATT  UPDATE 

On  October  5,  the  House  agreed  to 
postpone  the  vote  to  implement  the 
Uruguay  Round  multilateral  trade 
agreement  until  November  29.  Repub- 
lican and  Democratic  leaders  based 
their  decision  to  delay  the  vote  as  a 
result  of  their  inability  to  maintain 
strong  bipartisan  support  for  this  effort 
prior  to  the  Senate  vote  now  expected  in 
December.  House  Leaders  including: 
Minority  Leader,  Bob  Michel,  (R-IL); 
Speaker,  Thomas  Foley  (D-WA);  Majori- 
ty Leader,  Richard  Gephardt,  (D-MO); 
and  Minority  Whip,  Newt  Gingrich 
(R-GA);  expressed  this  in  a  letter  to 
President  Clinton  but  did  say  they  will 
continue  their  efforts  to  assure  passage 
in  the  House  when  the  vote  is  expected 
on  November  29.  Concern  that  the  Bill 


would  be  rushed  through  without  ade- 
quate consideration  was  also  a  factor  in 
the  decision  to  postpone  the  vote  which 
the  Administration  had  hoped  would  oc- 
cur on  or  before  the  target  adjournment 
date  of  October  7.  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee Chairman  Patrick  Moynihan  CD- 
NY)  announced  that  the  Senate  would 
delay  its  vote  on  the  Uruguay  Round  im- 
plementing bill  until  December  2,  with 
the  preceding  day  reserved  for  20  hours 
of  debate.  Senator  Hollings  (D-SC)  an- 
nounced on  September  28,  that  the  Com- 
merce Committee  would  consider  the 
agreement  for  45  days  permitted  under 
fast-track  rules.  Hollings  has  begun  to 
hold  a  series  of  hearings  on  the  Agree- 
ment in  an  effort  to  reexamine  U.S. 
trade  policy  which  he  stated  adheres  to 
the  principle  of  free  trade  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  U.S.  industrial  base.  The 
Administration  continues  to  push  for 
passage  during  this  Congress  which  will 
now  hold  its  ''lame  duck"  session  with 
unanimous  agreement  to  limit  it  solely 
to  passage  of  the  GATT  agreement. 

ESPY  RESIGNS  AS 
SECRETARY  OF  USDA 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Mike  Espy 
had  been  under  federal  investigation  for 
several  months  for  allegedly  accepting 
gifts  from  individuals  and  corporations 
doing  business  with  his  Department.  On 
October  3,  he  officially  resigned,  stating 
that  he  wanted  to  devote  his  full  atten- 
tion to  defending  himself.  He  intends  to 
remain  in  office  until  December  31, 1994 
to  ensure  a  smooth  transition  but  will 
turn  over  many  duties  to  the  current 
Deputy  Secretary  Richard  Rominger.  A 
spokesperson  for  the  Administration 
stated  that  the  President  will  move  to 
nominate  a  replacement  as  soon  as 
possible. 

(Continued  on  page  18) 


6 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WHEN  YOU  HAVE  A 

TOUGH  ACT  TO  FOLLOW, 

GET  A  TOUGH  PERFORMER. 
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INTRODUCING  THE  7250  MAGNUM. 


With  a  215  PTOhp  rating,  this  big 
new  MAGNUM"  tractor  has  enough 
power  to  l<eep  you  working  in  the  most 
challenging  situations.  It's  the  most 
powerful  2WD  tractor  in  the  world  ... 
and  it's  only  available  from  Case  IH. 

But  there's  more: 
•  A  high-technology  Case  8.3  L 

505  cu.  in.  engine  is  powerful  and 

fuel  efficient. 


•  Standard  18-speed  powershift 
transmission  combines  the  right 
speeds  with  even  more  control, 
including  an  improved  hitch  system 

•  Up  to  11  %  tighter  turning  capability 

•  Operator  comfort,  instrumentation 
and  view  is  better  than  before. 
Stop  by  today  and  see  the  new 

7250  MAGNUM  tractor ...  one  tough 
performer  for  your  toughest 
working  conditions. 


©1993  J  I  Case 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)  667-6535 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CROP  REPORT  —  SEED  CANE  QUESTIONNAIRES  —  DON'T  LET  WATER  STAND 


Based  on  early  reports  from  growers 
and  factories  around  the  cane  belt,  it 
would  seem  that  sugar  quality  in  the 
cane  is  good  and  tonnage  may  be  slight- 
ly higher  than  expected.  Although  cane 
quality  may  be  good,  the  unusually  ear- 
ly rains  have  created  a  muddy  condition 
which  has  reduced  factory  recoveries. 
Core  sampler  results  have  been 
somewhat  disappointing  for  some 
growers.  The  higher  than  anticipated 
tonnage  is  probably  due  to  higher  than 
expected  stalk  weight  since  the  cane 
population  is  fixed.  Some  growers  have 
reported  second  and  third  stubble  ton- 
nage yields  as  high  as  the  30  ton  range. 
Other  growers  have  reported  much 
lower  yields  but  still  above  expected 
yields  for  older  stubble.  Hopefully  these 
higher  stalk  weights  will  carry  through 
to  plant  cane.  Several  areas  have 
reported  lodged  cane  as  a  result  of  ear- 
ly October  rains.  This  will  certainly  add 
to  harvesting  costs  which  will  hurt 
many  growers  who  desperately  need  a 
cheap  harvest  season  in  order  to  survive. 

Normally,  October  brings  cooler  and 
dryer  weather.  This  is  normally  the 
driest  month  of  the  year  which  results 
in  less  than  four  inches  of  rain 
throughout  the  sugarcane  belt.  Already 
this  month,  many  growers  have  ex- 
perienced more  than  this  amount  with 
still  more  than  twelve  days  remaining. 
These  unusually  early  rains  will  cer- 
tainly help  the  recently  planted  cane 
and  probably  will  help  to  hold  tonnage 
yields  in  the  first  stubble  and  plant  cane 
crops.  However,  they  have  certainly  had 
a  negative  impact  on  sugar  recoveries 
and  have  reduced  what  could  have  been 
extracted  had  more  normal  rainfall  been 
experienced.  It  is  hoped  that  dryer 
weather  will  return  and  allow  the  in- 


dustry to  realize  the  full  potential  of  this 
crop. 

If  the  higher  tonnage  figures  being 
reported  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  the 
season  continue,  the  projected  total 
sugar  production  may  have  to  be  in- 
creased. Normally  it  takes  more  than 
two  weeks  to  get  an  accurate  handle  on 
what  the  total  production  will  amount 
to,  but  it  is  nearly  certain  that  produc- 
tion will  be  higher  than  the  per  acre 
yields  that  were  experienced  in  the  last 
four  years. 

SEED  CANE  QUESTIONNAIRES 

A  constant  reminder  by  League 
Agronomists  is  for  growers  to  report 
their  seed  cane  acreage  to  their  ASCS 
office  while  these  figures  can  easily  be 
measured  or  recalled.  It  is  extremely  im- 
portant for  you  to  calculate  this  number 
if,  you  as  a  grower,  want  to  accurately 
measure  what  you  are  producing.  It  is 
also  extremely  important  for  the  in- 
dustry to  be  able  to  accurately  measure 
its  production  and  make  projections  as 
to  future  yeairs'  production  levels.  Do  not 
wait  for  your  ASCS  office  to  call  on  you. 
Take  the  initiative  to  provide  them  your 
numbers  so  that  the  industry  can  more 
accurately  track  its  progress. 

DON'T  LET  WATER  STAND 

It  is  extremely  important  that  grow- 
ers make  every  attempt  to  clean  drains 
in  fields  that  they  have  any  considera- 
tion of  keeping  for  production  during 
1995.  Standing  water  during  the  winter 
season  is  the  easiest  way  to  lose  stands 
of  cane  and  assure  yourself  of  a  dis- 
astrous yield.  Most  growers  have  drain 
cleaners  that  stay  out  in  the  field  and 
sometimes  are  used  as  push  tractors. 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 

The  following  is  a  short  questionnaire  that  will  help  to  strengthen  our  "grass 
roots"  and  make  us  more  effective  in  working  with  the  Legislature.  You  would 
be  amazed  at  how  seriously  (honest)  legislators  treat  letters  and  phone  calls  from 
their  constituents.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  complete  it,  and  return  it  to  us. 

Spradley  &  Spradley 
7612  Picardy  Ave.,  Ste.  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

GRASS  ROOTS  QUESTIONNAIRE 


NAME HOME  PHONE. 

HOME  ADDRESS 


BUSINESS BUSINESS  PHONE 

BUSINESS  ADDRESS . 

BUSINESS  FAX 


STATE  REPRESENTATIVE' 


HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  HIM/HER? 

VERY  WELL SPEAK  WITH  HIM/HER  OCCASIONALLY NOT  WELL 

WOULD  YOU  BE  WILLING  TO  CALUMEET  WITH  HIM/HER  REGARDING  ONE 
OR  TWO  LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES  EACH  YEAR? 

YES NO 

STATE  SENATOR* 

HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  HIM/HER? 

VERY  WELL SPEAK  WITH  HIM/HER  OCCASIONALLY NOT  WELL 


WOULD  YOU  BE  WILLING  TO  CALL/MEET  WITH  HIM/HER  REGARDING  ONE 
OR  TWO  LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES  EACH  YEAR? 

YES NO 


Because  of  redistricting,  you  might  not  be  certain  of  your  State  Representative  or  Senator.  If  this  is 
the  case,  call  whom  you  think  is  your  Representative  or  Senator;  that  office  should  be  able  to  tell  you 
for  sure.  Another  office  to  check  with  would  be  your  local  Registrar  of  Voters. 
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CAMECO  PRESENTS 


A  FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE  CANE  TRACTOR 
that  is: 

Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4  X  38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  with  Bumper 

For  More  Details  Contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
Phone   (504)  447-7285 
FAX   (504)  447-5735 


400  South  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone   (318)  276-6314 
FAX   (318)  276-6314 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

MILL  RESIDUE  MANAGEMENT 


As  indicated  in  the  September  issue 
of  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  the  League's 
model  or  example  "Best  Management 
Practices  Plan  (BMPP)"  for  sugar  mills 
was  mailed  to  all  of  the  mills  in  Louis- 
iana. The  Louisiana  Solid  Waste  Regu- 
lations require  that  each  mill  submit 
promptly  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
culture and  Forestry  a  plan  for  proper- 
ly managing  all  residues  generated  in- 
cidental to  mill  operations.  The  legal, 
economic  and  environmental  aspects  of 
mill  residue  management,  especially  the 
planning  requirements  and  its  evolve- 
ment  through  the  recent  Louisiana  Solid 
Waste  Regulations,  have  been  subjects 
of  many  articles  in  the  Sugar  Bulletin 
in  recent  years. 

Only  a  few  days  ago,  word  was 
received  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  has  approved 
the  model  plan  submitted  by  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  and  the 
individual  plan  for  one  sugar  mill 
prepared  in  consonance  with  the  model, 
and  forwarded  the  plans  to  the  Louis- 
iana Department  of  Environmental 
Quality  (LDEQ).  The  favorable 
responses  were  not  a  total  surprise, 
because  Mr.  Brad  Spicer,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  rendered 
valuable  assistance  and  advice  to  the 
League's  work  committee  during  for- 
mulation of  the  mill  residue  manage- 
ment system  and  model  BMPP  for  sugar 
mills. 

Although  the  League's  model  plan 
should  make  preparation  of  individual 
mills  plan  much  easier,  several  mills 
have  called  in  questions.  There  may  be 
a  problem  with  the  guideline  making  it 


too  easy  to  plan  to  use  facilities  that  are 
not  capable  of  doing  the  job  specified.  Do 
not  plan  to  contain  residues  from  a 
season's  operation  in  a  pond  that  is  not 
large  enough  to  hold  that  amount  of 
residue  while  concurrently  handling 
properly  the  seasonal  rainfall. 

Dizzy  Dean  often  said  "It  ain't  brag- 
gin  if  you  can  do  it."  In  preparing  a 
BMPP,  planners  are  advised  not  to  brag. 
Remember,  that  operations  that  comply 
with  an  approved  BMPP  comply  with 
LDEQ's  Solid  Waste  Regulations.  Those 
that  do  not  because  of  an  overflowing 
containment  pond  for  instance,  are  sub- 
ject to  prosecution  for  violation  of  the 
Solid  Waste  Regulations. 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


NOVEMBER,  1994 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


TRAINING  OF  FACTORY  PERSONNEL 


The  performance  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry can  only  be  as  good  as  the  skills 
and  experience  that  its  technical  staff 
will  allow.  Good  engineering  and  pro- 
cess personnel  can  get  good  performance 
from  the  equipment  and  good  sugar 
recovery  in  the  factory,  even  if  the 
machinery  is  old  and  financial  resources 
are  limited.  Modern  equipment  should 
perform  better,  but  well  run  older 
facilities,  in  the  hands  of  experienced 
people,  will  almost  always  out-perform 
modern  systems  with  less  trained  staff. 
As  the  industry  evolves  to  a  higher 
technological  level  the  importance  of 
specialized  training  becomes  more 
critical.  If  new  technologies,  such  as 
molasses  desugarization,  are  to  be  im- 
plemented, then  a  significantly  higher 
level  of  specialized  training  will  be 
required. 

As  a  thought  experiment,  we  once 
planned  a  new  25,000  tons  cane  per  day 
factory  in  Louisiana  and  this  factory 
was  to  be  equipped  with  the  state-of-the- 
art  technologies  currently  available. 
The  question  then  became  staffing  of 
this  factory  and  who,  from  the  Louisiana 
mills,  were  prepared  for  responsible 
technical  positions  at  this  factory. 

Basic  engineering  staff  were  not  a 
problem  and  it  was  easy  to  identify 
several  good  mill  engineers,  boiler 
engineers  and  maintenance  and 
mechanical  engineers.  What  became 
more  difficult  was  finding  good  electrical 
and  instrument  engineers.  These  would 
have  to  be  recruited  from  outside  the  in- 
dustry. This  should  not  be  a  problem, 


but  the  next  question  became,  how 
much  they  would  need  to  know  about 
cane  and  its  processing  in  order  for  them 
to  do  their  jobs  properly.  Also,  where 
would  they  get  this  training?  On  the  job 
training  is  unsatisfactory  since  there  are 
too  many  short  term  matters  to  deal 
with  and  the  broad  picture  is  essential. 

With  the  current  emphasis  on  en- 
vironmental matters,  it  would  also  be 
necessary  for  this  modern  factory  to 
employ  an  environmental  specialist. 
Again,  a  good  appreciation  of  cane  and 
its  processing  is  essential  to  understand 
what  waste  materials  from  a  mill  are  in- 
evitable and  what  are  due  to  poor  prac- 
tice. Also,  what  are  the  properties  of 
these  materials  and  what  use,  if  any,  are 
they? 

Several  people  could  easily  be  iden- 
tified as  potential  chief  engineers  and 
plant  managers  for  this  hypothetical  fac- 
tory. However,  the  question  arose  about 
the  broad  experience  and  knowledge  re- 
quired to  be  able  to  integrate  all  the 
modern  technologies  required  in  such  a 
mill. 

Process  personnel  required  for  a  mill 
of  this  size  and  complexity  were  hard  to 
identify.  The  problem  becomes  much 
more  acute  if  a  refinery  were  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  mill.  Developments  in 
potential  refinery  technology  using 
membrane  filtration  systems  increase 
even  more  the  complexity  of  the  system. 
Part  of  the  problem  is  the  short  season 
in  Louisiana  and  the  diversion  of  process 
personnel  into  maintenance  and  repair 
(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Heather  LeBourgeois  of 
St.  Mary  Parish  was 
chosen  Queen  Sugar 
LIII  of  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Cane  Fair  and 
Festival  in  New  Iberia, 
Louisiana  at  the  annual 
event  the  weekend  of 
September  23-25,  1994. 
Heather  is  the  daughter 
of  A.  J.  and  Dottie 
LeBourgeois  of 
Baldwin,  Louisiana. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


BUS  TRIP  1995 

Once  again  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  hosting  a  bus 
trip  to  Washington,  D.C.  Exact  dates  and  the  final  itinerary  have  not 
yet  been  set,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  trip  will  take  place  during  late 
January  or  early  February.  During  1995,  debate  on  the  Food  Security 
Act  will  get  underway  and  our  visit  would  be  a  good  time  for  you 
to  see  what  goes  on  in  our  Nation's  Capitol.  We  hope  to  meet  with 
our  Congressmen  and  perhaps  visit  with  them  in  their  offices. 

Since  there  will  probably  be  many  people  interested  in  making 
the  trip,  we  will  handle  reservations  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis. 
Look  in  the  December,  1994  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin  for  more 
information. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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1994  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  PHOTOS 


RICHARD  GIROIR  (center), 
and  RONALD  GIROIR  Geft) 

R  &  R  FARMS,  INC. 

Top  20  Producer  - 

2nd  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  — 

Assumption  Parish 
District  Acreage  Category 

Winner 
Assumption  County  Agent 

Rick  Louque  (right) 


BRENT  BARRIER 

SUGAR  HAVEN  FARM 

Top  20  Producer  -  5th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer  —  Iberville  Parish 
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HENRY  CORLEY  Qeft),  and  JAN  CORLEY  (center)  -  HENRY  CORLEY  FARMS 

—  Top  20  Producer,  6th  Place  —  Top  Parish  Producer,  Rapides  Parish  —  District 

Acreage  Category  Winner  —  Matt  Martin,  Jr.  —  Rapides  County  Agent  (right) 

(Photos  continued  on  page  15) 
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MAURICE 

GAUTREAU,  SR. 

(center) 

and  MAURICE 

GAUTREAU,  JR. 

(right) 

M.A.  GAUTREAU  &  CO. 

Top  20  Producer  - 
15th  Place 

Bill  Davis 

Ascension  County 

Agent  Geft) 


HUEY  SIMONEAUX, 
JR.  (center)  and 
HUEY  SIMONEAUX, 
SR.  (right) 

HUEY  SIMONEAUX 
&SON 

Top  20  Producer  - 
10th  Place 

^     Rick  Louque  — 
Assumption  County 
Agent  Geft) 


AARON  DUHON  (right) 

3-D  SUGAR  FARMS,  INC. 

Top  20  Producer 
14th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Lafayette  Parish 

District  Acreage  Category 
Winner 

Stan  Dutile  — 

Lafayette  County  Agent 

Geft) 
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JACK  NOEL  (center) 
FRANK  NOEL,  JR.  (right) 

McMANOR 
PLANTATION,  INC. 

Top  20  Producer 
9th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Ascension  Parish 

Bill  Davis 

Ascension  County  Agent 
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LYNN  GUILLOTTE  Geft) 
and  wife  DIANE 

LYNN  GUILLOT  FARM 

Top  20  Producer  - 
20th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Iberia  Parish 

District  Acreage  Category 
Winner 

Norris  Grabert  — 
Iberia  County  Agent 
(right) 


SHANE  HEBERT,  LYNWOOD  HEBERT,  and  ERIC  HEBERT  - 

HEBERT  FARMS  -  Top  Parish  Producer,  St.  Landry  Parish  - 

District  Acreage  Winner  —  Keith  Normand,  County  Agent  —  St.  Landry  Parish 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

situation,  but  it  will  not  hurt  to  make 
sure  that  he  has  knowledge  that  you  are 
harvesting  over  your  proportionate 
share.  It  is  not  felt  that  Louisiana  will 
be  over  its  allotment  and  reassignments 
in  this  fiscal  year;  but  if  the  state  is  over, 
it  is  felt  that  it  will  be  by  very  little.  The 
main  concern  that  I  have  at  this  junc- 
ture is  not  whether  we  will  be  able  to 
market  all  of  our  sugar,  but  how  timely 
will  be  the  marketing.  This  concern  is 
because  of  the  delay  in  receiving  the 
reassigned  deficits  from  Hawaii  and 
Puerto  Rico.  The  delays  will  be  caused 
because  of  human  nature.  The 
Hawaiians  nor  the  Puerto  Ricans  wish 
to  release  any  excess  that  they  can't  pro- 
duce for  redistribution  until  a  point  in 
time  when  they  feel  comfortable  that  the 
allotment  will  not  be  needed.  I  think 
everyone  in  this  industry  can  unders- 
tand that  concern  on  their  part.  So, 
harvest    your    crop,    pray    for    good 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

weather,  and  hope  for  a  good  price.  I 
think  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  may 
be  in  for  a  good  year  in  1994. 

Again,  let  me  suggest  to  any  grower 
that  has  any  questions  or  concerns  to 
please  call  me  at  any  time  either  at  the 
office  or  at  my  home.  Those  phone 
numbers  are  (504)  448-3707  (O)  or  (504) 
369-7785  (H).  Good  luck  to  you  on  your 
harvest. 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK.  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


STOP 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI, 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269         (504)  447-2696 
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17 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


USDA  REORGANIZATION  AND 
CROP  INSURANCE 

Both  Houses  of  Congress  agreed  on 
a  comprehensive  agricultural  reform 
bill  combining  reorganization  and 
federal  crop  insurance.  The  bill 
authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
to  form  the  Consolidated  Farm  Service 
Agency  (CFSA)  which  will  combine 
Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conser- 
vation Service  (ASCS),  Farmers  Home 
Administration  (FmHA)  and  Federal 
Crop  Insurance  Corporation  (FCIC)  to 
provide  for  a  one-stop  shopping  service. 
Other  provisions  include:  reductions  of 
USDA  federal  employees  by  at  least 
7,500;  elimination  of  one-third  of 
USDA's  independent  agencies;  larger 
cuts  at  headquarters;  and  combination 
of  1,100  county  field  offices.  The  changes 
are  expected  to  reduce  costs  by  an 


estimated  $2  billion  by  1998.  The  bill 
also  authorizes  the  formation  of  a 
Natural  Resources  Conservation  Service 
to  address  conservation  and  environ- 
mental needs  of  farmers  and  a  Coopera- 
tive State  Research  Education  and 
Economics  Service  to  coordinate 
research  and  extension  programs.  An 
Office  of  Risk-Assessment  and  Cost- 
Benefit  Analysis  will  also  be  established 
to  conduct  an  analysis  of  all  USDA 
regulations.  Further,  the  bill  repeals 
federal  authority  to  designate  ad  hoc 
crop  disaster  spending  as  emergency 
spending  and  in  its  place  establishes  a 
federally-funded  catastrophic  risk  pro- 
tection policy.  The  policy  will  cover  60 
percent  of  a  crop's  expected  market  price 
for  policy  holders  that  lose  more  than  50 
percent  of  their  yield  as  a  result  of 

(Continued  on  page  19) 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


^^^^^ 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1 1 05  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA     31 8-229-641 5 


18 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  18) 


drought,  flood  or  other  natural  disasters, 
until  1999.  Producers  will  be  eligible  for 
compensation  when  area-wide  losses  ex- 
ceed 35  percent  of  normal  yield.  Pro- 
ducers will  be  required  to  provide  de- 
tailed records  of  production  costs, 
acreage  and  yields.  The  President 
signed  the  Bill  into  law  on  October  17, 
1994. 


USDA  IMPLEMENTS  MARKETING 
ALLOTMENTS  FOR  FY  1995 

USDA's  Commodity  Credit  Corpora- 
tion announced  on  September  29  that 
marketing  allotments  would  be  ac- 
tivated on  October  1.  These  controls  will 
be  in  effect  until  September  30,  1995. 
The  overall  allotment  quantity  is  7,889 
thousand  short  tons  (TST);  the  beet 
sugar  allotment  is  4,355.5  TST  (55.2%) 
and  the  cane  sugar  allotment  is  3,533.5 
TST  (44.8%).  The  USDA's  action  was 
taken  to  avoid  forfeitures  of  sugar  to  the 
CCC  in  lieu  of  repayment  of  loans  due 
on  September  30,  the  end  of  FY  1994. 


AMADORS  NOMINATION  WITHDRAWN 

Jose  Amador,  citing  health  prob- 
lems, asked  President  Clinton  to  with- 
draw his  nomination  for  the  assistant 
secretary  of  agriculture  for  science  and 
education  so  that  he  can  return  to  the 
Texas  A&M  Agricultural  Research  and 
Extension  Center  at  Weslaco.  He  is  the 
fourth  person  that  President  Clinton 
had  selected  that  has  withdrawn  his 
nomination. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  sugarcane  production  is  forecast 
for  October  1  at  31.1  million  tons,  which 
is  not  changed  from  the  September  1 
forecast.  There  is  941,700  acres  for  har- 
vest which  is  down  slightly  from  Sep- 
tember and  down  1  percent  from  last 
year.  The  forecasted  yield,  33.0  tons  per 
acre,  is  up  .2  tons  from  a  year  earlier. 
September's  weather  was  favorable  in 
contrast  to  an  usually  wet  August. 
Hawaii  had  lower  harvested  acreage 
due  to  some  closings  of  sugarcane  plan- 
tations. Florida  experienced  some  heavy 
rains  in  their  growing  areas  but  harvest- 
ing preparations  were  not  hindered. 


Sugarcane  for  Sugar  and  Seed:  Area  Harvested,  Yield,  and  Production 
by  State  and  United  States.  1992-93  and  Forecasted  October  1,  1994? 


Area  Harvested 

Yield 

Production 

1 

State 

1993 

1994 

1993 

1994 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1,000 

Acres 

To 

ns 

1 

,000  Tonj 

s 

FL 

444.0 

445.0 

34.1 

34.0 

14,707 

15,152 

15,130 

HI 

69.9 

67.0 

80.2 

85.0 

5,622 

5,606 

5,695 

LA 

390.0 

385.0 

22.8 

23.0 

8,706 

8,904 

8,855 

TX 

44.4 

44.7 

32.4 

30.7 

1,328 

1,439 

1,372 

US 

948.3 

941.7 

32.8 

33.0 

30,363 

31,101 

31,052 

1  NET  TONS. 


(Continued  on  page  20) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  19) 


WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  SUPPLY 
AND  DEMAND  ESTIMATES 

This  report  includes  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Puerto  Rico.  Production  in 
Puerto  Rico  is  estimated  at  50,000  tons 
for  both  1993/94  and  1994/95.  The  re- 
vised forecast  for  1994/95  also  includes 
a  30,000  ton  increase  based  on  sugar 
beet  and  sugarcane  production  esti- 
mates released  in  the  Crop  Production 
Report.  U.S.  sugar  production  in  fiscal 
year  1994/95  is  projected  at  7.92  million 
short  tons.  Higher  imports  in  1994/95 
offset  the  reduction  in  imports  under 
quota  in  1993/94.  Exports  are  reduced 
because  shipments  to  Puerto  Rico  no 
longer  are  classed  as  exports;  they  are 
included    in    domestic    deliveries. 


Deliveries  of  sugar  in  Puerto  Rico  are 
estimated  at  120,000  tons  in  both 
1993/94  and  1994/95.  Forecast  ending 
stocks  include  approximately  145,000 
tons  of  beet  sugar  in  excess  of  the 
marketing  allotment.  The  stocks-to-use 
ratio  excluding  these  blocked  stocks  is 
13.8  percent.  For  1993/94  the  U.S.  pro- 
duction estimate  is  raised  20,000  tons  to 
account  for  higher  Hawaiian  output, 
and  trade  estimates  are  revised  to  in- 
clude preliminary  data  for  the  entire 
fiscal  year.  Deliveries  in  1993/94  are  in- 
creased 25,000  tons  because  of  larger- 
than-normal  September  shipments 
made  in  anticipation  of  allotments. 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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206  E.  Bayou  Rd.    •    (504)  448-3707 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foilcs  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometime.s  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 


Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 

Thibodaux  •  (504)  446-9450 


DEAN  MARTIN 
Thibodaux 


ANDY  ANDOLSEK 
Thibodaux 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  20) 


WASDE-295-11 
U.S.  Sugar  Supply  and  Use  ^ 


Item 


1992/93 


1993/94 
Estimate 


1994/95  Projections 


September      October 


Beginning  stocks  2 
Production  2 

Beet  sugar  ^ 

Cane  sugar  ^ 
Imports  2 

Under  quota  s 

Other  6 
Total  supply 

Exports  2  7 
Domestic  deliveries  2 

Domestic  food  use 

Other  8 
Miscellaneous  ^ 

Use,  total 
Ending  stocks  2  10 

Stocks  to  use  ratio 


1 ,000  short  tons,  raw  value 


1,468 
7,837 
4,392 
3,445 
2,039 
1,335 
704 
1 1 ,344 

405 
9,208 
9,045 

163 

40 

9,653 

1,691 

17.5 


1,691 
7,600 
4,050 
3,550 
1,826 
1,115 
711 
11,117 

440 
9,295 
9,142 

153 

0 

9,735 

1,382 

14.2 


1,368 

7,840 

4,500 

3,340 

2,070 

1,405 

665 

1 1 ,278 

530 

9,275 

9,100 

175 

0 

9,805 

1.473 

15.0 


1,382 
7,920 
4,525 
3,395 
2,090 
1,425 
665 
1 1 ,392 

465 
9,420 
9,245 

175 

0 

9,885 

1,507 

15.2 


Fiscal  years  beginning  Oct.  1.  Includes  Puerto  Rico  except  for  the  September  1994/95  column. 
Puerto  Rico  data  are  preliminary. 

Historical  data  are  from  ASCS,  "Sweetener  Market  Data." 

Forecast  for  1994/95  is  based  on  sugar  beet  production  In  the  October  12  "Crop  Production"  report. 
Sugar  recovery  from  beets  is  the  projected  linear  trend  for  1982-93.  Net  additional  sugar  from 
desugarlzatlon  of  molasses  Is  forecast  at  235,000  STRV. 

Forecast  for  1994/95  mainland  Is  based  on  sugarcane  production  in  the  October  12  "Crop  Produc- 
tion" report,  forecast  percent  of  cane  harvested  for  sugar,  and  sugar  recovery  from  cane  equal  to 
the  1989-93  average  excluding  the  high  and  low  years  for  each  state. 

Actual  arrivals  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  with  late  entries  and  quota  overfills  assigned  to  the  fiscal 
year  In  which  they  actually  arrived.  Forecast  imports  under  quota  in  1994/95  assume  a  shortfall  of 
83,000  tons  from  the  quotas  covering  fiscal  years  1993,  1994,  and  1995. 
Quota  exempt  Imports  (for  reexport,  for  polyhydric  alcohol,  from  Canada,  and  high-duty). 
Mostly  reexports. 

Transfer  to  sugar  containing  products  for  reexport,  for  nonedible  alcohol,  and  feed. 
Residual. 
Includes  approximately  145,000  tons  In  excess  of  marketing  allotments  In  1994/95. 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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WASHINGTON   UPDATE  (Continued  from  page  21) 

October  1994  Production  Forecast  for  1993/94 
SUGAR  PRODUCTION  FORECAST,  1993/94  (FISCAL  YEAR) 


State 


AREA 
TOTAL 


AREA 
SEED 


AREA 
SUGAR 


YIELD 


RAW 
MATERIAL 


RECOV 
(AVG.) 


RAW 
SUGAR 


FLORIDA 

444.0 

19.0 

425.0 

34.1 

14,512 

12.20% 

1,771 

LOUISIANA 

390.0 

30.0 

360.0 

22.8 

8,220 

10.83% 

890 

TEXAS 

44.4 

0.9 

43.5 

32.5 

1,412 

10.06% 

142 

HAWAII 

67.7 

5.4 

62.3 

89.4 

5,570 

12.51% 

697 

PUERTO  RICO 

34,5 

1.0 

33.5 

18,7 

628 

7.96% 

50 

TOTAL 

980.6 

56,3 

924.3 

32,8 

30,342 

11.70% 

3,550 

FROM  BEETS 

1 ,409.4 

18.6 

26,249 

14.67% 

3,850 

FROM  MOLASSES, 

NET 

200 

TOTAL 

15.43% 

4,050 

GRAND  TOTAL 

7,600 

Prod,  estimates  for  beet  sugar  is  based  on  NASS  June  forecast  and  is  consistent  with  other 
info  available  to  ISEC.  Proc.  for  FL,  LA  &  TX  is  from  SMD.  HI  is  ISEC  estimate  based  on  ac- 
tual, OCT.-AUG.  production  in  SMD.  Note  that  TX  prod.  Excludes  2,640  ST  produced  in  SEP 
93.  Raw  material  estimates  are  NASS.  Recoveries  are  derived.  PR  based  on  data  from  Sugar 
Board. 


HIGH  CLEARANCE 


Slow, 

reliable 

workhorses 


Ford  Model  5530  and  6530  high- 
clearance  tractors  offer  a  20Fx12R 
(seven  speeds  under  one  mph)  for 
planting,  cultivating,  spraying, 
harvesting.  Compare  these  features: 

•  Model  5530:  62  PTO  hp 

•  Model  6530:  70  PTO  hp 

•  High  Back 

•  Deluxe  Seat 

•  Roll  Bar 
•12x12  also  available 

•  Mechanical  shuttle  shift 

Call  us.  We'll  set  you  up 
with  a  demonstration. 

M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


msssM 


HOUMA 

1210  ST  CHARLES  ST 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  IH  1466  Low  Clearance,  David  Brown  1200,  2  —  IH  Hydro  100,  Cameco 
Loader  (SP  2000)  w/backhoe,  single  row  —  Broussard  Harvester,  3208  Caterpillar  Engine, 
480  IH  Disc  Harrow,  2  —  Mechanical  Planters,  Prentice  Transloader  (F700  Ford),  Cane 
Trailer,  Various  Field  Equipment.  Call  Joseph  Boudreaux  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  447-7685. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  4430  and  JD  Hi-crop  4230;  Int'l  1066;  Big  Self  Propelled  Cane  Loader 
mounted  on  806  Tractor.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Ammonia  Tank  (500  and  250  gallons);  brand  new  back  end;  never 
been  used.  Price  negotiable.  Dual  Wheel  Rims;  brand  new  for  1066  or  1086  Tractor. 
Call  Malcolm  O.  Landry  at  (318)  365-8402. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Automatic  Cane  Drum-type  Cane  Planters.  $3,000  for  one  or  $5,000  for 
both.  Call  Harold  Freyou  at  (318)  364-5336. 


FOR  SALE:  2  Farmall  A/V  (One  has  Mounted  Sprayer,  Fertilizer  Hopper,  Assortment 
of  Belly  Tools,  Choppers,  Small  Seed  Planter,  Corn  Planter,  and  Drain  Machine.  The 
other  is  for  parts.  Call  (504)  473-9051. 


FOR  SALE:  Cosmoter  Ditcher  —  2  yrs.  old  —  used  once.  Call  (504)  872-8385. 


FOR  SALE:  Sugarcane  Transloader  Grab.  Opens  96  inches.  22  inch  width.  Capacity 
1  —  IV2  Tons.  Rotating,  $2,250.  Also  14  foot  Rhino  bushhog,  $1,250.  Allee,  Allee,  & 
Allen,  St.  James,  LA  (504)  265-3965. 


FOR  SALE:  3  —  42'  2-Compartment  Cane  Trailers,  excellent  tires  and  brakes,  ready 
to  haul  —  $10,000;  4  —  22'  Tandem  Transloader  Hauling  Wagons,  ready  to  haul  — 
$6,500.  Call  Dean  Gravois  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  265-4384  (home),  (504)  265-2156  (shop), 
or  (504)  449-6116  (mobile). 


FOR  SALE:  Case  980B  Excavator  with  digging  and  clean-out  buckets.  Equipped  for 
grab.  Call  Price  Gay  (504)  638-7494  or  (504)  638-6539. 


iff:^ 


Sales  •  Service 
Rent/Lease 


E  &  I  Specialists  Inc. 

COMMUNICATION  DIVISION 

—  A  Full  Service  E  &  I  Company  - 


Major  Brands  of 
Communication  Equipment 

Rohm  Towers 


Farm  &  Marine  Radio 
&  Antenna  Equipment 

24-Hour  Emergency  Service 


52410  Clark  Road  •  White  Castle,  LA  70788  •  504-545-3244  •  504-545-3970 
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IN  THE  FACTORY      (Continued  from  page  12) 


activities  for  most  of  the  year.  Profes- 
sional development  becomes  difficult 
under  these  conditions. 

Given  a  modest  appreciation  of  the 
essential  technology  of  raw  sugar  pro- 
duction, it  is  possible  to  operate  a  small 
raw  sugar  factory  by  a  "seat  of  the 
pants"  approach.  This  can  be  learned  in 
the  factory  without  exposure  to  the 
underlying  scientific  and  technical  prin- 
ciples. However,  this  is  completely  in- 
adequate for  a  large  and  modern  factory. 
Some  specialization  in  the  various 
aspects  of  the  process  would  be  in- 
evitable to  achieve  maximum  perform- 
ance of  the  factory. 

Laboratory  personnel  at  the  hypo- 
thetical mill  would  need  to  appreciate 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

ludependendy  Serving  Farmen  Since  1965 

•  Crop  Management      •  Pest  Scouting 

•  RSD  Testing  •  Soil  Testing 

•  Otiier  Services 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  BS,  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Office/Home  Phone  &  FAX  (504)  446-3520 

Mobile  (504)  449-6170 


modern  analytical  methodology  and 
data  processing.  Also  essential  is  an 
understanding  of  the  implications  of  the 
data  produced  for  the  operation  and  pro- 
fitability of  the  factory.  Much  current 
data  collection  is  by  rote  and  has  limited 
connection  with  actual  operations.  This 
would  not  be  acceptable  in  the  modern 
mill. 

The  next  generation  of  technical/ 
managerial  personnel  will  have  to  be 
graduate  engineers  or  scientists.  Their 
basic  training  in  their  disciplines  would 
give  them  the  background  to  these  ac- 
tivities in  the  mill  but  would  not  deal 
with  the  specialized  knowledge  related 
to  cane  processing  and  sugar  production. 
Examples  of  specialized  knowledge  re- 
quired are  the  physical  and  microbiolog- 
ical properties  of  cane,  sugar  quality 
parameters  and  process  conditions  re- 
quired to  achieve  them,  energy  systems 
and  management,  operating  conditions 
appropriate  for  the  stability  of  sucrose, 
and  conditions  for  optimum  operation  of 
unit  operations,  e.g.  clarification, 
crystallization,  etc. 

The  list  could  be  very  long  but  the 
(Continued  on  page  25) 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 

L 


ANE 


Tractor 
Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Jeanerette,  LA 
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IN  THE  FACTORY      (Continued  from  page  24) 


critical  point  is  that  these  factors  should 
not  be  viewed  or  learned  from  a  routine 
operational  standpoint.  The  factory 
operation  is  a  dynamic  process  with  con- 
tinuous change  and  an  appreciation  of 
the  underlying  scientific  principles  is 
necessary.  Much  information  of  this 
type  is  readily  available  but  it  is  not  nor- 
mally part  of  the  knowledge  base  of  fac- 
tory personnel.  This  cannot  be  achieved 
in  the  factory  and  training  in  a  more  for- 
mal context  outside  the  mill  is  required. 

The  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  has  a 
long  history  of  training  for  the  sugar  in- 
dustry but  this  activity  has  been  rather 
limited  over  the  last  few  decades.  The 
curtailment  of  training  activities  for  the 
sugar  industry  was  in  part  due  to  the 
large  supply  of  skilled  Cuban  sugar 
technologists  following  the  revolution. 
Short  courses  on  some  specialized  topics 
are  now  offered  but  these  are  not  really 
adequate  for  in-depth  training.  Also, 
there  is  the  question  of  expectations 
from  such  courses  and  the  perceptions 
of  the  teachng  staff  and  those  attending 
the  courses.  In  some  cases  those  attend- 
ing the  courses  may  not  have  the  back- 
ground in  the  subject  that  is  assumed  by 
the  instructor.  Currently  there  are  no 
graduate  programs  in  sugar  technology 
and  graduate  students  supported  by  ASI 
get  their  degrees  in  conventional  sub- 


HEARNE  AUTOMATIC  PLANTERS 


SIMPLY  BETTER 


SIMPLE 

RUGGED 

RELIABLE 


NEW  OR 
RETROFIT  UNITS 


for  information  call: 

318-942-8180  or  fax  318-942-8377 

HEARNE  CONSULTING,  INC. 

120  Bols  de  Chene,  Opelousas,  LA  70570 


jects  such  as  chemical  engineering  and 
food  science.  However,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  correctly,  not  more  than  two 
people  with  graduate  degrees  through 
ASI  have  entered  the  sugar  industry 
and  none  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  sub- 
ject of  training  for  the  industry  should 
be  one  for  serious  discussion  in  the  im- 
mediate future. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


Ask  your  LAND 
BANK  ASSOCIATION 
about     ...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  yova  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today 
are  looking  at  wa)^  to  increase 
their  productivity  ...  buy  or  im- 
prove land  ...  build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION 
can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the 
Land  Bank  Association  to 
discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


^^m^^m 


Opelc 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 


LENDER 

(E4c|uat  10/93) 
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Assistant  Manager 

for  Sugarcane  Operation 

1500  Acre  Farm 
Lower  Mississippi  River  Area 

Age,  Marital  Status,  Experience 

anof 
Education  Will  Be  Considered 

Position  will  require  some  Office, 
as  well  as  Shop  work. 

Send  Resume  to: 

Lanaux  Brothers  Farm 
156  Glendale  PItn.  Rd. 
Edgard,  LA  70049 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

It  is  important  that  quarter  drains  be 
kept  clean  as  fields  are  harvested  so  that 
standing  water  can  be  kept  to  a 
minimum.  This  will  not  guarantee  a 
good  stand  in  the  spring  but  does  give 
you  the  best  chance  to  save  eyes  in  the 
ground  so  that  they  have  an  opportuni- 
ty to  germinate  in  the  spring.  Research 
has  shown  that  yields  can  definitely  be 
reduced  by  allowing  cane  shoots  and 
stubble  pieces  to  stand  in  wet  conditions. 
It  is  essential  in  obtaining  optimum 
yields  that  you  avoid  standing  water 
during  the  winter  as  much  as  possible! 

A  SPECIAL  THANKS  TO  OUR 
COMMERCIAL  MEMBERS 

FOR  THEIR  SUPPORT 
THROUGHOUT  THE  YEAR 


''Specializing  In  Transmission  and  Differential 

Rebuilding  For  All  Sizes,  Makes,  and  Models 

of  Trucks,  Steiger  &  Versatile  Tractors 


TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 

TRANSMISSION 

Fuller  •  Spicer 

New  Process  •  Clark 

GMC  •  Warner 

International 


SPECIALIST 
Transfer  Cases 

•  Rockwell  •   New  Process 


FWD 


DIFFERENTIALS 


Eaton 

International 

Dana-Spicer 


Rockwell 
GMC 


ALSO  STOCKING  AN  ASSORTMENT  OF 
REBUILT  &  USED  DIESEL  ENGINES 


•  Full  Service  Repair  Shop 

•  Engine  Overhauls 

•  Brake  Jobs  —  Trucks  &  Trailers 

•  Installation  of  Transmission  &  Diff.'s 

•  Transmission  &  differential  parts  for 
Versatile  &  Steiger  tractors  etc. 


Chelsea 


® 


DANA 


WET  LINE  KITS 
PTO,  PUMP,  TANK 

&  HOSES 
Your  Only  Authorized 
Acadiana  Distributor 


US  &  LA  Watts  1-800-222-2986 

318-684-3168  •  684-3151 

411  W.  Railroad  •  Church  Point,  La.  70525 
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Louisiana 

Sugar 

Industry 

Commemorates 

200  years 

of 
Commercial 

Sugar 
Production 
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Mailing  List  Update 

n  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

D  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


.Zip. 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302-0938 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 


NOVEMBER,  1994 


27 


i   Commercial  Members  of  the 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 
OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 

P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

J.I.  CASE 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 

John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 

P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 
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St.  Mary  Sugar  Cooperative 
Jeanerette,  Louisiana 


S 


u 


This  factory  is  located  on  La.  Hwy.  According  to  the  Gilmore  Louisiana 

182, 10  miles  west  of  Franklin,  La.,  and  Sugar  Manual,  St.  Mary  Sugar  Coop- 

3.6  miles  east  of  Jeanerette,  LA.  Con-  erative  had  a  capacity  of  1,750  tons  of 

structed  in  1947,  the  factory  was  owned  ^^^^  ^^^  24  hours  in  its  first  year  of 

by    42    Co-op    members,    which    was  ^.          rm  •                ^i      r^          ^ 

.     J        T        -i  A   1r^Ar>  rT^  J       ^i  operations.    This  year,  the  Co-op  has 

organized  on  June  14,  1946.  Today,  the  ^        ,   ^         .„         ,          .  ^   n. 

membership    has    increased    to    90  replaced  the  mill  tandem  with  five  new 

members  from   St.   Mary   and   Iberia  ^4"  x  48"  mills.  Today,  the  grinding 

Parishes.  These  members  supply  100%  capacity  exceeds  7,000  tons  of  cane  per 

of  the  total  cane  milled  by  the  factory.  24  hours. 
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WE  TURN  CIRCLES 

INSIDE  THE 

COMPETITION 


Ask  us  about  the  all-new  John  Deere 
8000  Series  Tractors. 

They  offer  the  tightest  narrow- 
row  MFWD  turn  radius  you  can 
get  on  high-horsepower  tractors. 
John  Deere  moved  the  engine  forward 
44  inches  to  improve  ballasting  and 
transport  stability,  as  well  as  greatly 
enhance  visibility. 

They  also  raised  it  10  inches,  so 
the  wheels  tuck  easily  underneath 
the  engine  and  frame  . . .  giving  you 
a  turn  radius  that's  nothing  less  than 
phenomenal.  It's  a  feature  that's  built 
in,  not  added  on  later. 

And  servicing  the  MFWD  is  a  cinch. 
The  constant-velocity  U-joints  are  fully 
sealed,  lubed-for-life.  In  fact,  there  are 
only  eight,  easy-to-reach  zerks  that, 
under  normal  conditions,  need  service 
only  every  250  hours. 


160-hp  8100 


180-hp  8200 


200-hp  8300 


225-hp  8400 


Maneuverability  is  outstanding.  The  outside 
tracks  were  made  with  a  major  competitor's 
tractor  set  on  60-inch  treads  with  16.9x30  tires 
with  fenders.  Inside  tracks  were  made  with  a 
new  8000  Series  Tractor  with  fenders  and  the 
same  size  tires,  set  on  true  60 -inch  treads, 
without  using  brakes. 


The  new  8000  Series  Tractors  are  very  well- 
suited  for  working  in  cane.  The  driveshaft  is 
intearated  into  the  tractor  chassis,  increasing 
under- frame  clearance.  There  are  no  driveline 
U-joints.  Power  goes  directly  from  the 
transmission  to  the  4 -pinion,  limited-slip 
differential.  There  s  less  maintenance.  Plus  you 
get  plenty  of  traction  to  handle  muddy 
conditions.  And  optional  hitch- lift  capacity  is 
over  15,000  pounds  on  the  225-hp  8400  and 
200-hp  8300  Tractors,  and  over  14,000  pounds 
on  the  180-hp  8200  and  160-hp  8100. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J,  Melancon 


Looking  back  at  last  week's  mid- 
term congressional  elections  reflects  a 
nation  of  people  who  perceive  that 
government  has  either  grown  too  big  or 
continues  to  overstep  its  boundaries  and 
authorities  or  some  other  perceived  or 
real  impression  that  either  this  Presi- 
dent, this  Congress,  or  government  as  a 
whole  is  not  doing  the  job  that  it  should. 
I  have  told  numerous  people  during  my 
first  two  years  at  the  League  that  I  felt 
term  limits  were  not  in  the  best  interest 
of  any  given  state  or  their  people.  To  me, 
having  participated  in  government, 
term  limits  is,  in  fact,  detrimental. 
Regardless  of  whether  you  are  for  or 
against  term  limits  let  me  point  out  that 
this  past  election  was  the  perfect  exam- 
ple of  what  the  electorate  can  do  when 
it  so  decides.  There  were  numerous 
members  of  congress,  including  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  who  were  turned 
out  by  voters  for  whatever  reason.  My 
guess  is  that  all  people  in  politics  who 
pay  close  attention  to  their  constituents' 
concerns  during  their  entire  terms,  not 
just  at  election  time,  can  get  re-elected. 
Forget  who  sent  you  and  they  (the  elec- 
torate) will  send  someone  else  next  time. 

A  number  of  people  in  the  industry 
who  have  called  or  I  have  visited  with 
personally,  have  asked  "where  does  this 
election  leave  us?"  As  I  told  one  fellow 
the  day  after  the  election  *'it  leaves  us 
here,  but  I'm  not  quite  sure  where  here 
is  at  this  time."  That  statement  sounds 
awfully  dumb,  but  with  the  sweeping 
change  in  the  membership  we  find  a 
Congress  with  a  new  complexion;  not 
necessarily  just  a  change  in  people,  but 


a  change  to  some  extent  in  philosophy. 
To  what  extent  the  Congress  will 
change  philosophically  will  tell  in  the 
upcoming  year.  The  question,  "where 
are  we"  is  being  asked  by  every  group 
who  has  any  interest  in  Washington 
whatsoever  and  probably  a  similar 
response  is  being  received. 

As  regards  the  Louisiana  delegation, 
we  were  very  fortunate  in  that  the  en- 
tire House  delegation  was  re-elected  and 
that  neither  of  our  senators  were  up  for 
re-election.  Therefore,  Louisiana's 
legislators  remain  in  Washington.  This 
is  very  important  due  to  the  number  of 
legislators  now  in  the  congress  who  have 
never  been  a  part  of  the  debate  on  the 
Food  Security  Act.  Some  of  these  new 
members  may  not  understand  farm  pro- 
grams, the  reason  for  farm  policy,  nor 
foreign  agriculture  policy  versus  our 
domestic  agricultural  policies.  I  am 
hopeful  that  our  delegation  will  be  able 
to  assist  us  in  our  effort  of  enlightening 
their  new  colleagues  by  imparting  their 
knowledge  why  a  good  strong  agricul- 
tural policy  is  important  to  the  health 
and  well  being  of  this  great  country. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


REPUBLICANS  SWEEP 
MID-YEAR  ELECTIONS 

On  November  8,  the  world  turned 
upside  down.  The  Republicans  gained 
control  of  the  Senate  which  they  last 
held  in  1986  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  they  have  not  con- 
trolled since  1954.  The  Democrats  lost 
52  seats  in  the  House  and  the  Republi- 
cans gained  9  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  Speaker  to  be  of  the  House  to  be, 
Newt  Gingrich  (R-GA)  and  Majority 
Leader  to  be  Robert  Dole  (R-KS)  have 
stated  that  they  will  work  together  and 
with  President  Clinton  on  issues  that 
will  attract  bipartisan  votes. 

There  is  much  speculation  that  the 
Republicans  will  restructure  many  of 
the  committees  by  elimination  and 
reorganization.  The  GOP  leadership  has 
stated  that  they  will  most  likely 
eliminate  the  House  Merchant  Marine 
and  Fisheries  Committee,  the  House  Ad- 
ministration Committee,  the  Post  Office 
and  Civil  Service  Committee,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia  Committee.  The 
policy  matters  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
those  panels  would  be  given  by  other 
committees  in  a  major  realignment  of 
the  committee  system  that  could  also  see 
the  dismantling  of  the  powerful  House 
Energy  and  Commerce  Committee. 
There  will  be  little  dismantlement  and 
reorganization  of  committees  in  the 
Senate  —  only  members  shifting  their 
committee  assignments  and 
chairmanships. 

This  Republican  sweep  also  brings 
new  chairmen  to  the  helm  of  the  Senate 
and  House  Agriculture  Committees. 
Senator  Dick  Lugar  (R-IN)  will  lead  the 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee  and 
Representative  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS)  will 
take  charge  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee.  Republicans  will  have  the 
chairmanships  of  the  subcommittees  as 


well.  It  is  believed  that  the  Committees 
will  continue  to  work  on  a  bipartisan 
basis  on  agriculture  issues.  However, 
environmental  issues  will  be  empha- 
sized less  in  connection  with 
agricultural  issues.  Federal  farm  pro- 
grams may  continue  to  feel  pressure  due 
to  the  conservative  budgetary  tide. 

GATT  Update 

President  Clinton  announced  that 
he  would  work  with  Senator  Robert  Dole 
(R-KS)  in  crafting  language  with  regard 
to  the  standing  of  the  United  States  in 
the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO). 
The  WTO  is  due  to  replace  the  GATT  as 
the  principal  arbitrator  of  world  trade 
on  January  1, 1995.  The  WTO  will  judge 
and  resolve  trade  disputes,  but  no  nation 
will  have  a  veto  over  the  outcome,  as  in 
the  past.  Senator  Dole  would  like 
greater  congressional  oversight  and  is 
concerned  that  the  U.S.  would  lose 
sovereignty  over  its  own  trade-related 
laws.  The  President  has  emphasized  the 
importance  of  passage  to  insure 
economic  prosperity  in  the  United 
States.  The  Agreement  was  signed  by 
more  than  100  countries  last  April  after 
more  than  seven  years  of  negotiations. 
The  "fast  track"  legislative  procedure 
which  allows  a  bill  to  pass  through  Con- 
gress without  amendment,  will  expire 
next  year.  Senator  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC) 
has  requested  that  the  vote  on  GATT  be 
delayed  until  next  year.  It  is  uncertain 
whether  the  House  will  vote  on  the 
Agreement,  November  29, 1994  and  the 
Senate  on  December  1,  1994,  as 
expected. 

USDA  REORGANIZATION 
IMPLEMENTED  BY  ESPY 

On    October    20    Secretary    Espy 
signed    orders    to    implement    the 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

USDA  STATION  &  SENATOR  J.  BENNETT  JOHNSTON 
NEW  INSECT  PEST  IN  LOUISIANA  —  CROP  REPORT 


As  reported  in  the  October  issue  of 
the  Sugar  Bulletin,  the  USDA  Station 
in  Houma  received  favorable  votes  in 
the  U.S.  Congress  which  overturned 
recommendations  by  the  USDA  Ad- 
ministration that  the  Station  be  closed 
beginning  October  1,  1994.  Many  U.S. 
Senators  and  Representatives  from 
Louisiana  and  elsewhere  were  impor- 
tant in  the  vote  to  save  the  Station. 
However,  Senator  J.  Bennett  Johnston, 
was  a  key  figure  in  the  efforts  to  insure 
that  the  Station  would  retain  funding 
for  at  least  one  additional  year  and  con- 
tinue to  provide  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry with  research  data  that  it  needs 
to  remain  efficient.  This  industry  cer- 
tainly owes  a  tremendous  vote  of 
gratitude  to  Senator  Johnston  for  his 
endeavors. 

Because  of  Senator  Johnston's  ef- 
forts, a  visit  to  the  Houma  facility,  an 
informal  gathering  with  the  staff  at  the 
Houma  Station,  and  a  reception  with  in- 
dustry members  was  organized  and  held 
on  October  21,  1994.  In  a  brief  presen- 
tation to  the  employees  of  the  station. 
Senator  Johnston  confirmed  his  commit- 
ment to  work  foiTcontinued  funding  for 
the  facility.  The  Senator's  remarks  were 
followed  by  a  tour  of  the  research  facili- 
ty where  individual  scientists  were  af- 
forded the  opportunity  to  explain  their 
research  activities.  The  tour,  led  by 
ASCL  Legislative  Committee  Chairman 
Charles  Thibaut,  also  demonstrated  the 
significance  of  the  station's  work  to  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

Following  his  visit  to  the  USDA 
facility,  a  reception  was  held  at  the 
Southdown  Museum  in  Houma  where 
numerous  industry  members  were  pre- 
sent to  spend  time  with  the  Senator  and 


his  staff.  Pictures  of  the  Station  tour  and 
the  reception  can  be  seen  in  the  accom- 
panying photographs. 

NEW  INSECT  PEST  IN  LOUISIANA 

In  October  of  this  year.  Dr.  Bill 
White  of  USDA  in  Houma,  Dr.  Omelio 
Sosa  of  USDA  in  Canal  Point,  and  Dr. 
Gene  Reagan  of  LSU  collected  a  sample 
of  a  previously  unreported  insect  in  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry.  This  plant- 
hopper,  referred  to  as  a  sugarcane 
delphacid,  has  the  scientific  name  of 
Perkinsiella  saccharicidae  Kirkaldy. 
The  planthopper,  although  not  reported 
before  in  Louisiana,  was  found  in 
Hawaii  in  1900,  Florida  in  1982  and 
Georgia  in  1983.  It  can  also  be  found  in 
many  other  sugarcane  producing  coun- 
tries around  the  world,  including 
Australia  where  it  is  native  to,  island 
countries  in  the  Pacific  and  Indian 
Oceans,  and  countries  in  South  America 
and  Africa.  This  insect  was  once  shown 
to  be  a  serious  threat  to  sugarcane  in 
Hawaii  and  other  areas.  Damage  can  be 
caused  by  the  feeding  of  adults  and 
nymphs  on  sugarcane  sap.  Leaves  red- 
den and  desiccate  and  often  sooty  mold 
on  the  honeydew  excreted  by  the  insects 
impairs  photosynthesis. 

Although  this  planthopper  can  cause 
damage,  a  more  serious  potential  threat 
from  this  insect  is  that  it  is  the  carrier 
or  vector  for  the  dreaded  Fiji  disease.  Fiji 
is  caused  by  a  virus  and  when  spread  by 
Perkinsiella,  has  caused  serious  pro- 
blems in  the  Orient,  islands  of  the 
southern  Pacific,  and  Madagascar.  The 
disease  has  never  been  found  in  U.S. 
producing  states  or  even  the  western 
hemisphere.  However,  with  the  vector, 
(Continued  on  page  25) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 

The  following  is  a  short  questionnaire  that  will  help  to  strengthen  our  "grass 
roots"  and  make  us  more  effective  in  working  with  the  Legislature.  You  would 
be  amazed  at  how  seriously  (honest)  legislators  treat  letters  and  phone  calls  from 
their  constituents.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  complete  it,  and  return  it  to  us. 

Spradley  &  Spradley 
7612  Picardy  Ave.,  Ste.  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

GRASS  ROOTS  QUESTIONNAIRE 


NAME__ HOME  PHONE. 

HOME  ADDRESS 


BUSINESS BUSINESS  PHONE 

BUSINESS  ADDRESS 

BUSINESS  FAX 


STATE  REPRESENTATIVE* 


HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  HIM/HER? 

VERY  WELL SPEAK  WITH  HIM/HER  OCCASIONALLY NOT  WELL 

WOULD  YOU  BE  WILLING  TO  CALL/MEET  WITH  HIM/HER  REGARDING  ONE 
OR  TWO  LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES  EACH  YEAR? 

YES NO 

STATE  SENATOR*  

HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  HIM/HER? 

VERY  WELL SPEAK  WITH  HIM/HER  OCCASIONALLY NOT  WELL 


WOULD  YOU  BE  WILLING  TO  CALL/MEET  WITH  HIM/HER  REGARDING  ONE 
OR  TWO  LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES  EACH  YEAR? 

YES NO 


Because  of  redistricting,  you  might  not  be  certain  of  your  State  Representative  or  Senator.  If  this  is 
the  case,  call  whom  you  think  is  your  Representative  or  Senator;  that  office  should  be  able  to  tell  you 
for  sure.  Another  office  to  check  with  would  be  your  local  Registrar  of  Voters. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


ENCORE 
PERFORMANCE 


INTRODUCING  THE  7240  MAGNUM. 


You  appreciated  the  original  MAGNUM™ 
line  for  what  it  gave  you  ...  more 
reliability,  durability  and  performance. 

Now  you  deserve  an  even  higher 
standard  of  agricultural  power:  the  new 
7200  Series  MAGNUM  line.  With  a 
choice  of  five  tractors,  including  the  big 
7240  with  195  PTOhp. 

Here  are  a  few  of  the  highlights: 
•  A  high-technology  Case  8.3  L 

505  cu.  in.  engine  that  provides 

more  fuel-efficient  power. 


•  A  standard  18-speed  powershift 
transmission  that  combines  the  right 
speeds  with  even  more  control. 

•  Up  to  11  %  tighter  turning  capability. 

•  Operator  comfort,  instrumentation 
and  visibility  that's  better  than 
ever  before. 

Stop  by  today  and  see  the  new 
7200  Series  MAGNUM  tractor  line  ... 
the  fitting  encore  to  the  quality 
standard  set  seven  years  ago. 


Gremllllon's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)  667-6535 


Lanier  Implement 
Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 
Jeanerefte,  1^ 
(318)  276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


DECEMBER,  1994 


IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


WHAT  DO  WE  REALLY  NEED  TO  KNOW  ABOUT  CANE? 


Our  business  is  the  production  of 
raw  sugar  from  cane  and  the  quality  of 
the  material  processed  is  a  critical  fac- 
tor in  determining  the  efficiency  of  the 
factory  and  the  quality  of  the  product. 
The  subject  of  cane  quality  is  as  old  as 
the  cane  industry  and  will  continue  to 
be  discussed  as  long  as  there  is  a  cane 
industry. 

Field  operations  and  the  varieties 
grown  are  continuously  changing. 
Changes  in  operation  in  the  field  are  due 
to  changing  technology;  for  example: 
harvesting  and  loading  systems  and  due 
to  weather  conditions  —  quite  distinct  in 
concept  but  overlapping  in  impact.  The 
recent  heavy  rains  in  Florida  will  affect 
field  operations  there  and  would  have 
caused  severe  difficulties  in  Louisiana 
if  the  storm  had  come  in  this  direction. 
However,  the  problems  would  be  dif- 
ferent from  those  in  Florida  and  would 
vary  from  mill  to  mill. 

The  primary  factor  for  determina- 
tion of  cane  quality  is  the  amount  of 
sugar  that  can  be  recovered.  This  is 
readily  determined  by  standard  pro- 
cedures which  are  well  established.  Of 
more  interest  is  the  difficulties  (or  ease) 
involved  in  recovering  this  sugar  —  the 
additional  energy  involved  in  milling, 
the  wear  to  pumps,  the  time  and  com- 
plexity of  crystallization,  clarification 
and  filtration  problems  and,  last  but  not 
least,  the  quality  of  the  raw  sugar 
product. 

Some  of  these  factors  are  intrinsic  to 
the  cane  and  are  characteristic  of  the 
variety,  its  maturity  and  the  level  of  fer- 


tilization, etc.  .  .  .  Sucrose  levels  and 
juice  purity  are  routinely  determined  for 
each  new  variety  but  there  are  other  fac- 
tors which  may  be  significant.  Starch 
levels  are  variety  dependent  and  could 
be  a  routine  evaluation  factor  in  assess- 
ing varieties. 

An  interesting  work  was  published 
several  decades  ago  in  which  the  organic 
acid  content  of  Louisiana  cane  was 
measured  and  the  conclusion  drawn 
that  high  levels  of  aconitic  acid  were 
found  in  the  western  area  of  the  Louis- 
iana cane  belt.  Although  it  is  agreed 
that  the  level  of  phosphate  in  juice  is  a 
crucial  factor  in  achieving  good  clarifica- 
tion, the  levels  of  aconitic  and  other 
acids  are  much  higher  than  for  phos- 
phate and  play  a  major  role  in  the  buf- 
fering capacity  of  cane  juice.  These 
materials  also  form  calcium  salts  with 
complex  solubility  properties  which  af- 
fect clarification,  evaporation  and 
refinery  operations.  A  re-evaluation  of 
this  subject  is  probably  worthwhile, 
especially  since  the  only  comprehensive 
data  is  forty  years  old. 

Numerous  other  factors  could  be 
listed  for  the  assessment  of  cane  from  a 
processing  standpoint.  Examples  are 
color,  poly-saccharides  and  specific  ash 
components.  Although  these  analyses 
can  be  performed  without  too  much  dif- 
ficulty, the  question  always  arises  about 
the  extent  to  which  the  levels  of  any 
component  are  affected  by  the  conditions 
under  which  the  cane  is  grown  and 
harvested. 

(Continued  on  page  28) 
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1994  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  PHOTOS 


ERIC  and  JUDY  DUPONT  Geft),  and  SUE  and  DANIEL  DUPONT  (right)  - 
Top  Pjtrish  Producer,  St  Martin  Parish  —  Alfred  Guidry  —  St.  Martin  County  Agent 


ANTOINE  LUKE  Geft) 

Top  Parish  Producer 
St.  Mary  Parish 

Don  Fontenot  — 

County  Agent 

(right) 


-'  V? "  ^     M"-        'A'- 


r" 


RAYMOND  LEE  MITCHELL 

aeft) 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Vermilion  Parish 

Howard  Cormier  — 
County  Agent 
(right) 


(Photos  continued  on  page  12) 
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BOBBY  MORRIS  Qeft) 

West  Baton  Rouge 
Parish 

1994  Outstanding 
Young  Farmer 

(center) 

DALE  MORRIS  - 

Receiving  Award  for 

ROBERT  MORRIS  - 

Top  Parish  Producer  — 
West  Baton  Rouge 

Kim  Landry  — 
County  Agent  (right) 


NICOLE  CORMIER 

(center) 

St.  Martin  Parish 

1994  Outstanding  Young 
Farmer 

Daughter  of 
Deborah  and  Philip 
Cormier 


JACK  VIATOR  Geft) 

and  GEORGE 

VIATOR  (center) 

District  Acreage 
Category  Winner 

Norris  Grabert  — 

Iberia  County  Agent 

(right) 
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(Photos  continued  on  page  13) 
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TOMMY 

VIATOR  (Left) 

and  PAT 

VIATOR 

(center) 

District 

Acreage 

Category 

Award 

Norris  Grabert 

Iberia  County 

Agent  (right) 


JOHN  GAY  and  wife  KAREN 
A     District  Acreage  Category  Award 


SETH  J.  SEGURA  Geft) 

receives  an  award  from 

Dr.  Stanley  Lamendola 

State  Winner  in 

Sugarcane  Projects  — 

State  4-H  Records 

Contest 

Louisiana  Cooperative 

Extension  Service,  LSU 

Agricultural  Center 
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KEITH  MARTIN,  MICHAEL  MARTIN,  AND  WAYNE  POCHE  - 
MARTIN  &  POCHE  FARMS,  INC.  -  Top  20  Producer,  11th  Place 
Jimmy  Garrett,  St.  James  County  Agent  (left) 


MICHAEL  DORNIER  (right) 

DORNIER  FARM 

Top  20  Producer  - 
4th  Place 
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Top  Parish  Producer  — 
St.  James  Parish 

Jimmy  Garrett  — 
St.  James  County  Agent  (left) 


IVY  BYE  (right) 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Jimmy  Garrett  — 
St.  James  County  Agent  (left) 


(Continued  on  page  15) 
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GREG,  CHARLES, 
JR.,  DICKIE,  AND 
CHARLES,  SR. 
PHILLIP  AND 
CHARLES,  III  (front) 

BLACKBERRY 
FARMS,  INC. 

Top  20  Producer  - 
'^■S'S^wrl        13***  Place 

Jimmy  Garrett  — 

St.  James  County 

Agent  Geft) 


CARL  AND  CHARLES  WAGUESPACK  -  WAGUESPACK  FARMS  - 

Top  20  Producer,  7th  Place  —  District  Acreage  Category  Winner  — 

Jimmy  Garrett,  St.  James  County  Agent  (right) 


DAVID  RODRIGUE  (right) 

GOLDMINE  PLANTATION 

Top  Parish  Winner  — 
St.  John  the  Baptist 

Larry  Brock  — 

St.  John  the  Baptist 

County  Agent  Geft) 


(Continued  on  page  16) 
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SIMON  LANDRY  Geft) 

Top  20  Producer 

16th  Place 

Rick  Louque  — 

Assumption  County 

Agent  (right) 


> 


J 


1      ^ 


\L 


CLINT  FREYOU 

(right) 

\     CLINT  FREYOU 
FARMS 

District  Acreage 
Category  Winner 

Norris  Grabert,  Jr.  — 
Iberia  County  Agent 
Qeft) 
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JERRY  McKEE,  MIKE  HEBERT,  AND  HOUSTON  GERVAIS  - 

LAUREL  VALLEY  PLANTATION  -  Top  20  Producer,  19th  Place  - 

Mike  Hebert,  Lafourche  County  Agent  Geft) 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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BOBBY,  PERCY  (PJ)  AND  MANUEL  ACOSTA  -  ACOSTA  BROTHERS  FARM  - 
Top  20  Producer,  12th  Place  —  Mike  Hebert,  Lafourche  County  Agent  Geft) 

(Continued  on  page  26) 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
BUS  TRIP  1995 

Once  again  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  hosting  a  bus  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.  Exact  dates  and  the  final  itinerary  have  not  yet  been  set, 
but  it  is  expected  that  the  trip  will  take  place  during  late  January  or  early 
February.  During  1995,  debate  on  the  Food  Security  Act  will  get  underway 
and  our  visit  would  be  a  good  time  for  you  to  see  what  goes  on  in  our  Nation's 
Capitol.  We  hope  to  meet  with  our  Congressmen  and  perhaps  visit  with  them 
in  their  offices. 

Since  there  will  probably  be  many  people  interested  in  making  the  trip, 
we  will  handle  reservations  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  If  you  are  at  all 
interested  in  making  this  trip,  please  fill  out  this  form  and  return  it  to  the  League 
office  as  soon  as  possible. 

*************************** 

BUS  TRIP  1995 


Name: 


Address: 


City: State: Zip: 

Phone  Number:   


Return  to:  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  P.O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


STOP 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI, 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269         (504)  447-2696 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foiics  Who  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

(^x         ^  We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


LESTER  SIMON 
New  Iberia  •  (318)  364-0217 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 
Thibodaux  •  (504)  446-9450 
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CAMECO  PRESENTS 


A  FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE  CANE  TRACTOR 
that  is: 

Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4  X  38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  with  Bumper 


For  More  Details  Contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  South  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-6314 


DECEMBER,  1994 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


reorganization  plans  of  USDA  which 
Congress  passed.  These  reforms  will 
eliminate  14  USDA  agencies,  reduce  the 
number  of  USDA  field  offices  by  one 
third,  decrease  USDA  staff  by  11,000 
and  save  taxpayers  up  to  $3.6  billion 
over  the  next  five  years. 

Espy  also  announced  the  appointees 
for  the  six  under  secretary  positions  of 
USDA.  They  are:  Bob  Nash,  Rural 
Economic  and  Community  Develop- 
ment, formerly  under  secretary  for 
small  community  and  rural  develop- 
ment; Eugene  Moos,  Farm  and  Foreign 
Agricultural  Services,  formerly  under 
secretary  for  international  affairs  and 
commodity  programs;  Ellen  Haas,  Food, 
Nutrition,  and  Consumer  Services, 
formerly  assistant  secretary  for  food  and 
consumer  services;  James  Lyons, 
Natural  Resources  and  Environment, 


formerly  assistant  secretary  for  natural 
resources  and  environment;  R.D. 
Plowman,  Research  Education  and 
Economists,  formerly  assistant 
secretary  for  science  and  education  ad- 
ministration; and  Michael  Taylor,  Food 
Safety,  formerly  administrator  of  the 
food  safety  and  inspection  service. 

The  Farm  Service  Agency  has  been 
established  which  is  the  official  name  of 
the  USDA  agency  that  is  a  consolidation 
of  the  Agricultural  Stabilization  Ser- 
vice, the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Cor- 
poration and  the  Farmers  Home  Ad- 
ministration. Three  acting  deputy  ad- 
ministrators have  been  named:  Grant 
Buntrock  for  farm  programs;  Ken 
Acker  man  for  risk  management;  and 
Lou  Anne  King  for  farm  credit 
programs. 

(Continued  on  page  21) 


Ask  your  LAND   BANK  ASSOCIATION 

about     ... 

financing  to  buy  land  or 

improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways 
to  increase  their  productivity  ...  buy  or  improve 
land   ...  build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  LAND  BANK 
ASSOCIATION  can  provide  the  long-term  credit  to  help. 
If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing, 
see  the  people  at  the  Land   Bank  Association 
to   discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 


Baton  Rouge  Opelousas 

(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461 


LENDER 

(E4hotf   10/^3) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  20) 


Espy  announced  that  he  will  close 
some  1,200  USDA  field  offices  before  he 
is  scheduled  to  leave  office  on  December 
31. 

USDA  ISSUES  FINAL  ALLOTMENTS 
AND  REASSIGNMENTS 

USDA  announced  on  November  2 
the  final  marketing  allotments  and 
allocations  for  sugar  for  fiscal  year  1995. 
7,889  million  short  tons  was  maintained 
as  the  overall  marketing  allotment. 
USDA  issued  a  minor  change  in  approx- 
imately 200  tons  from  the  beet  sugar  in- 
dustry sector  to  the  raw  cane  sugar  in- 
dustry's allotment.  This  change  was  not 
significant  to  change  the  overall  allot- 
ment percentage  breakdown  of  55%  for 
beet  sugar  processors  and  45%  for  raw 
cane  sugar  processors. 

1995  FARM  BILL  WORKING  GROUPS 

The  White  House  has  set  up  an  in- 
teragency working  group  to  develop 
position  statements  on  the  1995  Farm 
Bill  including  environment,  conserva- 
tion, and  food  safety  issues.  It  is  believed 
by  the  Administration  that  this  legisla- 
tion may  also  serve  as  a  vehicle  for 
water  quality  initiatives.  The  White 
House  plans  to  set  up  8  subgroups 


chaired  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture and  a  White  House  official.  These 
subgroups  are:  international;  rural 
development;  environment  and  conser- 
vation; general  commodity  and  farm 
programs;  food  and  nutrition;  food  safe- 
ty; domestic  marketing  and  promotion; 
and  research,  education  and  economics. 
The  subgroups  were  asked  to  prepare 
memos  for  the  White  House  covering 
their  given  subject  areas,  including 
major  issues  and  credible  solutions  to 
problems. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  November  1  forecast  reported  at 
31.8  million  tons  was  up  2  percent  from 
October  and  from  last  year's  output 
report.  940,300  acres  will  be  available 
for  harvest  which  is  down  1  percent  from 
last  year.  A  decline  in  Hawaii's  and 
Texas'  acreage  (1,400  acres)  harvested 
caused  a  decline  in  the  October  forecast. 
Wet  weather  did  not  affect  Florida's 
sugarcane  yields  as  anticipated,  but 
Hawaii's  low  harvest  is  due  to  wet 
weather.  Plant  cane  yields  and  early 
sugarcane  stubble  yields  are  up  in 
Louisiana. 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 


&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 
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(Continued  from  page  21) 


WASDE-296-11 
U.S.  Sugar  Supply  and  Use  ^ 


Item 

1992/93 

1993/94 
Estimate 

1994/95 

Projections 

October 

November 

1 ,000  short  tons,  raw  value 

Beginning  stocks  2 

1,468 

1,691 

1,382 

1,333 

Production  2    3 

7,837 

7,676 

7,920 

8.190 

Beet  sugar 

4,392 

4.090 

4,525 

4,700 

Cane  sugar 

3,445 

3,586 

3.395 

3,490 

Imports  2 

2,039 

1,769 

2,090 

2.026 

Under  quota  ^ 

1,335 

1,179 

1,425 

1.361 

Other  5 

704 

590 

665 

665 

Total  supply 

1 1 ,344 

11,136 

1 1 ,392 

1 1 ,549 

Exports  2  6 

405 

454 

465 

465 

Domestic  deliveries  2 

9,208 

9,331 

9,420 

9,450 

Domestic  food  use 

9,045 

9,178 

9,245 

9.275 

Other  7 

163 

153 

175 

175 

Miscellaneous  « 

40 

18 

0 

0 

Use,  total 

9,653 

9,803 

9,885 

9.915 

Ending  stocks  2  9 

1,691 

1,333 

1,507 

1.634 

Stocks  to  use  ratio 

17.5 

13.6 

15.3 

16.5 

Fiscal  years  beginning  Oct.  1.  Includes  Puerto  Rico. 

Historical  data  are  from  ASCS,  "Sweetener  Market  Data." 

Production  in  1994/95  is  Interagency  Sugar  Estimates  Committee  forecast. 

Actual  arrivals  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  with  late  entries  and  quota  overfills  assigned  to  the  fiscal 

year  in  which  they  actually  arrived.  Forecast  imports  under  quota  in  1994/95  assume  a  shortfall  of 

83,000  tons  from  the  quotas  covering  fiscal  years  1993,  1994,  and  1995. 

Quota  exempt  imports  (for  reexport,  for  polyhydric  alcohol,  from  Canada,  and  high-duty). 

Mostly  reexports. 

Transfer  to  sugar  containing  products  for  reexport,  for  nonedible  alcohol,  and  feed. 

Residual. 

Includes  approximately  345,000  tons  in  excess  of  marketing  allotments  in  1994/95. 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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Rohm  Towers 
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24-Hour  Emergency  Service 


52410  Clark  Road  •  White  Castle,  LA  70788  •  504-545-3244  •  504-545-3970 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  22) 


WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  SUPPLY 
AND  DEMAND  ESTIMATES 

Fiscal  year  1994-95  U.S.  sugar  pro- 
duction is  projected  at  a  record  8.9 
million  short  tons,  raw  value.  This  is  in- 
creased 3.4  percent  from  last  month  and 
6.7  percent  from  last  year.  The  sugar- 
cane yields  in  Florida  and  Louisiana  are 
higher  than  previously  reported.  The 


cane  sugar  forecast  includes  1.84  million 
tons  in  Florida,  920,000  in  Louisiana, 
565,000  in  Hawaii,  115,000  in  Texas, 
and  50,000  in  Puerto  Rico.  The  produc- 
tion in  1993/94  is  increased  76,000  tons 
from  last  month  because  of  unusually 
high  beet  sugar  output  in  September 
and  a  revision  in  the  estimate  for 
Florida. 


Sugarcane  for  Sugar  and  Seed:  Area  Harvested,  Yield,  and  Production 
by  State  and  United  States.  1992-93  and  Forecasted  November  1,  1994 


Area  Harvested 

Yield 

Production 

1 

State 

1993 

1994 

1993 

1994 

1992 

1993 

1994 

FL 
HI 
LA 
TX 

US 

1,000 

444.0 
69.9 

390.0 
44.4 

948.3 

Acres 

445.0 
66.5 

385.0 
43.8 

940.3 

Tons 

34.1  35.4 

80.2  84.5 
22.8           24.0 
32.4           27.5 

32.8           33.8 

1,000  Tons 

14.707       15,152       15,750 
5,622         5,606         5,619 
8,706         8,904         9,240 
1,328         1,439         1,205 

30,363       31,101       31,814 

NET  TONS. 


*  Specializing  In  Transmission  and  Differential 

Rebuilding  For  All  Sizes,  Makes,  and  Models 

of  Trucks,  Steiger  &  Versatile  Tractors 


TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 

TRANSiyilSSION 

Fuller                           • 
New  Process               • 
GMC 
International 

Spicer 

Clark 

Warner 
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m 

SPECIALIST 
Transfer  Cases 

•  Rockwell  •  New  Process  •  FWD 

DIFFERENTIALS 

Eaton                         • 
International               • 
Dana-Spicer 

Rockwell 
GMC 

ALSO  STOCKING  AN  ASSORTMENT  OF 
REBUILT  &  USED  DIESEL  ENGINES 


•  Full  Service  Repair  Shop 

•  Engine  Overhauls 

•  Brake  Jobs  —  Trucks  &  Trailers 

•  Installation  of  Transmission  &  Diff.'s 

•  Transmission  &  differential  parts  for 
Versatile  &  Steiger  tractors  etc. 


Chelsea 


® 


DANA 


WET  LINE  KITS 
PTO,  PUMP,  TANK 

&  HOSES 
Your  Only  Authorized 
Acadiana  Distributor 


US&LAWatts1-800-222-2986 

318-684-3168  •  684-3151 

411  W.  Railroad  •  Church  Point,  La.  70525 


DECEMBER.  1994 


23 


FARM  NOTES 


(Continued  from  page  7) 


Perkinsiella,  present,  there  should  be 
extreme  concern  since  half  the  needed 
requirements  for  disease  spread  are  now 
present.  This  makes  quarantine  of 
sugarcane  from  entering  Louisiana 
more  important  than  ever  since  this  in- 
dustry cannot  afford  the  possibility  of 
anyone  bringing  in  the  Fiji  virus. 

Fiji  disease  causes  stunting  and 
alteration  in  leaf  habit.  Galls  on  the 
underside  of  the  leaves  and  on  the  out- 
side of  the  leaf  sheath  are  the  most  easi- 
ly identifiable  symptom  and  can  occur 
on  a  normal  looking  shoot.  As  the 
disease  progresses,  stalk  development 
slows  down  and  successive  leaves 
become  shorter,  harsher  and  stiffer.  The 
top  gives  a  fan  like  appearance  and 
under  severe  cases  appears  to  have  been 
bitten  off  by  an  animal.  Stunting  then 
occurs  and  recovery  from  this  character- 
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Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

ou'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Consiruction  &  Agricultural  Division 

LLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agei 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 

it 

istic  has  never  been  observed.  Fiji  is  con- 
sidered a  serious  disease  and  one  that 
this  industry  should  do  all  in  its  power 
to  avoid,  especially  since  the  carrier  for 
the  virus  is  now  present. 

CROP  REPORT 

As  of  the  middle  of  November, 
growers  are  now  reporting  varying  ton- 
nage figures  depending  upon  where  they 
are  located  in  the  industry.  There  are 
many  exceptions  to  the  following  obser- 
vations but  generally  reports  indicate 
that  tonnage  yields  are  best  in  the 
northern  area  and  some  areas  around 
Lafayette.  The  river  parishes  are 
generally  higher  in  tonnage  than  areas 
along  either  Bayou  Teche  or  Bayou 
Lafourche.  Parts  of  Assumption  and 
Ascension  Parishes  along  with  areas  in 
St.  Mary  and  St.  Martin  Parishes  are 
reporting  lower  tonnage  figures.  Some 
of  these  lower  yields  are  related  to  lack 
of  rainfall  at  critical  times  during  1994 
while  others  are  associated  with  car- 
ryover cane  affected  by  the  drought  in 
1993.  The  majority  of  growers  seem  to 
feel  that  their  tonnage  value  for  1994 
will  wind  up  slightly  higher  than  last 
year's  final  yield  of  about  25.7  tons  of 
cane  per  acre. 

Sugar  per  ton  yields  have  also  been 

(Continued  on  page  25) 


CroDmate 


JEANEREHE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 
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FARM  NOTES 


(Continued  from  page  24) 


variable.  Some  growers  trying  to  in- 
crease their  tonnage  are  topping  higher 
and  therefore  winding  up  with  lower 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  Also,  some 
growers  with  very  high  tonnage  yields 
have  substantially  lower  sugar  per  ton 
yields.  The  majority  of  growers,  how- 
ever, are  reporting  sugar  yields  at,  or 
close  to,  the  200  pound  per  ton  level.  At 
this  point,  the  crop  is  about  50%  com- 
pleted and  with  the  small  amount  of 
rain  experienced  in  the  last  four  weeks, 
it  is  expected  that  final  sugar  per  ton 
yields  will  be  at  least  as  good  as  previous 
years.  Because  of  the  dryer  harvest  con- 
ditions up  through  this  time,  the  cost  of 
harvesting  has  been  somewhat  lower 
than  previous  years  when  considerable 
rainfall  was  experienced. 

Based  on  ASCS  predictions  of  some 
379,000  total  acres,  it  is  expected  that 
the  industry  will  harvest  approximately 


350,000  acres  of  sugarcane.  With  ton- 
nage and  sugar  yields  being  reported  by 
many  growers,  it  is  felt  that  the  industry 
could  yield  some  930,000  tons  of  sugar. 
The  amount  of  rainfall  during  the 
second  half  of  the  harvest  season  will 
have  a  bearing  on  whether  this  level  can 
be  reached. 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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for  information  call: 

318-942-8180  or  fax  318-942-8377 

HEARNE  CONSULTING,  INC. 

120  Bois  de  Chene,  Opelousas,  LA  70570 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1 1 05  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA     31 8-229-641 5 
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EUEL  ZERINGUE,  SR.  AND  EUEL  ZERINGUE,  JR.  (right)  - 
EUEL  ZERINGUE  &  SON  FARM  -  Top  20  Producer,  3rd  Place 
Mike  Hebert  Geft),  Lafourche  County  Agent 


FARM   NOTES  (Continued  from  page  25) 


American  Sugar  Cane  Leage  and  USDA  representatives  discussing  Houma 
research  facilities  with  Senator  Johnston. 


Senator  Johnston  receiving  a  plaque 
from  League  Legislative  Committee 
Chairman  Charles  Thibaut  at  the 
reception  in  his  honor. 
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HIGH  CLEARANCE 


SLOW, 

RELIABLE 

WORKHORSES 


Ford  Model  5530  and  6530  high- 
clearance  tractors  offer  a  20Fx12R 
(seven  speeds  under  one  mph)  for 
planting,  cultivating,  spraying, 
harvesting.  Compare  these  ifeatures: 

•  Model  5530:  62  PTO  hp 

•  Model  6530:  70  PTO  hp 

•  High  Back 

•  Deluxe  Seat 

•  Roll  Bar 

•  12  X  12  also  available 

•  Mechanical  shuttle  shift 


■"'■"=wi^u^.i 


Call  us.  We'll  set  you  up 
with  a  demonstration. 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  IH  1466  Low  Clearance,  David  Brown  1200,  2  —  IH  Hydro 
100,  Cameco  Loader  (SP  2000)  w/backhoe,  single  row  —  Broussard 
Harvester,  3208  Caterpillar  Engine,  480  IH  Disc  Harrow,  2  —  Mechanical 
Planters,  Prentice  Transloader  (F700  Ford),  Cane  Trailer,  Various  Field 
Equipment.  Call  Joseph  Boudreaux  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  447-7685. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  4430  and  JD  Hi-crop  4230;  Int'l  1066;  12'  Grader  Blade 
on  Wheels.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  3-Row  Ammonia  Tank  (500  and  250  gallons);  brand  new  back 
end;  never  been  used.  Price  negotiable.  Dual  Wheel  Rims;  brand  new  for 
1066  or  1086  Tractor.  Call  Malcolm  O.  Landry  at  (318)  365-8402. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY      (Continued  from  page  lO) 


It  would  be  extremely  difficult  to 
separate  the  levels  of  any  of  these  into 
the  intrinsic  contribution  of  the  cane 
and  the  affect  of  conditions.  This 
becomes  an  even  more  difficult  matter 
when  the  subject  of  cane  deterioration 
arises.  Burnt  or  green  cane,  whole  stalk 
or  chopped  —  each  is  different  and  a  very 
extensive  study  would  be  required  to 
separate  the  effects.  Rates  of  deteriora- 
tion are  somewhat  variety  dependent 
but  the  conditions  causing  deterioration 
will  have  different  effects  on  different 
varieties.  For  example,  a  variety  which 
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deteriorates  more  rapidly  after  burning 
may  survive  a  freeze  better  than  others. 
Also,  what  criteria  are  used  to  judge 
deterioration  —  dextran  formation,  in- 
creased acidity,  ethanol  formation? 

If  any  of  these  factors  are  to  be 
studied  then  reliable  methods  and  the 
analytical  facilities  must  be  available. 
Perhaps,  if  this  could  be  done,  we  could 
put  to  rest  the  persistent  questions  that 
arise  concerning  the  impact  of  ripeners 
on  all  these  factors. 

The  routine  core  sampler  analysis, 
including  the  sediment  test,  gives  an  ac- 
ceptable guide  to  the  level  of  non-cane 
material  being  processed.  However,  the 
distinction  between  trash  and  dirt 
becomes  harder  to  quantify  than  the 
total  level  of  insoluble  material  (fiber, 
etc.)  in  the  cane.  It  would  be  very  useful 
to  routinely  assess  the  dirt  levels  for 
comparison  of  harvesting  procedures. 
Ashing  of  the  samples  is  not  practical 
and  a  rapid,  non-destructive,  instrumen- 
tal method  is  required.  Such  a  system 
has  been  developed  in  Australia  and  has 
been  installed  at  the  mill  above  the 
prepared  cane  conveyor.  If  this  tech- 
nique could  be  applied  to  the  analysis  of 
core  sampled  cane,  it  would  be  a  valu- 
able contribution  to  our  goal  of  improv- 
ing cane  quality.  As  usual,  much  to 
think  about  and  much  to  do. 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC. 
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Caldwell  Sugar  Cooperative 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

Located    on    Hwy.    304    west    of  Today,  the  factory  has  60  active 

Thibodaux,  Louisiana,  Caldwell  Sugars  members  and  20  outside  growers,  with 

has  been  operating  as  a  cooperative  membership  supplying  90%  of  the  cane 

since  October  4,  1946,  formerly  known  for  the  mill.  They  presently  grind  6,000 

as  Laurel  Grove  Factory  and  Refinery,  tons  of  cane  per  24  hours. 
At    that    time    there    were    23    co-op 

members  and  ground  2,000  tons  of  cane  This  factory  produces  raw  sugar  and 

per  24  hours.  blackstrap  molasses. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J.  Melancon 
SUGAR  INDUSTRY  TOURS 


Over  the  past  several  weeks,  I  feel 
as  though  I  have  become  a  certified  tour 
guide.  The  League  has  toured  news- 
paper, radio,  and  television  people,  as 
well  as  congressional  staffers  through 
parts  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  most  of  the 
local  newspapers  and  radio  stations  that 
at  one  time  were  owned  locally  are  not 
necessarily  still  owned  by  local  people, 
and  consequently,  the  reporters  for 
these  newspapers,  radios,  and  television 
stations  are  people  that  are  generally 
new  to  Louisiana;  and,  in  particular, 
they  are  not  native  to  the  sugar  belt  nor 
have  much  knowledge  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry. Some  of  these  people  have 
passed  the  fields  and  the  mills  on  many 
occasions,  even  on  their  way  to  work, 
never  having  had  the  benefit  or  the 
knowledge  of  what  it  is  the  farmers  do 
to  grow  the  crop  and  how  sugar  is  pro- 
cessed from  sugarcane.  Through  the  ef- 
forts of  Ramon  Billeaud  and  the 
Bicentennial  Committee,  I  have  real- 
ized, even  more  so,  the  need  for  com- 
munication with  the  local  media  and  the 
local  communities  in  which  we  operate. 

The  congressional  staff  tour  was  also 
quite  successful,  having  toured  twenty- 
five  committee,  house  and  senate  staf- 
fers December  2-4. 1  wish  it  were  possi- 
ble to  have  all  congressional  staff  peo- 
ple that  deal  with  agricultural  issues  to 
tour  and  visit  with  the  Louisiana 
growers  and  processors  so  that  they 
could  better  understand  our  industry. 
The  East  coast  media  has  apparently 
distorted  to  their  readers,  who  and  what 
we  in  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  are, 
much  less  the  real  truth  about  our  sugar 
program. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Ronnie  Gon- 


soulin,  Bret  Allain,  Jerry  McKee,  and 
John  Gay  for  allowing  us  to  bring  these 
visitors  to  their  farming  operations.  Ad- 
ditionally, I  wish  to  thank  St.  Mary  Co- 
op, Cajun  Co-op,  Caldwell  Co-op, 
Raceland  Sugars,  and  Cora-Texas  for 
their  assistance  in  these  tours  and  the 
hospitality  shown  to  our  visitors. 

One  of  the  things  that  is  very 
noticeable  when  we  have  these  type  of 
tours,  particularly  the  congressional 
staff  tours,  is  that  these  staffers  are 
human  and  do  have  an  interest  in  what 
we  do  and  do  indeed  care  about  our  in- 
dustry. Once  they  have  met  the  people 
of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  they 
immediately  come  to  realize  that  we  are 
not  mega  corporations,  but  rather  fami- 
ly farming  operations;  and  that  the  pro- 
cessors are  actually  a  real  and  active 
part  of  their  communities. 

As  we  move  into  1995  and  read  the 
articles  that  are  coming  from 
Washington  and  national  new's  media, 
there  continues  to  be  statements  made 
about  cutting  subsidies,  and  in  the  same 
breath,  sugar.  As  I  have  told  the  na- 
tional news  people  when  they  have 
called,  I  don't  think  anyone  in  the  sugar 
industry  or  in  agriculture  in  the  United 
States  is  against  reducing  the  deficit  of 
the  federal  government.  However,  we 
are  a  no-cost  program  to  the  govern- 
ment and  are  in  fact  a  positive  cash  flow 
to  the  federal  treasury.  We  seemed  to 
get  painted  with  the  same  brush  as 
those  commodities  that  do  receive 
payments  for  either  growing  or  not 
growing  crops.  Reducing  the  budget 
deficit  and  dismantling  agriculture  in 
the  United  States,  I  hope,  will  not 
become      synonymous      with      one 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


GATT  UPDATE 

On  November  29  the  House  ap- 
proved GATT  by  a  vote  of  288-146.  The 
Senate  voted  on  December  2  to  approve 
the  GATT  by  an  overwhelming  vote  of 
76-24.  President  Clinton  signed  the 
legislation  into  law  on  December  8. 
Passage  was  assured  after  Senate 
Republican  Leader  Bob  Dole  struck  an 
agreement  with  the  administration  that 
would  allow  the  United  States  to 
withdraw  from  the  World  Trade 
Organization. 

The  Uruguay  Round  agreement  was 
signed  on  April  15  by  over  108  countries 
and  the  European  Commission  in 
Morocco.  Negotiations  began  in 
September  1986  in  Uruguay.  A  total  of 
124  countries,  plus  the  European  Com- 
mission, will  automatically  become 
members  of  the  WTO.  Another  21  coun- 
tries, including  Russia  and  China,  have 
applied  to  join  the  new  body,  which  will 
administer  the  agreement  and  oversee 
the  international  trade  dispute  settle- 
ment mechanism.  Many  countries  were 
waiting  for  the  United  States  to  ratify 
the  Uruguay  Round  agreement  before 
they  themselves  formally  accepted  it. 
The  WTO  will  go  into  force  January  1 
and  will  co-exist  with  GATT  for  a  one 
year  transition  period. 

USDA  REORGANIZATION 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
announced  the  closing  of  nearly  one 
third  of  its  field  offices  on  December  7. 
It  is  said  that  the  closings  will  save  ap- 
proximately $3.6  billion.  The  reorgan- 
ization bill  signed  into  law  by  President 
Clinton  required  that  1,274  of  the 
department's-  3,700  offices  around  the 
country  be  closed  and  consolidated  with 
nearby  offices.  The  closings  will  possibly 


reduce  the  number  of  federal  employees 
on  the  payroll  in  the  next  five  years.  The 
offices  will  be  combined  into  "one-stop 
shopping  centers"  so  that  the  farmers 
can  receive  help  with  water  conserva- 
tion, erosion  —  abatement  and  other 
technical  services  as  well  as  assistance 
with  loans,  crop  subsidies  or  crop  quotas. 

The  list  of  closings  indicated  that  the 
states  hardest  hit  were  Georgia,  Ten- 
nessee, Texas  and  Virginia.  Those  states 
have  also  had  a  decrease  in  the  number 
of  acres  farmed  due  to  urban  growth. 


GOP  IMPLEMENTS  CHANGES 
IN  THE  HOUSE 

After  40  years  of  Democratic  rule  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Republican  Party  has  made  sweeping 
changes  to  House  rules  and  committees. 
Nearly  all  of  the  standing  committees  in 
the  House  will  be  reduced  in  size  and  a 
few  jurisdictional  changes  will  be  made. 
Three  committees  will  be  eliminated 
and  their  jurisdiction  will  be  transferred 
to  other  committees.  They  are:  the  Mer- 
chant Marine  and  Fisheries  Committee; 
the  District  of  Columbia  Committee; 
and  the  Post  Office  and  Civil  Service 
Committee.  The  Agriculture  Committee 
will  absorb  seafood  inspection  from  the 
Energy  and  Commerce  Committee. 

Other  reforms  include:  committee 
staff  will  be  reduced  by  one  third;  ap- 
proximately 25  subcommittees  will  be 
eliminated;  committee  chairmanships 
will  be  limited  to  three  consecutive 
terms;  proxy  voting  will  be  banned;  com- 
mittee meetings  will  be  open  to  the 
public  and  press;  and  bills  will  no  longer 
be  jointly  referred.  The  GOP  moved  also 

(Continued  on  page  25) 
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ENCORE 
PERFORMANCE. 


INTRODUCING  THE  7240  MAGNUM. 


You  appreciated  the  original  MAGIMUM™ 
line  for  what  it  gave  you  ...  more 
reliability,  durability  and  performance. 

Now  you  deserve  an  even  higher 
standard  of  agricultural  power:  the  new 
7200  Series  MAGNUM  line.  With  a 
choice  of  five  tractors,  including  the  big 
7240  with  195  PTOhp. 

Here  are  a  few  of  the  highlights: 
•  A  high-technology  Case  8.3  L 

505  cu.  in.  engine  that  provides 

more  fuel-efficient  power. 


•  A  standard  18-speed  powershift 
transmission  that  combines  the  right 
speeds  with  even  more  control. 

•  Up  to  11  %  tighter  turning  capability. 

•  Operator  comfort,  instrumentation 
and  visibility  that's  better  than 
ever  before. 

Stop  by  today  and  see  the  new 
7200  Series  MAGNUM  tractor  line  ... 
the  fitting  encore  to  the  quality 
standard  set  seven  years  ago. 


©1993  J  I  Case 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


CROP  REPORT  —  THANKS  TO  OUR  COOPERATORS 
AGRIBUSINESS  FORUM  —  ASSCT 


As  of  this  writing  in  mid-December, 
the  1994  crop  is  nearing  completion  with 
already  two  factories  completing  their 
season  and  several  to  finish  grinding  in 
the  next  few  days.  It' is  expected  that  all 
factories  will  be  completed  before 
January  1.  Although  rain  has  just  fallen 
and  a  light  freeze  has  occurred  while 
this  article  was  being  written,  the 
harvest  season  can  best  be  characterized 
by  dry  and  warm  weather.  To  date, 
December  12,  only  8.8  inches  of  rain 
have  been  recorded  since  October  1  in 
Thibodaux  and  until  this  week  much  of 
the  cane  belt  had  not  yet  experienced 
even  a  frost.  There  was  still  much  green 
left  in  the  tops  of  cane  still  in  the  field 
and  many  weed  situations  not  normal- 
ly seen  until  the  spring  are  now  show- 
ing. The  fact  that  the  season  has  been 
so  good  for  harvesting  conditions  has 
allowed  many  growers  to  catch  up  from 
the  poor  harvesting  conditions  and  poor 
yields  experienced  during  the  last  four 
years.  The  dry  weather  has  allowed  for 
an  inexpensive  harvest  with  fewer  than 
normal  breakdowns  and  lower  repair 
cost  for  most  growers.  Those  growers 
who  had  higher  yields  generally  had 
more  lodged  cane  to  contend  with  and 
for  them,  harvesting  costs  were  not  as 
cheap. 

Yields  during  1994  will  more  than 
likely  be  best  characterized  after  the 
season  as  being  variable,  but  generally 
the  yields  were  slightly  better  than 
average.  Tonnage  figures  are  staying 
similar  to  conditions  reported  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  Bulletin  while  sugar  per  ton 
yields  have  continued  to  rise  until  the 
rain  experienced  in  early  December.  It 
is  still  anticipated  that  the  industry  will 
yield  higher  than  26.5  tons  of  cane  per 


acre  and  produce  more  than  205  pounds 
of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  This  yield 
should  produce  more  than  5500  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre.  If  acreage  predictions 
by  various  government  agencies  are  cor- 
rect and  there  are  more  than  345,000 
acres  harvested  for  sugar,  the  state 
should  produce  in  excess  of  950,000  tons 
of  sugar.  This  would  certainly  be  a  new 
state  record  for  total  sugar  production 
although  per  acre  yields  are  still  too  low 
to  be  considered  adequate. 

Many  growers  reported  high  yields 
of  older  stubble,  primarily  third  year 
stubble  cane.  Some  yields  did  not  im- 
prove from  that  point  but  only  stayed 
flat  or  in  some  cases  actually  decreased 
from  that  level.  This  same  trend  has 
been  true  the  last  several  years  and  may 
be  due  to  a  combination  of  varieties, 
mild  winters,  plantings,  and  other  fac- 
tors. League  Agronomists  Herman 
Waguespack,  Jr.  and  Windell  Jackson 
have  keenly  noted  that  the  third  stub- 
ble giving  good  yields  this  year  also  gave 
good  yields  last  year  during  1993  as  se- 
cond stubble.  This  crop  in  question  was 
planted  during  1990,  the  year  after  the 
devastating  freeze  of  December,  1989. 
Growers  might  recall  that  this  was  pro- 
bably the  last  real  good  planting  the  in- 
dustry had  experienced  until  this  fall. 
This  only  demonstrates  what  all 
growers  hope  to  achieve  —  a  good 
planting  operation  which  consists  of 
good  seed  bed  preparation,  good  furrow 
opening,  good  planting  rates,  good  cover- 
ing and  a  good  initial  germination. 
These  same  factors  were  generally 
achieved  during  the  1994  planting 
season  with  few  exceptions.  Because  of 
the  unusually  warm  temperatures 
(Continued  on  page  1 7) 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 

The  following  is  a  short  questionnaire  that  will  help  to  strengthen  our  "grass 
roots"  and  make  us  more  effective  in  working  with  the  Legislature.  You  would 
be  amazed  at  how  seriously  (honest)  legislators  treat  letters  and  phone  calls  from 
their  constituents.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  complete  it,  and  return  it  to  us. 

Spradley  &  Spradley 
7612  Picardy  Ave.,  Ste.  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

GRASS  ROOTS  QUESTIONNAIRE 


NAME HOME  PHONE. 

HOME  ADDRESS 


BUSINESS BUSINESS  PHONE 

BUSINESS  ADDRESS 

BUSINESS  FAX 


STATE  REPRESENTATIVE* 


HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  HIM/HER? 

VERY  WELL SPEAK  WITH  HIM/HER  OCCASIONALLY NOT  WELL 

WOULD  YOU  BE  WILLING  TO  CALL/MEET  WITH  HIM/HER  REGARDING  ONE 
OR  TWO  LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES  EACH  YEAR? 

YES NO 

STATE  SENATOR* 

HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  HIM/HER? 

VERY  WELL SPEAK  WITH  HIM/HER  OCCASIONALLY NOT  WELL 


WOULD  YOU  BE  WILLING  TO  CALL/MEET  WITH  HIM/HER  REGARDING  ONE 
OR  TWO  LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES  EACH  YEAR? 

YES NO 


*  Because  of  redistricting,  you  might  not  be  certain  of  your  State  Representative  or  Senator.  If  this  is 
the  case,  call  whom  you  think  is  your  Representative  or  Senator;  that  office  should  be  able  to  tell  you 
for  sure.  Another  office  to  check  with  would  be  your  local  Registrar  of  Voters. 
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Insist  On  The  Wet- 
Clntch  Reliability 
Of  PennaClutch  2 


Only  John  Deere  brings  you  66-  to 
85-hp  tractors  with  the  long-life 
reliability  of  an  oil-cooled  wet-disk 
clutch  on  every  model.  All  6200, 
6300,  and  6400  Tractors  feature  the 
cool,  smooth-working  PermaClutch 
2.  While  dry  clutches  absorb  and 
retain  heat,  PermaClutch  2  cools 
after  each  engagement  -  providing 
shift  after  shift  of  effortless  gear  and 
range  changing. 

Couple  that  with  your  choice 
of  the  economical  12-speed 
SyncroPlus"'  transmission . . . 
or  optional,  powershiftable, 
16-speed  PowrQuad" 
transmission ...  and  it's  easy 
to  find  the  speed  you  need. 


Add  the  optional  creeper  for  field 
speeds  as  slow  as  13  feet  per  minute. 
And  for  muddy  conditions  or  tall 
crops,  ask  your  John  Deere  dealer 
about  the  6300  and  6400  High- 
Clearance  Tractors  with  26  inches 
of  clearance  under  the  front  axle. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(318)  828-1332  (318)  365-6667 
Melancon  Equipment,  Inc.    The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.     Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

Lafayette,  LA  New  Roads,  LA                 Donaldsonville,  LA 

(318)233-8645  (504)638-4851                       (504)473-9861 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Kaplan,  LA                         /^ 

(504)446-5061  (318)643-2249                      /M 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


NEW  DATA  ACQUISITION  SYSTEMS 


We  are  all  familiar  with  the  conven- 
tional methods  used  for  cane  payment 
and  routine  factory  chemical  control. 
Samples  are  collected  and  taken  to  the 
laboratory  where  well  established  pro- 
cedures are  used  for  determination  of 
pol,  brix,  moisture,  etc..  In  some  cases 
the  level  of  analytical  data  obtained  is 
somewhat  better,  for  example,  when 
double  polarization  methods  are  used  for 
sucrose  determination  in  molasses. 
Under  normal  circumstances  these 
methods  are  barely  adequate,  but  there 
are  serious  limitations  due  to  the  delay 
in  getting  the  data  back  to  operators, 
poor  sampling  practices  and  the  in- 
herent errors  in  the  interpretation  of 
measurements  of  polarization. 

The  data  of  chromatographic  tech- 
niques can  overcome  the  problem  of  ac- 
curacy of  sucrose  measurements  in 
molasses  and  other  process  streams. 
However,  the  precision  of  the  data  in 
these  systems  can  be  questioned  and 
more  variability  in  results  is  expected. 
This  can  be  overcome  with  proper  care 
and  attention  to  detail,  requiring 
dedicated  analysts  and  instruments. 
The  problem  of  delay  in  data  reamins, 
and  this  may  be  made  even  longer  with 
the  sample  preparation  systems  re- 
quired. Ideally  a  real  time  system  for 
data  on  the  composition  of  process  li- 
quors, etc.  is  required.  In  such  a  system 
the  information  would  be  obtained  by 
direct  measurement  of  materials  in  pro- 
cess and  this  information  could  be  used 
for  immediate  response  to  optimize  pro- 
cess conditions. 


In  many  industries  there  is  rapid 
development  of  on  line  or  in  tank  data 
acquisition  and  analytical  systems. 
These  may  be  divided  into  two  groups: 
first;  those  which  measure  a  bulk  pro- 
perty of  the  material,  and  second;  those 
which  measure  the  concentrations  of  in- 
dividual components  in  the  mixture. 
The  sugar  industry  already  has  working 
applications  of  the  first  case.  For  exam- 
ple, there  are  on  line  refractometers  for 
the  measurement  of  brix,  short  path 
length  polarimeters  for  the  polarization 
of  clear  syrups  and  liquors,  pH  monitor- 
ing and  control  systems,  turbidimeters 
for  monitoring  of  filters  and,  last  but  not 
least,  conductivity  systems  for  control  of 
crystallization  in  the  vacuum  pans. 
Often  the  sensors  are  connected  to 
specialized  dedicated  monitors  (for  ex- 
ample, a  conductivity  probe  to  a  conduc- 
tivity meter),  but  there  is  an  interesting 
trend  towards  connecting  the  sensors 
directly  into  the  input  boards  of  a  com- 
puter and  using  the  computer  to  process 
the  input  and  generate  control  output. 

The  last  example,  conductivity  for 
crystallization  control,  is  particularly 
important  since  the  property  measured 
(conductivity)  has  no  intrinsic  relation- 
ship to  the  process  being  controlled,  the 
crystallization  of  sucrose.  Experience 
shows  that  changes  in  conductivity  oc- 
cur as  crystallization  proceeds  in  the 
vacuum  pan  and  that  these  changes  are 
reproducible  and  can  therefore  be  used 
for  control.  The  status  of  the  massecuite 
is  inferred  from  its  conductivity.  If  the 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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1994  HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  PHOTOS 


DENNIS  KNOBLOCH  and  WARNER  TRIGGS,  JR.  (right)  - 
DENNIS  KNOBLOCH,  JR.  FARMS  -  Top  20  Producer,  1st  Place  - 
Top  Parish  Producer,  Lafourche  —  District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
Mike  Hebert,  Lafourche  County  Agent  Qeft) 


KEITH  ZERINGUE 

(right) 

Top  20  Producer  - 
8th  Place 

Mike  Hebert  — 

Lafourche  County 

Agent  Geft) 


RAY  and  TROY  CHAMPAGNE  -  TRO-LON  RAY  FARMS  (right)  - 
Top  20  Producer,  18th  Place  —  Mike  Hebert,  Lafourche  Country  Agent  (left) 

(Photos  continued  on  page  13) 
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LLOYD  NEWTON  Geft) 

Top  Parish  Producer  — 
Avoyelles 

Carlos  Smith  — 
Lvoyelles  County  Agent  (right) 


ROGER  BROWN  Geft) 

District  Acreage  Category 
Winner 

Carlos  Smith  — 
Avoyelles  County  Agent 
(right) 


'"^"^  -.:* 


BLAKE  NEWTON  and  His  Father,  DARWOOD  NEWTON  Geft)  - 

NEWTON  CANE  -  District  Acreage  Category  Winner  - 

Carlos  Smith  —  Avoyelles  County  Agent  (right)  — 

Pete  Newton  was  unavailable  for  photo. 
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HARRIS  and  DANE  LEBLANC  -  H  &  D  FARMS  - 

Top  Parish  Producer,  Terrebonne  — 

Barton  Joffrion,  Terrebonne  County  Agent  (right) 

Gayle  LeBlanc  was  unavailable  for  photo. 


BRIAN  CAMPESI,  NICKY  CAMPESI,  and  RANDALL  LEGLUE  - 

DOMINICK  CAMPESI  FARMS  -  Top  20  Producer,  17th  Place  - 

Mark  Tassin,  Iberville  County  Agent  Geft) 


A  PHOTO  OF  FUSILIER  BROTHERS  WAS  UNAVAILABLE. 

FUSILIER  BROTHERS  was  the  Top  Parish  Producer  for  Pointe  Coupee  Parish, 
and  also  won  in  the  District  Acreage  Category. 
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1995    CFtOF* 


E 


SIGN  UP  NOW  !  !  ! 

•  $50 /CROP  ADMINISTRATION  FEE  ($200/PARISH  MAX) 

•  REQUIRED  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  ASCS  OR  FmHA  PROGRAMS 

•  CROP  INSURANCE  IS  MANDATORY  FOR  PRICE  SUPPORT 
AND  PRODUCTION  ADJUSTMENT  PAYMENTS  FOR  SUGAR. 

FARMERS  CROP  INSURANCE 

Crop  Insurance  Specialists 

Increased  Coverage  Available 

(318)  876-3319 


DONNY  ANDRESS  (318)  876-2769 


TERRY  ARMAND  (318)-876-2257 


1  -800-237-4799  STEVE  RABALAIS  (318)  876-3304 

P.O.  Box  1137    •     Cottonport,  LA  71327 


RENT  — 


•  4  WHEEL  DRIVE  MUDDER  TRACTOR 

•  88  ENGINE  HORSEPOWER 

•  HIGH  BACK  DELUXE  SEAT 

•  OVER  26  INCHES  CROP  CLEARANCE 

•  16  FORWARD  4  REVERSE  TRANSMISSION 

•  DIFFERENTIAL  LOCK 
•12.4-32RI  FRONT  TIRES 

•  13.6- 46  R2  REAR  TIRES 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


Kubofo 


JANUARY,  1995 


15 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE  (Continued  from  page  5) 


another.  Reducing  the  budget  deficit  by 
cutting  the  loan  rate  for  sugar  will  not 
produce  any  budget  reduction  in  any 
way,  shape  or  form  for  the  federal 
government.  My  contention  is  that  if,  in 
fact,  the  new  majority  in  the  congress 
wants  to  cut  the  loan  rate  then  they  also 
consider  cutting  out  the  marketing 
assessments  we  pay  annually  at  the 
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same  time.  It  is  also  my  hope  that  the 
new  leadership  and  new  members  of 
congress  will  be  open  minded  and  listen 
to  sugar's  side  of  the  story. 

With  that,  I  am  quite  certain  there 
will  be  times  during  1995  that  the 
League  will  be  calling  upon  each  and 
every  member  of  this  industry  to  write 
letters,  make  phone  calls,  or  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  process  when  it  is  needed. 
Be  sure  that  the  League  will  be  calling 
for  your  assistance  if  the  need  arises.  I 
hope  your  Christmas  and  New  Year 
holidays  were  good  ones. 
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experienced  through  December,  good 
stands  of  cane  can  be  seen  in  nearly  all 
of  the  planted  fields.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
good  planting  will  also  result  in  a  good 
crop  cycle  of  cane  that  growers  can  count 
on  through  older  stubble. 

Each  year,  burning  guidelines  are 
distributed  to  the  industry  to  help 
growers  best  manage  their  smoke  dur- 
ing the  harvest  season.  There  will  be  an 
additional  guideline  added  next  year 
thanks  to  Brian  Zeringue  and  Norris 
Matherne  from  Raceland  Sugars,  Inc. 
This  season  they  planned  from  the  very 
beginning  to  harvest  all  of  the  cane 
around  the  Raceland  Junior  High  and 
Elementary  Schools  during  the 
Thanksgiving  week  vacation.  This 
allowed  the  machinery,  burning  and 
cane  transport  to  occur  when  the  school 
facilities  were  totally  vacated.  The 
League  compliments  them  for  taking 
the  initiative  to  do  a  good  job  when  it 
comes  to  public  relations.  This  timing  of 
the  harvest  would  be  a  wise  schedule  for 
all  growers  to  follow  if  they  have  a 
school  adjacent  to  their  fields.  The  better 
job  this  industry  does  of  managing  its 
smoke,  whether  it's  a  school,  subdi- 
vision, hospital  or  other  facility,  the 
longer  we  will  be  able  to  conduct  this  im- 
portant operation  without  regulation.  It 
is  important  that  we  police  ourselves 


rather  than  having  some  government 
agency  do  it  for  us. 

During  the  1994  season,  records 
were  set  by  several  factories  in  terms  of 
grinding  rates  or  production  levels.  We 
would  like  to  acknowledge  these  records 
in  the  next  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin 
and  will  attempt  to  get  these  records 
from  the  individual  factories  during  the 
next  month. 

During  this  harvest  season,  as  in  the 
last  season,  there  has  been  much  in- 
terest in  the  combine  (chopper  type) 
harvester.  In  the  numerous  meetings 
scheduled  for  this  coming  year,  there 
will  undoubtedly  be  much  discussion 
about  the  combine  and  its  place  in  the 
Louisiana  industry.  Successful  combine 
operations  are  now  commercial  in  both 
the  eastern  and  western  sections  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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cane  belt.  There  will  be  more  to  report 
on  these  and  other  unique  harvesting 
operations  in  future  issues  of  the 
Bulletin.  During  the  next  year  and  in 
future  years,  many  important  questions 
will  need  to  be  answered  as  growers 
replace  their  existing  harvest  equip- 
ment. New  varieties  will  be  needed  to 
meet  the  changing  harvest  re- 
quirements, harvest  aids  and  processing 
aids  such  as  dextranase  will  be  needed 
as  combine  type  harvesters  become 
more  widely  utilized  and  freezing  con- 
ditions are  experienced.  Also,  the  most 
important  issue  to  be  addressed  will  be 
the  transportation  aspect  of  the  cane 
harvest  operation.  Because  of  the 
public's  perception  of  cane  spillage  and 
mud  dropped  on  the  highway,  some 
changes  may  be  forced  upon  the  in- 
dustry, whether  there  are  monetary  sav- 
ings or  not.  It  would  be  wise  to  change 
to  a  system  that  could  accommodate  the 
public  and  still  not  cost  the  industry, 
and  hopefully  allow  for  an  increase  in 
cane  revenues  as  well.  Many  factors 
need  to  be  considered  as  the  industry  at- 
tempts to  remain  efficient  and  keep  up 
with  the  changing  times. 

THANKS  TO  OUR  COOPERATORS 

Each  year,  all  researchers,  whether 
they  are  with  the  League,  one  of  the 
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for  information  call: 
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120  Bois  de  Chene,  Opelousas,  LA  70570 


State's  Universities,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  or  any  other 
organization,  group  or  individual  con- 
ducting research  in  the  state,  depend 
upon  growers  and/or  processors  for 
acreage,  cane,  labor,  equipment,  sup- 
plies, the  factory,  and  other  assistance. 
It  is  only  because  of  the  cooperation  of 
our  industry  that  a  research  program 
can  be  conducted  for  as  few  dollars  as 
are  expended.  For  these  efforts  and  on 
behalf  of  all  of  the  researchers  operating 
in  the  state,  we  say  a  great  big  thanks 
to  all  growers  and  processors  within  the 
industry  who  have  made  this  possible. 

AGRIBUSINESS  FORUM 

Each  year  the  Southern  Agri- 
business Forum  is  cosponsored  by  the 
Agribusiness  Council  of  New  Orleans, 
and  similar  committees  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi  and  Memphis,  Tennessee. 
The  meeting  alternates  between  the 
three  cities  and  in  1995  the  48th 
Southern  Agribusiness  Forum  will  be 
held  in  New  Orleans.  The  meeting  will 
be  held  January  26  with  registration 
beginning  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Landmark 
Hotel  in  Metairie.  The  theme  of  the 
meeting  will  be  "Environmental  Policy 
—  Eroding  Property  Rights?"  The  in- 
vited luncheon  speaker  is  Congressman 
Billy  Tauzin  who  will  speak  on  this 
same  subject  for  which  he  has  already 
sponsored  legislation.  Speakers  during 
the  morning  session  who  will  address 
the  meeting's  theme  consist  of  Chan- 
cellor Rouse  Caffey  of  the  LSU  Ag 
Center,  Neal  Bolton  of  St.  James  Sugar 
Co-op,  Dr.  Ron  Harrell  of  the  Louisiana 
Farm  Bureau  Federation  and  Bill 
Kucharski,  Secretary  of  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality. 
Speakers  in  the  afternoon  session  who 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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will  focus  on  endangered  species  and  a  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Tech- 
balance  between  rights  of  the  species  nologists  will  host  its  annual  meeting  on 
and  property  owners  consist  of  Murray  February  2  and  3,  1995.  This  organiza- 
Lloyd  an  Attorney  at  Law,  Ronnie  tion  is,  of  course,  the  technological  arm 
Anderson  of  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  ^f  ^^  industry  and  offers  the  best  oppor- 
Federation  and  Tom  Bourland  of  tunity  for  growers  and  processors  to  in- 
Crawford  &  Bourland,  Inc.  The  meetmg  ^  .  xi.  xi_  .l-  .  •  i  j  • 
,  1 1  T  1  o  ^r.  mi  !_•  X  teract  with  the  scientists  involved  m 
should  adiourn  by  3:00  pm.  The  subject  . ,.  .  ^  . .  rr^i 
matter  which  covers  environmental  providing  you  information.  The  agenda 
policy  and  its  impact  on  property  rights  ^^^  ^^e  two  day  meeting  is  now  being 
is  certainly  one  that  applies  to  every  in-  planned  by  the  executive  committee  and 
dividual  within  the  Louisiana  sugar  in-  will  certainly  offer  the  most  up  to  date 
dustry  and  it  is  hoped  that  many  will  research  information  for  you  to  main- 
want  to  attend  this  most  informative  tain  your  efficiency.  All  industry 
meeting.  A  registration  fee  of  only  members  are  encouraged  to  attend  so 
$20.00  covers  coffee  and  lunch.  Addi-  they  might  hear  the  latest  research  in- 
tional  information  can  be  obtained  from  formation.  Additional  information 
the  League  Office.  regarding  registration,  dues,  and  accom- 
ASSCT  modations  can  be  obtained  from  Dr. 
The    Louisiana    Division    of   the  Denver  Loupe  at  (504)  388-4141. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦  BUS  TRIP  1995 

▼  Tentative  Date  —  February  5-12,  1995 

▼  Once  again  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  hosting  a  bus  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.  Exact  dates  and  the  final  itinerary  have  not  yet  been  set,  but 
it  is  expected  that  the  trip  will  take  place  during  late  January  or  early  February. 

^   During  1995,  debate  on  the  Food  Security  Act  will  get  underway  and  our  visit 
.     would  be  a  good  time  for  you  to  see  what  goes  on  in  our  Nation's  Capitol.  We 

▼  hope  to  meet  with  our  Congressmen  and  perhaps  visit  with  them  in  their  offices. 
Since  there  will  probably  be  many  people  interested  in  making  the  trip,  we 

will  handle  reservations  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  If  you  are  at  all  interested 
A   in  making  this  trip,  please  fill  out  this  form  and  return  it  to  the  League  office  as 
soon  as  possible. 

**************************** 

♦  BUS  TRIP  1995 

♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

^    Return  to:  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  P.O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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non-sugar  composition  of  the  feed  to  the 
vacuum  pan  changes  significantly,  then 
the  control  values  for  the  conductivity 
need  to  be  adjusted. 

The  ideal  system  would  be  able  to 
identify  the  concentration  of  the  sucrose 
in  the  pan  that  is  in  solution  and  also 
the  sucrose  that  is  in  crystalline  form. 
The  distinct  components  of  the 
massecuite  would  have  to  be  determined 
independently.  This  goes  back  to  the  se- 
cond case  mentioned  above  —  the  on-line 
determination  of  the  individual  com- 
ponents. To  achieve  this  goal  the  method 
must  be  non-destructive,  avoid  the  use 
of  any  added  chemical  and  not  require 
special  physical  treatment  such  as  fine 
filtration.  The  technology  that  has  come 
the  furthest  in  this  respect  is  near  infra 
red  (NIR)  spectroscopic  systems  and 
much  has  been  written  about  this. 
Whether  this  approach  can  be  applied  to 
crystallization  is  very  doubtful.  A  recent 
report  described  the  very  successful  ap- 
plication of  NIR  systems  to  the  control 
of  the  level  of  hydrolysis  of  starch  in  the 
manufacture  of  special  corn  syrups. 

Several  recent  reports,  mainly  from 


Australia,  have  dealt  with  the  applica- 
tion of  nuclear  magnetic  resonance 
(NMR)  for  analysis  of  sugarcane  process 
liquors.  We  should  not  be  put  off  by  the 
rather  fearsome  sounding  names  given 
by  scientists  to  their  children.  When  I 
was  a  graduate  student  in  the  1960s, 
NMR  was  becoming  one  of  the  standard 
procedures  for  the  structure  determina- 
tion of  organic  molecules.  Little  did  the 
ordinary  chemist  think  at  that  time  that 
NMR  would  become  a  major  medical 
diagnostic  tool  for  use  for  the  study  of 
whole  organs  and  complex  biochemistry. 
NMR  is  a  tool  for  looking  at  the  environ- 
ment  of  an   atom,    in   our   case   the 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


ANE 


Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 


JANUARY,  1995 


21 


IN  THE  FACTORY      (Continued  from  page  2I) 


hydrogen  atom  and  some  carbon  atoms. 
Since  sucrose,  and  other  sugars,  contain 
both  hydrogen  and  carbon,  they  can  be 
measured  by  this  technique. 

Current  NMR  studies  show  that  a 
distinction  can  be  made  between 
crystalline  sucrose  and  sucrose  in  solu- 
tion. It  is  therefore  possible  to  determine 
massecuite  crystal  content  without 
separation  of  molasses  and  independent 
analysis  of  the  massecuite  and  molasses. 
Preliminary  trials  using  this  technique 
have  been  undertaken  on  C-massecuite 
feed  to  a  continuous  centrifugal, 
pressure  filtered  molasses  and  final 
molasses.  The  results  suggest  that  this 
technique  may  be  suitable  to  allow  the 
estimation  of  purity  rise  during  cen- 
trifugation.  The  ultimate  goal  of  such 
studies  could  be  to  design  a  NMR  probe 
that  would  go  directly  into  the  pan  and 
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measure  the  total  sucrose  content  and 
also  the  crystal  content  of  the  develop- 
ing massecuite.  In  this  case  what  is  be- 
ing measured  would  be  the  material  of 
interest,  crystalline  sucrose. 

Other  studies  with  NMR  systems 
are  as  an  analytical  tool  for  looking  at 
sucrose,  reducing  sugars  and  water  in 
process  samples.  To  date,  analytical 
times  are  about  five  minutes  and  the 
relative  errors  in  the  determinations  in 
the  range  1-5%.  However,  the  research 
is  at  an  early  stage  and  significant  im- 
provertients  are  expected.  There  is  also 
an  ongoing  study  of  the  use  of  NMR 
techniques  to  determine  low  level  im- 
purities, for  example  dextran,  in  raw 
sugar.  The  sample  preparation  would  be 
minimal  and  the  accuracy  could  be 
within  about  5%. 

Many  problems  will  have  to  be  over- 
come before  these  techniques  can 
become  routine.  However,  we  should 
note  that  much  electronics  based 
analytical  systems,  including  measure- 
ment of  dirt  in  cane  described  recently 
in  this  column,  are,  in  the  long  run,  go- 
ing to  radically  change  the  way  we  ob- 
tain and  use  analytical  data  for  factory 
control. 
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•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


STOP 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269         (504)  447-2696 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 
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''  ' ,  w 


^^=_^w^^. 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1 1 05  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA     31 8-229-641 5 
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RENT 


NEW  FORD  70  SERIES 


"# 


YOU'VE  HEARD  THE  RUMORS... 
NOW,  SEE  THE  REAL  THING 

M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


Msssm 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BROUSSARD 

381 1  Hwy.  90  East 
318/837-2763 
800/960-0067 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


Farm  Financing  From 
Follcs  Wiio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 


DONNA  THIBODEAUX 
New  Iberia 


Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 

New  Iberia  •  (318)364-0217 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 
New  Iberia 
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to  eliminate  the  caucuses  which  are 
special  interests  groups  formed  by  con- 
gressional members. 

HOUSE  AGRICULTURE 
COMMITTEE  REORGANIZED 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
has  a  new  chairman,  Pat  Roberts  from 
Kansas.  He  will  serve  on  a  committee 
with  49  members,  27  Republicans  and 
22  Democrats  (a  decrease  of  one  member 
from  the  103rd  Congress.)  The  number 
of  subcommittees  were  reduced  to  five 
eliminating  the  Foreign  Agriculture 
and  Hunger  Subcommmittee.  The  Sub- 
committee chairmen  were  named:  Cong. 
Bill  Emerson  (R-MO)  —  Department  of 
Operations  and  Nutrition;  Cong.  Wayne 
Allard  (R-CO)  —  Environment,  Credit, 
and  Rural  Development;  Cong.  Bill  Bar- 
rett (R-Neb.)  —  General  Farm  Com- 
modities; Cong.  Steve  Gunderson  (R-WI) 
—  Livestock;  and  Cong.  Tom  Ewing  (R- 
IL)  —  Specialty  Crops  and  Natural 
Resources  (includes  sugar). 

Richard  Baker  (R-LA)  was  named  to 
the  House  Agriculture  Committee.  At 
this  time  it  is  not  known  on  which  sub- 
committee he  will  serve. 

SENATE  AGRICULTURE  CHAIRMAN 
PUSHES  FOR  FARM  BILL  REFORM 

Senator  Lugar,  Chairman  of  the 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee,  an- 
nounced on  December  9  that  his  staff 
will  begin  hearings  on  the  1995  Farm 
Bill  early  next  year.  He  also  went  on  to 
state  that  no  current  farm  program  is 
sacrosanct.  In  the  past  the  farm  bill  was 
written  by  using  existing  law  and  then 
proceeding  to  make  changes  from  that 
law.  Lugar  claims  that  the  1995  Farm 
Bill  will  be  written  from  a  clean  slate 
and  that  budgetary  concerns  will  drive 
much  of  the  farm  bill  debate.  Senator 


Lugar's  staff  prepared  a  list  of  53  ques- 
tions which  will  be  used  as  a  basis  for 
the  Senate  farm  bill  hearings.  He  raised 
two  questions  regarding  sugar: 

•  Why  should  sugar  production  be 
protected  and  imports  restricted  if 
the  result  is  higher  sugar  prices 
for  American  consumers? 

•  What  are  the  most  prominent  ex- 
amples of  agricultural  programs 
that  may  confer  subsidies  to  com- 
modities other  than  those  for 
which  they  are  directly  designed? 
For  example,  do  corn  farmers 
derive  a  benefit  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  sugar  price  support 
program? 

The  sugar  industry  is  preparing 
answers  to  these  questions  in  support  of 
the  program. 

(Continued  on  page  26) 


Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 


Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  production  of  sugarcane  for 
sugar  and  seed  is  forecast  at  32  million 
tons,  virtually  unchanged  from  the 
November  1  forecast.  However,  it  is  3 
percent  more  than  last  year.  Tropical 
Storm  Gordon  threatened  Florida's 
sugarcane  crop  and  delayed  the  harvest. 


but  no  acreage  was  lost.  The  harvest 
season  will  be  lengthened  as  growers 
wait  for  fields  to  dry  out  and  for  cane 
that  is  lodged  to  straighten.  This  year's 
production  of  sugarcane  for  sugar,  at 
30.3  million  tons,  is  up  2  percent  from 
last  year  with  most  of  the  increase  com- 
ing from  Florida. 


SUGARCANE:  AREA  HARVESTED,  YIELD,  AND  PRODUCTION, 

BY  USE,  STATE,  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1992-1994 

STATE 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD1 

PR0DUCTI0N1 

1993 

1994 

1993 

1994 

1993 

1994 

1,000  i 

\CRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

For  Sugar 

FL 

425.0 

428.0 

34.1 

35.3 

14,512 

15,120 

HI 

64.8 

61.5 

85.0 

89.5 

5,508 

5,504 

LA 

360.0 

350.0 

22.8 

24.0 

8,220 

8,400 

TX 

43.5 

42.5 

32.5 

31.0 

1,412 

1,317 

US 

893.3 

882.0 

33.2 

34.4 

29,652 

30,341 

For  Seed 

FL 

19.0 

17.0 

34.7 

37.1 

640 

630 

HI 

5.1 

5.0 

19.2 

23.0 

98 

115 

LA 

30.0 

35.0 

22.8 

24.0 

684 

840 

TX 

.9 

1.3 

30.0 

21.5 

27 

28 

US 

55.0 

58.3 

26.3 

27.7 

1,449 

1,613 

For  Sugar 

and  Seed 

FL 

444.0 

445.0 

34.1 

35.4 

15,152 

15,750 

HI 

69.9 

66.5 

80.2 

84.5 

5,606 

5,619 

LA 

390.0 

385.0 

22.8 

24.0 

8,904 

9,240 

TX 

44.4 

43.8 

32.4 

30.7 

1,439 

1,345 

US 

948.3 

940.3 

32.8 

34.0 

31,101 

31,954 

1    NET  TONS. 

WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  SUPPLY 
AND  DEMAND  ESTIMATES 

The  U.S.  sugar  production  in  fiscal 
year  1994/95  is  projected  at  a  record  8.24 
million  short  tons,  raw  value,  up  0.6  per- 
cent from  last  month  and  7.3  percent 
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from  last  year.  Cane  production  is  raised 
to  950,000  tons  in  Louisiana  and 
135,000  tons  in  Texas.  Despite  the  in- 
crease in  production,  ending  stocks  are 
projected  slightly  lower  because  of  lower 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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imports,  higher  exports  and  increase  in 
deliveries.  Imports  of  sugar  under  the 
tariff  rate  quota  in  1994/95  are  forecast 
lower  because  high  world  prices  will 
divert  some  sugar  away  from  the  U.S. 


market.  Deliveries  are  increased  to 
reflect  reduced  imports  of  sugar- 
containing  products  associated  with  the 
Uruguay  Round  Agreement. 


WASDE-297-11 
U.S.  Sugar  Supply  and  Use  ^ 


Item 

1992/93 

1993/94 
Estimate 

1994/95 

Projections 

Novembei 

'     December 

1,000  short  tons,  raw  value 

Beginning  stocks  2 

1,477 

1,704 

1,333 

1,338 

Production  2     3 

7,838 

7,677 

8,190 

8,240 

Beet  sugar 

4,392 

4,090 

4,700 

4,700 

Cane  sugar 

3,446 

3,587 

3,490 

3,540 

Imports  2 

2,039 

1,772 

2,026 

1,989 

Under  quota  ^ 

1 ,335 

1,179 

1,361 

1,324 

Other  5 

704 

593 

665 

665 

Total  supply 

1 1 ,354 

11,153 

1 1 ,549 

1 1 ,567 

Exports  2  6 

405 

454 

465 

495 

Domestic  deliveries  2 

9,197 

9,333 

9,450 

9,480 

Domestic  food  use 

9,034 

9,180 

9,275 

9,305 

Other  7 

163 

153 

175 

175 

Miscellaneous  ^ 

48 

28 

0 

0 

Use,  total 

9,650 

9,815 

9,915 

9,975 

Ending  stocks  2  9 

1,704 

1,338 

1,634 

1,592 

Stocks  to  use  ratio 

17.7 

13.6 

16.5 

16.0 

1  Fiscal  years  beginning  Oct.  1.  Includes  Puerto  Rico. 

2  Historical  data  are  from  ASCS,  "Sweetener  Market  Data." 

3  Production  in  1994/95  is  Interagency  Sugar  Estimates  Committee  forecast. 

^  Actual  arrivals  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  with  late  entries  and  quota  overfills  assigned  to  the  fiscal 
year  in  which  they  actually  arrived.  Forecast  imports  under  quota  in  1994/95  assume  a  shortfall  of 
120,000  tons  from  the  quotas  covering  fiscal  years  1993,  1994,  and  1995. 

5  Quota  exempt  imports  (for  reexport,  for  polyhydric  alcohol,  from  Canada,  and  high-duty). 

6  Mostly  reexports. 

7  Transfer  to  sugar  containing  products  for  reexport,  for  nonedible  alcohol,  and  feed. 

8  Residual. 

9  Includes  approximately  320,000  tons  of  beet  sugar  and  6,000  tons  of  cane  sugar  in  excess  of  marketing 
allotments  in  1994/95.  The  stocks  to  use  ratio  without  the  "blocked  stocks"  would  be  12.7  percent. 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  from 
THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


JANUARY,  1995 
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ANNOUNCING  THE 


I  SEVENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING 

I  OF  THE 

I  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

I  OF  THE 

I  U.S.A.,  INC. 

m  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  22,  1 995  —  9:30  A.M. 

I  HOWARD  JOHNSON  LODGE 

i  201  N.  CANAL  BLVD.,  THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

I  REGISTRATION  BEGINS  AT  9:00  A.M. 

M  At  this  Meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  Members  of  the 

g  Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

M  Proposed  amendment  to  the  League's  Articles  of  Incorporation 

g  will  also  be  voted  upon 

M  For  details  see  page  4 

a   Immediately  following  the  Annual  Meeting,  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation 

H  will  hold  a  meeting  to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors. 

a       All  Members  of  the  League  will  Please  Consider  This  as  an  Official  Notice  to  Attend 
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I 


BIBMBJBIBIBfBIBIgMBJBJBJBIBfBigiBIBMgJBJBlEJJBMBJBigiBIBJB^^ 


Q 


Vol.  73 -No.  5  FEBRUARY,  1995 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

Charles  J.  Melancon,  Editor/President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Vice-President  and  Director  of  Research 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

John  Constant,  Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens,  Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron,  III,  Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:   (2020  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative: 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
7612  Picardy  Suite  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 
Phone:   (504)766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 

206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)448-3707 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


Brannan  Beyt,  Jennerette,  LA 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Vice-Chairman 
Charles  J.  Melancon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

President  and  General  Manager 
Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Vice-President  and  Director  of  Research 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 

Vice-President  —  Government  Relations 
Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Secretary 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Treasurer 


Henry  Adolph,  Napoleonville,  LA 
Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Felix  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  LA 
Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  LA 
Craig  Cailher,  Franklin,  LA 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  LA 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  LA 
John  Evans,  White  Castle,  LA 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Francis  Graugnard,  Edgard,  LA 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Bobby  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 
Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  LA 


Lawrence  Levert,  III,  St.  Martinvill 
A.  J.  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  LA 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Michael  G.  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens,  LA 
WiUiam  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  LA 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  LA 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  LA 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkei,  LA 
Daniel  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


w, 


:U 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J.  Melancon 
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The  announcement  of  the  Annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  is  on  the  cover  of  this  issue  of 
The  Sugar  Bulletin.  You  will  note  the 
meeting  will  be  on  Wednesday,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1995,  at  the  Howard  John- 
son Lodge  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana. 
Registration  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m. 

It  is  important  that  all  members 
make  a  sincere  effort  to  attend  this 
meeting.  The  League  is  not  the  staff's 
nor  the  officers'  and  directors'  organi- 
zation. It  is  your  organization.  You  pay 
the  dues  that  enable  it  to  function  on 
your  behalf  The  Board  wants  your 
input  and  participation. 

The  Chairmen  of  each  of  the 
League's  three  major  committees  will 
report  to  the  membership.  These  are: 
Dan  Duplantis  for  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, Charles  Thibaut  for  the  Legis- 
lative Committee,  and  Pat  Cancienne 
for  the  Research  Committee.  In  addi- 
tion,^ outgoing  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
Bert  Be}^:,  will  present  his  report.  The 
election    of  the    League's    Board    of 


Directors  for  1995  will  be  conducted. 
The  business  session  will  include  vot- 
ing on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Articles  of  Incorporation.  Page  4  of  this 
issue  gives  an  explanation  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

The  members  of  the  League's 
Board  of  Directors  meet  on  a  monthly 
basis.  All  members  of  the  League  are 
invited  to  attend  the  Board  meetings. 
The  Board  members  want  input  from 
the  general  membership.  The  annual 
meeting  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
be  informed  of  the  activities  of  the 
League  and  to  express  your  thoughts 
and  ideas. 

The  Board  of  Directors  and  Staff  of 
the  League  urge  your  attendance  and 
solicit  your  input  at  the  1995  Annual 
meeting. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee. The  following  were  nominated 
by  the  committee  to  serve  on  the  Amer- 
ican Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of  Di- 
rectors beginning  February  22,  1995. 
(Continued  on  page  14) 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farnn  Equipnnent 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


ANE 


Tractor 
Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 


FEBRUARY,  1995 


NOTICE  OF   PROPOSED  AMENDMENT 

TO  THE  ARTICLES  OF  INCORPORATION 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  to  be  held  on 
February  22,  1995  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Howard  Johnson 
Lodge  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  the  following  amendment  to 
Article  VINA  of  the  Articles  of  Incorporation  will  be  proposed 
and  voted  upon: 

"The  business  and  affairs  of  this  Corporation  shall  be 
managed  by  and  all  corporate  powers  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Board  of  Directors  to  consist  of  forty  members, 
twenty  of  whom  shall  be  Processor  Members  and 
twenty  of  whom  shall  be  Grower  and/or  Landlord 
Members.  Each  Processor  Member  shall  be  entitled 
to  designate  one  person  to  serve  as  its  representative 
on  the  Board;  provided  that,  should  there  be  less 
than  twenty  Processor  Members  of  this  Corporation, 
a  sufficient  number  of  additional  processor  represent- 
atives shall  be  elected  by  the  membership  to  assure 
the  election  of  twenty  Processor  Directors.  The 
Grower  and/or  Landlord  Directors  and  any  additional 
Processor  representatives  to  serve  on  the  Board  shall 
be  elected  by  vote  of  the  members  at  each  annual 
membership  meeting." 
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CAMECO  PRESENTS 


A  FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE  CANE  TRACTOR 

that  is: 

Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4  X  38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  with  Bumper 

For  More  Details  Cor]tact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

400  South  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)276-6314 
FAX  (318)276-6314 


North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
Phone  (504)447-7285 
FAX  (504)447-5735 


FEBRUARY,  1995 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  ANNOUNCES  REVISION  OF 

SUGAR  MARKETING  ALLOTMENTS 

AND  ALLOCATIONS  FOR  FY  95 

USDA  announced  the  second  quar- 
ter revision  of  the  sugar  marketing 
allotments  and  allocations  for  fiscal 
year  1995  on  December  30,  1994.  The 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  in  accordance 
with  the  law,  has  re-estimated  U.S. 
sugar  consumption,  stocks,  production, 
and  imports  and  determined  that 
sugar  marketing  allotments  should 
continue  for  fiscal  year  1995. 
Reasonable  ending  stocks  are  esti- 
mated to  total  1,172  thousand  short 
tons  (TST)  which  is  down  106,000  tons 
from  the  September  estimate.  This 
results  in  the  overall  allotment  quanti- 
ty continuing  unchanged  at  7,889  TST. 
The  weights  assigned  to  the  three-fac- 
tor criteria  remain  unchanged  —  past 
marketing's  at  25%,  processing  capaci- 
ty at  25%,  and  ability  to  market  at  50 
percent  respectively. 


The  Department  also  announced  a 
reassignment  of  15  TST  of  Hawaii  and 
5  TST  of  Puerto  Rico  allotments  to 
processors  in  Florida,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas.  The  reassignment  is  a  portion  of 
the  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico  allotments 
which  is  not  expected  to  be  filled 
because  of  a  deficit  in  each  State's 
sugar  supply  relative  to  its  previously 
assigned  allotment.  The  reassign- 
ments  in  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Texas 
were  limited  to  only  those  processors 
whose  expected  production  exceeded 
their  previous  allocation. 

Proportionate  shares  relative  to 
the  acreage  of  sugarcane  that  may  be 
harvested  in  Louisiana  for  sugar  or 
seed  have  been  re-estimated  at  113.44 
percent  of  each  farm's  sugarcane 
acreage  base,  up  from  108.57  percent 
earlier.  The  following  table  exemplifies 
the  changes  from  the  November  2, 
1994,  allotments,  allocations,  and 
reassignments. 


Fiscal  Year  1995  Sugar  Marketing  Allotments  and  Allocations 

1st  Quarter 

2  nd  Quarter 

(Nov.  2, 1994) 

Allot;  Alloc. 

including 

Reassignment 

Change  in 
Allot/Alloc. 

Reassignment 

Allot/Alloc. 

including 

Reassignment 

OVERALL  BEET/CANE  ALLOTMENTS: 

Beet  Sugar                                       4,355.3 

-3.0 

0.0 

4,352.4 

Cane  Sugar                                       3,533.7 

3.0 

0.0 

3,536.6 

TOTAL                                             7,889.0 

0.0 

0.0 

7,889.0 

STATE  CANE  SUGAR  ALLOTMENTS: 

Florida                                              1,772.226 

13.750 

12.473 

1,798.449 

Hawaii                                                 637.366 

-14.814 

-15.000 

607.552 

Louisiana                                              933.032 

8.760 

6.578 

948.370 

Puerto  Rico                                            53.631 

-3.326 

-5.000 

45.305 

Texas                                                      137.436 

-1.412 

0.949 

136.974 

TOTAL  CANE  SUGAR                     3,533.691 

2.958 

0.000 

3,536.650 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Charley  Richard 

CROP  REPORT,  A  NEW  STATE  SUGAR  RECORD 
LOW  RAINFALL  —  RECOMMENDATIONS 


The  1994  Louisiana  sugarcane 
crop  was  completed  on  January  3, 1995 
when  the  Enterprise  factory  completed 
its  season  having  ground  more  than 
1,228,000  tons  of  sugarcane.  The  sea- 
son began  when  the  Alma  and  Cajun 
factories  started  on  September  28, 
1994.  The  total  sugarcane  ground  in 
Louisiana  in  the  1994  crop  will  amount 
to  more  than  9,651,000  tons.  With  the 
present  data,  it  would  appear  that  the 
industry  will  yield  210  pounds  of  sugar 
per  ton,  raw  value  (about  207  pounds 
96°  sugar).  Most  growers  and  proces- 
sors deal  with  96°  sugar,  but  since  gov- 
ernment programs,  including  market- 
ing allotments,  work  on  raw  value, 
that  is  the  unit  League  reports  nor- 
mally use.  This  gives  a  final  produc- 
tion in  excess  of  1,022,000  tons  of 
sugar  (raw  value).  This  production 
level  is,  of  course,  a  new  state  record 
and  one  that  this  industry  can  truly  be 
proud  of.  However,  with  the  good  news 
comes  bad  news,  since  this  level  of 
sugar  is  above  the  marketing  allot- 
ment set  by  the  government  for 
Louisiana.  This  means  that  some  fac- 
tories will  have  to  carry  some  sugar 
over  into  the  next  year.  This  fact 
should  not  deter  us  from  the  excite- 
ment of  having  produced  over  a  million 
tons  of  sugar.  This  is  a  tremendous 
accomplishment  and  comes  in  the 
200th  year  of  sugar  production  in  our 
history.  It  also  comes  in  an  industry 
that  has  one  of  the  shortest  growing 
seasons  in  the  world,  an  industry  that 
experiences  freezing  conditions  every 
year,  and  an  industry  that  many  say 
shouldn't  even  be  in  the  sugarcane 
business! 

The  yields  listed  above  can  be 
determined  fairly  accurately,  even  at 


this  early  date.  The  questionable  num- 
ber at  this  point  is  the  acreage  from 
which  this  yield  was  produced.  Every 
year,  members  of  this  organization 
request  growers  to  report  their  cane 
and  seed  acreage.  Many  do  while  some 
do  not.  This  causes  the  industry  prob- 
lems in  attempting  to  calculate  3delds, 
and  in  a  year  such  as  this,  it  can  be 
rather  troublesome.  The  reported 
acreage  from  what  used  to  be  ASCS, 
now  CFSA,  is  379,045.4  total  (sugar  & 
seed)  acres.  If  the  industry  used  the 
normal  amount  of  seed  cane  acreage 
during  1994  (approximately  8%),  then 
there  were  some  348,722  acres  har- 
vested for  sugar.  Using  this  acreage 
and  1,022,000  tons  of  sugar,  the  state 
yield  of  sugar  per  harvested  acre 
would  be  5,861  pounds.  This  would  be 
more  than  a  17%  increase  over  the 
1993  yield  of  sugar  per  acre.  The 
thinking  is  that  the  industry  may  have 
planted  a  higher  percentage  than  nor- 
mal last  year  as  a  result  of  the  rota- 
tion following  the  December  1989 
freeze.  This  would  reduce  the  acreage 
harvested  for  sugar  and  increase  the 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre  even  higher. 

Furthermore,  using  348,722  acres 
harvested  for  sugar  and  9,651,000  tons 
of  sugarcane  ground,  the  state  yield  of 
cane  per  acre  would  be  27.7  tons. 
These  per  acre  3delds  are  considerably 
higher  than  any  of  the  estimates  given 
by  those  industry  personnel  who  travel 
the  state  and  makes  one  wonder 
whether  the  379,045  reported  acres  is 
accurate.  Again,  the  League  requests 
that  all  growers  report  seed  cane 
acreage  to  their  county  offices  so  that 
this  industry  can  track  its  progress.  If 
your  local  CFSA  is  not  requesting  you 
(Continued  on  page  27) 
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ENCORE 
PERFORMANCE 


INTRODUCING  THE  7240  MAGNUM 


You  appreciated  the  original  MAGNUM'" 
line  for  what  it  gave  you  ...  more 
reliability,  durability  and  performance. 

Now  you  deserve  an  even  higher 
standard  of  agricultural  power:  the  new 
7200  Series  MAGNUM  line.  With  a 
choice  of  five  tractors,  including  the  big 
7240  with  195  PTOhp. 

Here  are  a  few  of  the  highlights: 
•  A  high-technology  Case  8.3  L 

505  cu.  in.  engine  that  provides 

more  fuel-efficient  power. 


•  A  standard  18-speed  powershift 
transmission  that  combines  the  right 
speeds  with  even  more  control. 

•  Up  to  1 1  %  tighter  turning  capability. 

•  Operator  comfort,  instrumentation 
and  visibility  that's  better  than 
ever  before. 

Stop  by  today  and  see  the  new 
7200  Series  MAGNUM  tractor  line  ... 
the  fitting  encore  to  the  quality 
standard  set  seven  years  ago. 

©1993  J  I  Case 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 
New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)  667-6535 


Lanier  Implement 
Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 
Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 
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Environmental  Perspectives 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

1994  ENVIRONMENTAL  PERFORMANCE 


At  the  end  of  harvesting  and  pro- 
cessing a  cane  crop,  it  is  nice  to  have  a 
Christmas-New  Year  hoHday  during 
which  to  reflect  on  and  be  thankful  for 
the  abundant  blessings  received  in  the 
past  year.  From  the  environmental 
standpoint,  it  was  a  year  absent  of 
major  pollution  incidents  attributable 
to  the  sugar  cane  culture  and  process- 
ing, and  there  were  no  environmental 
news  media  events  causing  serious 
damage  to  public  relations. 

It  would  be  nice  to  be  able  to  mea- 
sure, objectively,  how  well  the  industry 
and  individual  components  perform 
each  year  in  the  environmental  arena. 
With  such  information,  it  could  be 
determined  where  are  the  most  urgent 
problems,  identify  the  most  efficient 
environmental  protection  techniques 
and  systems,  and  provide  a  gauge  to 
measure  environmental  performance. 
It  would  be  possible  to  use  some  of  the 
presently  available  statistics,  such  as 
the  amounts  of  pollutant  emissions 
reported  annually  to  LDEQ,  but  such 
data  does  not  identify  non-compliance 
situations  and  does  not  tell  an5^hing 
about  resource  recovery,  cropland 
runoff,  wastewater  containment,  odor 
nuisance  prevention,  etc.  A  truly  repre- 
sentative environmental  auditing  sys- 
tem for  the  sugar  cane  industry  would 
be  a  valuable  management  tool  for 
achieving  economy,  speed  and  efficien- 
cy in  environmental  compliance,  and 
environmental  enhancement  where 
feasible. 

It  is  also  important  to  realize  that 


there  is  a  downside  to  voluntary  envi- 
ronmental audits.  Environmentalists 
and  USEPA  like  to  use  these  as  a  tool, 
and  they  use  that  tool  like  a  lug 
wrench  to  bear  up  on  industry.  One 
example  is  the  Coors  Brewery 
Environmental  Audit,  cited  in  The 
Sugar  Bulletin,  Volume  72  —  No.  7  of 
April  1994.  Another  type  of  audit  is  the 
so  called  "Environmental  Scorecard," 
that  is  often  used  by  environmentalists 
in  their  efforts  to  prevent  state  tax 
exemptions  being  granted  for  new 
industrial  investments. 

In  the  absence  of  an  objective  type 
environmental  evaluation  system,  only 
a  subjective  evaluation  can  be  made  of 
the  cane  industry's  1994  performance. 
The  absence  of  serious  incidents  alone 
makes  it  a  good  environmental  year. 
Much,  but  certainly  not  all  of  the  credit 
for  a  good  year  can  be  given  to  favor- 
able weather  conditions.  Many  mills 
have  recently  made  major  investments 
in  improved  air,  water  and  residue 
management  systems,  and  the  benefits 
are  starting  to  show. 

There  was  much  less  cane  trash  on 
public  roadways  in  some  areas,  al- 
though there  was  no  perceptible  im- 
provement in  other  areas.  The  cane 
delivered  to  mills  was  generally  much 
cleaner,  and  produced  lower  amounts 
of  residue  from  cane  washing  and  juice 
clarification.  The  bagasse  had  lower 
ash  content  and  less  bagasse  was  used 
as  boiler  fuel,  lowering  boiler  emis- 
sions.  The   general   lack   of  rainfall 

(Continued  on  page  25) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

PERSPECTIVES  ON  NEW  TECHNOLOGY 


In  the  last  month  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  reviewing  two  recent 
publications  which  describe  process 
developments  and  research  results  in 
the  cane  industry.  The  first  is  the  col- 
lection of  papers  presented  at  the 
ISSCT  Combined  Factory/Energy 
Workshop  in  India  last  November.  (The 
Sugar  Technologists  Association  of 
India  is  to  be  commended  for  their  very 
prompt  publication  of  this  material. 
Extensive  and  detailed  papers  on  a 
variety  of  topics  are  included  and  many 
of  the  papers  are  longer  and  more 
detailed  than  those  allowed  by  the  reg- 
ular ISSCT  Congress.)  The  second  doc- 
ument of  interest  is  the  1993-4  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sugar  Research  and 
Development  Corporation  of  Australia. 

An  interesting  observation  is  that 
the  material  discussed  in  both  docu- 
ments deals  with  state  of  the  art  con- 
ventional technology.  By  this  I  mean 
the  optimization  and  automation  of 
milling,  evaporation,  crystallization, 
centrifugation,  etc.  —  all  conventional 
unit  operations  in  the  raw  sugar  mill. 
The  new  technologies  of  membrane  fil- 
tration and  chromatographic  separa- 
tions are  not  discussed.  This  leads  to 
the  question  of  whether,  for  the  tech- 
nologists involved  in  these  research 
and  development  programs,  the  bene- 
fits are  greater  for  the  industry  in 
emphasizing  the  best  performance  of 
established  operations,  rather  than 
introduction  of  new  technologies  which 
usually  have  levels  of  complexity 
higher  than  found  in  most  raw  sugar 


operations. 

As  an  example  of  this,  in  the 
Australian  report  there  are  studies  on 
enzymatic  browning  of  cane  juice,  raw 
sugar  color  reduction  using  enzymes, 
high  molecular  weight  phenolic  col- 
orants and  cane  polysaccharides. 
Ultrafiltration  of  the  juice  could  be  a 
technique  for  the  reduction  of  such 
problems,  whatever  they  are,  but  it  is 
not  included  in  the  research  program, 
almost  certainly  for  good  reasons, 
whatever  they  are. 

This  approach  to  technology  im- 
provement is  also  seen  in  publications 
and  research  efforts  by  the  sugar 
industry  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
This  should  caution  us  that  we  could 
be  creating  problems  if  we  put  too 
much  emphasis  upon  new  and  interest- 
ing technology  at  the  expense  of  proven 
technology. 

The  Australian  program  puts  con- 
siderable effort  into  milling  technology 
with  studies  on  prediction  of  mill 
performance  and  mill  feeding  for 
higher  rates,  especially  with  softer  var- 
ieties. Mechanical  aspects  of  milling, 
including  roll  roughness,  low  speed 
gearing  and  quieter  shredders,  are 
under  study.  On  a  more  basic  level 
there  is  a  multidisciplinary  study  for 
the  determination  of  the  fundamental 
properties  of  prepared  cane  for  crush- 
ing theory  investigations.  At  the  other 
end  of  the  process  there  are  studies  on 
seed  crystal  development,  centrifugal 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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HIGH  CLEARANCE, 
HIGH  LIFT  CAPACITY 


John  Deere  7400  Hi-Crop  and  Hi- 
Clearance  Tractors  give  you  up  to  8,390 
pounds  of  hitch  lift  capacity.  So  wide, 
heavy  cultivators  are  no  problem. 

Pick  up  the  implement  and  return 
it  to  a  preset  depth  at  the  touch  of 
a  fingertip  rocker  switch. 
The  high-pressure,  high- 
capacity  hydraulics  let  you 
perform  several  tasks  at  once 
without  interruptions  or 
pressure  loss.  With  up 


to  2,900  psi  of  working  pressure,  you 
can  lift  more,  faster . . .  even  while  you 
divert  flow  to  steer,  brake,  and  engage 
the  3-point  hitch. 

And,  you  get  famous  John  Deere 
engine  power  and  efficiency,  smooth- 
shifting  transmissions,  optional 
Caster/Action®  MFWD- and 
all  the  front  and  rear  axle 
clearance  you  need  (up  to 
40  inches).  Ask  your  dealer 
for  a  test  drive  today. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)828-1332 
Melancon  Equipment,  inc. 
Lafayette,  LA 
(318)233-8645 
Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)446-5061 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)365-6667 
The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

New  Roads,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)638-4851  (504)473-986 

Quality  Equipment  Co. 
Kaplan,  LA 
(318)643-2249 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE    (Continued  from  page  3) 


GROWER  MEMBERS 

Henry  Adolph 
David  Allain 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr. 
John  Gay 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Warren  Harang,  III 
George  "Scrap"  Hymel 
Jackie  Judice 
Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 
Michael  G.  Melancon 
Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee 
Leonard  Oncale 
Frank  Pearce 
Howard  Robichaux 
Raphael  Rodriguez 
Donald  Segura 
Frank  Sotile 
Roland  Talbot 
Carlton  Tbwnsend 
Daniel  Viator 


PROCESSOR  MEMBERS 

Branan  "Bert"  Beyt 

Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard 

Ronald  Blanchard 

F  Neal  Bolton 

Craig  Caillier 

Patrick  Cancienne 

Dan  Duplantis 

Melvin  Landry 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III 

Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 

A.  J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois 

D.  C.  Mattingly 

William  S.  Patout,  III 

Kenneth  Peltier 

R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane 

Mel  Schudmak 

David  Stewart 

Jackie  Theriot 

Charles  Thibaut 

Glenn  Timmons 


RENT 


•  4  WHEEL  DRIVE  MUDDER  TRACTOR 

•  88  ENGINE  HORSEPOWER 

•  HIGH  BACK  DELUXE  SEAT 

•  OVER  26  INCHES  CROP  CLEARANCE 

•  16  FORWARD  4  REVERSE  TRANSMISSION 

•  DIFFERENTIAL  LOCK 

•  12.4-32  Rl  FRONT  TIRES 

•  13.6-46  R2  REAR  TIRES 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


Kubofo 
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GENESIS™  CONFIDENCE 


SYlEAR  LEASE 
3  YlElAR  WARRANTY 
2%  INTEREST  RATE 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
899/969-0068 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


BROUSSARD 

3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
318/837-2763 
800/960-0067 


^A,    row)  MXW  HOLLAND 


hEWHOLLAI^D 


Get  rollin'  now  in  a  new  Ford  70  Series  GENESIS'"*  tractor. 
It's  easy  with  the  new  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE"* 
LEASE  from  Ford  New  Holland  Credit.  This  new  3  year 
lease  provides  excellent  value  and  cash  flow  fc>eneflts. 
Similar  4  and  5  year  leases  also  available.  But  don't 
delay,  this  special  3  year  lease  with  2%  APR  is  available 
only  through  March  31 ,  1995.  See  us  today  for  details. 

GENESIS...GOTTA  DRIVE  IT.. .GOTTA  LEASE  ITI 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foilcs  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a  j    . 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


LESTER  SIMON 
New  Iberia  •(318)  364-0217 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 
Thibodaux  •  (504)  446-9450 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  IH  1466  Low  Clearance,  David  Brown  1200,  2-IH  Hydro  100, 
Cameco  Loader  (SP  2000)  w/backhoe,  single  row  —  Broussard  Harvester, 
3208  Caterpillar  Engine,  480  IH  Disc  Harrow,  2-Mechanical  Planters,  Prentice 
Transloader  (F700  Ford),  Cane  Trailer,  Various  Field  Equipnnent.  Call  Joseph 
Boudreaux  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  447-7685. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  Hl-Crop  4430;  JD  4230;  Int'l  1066;  JD  1635  Disc.  Will  Take 
Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  Grader  Tires  1400  x  24  with  tubes  —  $150.  18.4  x  34  Tire  — 
$150.  3-row  Chopper  for  Cane  —  $2,500  or  Will  Trade.  Flex-boom  Hydraulic 
Shredder,  good  for  cutting  trees  —  $2,500  or  Will  Trade.  Call  Erne  Plessala, 
Jr.  at  (318)  229-8409. 


FOR  SALE:  Two  compartment  Nabors  Cane  Trailer.  Call  Cleveland  Provost  at 
(318)  923-7943  (home)  or  (318)  276-9000  (office). 


FOR  SALE:  MODEL  880-B  Case  with  cane  grab  and  dirt  bucket,  $17,500.00, 
Year  1981,  new  motor  and  pump.  Call  Allee,  Allee,  &  Allen  at  (504)  265-3965 
or  (504)  447-8935. 


FOR  SALE:  Broussard  2-row  Harvester  with  cab,  air  and  JD  engine. 
Broussard  Loader  with  cab,  hydraulic  sunstrain  and  JD  engine.  Call  (318) 
364-8903  (day)  or  (318)  365-5036  (evening). 


7fian/(s  to 

the  CommerciaC  MemSers 

of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 

for  tfieir  continued  support 
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Fiscal  Year  1995  Sugar  Marketing  Allotments  and  Allocations 

1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

(Nov.  5,1^4) 

Allots  Alloc. 

Allot/Alloc. 

including 

Change  in 

including 

Reassignment 

Allot/Alloc. 

Reassignment 

Reassignment 

BEET  PROCESSORS'  MARKETING  ALLOCATIONS 

•: 

Almalgamated  Sugar  Co. 

837.961 

21.214 

0.000 

859.175 

American  Crystal  Sugar  Co. 

1,034.171 

1.390 

0.000 

1,035.561 

Great  Lakes  Sugar  Co. 

49.885 

1.008 

0.000 

50.893 

Holly  Sugar  Corp. 

704.618 

-15.644 

0.000 

688.974 

Michigan  Sugar  Co. 

249.259 

9.795 

0.000 

259.054 

Minn-Dak  Farmers  Co-op. 

201.965 

9.194 

0.000 

211.159 

Monitor  Sugar  Co. 

146.542 

-8.330 

0.000 

138.212 

Savannah  (ADSEP  DIV) 

27.847 

-0.532 

0.000 

27.315 

So.  Minn  Beet  Sugar  Co-op 

291.106 

-4.484 

0.000 

236.622 

Spreckles  Sugar  Co. 

314.353 

-5.000 

0.000 

309.353 

Western  Sugar  Co. 

497.599 

-11.567 

0.000 

486.032 

TOTAL  BEET  SUGAR 

4,355.306 

-2.956 

0.000 

4,352.350 

CANE  PROCESSORS'  MARKETING  ALLOCATIONS: 

FLORIDA 


Atlantic  Sugar  Assoc. 

145.538 

-1.865 

1.002 

144.675 

Growers  Co-Op.  of  FL. 

290.567 

9.416 

2.098 

302.081 

Okeelanta  Corp. 

321.747 

18.929 

2.385 

343.061 

Osceola  Farms  Co. 

196.241 

-2.256 

1.353 

195.338 

Talisman  Sugar  Corp. 

133.109 

-1.704 

0.917 

132.322 

U.  S.  Sugar  Corp. 

685.024 

-8.770 

4.718 

680.972 

TOTAL  FLORIDA 

1,772.226 

13.750 

12.473 

1,798.449 

HAWAII 

Hamakus  Sugar  Co. 

15.453 

-0.825 

-4.676 

9.952 

Hawaiian  Commercial  &  Sugar  Co. 

211.257 

-2.287 

8.742 

217.712 

Hilo  Coast  Processing  Co. 

9.426 

-0.487 

-2.741 

6.198 

Ka'u  Agribusiness  Co. 

49.540 

-0.552 

0.012 

49.000 

Kekaha  Sugar  Co. 

61.042 

-0.586 

-4.649 

55.807 

McBryde  Sugar  Co. 

23.808 

-0.401 

-0.130 

23.277 

Oahu  Sugar  Co. 

67.765 

-0.783 

-8.529 

58.453 

Olokele  Sugar  Co. 

45.565 

-0.510 

-0.018 

45.037 

Pioneer  Mill  Co. 

40.162 

-6.585 

3.523 

37.100 

The  Lihue  Plantation  Co. 

46.412 

-0.548 

-3.381 

42.483 

Waialua  Sugar  Co. 

66.936 

-1.250 

-3.153 

62.533 

TOTAL  HAWAII 

637.366 

-14.814 

-15.000 

607.552 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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Fiscal  Year  1995  Sugar  Marketing  Allotments  and  Allocations 

1st  Quarter 

(Nov.  2, 1994) 

Alloti  Alloc. 

Allot/Alloc. 

including 

Change  in 

including 

Reassignment 

Allot/Alloc. 

Reassignment 

Reassignment 

LOUISIANA 

Alma  Plantation 

41.767 

-0.434 

0.312 

41.645 

Caire  &  Graugnard 

7.804 

-0.081 

0.058 

7.781 

Cajun  Sugar  Co-op. 

60.361 

2.104 

0.473 

62.938 

Caldwell  Sugars  Co-op. 

32.992 

2.279 

0.282 

35.553 

Cora-Texas  Mfg.  Co. 

69.420 

3.891 

0.557 

73.868 

Dugas  &  Leblanc 

44.040 

0.450 

0.337 

44.827 

Evan  Hall  Factory 

47.814 

0.223 

0.363 

48.400 

Glenwood  Co-op. 

36.411 

-1.313 

0.000 

35.098 

Harry  Laws  &  Co. 

34.858 

-1.563 

0.251 

33.546 

Iberia  Sugar  Co-op. 

42.151 

1.244 

0.329 

43.724 

Jeanerette  Sugar  Co. 

48.340 

3.486 

0.393 

52.219 

Lafourche  Sugars  Corp. 

42.511 

-0.708 

0.000 

41.803 

Louisiana  Sugarcane  Co-op. 

63.363 

-0.658 

0.475 

63.180 

M.  A.  Patout  &  Sons 

114.633 

-1.192 

0.858 

114.299 

Raceland  Sugars 

62.148 

-1.899 

0.455 

60.704 

Savoie  Industries 

41.053 

-0.052 

0.310 

41.311 

St.  James  Sugar  Co-op. 

40.711 

-0.088 

0.325 

40.948 

St.  Mary  Sugar  Co-op. 

45.907 

3.661 

0.396 

49.944 

Sterling  Sugars 

56.748 

-0.590 

0.424 

56.582 

TOTAL  LOUISIANA 

933.032 

8.760 

6.578 

948.370 

PUERTO  RICO 

Coloso 

18.147 

-0.138 

-0.791 

17.218 

Mercedita 

11.916 

-3.004 

-3.046 

5.866 

Plata 

8.548 

-0.077 

-0.761 

7.710 

Roig 

15.020 

-0.107 

-0.402 

14.511 

TOTAL  PUERTO  RICO 

53.631 

-3.326 

-5.000 

45.305 

TEXAS 

Rio  Grande  Valley  Sugar  Growers 

137.436 

-1.412 

0.949 

136.974 

NEW  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE 
NAMED  BY  CLINTON 

On  December  28  President  Clinton 
announced  his  choice  to  succeed  outgo- 
ing Secretary  Mike  Espy  —  Former 
Congressman  Dan  Ghckman  (D-KAN). 
Ghckman  who  was  defeated  in  his  last 


election,  served  18  years  as  a  repre- 
sentative from  Kansas  and  has  experi- 
enced the  writing  of  the  last  three  farm 
bills. 

Glickman   served   as   the   former 

chairman   of  the   House  Agriculture 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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Subcommittee  on  General  Commod- 
ities and  the  Subcommittee  on  Depart- 
ment of  Operations  and  Nutrition.  He 
was  chairman  during  the  last  Con- 
gress of  the  House  Permanent  Select 
committee  on  Intelligence,  and  served 
on  three  House  Judiciary  subcommit- 
tees: Crime  and  Criminal  justice;  Eco- 
nomic and  Commercial  Law;  and 
Administrative  Law  and  Government 
Relations.  He  also  was  a  member  of 
the  House  Science,  Space  and  Tech- 
nology Subcommittee  on  Technology, 
Environment  and  Aviation. 

Glickman  who  voted  against  the 
legislation  for  the  Uruguay  Round  of 
multilateral  trade  talks  under  the 
General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and 
Trade,  told  the  public  that  he  did  not 
believe  that  his  vote  would  be  a  prob- 
lem for  the  administration  or  for  his 
confirmation.  Glickman  said  the  bud- 
getary battle  would  be  difficult  for 
agriculture  and  that  he  believed  "agri- 
culture is  not  and  should  not  be 
immune  to  change." 

Should  Glickman  be  confirmed  as 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  state  of 
Kansas  will  be  a  political  center  for 
agricultural  policy  due  to  Rep.  Pat 
Roberts  (KS-R)  as  chairman  of  the 
House  Agricultural  Committee  and 
Sen.  Bob  Dole  (KS-R)  as  the  Senate 
Majority  Leader. 

GOP  LEADERS  SET 
TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE 

On  January  5,  House  Republican 
Leaders  set  a  schedule  for  the  next 
several  months,  lining  up  the  balance 
budget  amendment  as  the  lead  item  to 
hit  the  House  floor,  followed  by  legisla- 
tion to  ease  financial  burdens  on  state 
and  local  governments.  The  revised 
budget  resolution  for  fiscal  years  1995 


through  1999  could  cut  spending 
authority  for  agriculture.  The  revised 
budget  resolution  may  call  for  tax  cuts 
and  revenue  losses  to  be  made  up  by 
food  stamp  program  cuts.  If  food  stamp 
reductions  were  considered  insifiicient 
to  offset  revenue  losses  for  which  agri- 
culture is  responsible,  the  next  area  for 
cuts  in  agriculture  could  be  the  com- 
modity programs  in  the  budget.  The 
food  stamp  program  is  considered  an 
"appropriated  entitlement."  The  1990 
budget  act  classified  food  stamps  as  a 
pay-as-you-go  spending  category.  An 
entitlement  is  a  budget  category  not 
limited  by  appropriations,  an  approach 
that  would  have  to  be  changed  to  lower 
costs.  The  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee will  hold  a  full  committee  hear- 
ing in  February  to  review  food  stamp 
enforcement  issues. 

GOP  PASSES 

CONGRESSIONAL  REFORMS 

On  January  4th,  the  opening  day 
of  the  104th  Congress  several  Congres- 
sional reforms  passed  in  accordance 
with  the  "Contract  With  America." 
Some  of  the  rules  passed  include:  the 
prohibition  of  proxy  voting,  a  provision 
reducing  committee  staffs  by  one- 
third,  establishment  of  a  "unified"  stafi" 

(Continued  on  page  20) 


HEARNE  AUTOMATIC  PLANTERS 


SIMPLY  BETTER 


SIMPLE 

RUGGED 

RELIABLE 


NEW  OR 
RETROFIT  UNITS 


for  information  call: 

318-942-8180  or  fax  318-942-8377 

HEARNE  CONSULTING,  INC. 

120  Bois  de  Chene,  Opelousas,  LA  70570 
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to  serve  both  the  majority  and  minori- 
ty. The  reform  also  includes  the  reduc- 
tion of  subcommittees  from  5  to  6  and 
prohibits  closed  meetings,  except 
under  special  circumstances. 

EPA  RELEASES  PROPOSED 

RULES  ON  WORKER 

PROTECTION 

EPA  released  five  documents  on 
January  3  —  proposed  rules  and  a 
pesticide  regulation  notice.  The  docu- 
ments comprise:  a  reduction  in  the 
restricted  entry  interval  (amount  of 
time  workers  must  wait  to  enter 
treated  fields)  for  low-risk  pesticides; 
exceptions  to  the  standard  to  allow 
early  entry  during  the  restricted  entry 
interval  for  limited  contact  tasks  and 
irrigation  activities;  exemptions  fi'om 
the  standard  for  crop  advisers;  and 
options  for  the  training  grace  period 
and  the  retraining  interval  for  work- 
ers. 

In  EPA's  training  interval  proposal 
there  are  three  options  for  a  training 


grace  period  (number  of  days  of 
employment  before  workers  must  be 
trained)  and  a  phase-in  period  associ- 
ated with  the  grace  period.  EPA  also 
proposed  options  for  the  retraining 
interval,  which  is  the  number  of  years 
before  workers  or  pesticide  handlers 
must  be  retrained.  The  first  option 
would  eliminate  the  15  day  grace 
period  so  that  employers  would  have  to 
train  workers  before  they  enter  the 
treated  area,  and  provide  a  one-year 
interim  period  before  the  zero-day 
period  would  be  effective.  The  second 
option  would  shorten  the  15-day  grace 
period  to  require  employers  to  train 
workers  between  one  and  five  days 
after  the  worker  has  been  hired.  The 
third  option  would  require  a  weekly 
training  program.  The  retraining 
interval  options  comprise  retraining 
the  five-year  interval,  shortening  the 
retraining  interval  fi-om  five  to  three 
years,  or  requiring  annual  training  for 
workers.  EPA  anticipates  finalizing 
the  proposals  in  March. 


Chairman  and  Ranking  Minority  Member  Ex  Officio  Members 
of  All  Subcommittees 

Commodity  Subcommittees 


General  Farm  Commodities 
(Ratio  11-9) 

Bill  Barrett,  NE,  Chairman 
Bill  Emerson,  MO,  Vice  Chr. 
Larry  Combest,  TX 
John  A.  Boehner,  OH 
Nick  Smith,  MI 
Richard  H.  Baker,  LA 
Tom  Latham,  lA 
Wes  Cooley,  OR 
Saxby  Chambliss,  GA 
VACANCY 


Charles  W.  Stenholm,  TX,  Rkg.  Min.  Mbr. 

David  Minge,  MN 

Earl  Pomeroy,  ND 

Bennie  G.  Thompson,  MS 

Charlie  Rose,  NC 

Harold  L.  Volkmer,  MO 

Calvin  M.  Dooley,  CA 

Ed  Pastor,  AZ 
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Livestock,  Dairy,  and  Poultry 

Steve  Gunderson,  WI,  Chairman 

John  A.  Boehner,  OH,  Vice  Chr. 

Bob  Goodlatte,  VA 

Richard  W.  Pombo,  CA 

Nick  Smith,  MI 

Frank  D.  Lucas,  OK 

Wes  Cooley,  OR 


(Ratio  8-6) 

Harold  L.  Volkmer,  MO,  Rkg.  Min.  Mbr. 
ColHn  C.  Peterson,  MN 
Calvin  M.  Dooley,  CA 
Earl  R  Hilliard,  AL 
Tim  Holdon,  PA 


Risk  Management  and  Specialty  Crops     (Ratio  10-8) 


Thomas  W.  Ewing,  IL,  Chairman 
Larry  Combest,  TX,  Vice  Chr. 
John  T  Doolittle,  CA 
Richard  W.  Pombo,  CA 
Terry  Everett,  AL 
Ron  Lewis,  KY 
Ed  Bryant,  TN 
Mark  Adam  Foley,  FL 
Saxby  Chambliss,  GA 

Department  Operations,  Nutrition, 

Bill  Emerson,  MO,  Chairman 
Wayne  Allard,  CO,  Vice  Chr. 
Thomas  W.  Ewing,  IL 
Bob  Goodlatte,  VA 
Charles  T.  Canady  FL 
Ken  Calvert,  CA 
John  N.  Hostettler,  IN 
Ed  Bryant,  TN 
Tom  Latham,  lA 
Mark  Adam  Foley,  FL 
Ray  LeHood,  IL 
VACANCY 


Charlie  Rose,  NC,  Rkg.  Min.  Mbr. 
Eva  M..  Clayton,  NC 
Scotty  Baesler,  KY 
Karen  L.  Thurman,  FL 
Sanford  D.  Bishop,  Jr.,  GA 
Sam  Farr,  CA 
Ed  Pastor,  AZ 


and  Foreign  Agriculture     (Ratio  13-11) 

Gary  A.  Condit,  CA,  Rkg.  Min.  Mbr. 

George  E.  Brown,  Jr.,  CA 

Cynthia  A.  McKinney,  GA 

Earl  R  Hilliard,  AL 

Scotty  Baesler,  KY 

Karen  L.  Thurman,  FL 

Sanford  D.  Bishop,  Jr.,  GA 

Bennie  G.  Thompson,  MS 

Sam  Farr,  CA 

John  Elias  Baldacci,  ME 


Resource  Conservation,  Research, 

Wayne  Allard,  CO,  Chairman 
Steve  Gunderson,  WI,  Vice  Chr. 
Bill  Barrett,  NE 
John  T  Doolittle,  CA 
Richard  W  Pombo,  CA 
Nick  Smith,  MI 
Frank  D.  Lucas,  OK 
Ron  Lewis,  KY 
Michael  D.  Crapo,  ID 
Helen  Chenoweth,  ID 
John  N.  Hostettler,  IN 
Ray  LaHood,  IL 


and  Forestry     (Ratio  13-11) 

Tim  Johnson,  SD,  Rkg.  Min.  Mbr. 
John  Elias  Baldacci,  ME 
George  E.  Brown,  Jr.,  CA 
Charles  W  Stenholm,  TX 
GaryA.  Condit,  CA 
Collin  C.  Peterson,  MN 
Eva  M.  Clayton,  NC 
David  Minge,  MN 
Earl  Pomeroy,  ND 
Tim  Holden,  PA 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE    (Continued  from  page  21) 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  AGRICULTURE, 

NUTRITION,  AND  FORESTRY 

Chairman  Richard  G.  Lugar,  IN  t>i.      t^^-ittixtt^ 

Robert  Dole,  KS  ^^"^l^'^g  P^t"/^  J.  Leahy,  VT 

Jesse  Helms,  NC  S^'^'^„'^5'°i;  ^t 

Thad  Cochran,  MS  ^""^t^  ^f'^i' f^ 

Mitch  McConnell.KY  ?^°°'.^^'"*""i  ^t^ 

T  „ ^,  17  n^r^inr  ifk  Keiit  Coiirad,  ND 

PaTcte'rS  GA  ^homas  A  Daschle,  SD 

Rick  Santorum,  PA  ff  ^^^^^^'  ^^ 

John  Warner,  VA  ^-  ^^^^^^  ^^^^y^  ^^ 

JURISDICTION  OF  THE  SUBCOMMITTEES  OF  THE 
COMMITTEE  ON  AGRICULTURE,  NUTRITION,  AND  FORESTRY—  1995 

PRODUCTION  AND  PRICE  COMPETITIVENESS 

Jurisdiction  over  legislation  on  agricultural  commodities,  including  cotton,  dairy 
products,  feed  grains,  wheat,  tobacco,  peanuts,  sugar,  wool,  rice,  oilseeds,  and  soy- 
beans; price  supports  and  production  adjustment  programs. 

Thad  Cochran,  Chrm.  David  Pryor 

John  Warner  Thomas  A.  Daschle 

Jesse  Helms  Max  Baucus 

Paul  Coverdell  J.  Robert  Kerrey 
Robert  Dole 

MARKETING,  INSPECTION,  AND  PRODUCT  PROMOTION 

Jurisdiction  over  legislation  on  foreign  agricultural  trade;  foreign  market  develop- 
ment; agriculture  product  promotion  and  domestic  marketing  programs;  oversight  of 
international  commodity  agreements  and  export  controls  on  agricultural  commodi- 
ties; foreign  assistance  programs  and  Food  for  Peace;  marketing  orders;  inspection 
and  certification  of  meat,  flowers,  fruit,  vegetables,  and  livestock. 

Jesse  Helms,  Chrm.  Kent  Conrad 

Robert  Dole  David  Pryor 

Thad  Cochran  Max  Baucus 

Mitch  McConnell  J.  Robert  Kerrey 
Rick  Santorum 

FORESTRY,  CONSERVATION,  AND  RURAL  REVITALIZATION 

Jurisdiction  over  rural  development  legislation  and  rural  electrification  development 
legislation;  oversight  of  rural  electrification,  agricultural  credit,  the  Farm  Credit 
System,  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,  and  the  Farmers  Home  Administration 
and  its  successor  agencies;  and  crop  insurance;  forestry  in  general  and  forest 
reserves  that  were  acquired  from  state,  local,  or  private  sources,  soil  conservation, 
stream  channelization,  watershed  and  flood  control  programs  involving  structures  of 
less  than  4,000  acre-feet  storage  capacity. 

Larry  E.  Craig,  Chrm.  Howell  Heflin 

Paul  Coverdell  Tom  Harkin 

John  Warner  Kent  Conrad 

Jesse  Helms 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE    (Continued  from  page  22) 

RESEARCH,  NUTRITION,  AND  GENERAL  LEGISLATION 

Jurisdiction  over  legislation  on  agricultural  education  and  research;  animal  welfare; 
legislation  on  or  relating  to  food,  nutrition  and  hunger;  commodity  donations;  food 
stamps;  national  school  lunch  program;  school  breakfast  program;  summer  food  pro- 
gram for  children;  special  milk  program  for  children;  special  supplemental  nutrition 
program  for  women,  infants  and  children;  nutritional  programs  for  the  elderly; 
Commodity  Futures  Trading  Commission  and  Federal  Insecticide  Fungicide  and 
Rodenticide  Act;  and  general  legislation. 

Mitch  McConnell,  Chrm. 
Robert  Dole 
Rick  Santorum 
Larry  E.  Craig 
Tom  Harkin 
Howell  Heflin 
Thomas  A.  Daschle 
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448-3707 


fir&Dmais 


FERTILIZER 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447^081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC. 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauviile,  LA     318-229-6415 
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GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-S 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


STOP 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 

GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1-800-256-1269         (504)  447-2696 


^^^^^*==^^5:^>s.      *Specializing  In  Transmission  and  Differential  | 

^^^m^^  m^^^  ^\    Rebuildinc 
(&^^^l^^^        of  True 

1  For  All  Sizes,  Makes,  and  Models 
ks,  Steiger  &  Versatile  Tractors 

•  Full  Service  Repair  Shop 

^^     "■       ''*^ 

•  Engine  Overhauls 

imCK  CENTER,  INC. 

•  Brake  Jobs  —  Trucks  &  Trailers 

TRANSMISSION 

•  Installation  of  Transmission  &  Diff.'s 

•  Transmission  &  differential  parts  for 

•  Fuller                            •  Spicer 

•  New  Process               •  Clark 

•  GMC                             •  Warner 

•  International 

Versatile  &  Steiger  tractors  etc. 

Chelsea^^^ 

mmmMm^ 

SPECIALIST 

Transfer  Cases 

WET  LINE  KITS 

•  Rockwell  •  New  Process  •  FWD 

PTO.  PUMP,  TANK 
&  HOSES 

DIFFERENTIALS 

•   Eaton                           •   Rockwell 

Your  Only  Authorized 
Acadiana  Distributor 

•  International                 •   GMC 

•  Dana-Spicer 

US&LAWatts1-800-222-2986 

ALSO  STOCKING  AN  ASSORTMENT  OF 
REBUILT  &  USED  DIESEL  ENGINES 

318-684-3168  •  684-3151 
411  W.  Railroad  •  Church  Point,  La.  70525 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE  (Continued  from  page  11) 


during  grinding  season  kept  waste- 
water volume  within  existing  dis- 
charge control  systems,  judging  by  the 
absence  of  reports  of  flagrant  unautho- 
rized discharges. 

There  were  plans  to  use  1994's  ex- 
perience as  a  yardstick  to  measure 
residue  production  rates  and  quality, 
but  the  favorable  weather  and  clean 
cane  delivered  to  the  mill  obviously 
caused  much  less  than  the  usual 
amounts  of  residue  to  accumulate,  and 
the  accumulation  per  ton  of  cane 
processed  in  1994  probably  represents 
much  less  than  normal  amounts  and 
should  not  be  used  unadjusted  to  fore- 
cast average  amounts  of  residue  that 
must  be  handled  in  processing  future 
crops. 

The  year  1994  was  a  good  envir- 
mental  year  for  the  industry,  but  there 
are    some   urgent   problems    as   yet 


unsolved.  Some  mill  environmental 
management  systems  were  loaded  to 
near  the  breaking  point  in  spite  of 
1994  being  a  year  of  comparatively  low 
wastewater,  air  pollution,  and  residual 
production.  This  means  that  some 
plants  urgently  need  to  make  major 
improvements  before  the  1995  grind- 
ing season  starts,  assuming  1995  is  a 
"normal"  year.  Also,  more  headway 
must  be  made  in  solving  the  road  trash 
problem  before  public  officials,  who  do 
not  necessarily  understand  how  the 
industry  works,  impose  solutions  to 
the  problem  that  are  not  economically 
viable. 
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206  E.  Bayou  Road 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

448-3707 


Ask  your  LAND   BANK  ASSOCIATION 

about 

financing  to  buy  land  or 

improve  youi  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways 
to  increase  their  productivity  ...   buy  or  improve 
land   ...  build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  LAND  BANK 
ASSOCIATION  can  provide  the  long-term  credit  to  help. 
If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing, 
see  the  people  at  the  Land  Bank  Association 
to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 


LATVDDATNJK 


Baton  Rouge  Opelousas 

(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461 


LENDER 

(E4holf   )0yP3) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY    (Continued  from  page  12) 


performance,  both  for  high  and  low 
grade  massecuites  and  modehng  of 
sugar  driers. 

All  of  this  work  is  related  to  opti- 
mizing the  current  technology.  All  of  it 
is  very  relevant  to  the  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane industry  and  in-depth  work  in 
these  areas  could  be  performed  if  the 
resources  were  available.  Most  of  the 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

______ 

/<^^^^^:^fe^^^ 

^^^ 

^^^^^ 

[ 

Y 

Al 

Landformlng 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

ou'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
IS  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

XEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agei 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 

It 

physical  resources  are  available  at  ASI 
or  at  the  mills,  but  there  is  a  lack  of  sci- 
entific and  support  staff.  Everything 
cannot  be  done  to  the  same  extent  as  in 
larger  industries,  but  the  opportunities 
are  large  and  resources  too  small. 

This  will  be  the  last  of  these  arti- 
cles I  write  from  the  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  since,  as  most  of  you  know,  I 
am  resigning  from  ASI  to  take  a  posi- 
tion at  a  sugar  company  in  Florida.  I 
have  very  much  enjoyed  my  time  in 
Louisiana,  especially  in  dealing  with 
the  people  in  the  industry,  but  this 
opportunity  came  at  the  right  time  in 
my  career  and  at  a  time  when  the 
research  effort  is  becoming  increasing- 
ly hampered  by  lack  of  resources. 
Under  these  conditions  it  becomes  nec- 
essary to  search  for  research  support 
from  whatever  sources  are  available, 
whether  related  to  the  sugar  industry 
or  not.  This  would  require  a  dilution  of 
effort  in  my  chosen  field,  sugar  tech- 
nolog;  and  this  is  not  something  I  am 
willing  to  accept.  I  wish  everyone  in 
the  industry  well,  and  look  forward  to 
meeting  regularly  at  technologists 
meetings  and  other  gatherings. 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

Indtpendently  Serving  Farmera  Since  1965 

•  Crop  Management       •  Pest  Scouting 

•  RSD  Testing  •  Soil  Testing 

•  Other  Services 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak.  BS,  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Th-ibodaux,  LA  70302 

Office/Home  Phone  &  FAX  (504)  446-3520 

Mobile  (504)  449-6170 
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FARM  NOTES  (Continued  from  page  9) 
to  report  your  acreage  please  let  this 
office  know  so  that  we  can  encourage 
them  to  get  this  information  as  accu- 
rately as  possible.  It  is  up  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  industry  to  accomplish  the 
task  of  record-keeping  as  efficiently  as 
possible.  Some  factories  record  the 
harvested  acreage  for  their  growers. 
One  factory  requests  acreage  harvest- 
ed on  a  weekly  basis  and  provides 
updated  reports  on  tonnage  and 
sugar/acre  yields  for  its  growers  as  the 
crop  progresses.  This  also  helps  the 
factory  with  its  crop  estimate  and  sub- 
sequent updates  of  the  crop  estimate. 
Record-keeping  is  vital  to  the  future  of 
the  industry  and  we  must  do  a  better 
job. 


substantially  lower  than  in  previous 
years  when  higher  rainfall  totals  were 
recorded.  This  should  help  growers 
recover  from  the  four  consecutive 
years  of  weather  related  catastrophes 
that  were  experienced  between  1990 
and  1993. 

Normally,  at  this  time  of  year,  this 
author  preaches  the  importance  of 
keeping  fields  drained  of  water  as  well 
as  possible.  This  should  be  an  easier 
task  this  winter  since  fewer  ruts  and 
harvesting  scars  were  made  as  com- 
pared to  a  normal  year.  It  is  still 
important  to  get  water  off  the  fields,  so 
every  attempt  should  be  made  to  do  so 
in  order  to  protect  your  investment  in 
the  1995  crop. 


LOW  RAINFALL 

A  large  factor  in  allowing  this 
industry  to  achieve  the  yields  that 
were  recovered  during  1994  was  the 
low  level  of  rainfall  that  was  experi- 
enced during  the  harvest  season.  At 
the  League  Office  in  Thibodaux,  only 
12.33  inches  of  rain  were  recorded  in 
October,  November  and  December, 
with  at  least  half  of  this  total  falling 
before  and  after  most  mills  were  actu- 
ally grinding  cane.  Only  1.84  inches  of 
rain  were  recorded  in  November  when 
normally  some  four  inches  of  rain  are 
expected.  The  result  of  this  below  aver- 
age rainfall  for  most  mills  is  demon- 
strated in  the  210  pounds  of  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane  that  resulted.  This  is  only 
the  fourth  time  in  Louisiana's  history 
that  the  industry  has  yielded  over  200 
pounds  of  sugar  per  gross  ton  of  cane. 
The  other  three  years  were  1987,  1988 
and  1989  when  less  than  8  inches  of 
rain  were  recorded  for  each  season. 

Not  only  did  the  low  rainfall  result 
in  higher  sugar  recovery,  but  also  in 
lower  harvesting  costs.  Most  growers 
have  indicated  that  these  costs  will  be 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
Currently,  grower  meetings  are 
being  held  in  each  parish,  having  been 
organized  by  your  county  agent  to  pro- 
vide you  with  recommendations  on 
optimum  cane  production.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  growers  stay  abreast  of  any 
new  developments  and  attempt  to 
remain  as  efficient  as  possible.  With 
prices  remaining  flat  and  costs  escalat- 
ing, the  only  way  to  remain  in  business 
is  to  become  more  efficient  and  raise 
yields.  The  weather  of  this  past  har- 
vest season  allowed  growers  to  do  both. 
Growers  cannot  rely  solely  on  the 
weather  to  provide  the  mechanism  for 
obtaining  good  yields.  It  is  important 
that  a  grower  follow  recommendations 
as  closely  as  possible  so  that  given 
good  weather  the  maximum  yields  can 
be  recovered.  If  this  industry  is  to  sur- 
vive past  200  years,  growers  will  have 
to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  stay 
ahead  and  not  fall  victim  to  every  mis- 
fortune that  arises.  Attend  all  meet- 
ings that  can  help  provide  you  with  the 
information  that  you  will  need  to  sur- 
vive. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.SA.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 
P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

1167HaymarketDr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASEffl 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 
John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTEER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,&  MAKER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Op€lousas,LA  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  U  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  U  70562 


GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
535  Main  Street  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LOUISMNA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  U  70301 

LOUISLVNA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  U  70737 

MONSANTO 

800N.  Lindbergh  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East  Broussard,  U  70518 

5810  Airline  Hwy.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

OUACHITA  FERTaiZER 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E. 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENCAGCO. 

P.O.  Box  12014 

Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 

Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

P.O.  Box  340 

Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  81189 

Lafayette,  U  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE  CO.  INC. 
P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

SOUTHLAND  TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 
421  W.  Raih-oad         Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607  St.  Martinville,  U  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 

New  Orieans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Jerome  S.  McKee 
Elected  37th  Chairman  of  the  Board 


On  Wednesday,  February  22,  1995 
the  Seventy-second  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  was 
held  at  the  Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  At  that  meet- 
ing, Jerome  S.  "Jerry"  McKee  was 
elected  as  the  37th  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League. 

Mr.  McKee  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Idaho  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  Architecture  in  1967 
and  U.S.  Navy  Flight  School  in  1968. 
He  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy  as  an  offi- 
cer and  pilot  until  1974  before  begin- 


ning his  farming  career  growing  sugar- 
cane at  Laurel  Valley  Plantation  in 
Thibodaux  in  January  1975.  Jerry  has 
been  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
League  since  September,  1982.  While 
serving  on  the  Board  of  Directors,  he 
has  also  served  on  numerous  commit- 
tees of  the  League. 

A  native  of  Spokane,  Washington, 
Jerry  is  married  to  the  former  Mina 
Coleman  of  Lake  Providence,  Lou- 
isiana. They  have  two  children, 
Genevieve  and  Bill. 

Good  Luck  Jerry! 
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Something  New  for  the  Sugar  Cane  Industry 
A  165  HP  Engine  Four  Wheel  Drive  Cane  Tractor 

thai  is: 

Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Speed  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  with  Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

For  More  Details  Contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA   70302 
Phone  (504)447-7285 
FAX  (504)447-5735 
Telex  584183 


400  South  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA   70544 
Phone  (318)276-6314 
FAX  (318)276-6314 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charles  J.  Melancon 


The  last  several  weeks  I  have 
noticed  an  increase  in  the  frequency  of 
calls  and  inquires  into  "What's  going 
on  with  the  Farm  Bill?"  Well,  I  never 
thought  such  a  simple  question  could 
be  such  a  hard  question  to  answer. 
Why? 

Because  everyday  is  a  new  day 
with  different  members  of  Congress 
saying  different  things.  As  we,  the 
sugar  sector  representatives,  continue 
to  negotiate,  we  are  paying  attention 
to  ALL  statements  coming  from  the 
"leaders"  on  the  hill.  Some  of  their 
statements  are  meaningless,  some  are 
"directing  statements"  that  we  receive, 
and  some  comments  are  viewed  as 
having  hidden  messages,  particularly 
when  the  statement  comes  from  a 
"leader"  who  has  been  a  friend  of  ours 
in  the  past  but  plays  an  important  role 
on  the  new  leadership  team  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Regardless,  the  "landscape"  in 
Washington  will  continue  in  a  state  of 
flux.  I  suspect  that  we  will  go  to  the 
end  of  this  year  before  we  know  what 
the  future  will  hold  for  us.  Will  we 
have  a  program?  If  we  do,  what  will 
the  program  look  like,  and  how  will  it 
work?  What  will  the  loan  rate  be,  or 
will  we  have  a  loan  rate?  Will  there  be 
allotments  and  proportionate  shares? 

Those  are  all  questions  that  I  wish 
I  coxild  give  you  an  answer  to  right 
now.  But,  neither  I  nor  anyone  else  can 
answer  those  questions  at  this  time. 
One  thing  I  do  know  is  that  the  grow- 
ers can't  afford  a  cut  —  any  cut!  We 
need  our  government  to  allow  us  to  get 


to  year  seven  of  the  GATT,  whole!  We 
can't  compete  in  a  world  economy  if  we 
have  had  our  legs  cut  out  from  under 
us  before  we've  had  the  opportunity  to 
compete  with  growers  from  throughout 
the  world.  Not  their  governments! 

Now,  on  to  other  subjects.  As  by 
now  everyone  is  aware  of  exorbitant 
costs  of  anhydrous  ammonia.  The 
League  sent  a  mail  out  to  all  growers 
in  February  asking  for  any  interested 
growers  to  complete  and  return  it  to 
Hugh  Caffery  who  has  been  exploring 
an  alternate  supply  at  a  possibly  lower 
price.  If  you  are  interested,  I  hope  you 
have  returned  the  questionnaire.  I 
asked  Jim  Harris  of  Harris,  DeViUe 
and  Associates  of  Baton  Rouge  if  they 
could  provide  you  with  some  insight 
into  what  is  causing  the  price  increase. 
Mr.  Harris  is  a  government  relations 
person  representing  the  Louisiana 
manufacturers.  Nevertheless,  you'll 
find  a  guest  article  in  this  issue  of  The 
Sugar  Bulletin  written  by  Harris, 
DeVille  and  Associates  for  your  infor- 
mation. 

On  the  state  scene,  the  legislature 
will  convene  for  its  regular  session 
beginning  the  last  Monday  of  March 
(the  27th).  The  League  will  have  a 
transportation  weight  bill  introduced. 
The  bill,  as  drafted,  will  provide  for  a 
weight  of  99,000+  pounds  as  Governor 
Edwards'  executive  order  presently 
provides.  The  bill  also  provides  for  the 
state  police  to  obtain  mill  scale  records 
in  order  to  determine  if  violations  have 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


1995  FARM  BILL  DEBATE  HEATS  UP 

House  £ind  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee  leaders  are  preparing  for 
the  1995  bill  with  messages  to  farmers 
to  expect  the  worst  in  farm  legislation 
to  be  written  by  a  Congress  sent  to 
Washington  with  a  strong  message  to 
cut  federal  spending.  Particularly  in 
the  House  where  Republican  leaders 
are  attempting  to  legislate  their 
"Contract  With  America"  the  focus  is 
on  achieving  dramatic  budget  cuts  and 
a  promised  balanced  budget  amend- 
ment. A  quick  look  at  what  some  of  the 
Congressional  Ag  leaders  are  saying 
follows: 

•  House  Ag  Committee  Chairman 
Pat  Roberts  (R-Kan)  —  Urging 
farm  groups  to  recognize  that 
there  will  be  "less  federal  dollars'* 
Roberts  is  looking  at  a  program 
of  debits  and  credits.  On  the  cred- 
it side  are  Contract  With  America 
ideas  such  as  private  property 
protection,  regulatory  reform, 
capital  gains  tax  reduction,  and 
wetlands  reform.  On  the  debit 
side  would  be  reductions  in 
spending  on  commodity  pro- 
grams and  reform  of  quota  pro- 
grams (sugar,  peanuts,  and 
tobacco).  Roberts  has  also  stated, 
"My  message  to  those  producers 
and  those  commodity  groups  is 
that  we  have  to  come  up  with 
some  transition  plan**  in  the  1995 
farm  bill.  "It's  far  better  for  the 
committee  to  take  that  action, 
than  to  face  certain  death  on  the 
House  floor." 

•  In  a  speech  to  the  Sugar  industry 
attended  by  ASCL  leadership  and 
Washington  representatives. 
House  Ag  Counsel  Bill  O'Connor 
presented  a  particularly  threat- 
ening message  indicating  that 
the  new  104th  Congress  is  not 
proceeding  with  "business  as 


usual"  and  that  farm  groups, 
especially  the  sugar  industry, 
must  be  prepared  to  defend  their 
industries  through  extensive 
education  and  information  cam- 
paigns aimed  at  key  members  of 
Congress. 

•  (On  a  brighter  note).  Sen.  Kent 
Conrad  (D-N.D.)  says  agriculture 
will  not  be  "run  over"  in  the  polit- 
ical race  to  reduce  federal  spend- 
ing. "Those  who  seek  to  destroy 
the  farm  programs  must  demon- 
strate why  their  way  is  right  for 
America." 

HOUSE/SENATE  AG  COMMITTEE 
CHANGES  ANNOUNCED 

With  the  convening  of  the  new 
104th  Congress  comes  new  committee 
assignments,  and  with  the  change  in 
political  control  new  committee  chair- 
men in  all  committees  of  the  House 
and  Senate.  The  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee  is  as  follows: 

Committee  on  Agriculture, 

Nutrition,  and  Forestry 

Majority  Members 

Richard  G.  Lugar,  Ind.,  Chairman 

Bob  Dole,  Kan. 

Jesse  Helms,  N.C. 

Thad  Cochran,  Miss. 

Mitch  McConnell,  Ky. 

Larry  E.  Craig,  Idaho 

Paul  Coverdell,  Ga. 

Rick  Santorum,  Pa. 

John  Warner,  Va. 

Minority  Members 

Patrick  J.  Leahy,  Vt. 
Ranking  Minority  Member 

David  Pryor,  Ark. 

Howell  T.  Heflin,  Ala. 

Tom  Harkin,  Iowa 

Kent  Conrad,  N.D. 

Thomas  A.  Daschle,  S.D. 

Max  Baucus,  Mont. 

J.  Robert  Kerrey,  Neb. 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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COME  SEE  THE  FUTURE. 

THE  NEXT 

MAGNUM  IS  HERE. 


You  have  to  see  it  to  believe  it ... 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM™  tractors  are 
better  than  the  ones  introduced  seven 
years  ago. 

Hundreds  of  improvements  and 
refinements  make  these  MAGNUMs 
even  more  productive: 

•  A  high-technology  Case  8.3  L 
505  cu.  in.  engine  provides  even 
more  fuel-efficient  power. 

•  A  standard  18-speed  powershift 
transmission  combines  the  right 


speeds  with  even  more  control. 

•  Up  to  11  %  tighter  turning  capability. 

•  Operator  comfort,  instrumentation 
and  visibility  is  better  than 

ever  before. 

Choose  from  five  models,  starting 
with  the  130  PTO  hp  7210,  all  the  way 
to  the  21 5  PTO  hp  7250  —  the  most 
powerful  2WD  tractor  in  the  world. 

Don't  delay!  Come  see  the  future 
today:  the  next  MAGNUM. 


©1993  J  I  Case 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)  667-6535 

Gremillion's,  Inc.    Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

New  Roads,  LA             Jeanerette,  LA 
(504)  638-6347               (31 8)  276-6384 

Lemann's  Farm  Supoly,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA            Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  447-3776               (504)  473-7927 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

FUTURE  OF  ATRAZINE  —  USDA  STATION  AGAIN  ANNOUNCED  FOR  CLOSURE 
F.  EVANS  FARWELL  —  TALL  CANE 


As  many  of  you  are  already  aware, 
the  EPA  announced  last  November 
that  atrazine,  a  very  important  herbi- 
cide to  Louisiana  sugarcane  produc- 
tion, is  under  special  review.  This  spe- 
cial review  is  an  evaluation  process 
conducted  by  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  when  it  believes 
that  certain  products  may  present 
unreasonable  risks  to  human  health  or 
the  environment.  The  EPA  reviews 
both  the  benefits  and  risks  of  the 
chemicals  in  question.  A  special  review 
can  last  for  several  years  and  the 
results  of  such  a  review  can  range  from 
no  action,  to  additional  restrictions  on 
the  use  of  the  product,  to  cancellation 
of  the  chemical. 

Because  of  the  length  of  time 
involved,  this  special  review  should 
have  no  impact  on  the  use  or  availabil- 
ity of  atrazine  during  1995.  However, 
it  is  extremely  important  that  you  act 
TODAY  in  order  to  keep  this  economi- 
cal, effective  chemical  for  future  use  in 
sugarcane  production.  You  can  help  by 
telling  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  how  important  atrazine  is  to 
you  as  a  sugarcane  farmer,  both  from  a 
production  standpoint  as  well  as  from 
an  economical  standpoint.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  you  let  EPA  know  what  will 
happen  to  your  yields  and  costs  of  pro- 
duction if  you  are  not  allowed  to  use 
atrazine.  Non-farming  individuals  are 
telling  EPA  that  this  product  should  be 
eliminated  and  that  you  could  survive 
with  atrazine  alternatives.  If  you 
believe  differently  then  you  should  let 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
know  what  you  think.  The  following 
address  is  where  you  should  write  your 
concerns. 


Public  Response  and 
Program  Resources 
Branch 
File  Number  OPP-30000-60 
Field  Operations  Division 

(7506C) 
Office  of  Pesticide  Programs 
Environmental  Protection 

Agency 
401  M  Street,  SW 
W  ashington,  D.C.  20460 
It  is  important  that  you  participate  in 
the  EPA  regulatory  process  in  order  to 
maintain  your  right  of  free  choice  and  a 
variety  of  product  options.  If  successful 
in  eliminating  the  use  of  atrazine,  envi- 
ronmental leaders  will  target  other 
products  to  advance  the  policies  of  pes- 
ticide reduction  currently  being  advo- 
cated by  the  Clinton  Administration. 
WRITE   THE   EPA  TODAY.   THE 
DEADLINE  FOR  COMMENTS  IS 
MARCH  23,  1995. 

USDA  STATION  AGAIN 
ANNOUNCED  FOR  CLOSURE 

The  Administration  has  released  its 
budget  for  fiscal  year  1996  (October  1, 
1995  through  September  30,  1996)  and 
it  has  indicated  that  the  USDA  Houma 
research  station  is  among  facilities 
listed  for  closure.  This  is  similar  to 
what  was  done  last  year  and  it  was 
only  because  of  the  hard  work  of  a  lot 
of  people,  especially  Senator  J. 
Bennett  Johnston,  that  the  station  was 
saved  for  another  year.  In  addition  to 
the  Houma  facility,  funding  for  imits  in 
Florida,  Hawaii,  Montana,  Colorado 
and  California  affecting  both  sugar- 
cane and  sugarbeets  are  also  targeted. 
Other   units   conducting   research   in 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

INCREASED  ENVIRONMENTAL  TAXES  PROPOSED 


In  the  January  20,  1995  issue  of 
Louisiana  Register,  Louisiana  Depart- 
ment of  Environmental  Quality 
(LDEQ)  notifies  of  intent  to  increase 
fees  charged  for  environmental  per- 
mits, registrations  and  mandated 
report  submittals  by  over  $10  million 
per  year.  A  public  hearing  is  scheduled 
for  February  24,  1995  at  LDEQ  head- 
quarters in  Baton  Rouge.  After  public 
hearings,  these  proposed  "rules"  imple- 
menting fee  increases  must  be 
reviewed  and  commented  upon  by  an 
"oversight"  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature, but  the  Governor  alone  decides 
whether  these  tax  increases  (called 
"fees"  to  evade  constitutional  prohibi- 
tion of  taxation  without  representa- 
tion) become  law. 

The  proposed  fee  increases  most 
directly  affecting  sugar  mills  are  a  79 
percent  increase  in  Air  Quality  Permit 
issuance  and  "annual  maintenance 
fees,"  and  a  40  percent  increase  in 
water  discharge  permit  issuance  and 
"annual  maintenance"  fees. 

No  reasons  were  stated  in  the  notice 
for  increasing  water  permit  fees  — 
only  that  the  increase  will  add 
$3,892,000  to  the  $8,150,000  per  year 
now  collected.  The  intent  of  the  law 
authorizing  such  fees  was  that  the 
monies  should  be  used  exclusively  for 
needed  water  pollution  control  regula- 
tory work. 

When  fees  were  authorized  by  the 
Legislature  nearly  15  years  ago,  sugar 
mills  were  a  cause  of  seasonal  water 
pollution  problems.  Since  then,  sugar 
mills  have  made  enormous  capital 
investments  in  pollution  prevention 
faciUties  and  pay  the  high  annual  costs 


to  operate  and  maintain  the  facilities 
properly.  Today  sugar  mills  are  not  the 
cause  of  any  water  pollution  problems 
and,  in  fact,  the  high  quality  waters 
discharged  fi'om  sugar  mill  impound- 
ments are  predominately  of  better 
quality  than  the  waters  in  the  natural 
streams  receiving  such  discharge. 

Sugar  mills  operate  only  three 
months  per  year  but  pay  very  large 
fees  as  do  year-round  operation.  Under 
existing  fee  rules,  a  typical  sugar  mill 
must  pay  about  $15,000  annually  plus 
an  additional  $3,000  every  five  years. 
The  Louisiana  sugar  cane  industry  fac- 
ing economic  hardships  that  have 
caused  yet  another  mill  to  announce 
closure,  can  afford  neither  the  existing 
fee  nor  the  40  percent  increase  pro- 
posed. Any  increase  in  sugar  mill 
assessments  will  not  improve  water 
quality  but  merely  fatten  the  already 
hefty  LDEQ  coffers. 

The  notice  on  air  permitting  fees 
does  indicate  that  $1,114,000  of  the 
proposed  $3,000,000  increase  in  per- 
mit fees  will  go  to  support  "increased" 
surveillance  activities  associated  with 
the  Clean  Air  Act  Amendments  of 
1990"  (CAAA/1990),  leaving 

$1,886,000  for  no  purpose  other  than 
to  further  swell  LDEQ's  coffers.  How- 
ever, CAAA/1990  specifically  requires 
that  funds  for  implementing  the 
requirements  be  derived  by  assess- 
ments of  a  minimum  of  $25  per  ton  on 
pollutants  actually  emitted.  Emission 
assessments,  which  are  in  addition  to 
the  permit  fees,  were  raised  only  last 
year  fi-om  $7  per  ton  to  $9  per  ton.  If 
indeed  monies  are  needed  for 
(Continued  on  page  25) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 

The  following  is  a  short  questionnaire  that  will  help  to  strengthen  our 
"grass  roots"  and  make  us  more  effective  in  working  with  the  Legislature.  You 
would  be  amiazed  at  how  seriously  (honest)  legislators  treat  letters  and  phone 
calls  from  their  constituents.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  complete  it,  and 
return  it  to  us. 

Spradley  &  Spradley 
7612  Picardy  Ave.,  Ste.  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

GRASS  ROOTS  QUESTIONNAIRE 

NAME HOME  PHONE 


HOME  ADDRESS. 


BUSINESS BUSINESS  PHONE. 

BUSINESS  ADDRESS 


BUSINESS  FAX 


STATE  REPRESENTATIVE* 


HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  HIM/HER? 

VERY  WELL SPEAK  WITH  HIM/HER  OCCASIONALLY NOT  WELL. 

WOULD  BE  WILLING  TO  CALL/MEET  WITH  HIM/HER  REGARDING  ONE 
OR  TWO  LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES  EACH  YEAR? 


YES NO. 

STATE  SENATOR* 


HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  HIM/HER? 

VERY  WELL SPEAK  WITH  HIM/HER  OCCASIONALLY  NOT  WELL. 


WOULD  YOU  BE  WILLING  TO  CALL/MEET  WITH  HIM/HER  REGARDING  ONE 
OR  TWO  LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES  EACH  YEAR? 

YES NO 


•  Because  of  redistricting,  you  might  not  be  certain  of  your  State  Representative  or  Senator.  If  this  is  the  case,  call  whom 
you  think  is  your  Representative  or  Senator;  that  office  should  be  able  to  tell  you  for  sure.  Another  office  to  check  with 
would  be  your  local  Registrar  of  Voters. 
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BREAKTHROUGHS 
IN  FARMING 


Here's  how  new  8000  Series  Tractors  can  put  your  operation  light-years  ahead 

The  all-new  CommandARM™  module  puts  the  throttle, 
transmission,  hitch,  SCV,  and  PTO  controls  at  your 
fingertips.  Operating  a  tractor  has  never  been  easier. 


•  All-new  fuel-efficient,  high-torque 
7.6  and  8.1  L  engines  with  exclusive 
electronic  engine  control  can  generate 
up  to  a  10  percent  power  bulge. 


•  We  positioned  the  engine 
above  the  front  axle  to 
help  you  achieve  a  true 
60/40  weight  split. 


Now  lift  more 
than  15,000 
pounds  (optional) 
with  new  200-hp 
8300  and  225-hp 
8400  Tractors; 
over  14,000 
pounds  (optional) 
with  the  new 
160-hp  8100 
and  180-hp 
8200  Tractors. 


•  New  8000  Series  Tractors 
offer  the  tightest  narrow- 
row  MFWD  turn  radius  for 
tractors  this  size. 


•  Exclusive  TouchSet' '  hydraulic  controls 
feature  in-cab  flow  control  and  unique  timed 
detents.  This  high-capacity  system  delivers 
up  to  2,900  psi  and  up  to  30  gpm  at  the  SCVs. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)828-1332 
Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 
Lafayette,  LA 
(318)233-8645 
Sunshine  Equipment  Co 
Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)446-5061 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)365-6667 
The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Sunshine  Equipment  Co 

New  Roads,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)638-4851  (504)473-986 

Quality  Equipment  Co.         M 
Kaplan,  LA 
(318)643-2249 
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The  Current  Status  of  the 
Anhydrous  Ammonia  Market 

Editor^s  Note:  This  information  is  submitted  by  Jim 
Harris  of  Harris,  DeVille  &  Associates,  Inc.,  public  rela- 
tions consultant  for  the  Louisiana  Ammonia  Producers. 
The  Louisiana  Ammonia  Producers  do  not  deal  with 
pricing  or  market  issues,  and  are  prohibited  by  law  from 
doing  so.  The  following  article  is  not  submitted  by  the 
Louisiana  Ammonia  Producers,  and  the  contents  of  the 
column  have  not  been  sanctioned  or  endorsed  by  the 
Louisiana  Ammonia  Producers  organization. 


Sugarcane  farmers  in  Louisiana  are 
understandably  concerned  with  recent 
increases  in  the  price  of  anhydrous 
ammonia.  The  average  price  for  anhy- 
drous has  roughly  doubled  since  mid- 
1993.  Increases  of  this  magnitude  will 
inevitably  grab  headlines  and  stim- 
ulate questions.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
information  provided  in  this  article 
will  provide  answers  to  some  of  those 
questions. 

Anhydrous  ammonia,  just  as  sugar 
and  all  other  agricultural  crops,  is  a 
commodity.  As  sugarcane  farmers  well 
know,  market  prices  for  commodity 
products  are  determined  by  factors 
which  are  beyond  the  control  of  the 
individuals  and  companies  that  pro- 
duce them.  All  commodity  producers 
are  price  takers  —  not  price  makers. 
The  market  factors  which  contribute  to 
the  selling  price  of  ammonia  are  not 
bound  by  state  borders  or  within  any 
particular  growing  region  because 
ammonia  is  a  truly  global  commodity 
Ammonia  is  consumed  the  world  over, 
in  major  industrialized  nations  and 
third  world  countries.  For  this  reason, 
market  factors  which  occur  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  have  a  direct  impact 
on  ammonia  prices  here  at  home. 


Although  the  tight  market  condi- 
tions eased  somewhat  during  the  sum- 
mer, the  ammonia  market  again  tight- 
ened over  the  last  few  months.  Similar 
to  last  year,  the  key  factors  have  been 
unexpected  losses  in  production  com- 
bined with  continued  strong  demand 
for  ammonia. 

Over  the  last  fifteen  years,  almost 
six  million  tons  of  ammonia  capacity 
has  been  permanently  closed.  Some  of 
this  capacity  was  replaced  with  minor 
expansions  at  existing  plants,  but  total 
domestic  production  capacity  for 
ammonia  has  declined  by  4  million 
tons  since  1980.  When  the  demand  for 
ammonia  and  fertilizers  rebounded, 
inventories  tightened.  At  the  end  of 
January,  1995,  ammonia  inventories 
were  25%  below  normal.  Prior  to  the 
recent  upturn  in  prices,  ammonia  had 
been  selling  at  low  prices  for  several 
years.  Prolonged  low  prices  discour- 
aged ammonia  producing  companies 
from  increasing  production  capacity.  In 
some  markets,  prices  were  below  pro- 
duction costs,  which  resulted  in  plant 
closures  or  conversion  to  other  prod- 
ucts. 

The  lack  of  availability  of  ammonia 
(Continued  on  page  27) 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  Hi-Crop  JD  4430  and  JD  4230;  12'  Grader  Blade  on  Wheels;  JD  17'  Disc 
1635.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774  in  Parks,  LA  (near  St. 
Martinville).  

FOR  SALE:  Two  connpartment  Nabors  Cane  Trailer.  Call  Cleveland  Provost  at  (318) 
923-7943  (home)  or  (318)  276-9000  (office). 

FOR  SALE:  Cane  grab  —  $1 ,000.  Call  Allee,  Allee,  &  Allen  at  (504)  265-3965  or  (504) 
447-8935. 

FOR  SALE:  Broussard  2-row  Harvester  with  cab,  air  and  JD  engine.  Broussard  Loader 
with  cab,  hydraulic  sunstrain  and  JD  engine.  Call  (318)  364-8903  (day)  or  (318)  365- 
5036  (evening).  

FOR  SALE:  4-Wheel  Drive  Tractor,  runs  good  —  $1,200;  Int'l  1086  Hi-Clearance 
Tractor,  new  engine  and  tires  —  $8,500;  Rear-end  and  Hi-lo  Box  for  L-16  J  &  L  Cane 
Loader  —  $500;  3-row  Chopper  —  $2,000;  Used  Tires  18.4  x  34  —  23.1  x  26  -—  23.1 
X  30  —  1400.  X  24  —  $100.  Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at  (318)  229-8409  or  (318)  229- 
4971.  

FOR  SALE:  1  Prentice  Transloader  w/D-311  Cat.  engine  on  Int'l  Truck  —  $5,000;  1 
Woods  6  ft.  Bushhog  —  $500;  1  —  Planters-aid  Wagon  —  $1 ,000;  1  —  Cane  Shaver 
—  $200;  1  —  Int'l  3-Bottomflush  Plow  —  $250.  Call  Harvey  Gautreaux  at  (504)  526- 
8640. 

FOR  SALE:  2  ea.  Lilliston  3-row  Cultivators  —  $800;  Subsoiler  3-row  —  $400; 
Landleveler  —  $1 ,500;  Set  Cane  Carts  —  $7,500;  Thompson  Loader  — -  $2,500.  Call 
Larry  M.  Thibodeaux,  Parks,  LA  at  (318)  845-4549  after  7  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1  —  1992  2-row  LaCane  Harvester;  1  —  1992  LaCane  2-row  Loader;  JD 
4955  MFWD,  3,200  hrs.  (5,000  hr./5  yr.  warranty);  JD  3255,  2,400  hrs.  MFWD;  JD  4560 
MFWD  2,400  hrs.  (5,000  hr./5  yr.  warranty;  1985  Mitsubishi  230  Excavator  Digging  & 
'V  Bucket;  3-1989  Freight  Liners,  9-speed  Detroit  Series,  60  eng,  excellent  condition. 
Call  Eric  Hebert  at  (318)  879-7932  (day  -  leave  message)  or  (318)  879-2494  (night). 

FOR  SALE:  966  Hl-Clearance  Tractor  and  8,000  gal.  Fuel  Tank.  Call  (318)  365-5368 
after  6  p.m.  

FOR  SALE:  1991  Cameco  4-wheel  Drive  Left  Hand  Loader  —  $45,000.  Call  (504) 
446-8531. 

FOR  SALE:  JD  Hl-crop  4020  Power  Shift  —  $8,000;  Thompson  Hercules  Loader  to  fit 
Hi-crop  Tractor.  Call  (318)  346-2756. 

FOR  SALE:  5020  JD  recently  overhauled;  Lilliston  Cultivator  3-row  w/15"  gauge 
Wheels.  Call  (318)  828-0946. 

FOR  SALE:  LI  600  Field  Loader  Cameco  with  piler.  Cameco  One-row  Harvester  Husky 
Brute  Transloader  on  Truck.  Call  Paul  Gremillion  at  (318)  346-6406. 

FOR  SALE:  Two  fully  automatic  Cane  Planters.  One  Log  Hog  Transit  Loader  w/new  JD 
power  unit.  Call  Frank  Sotile  at  (504)  473-7954  or  (504)  473-7042. 
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occurred;  but  we  have  provided  in  the 
legislation  that  axle  weight  not  be  con- 
sidered a  violation  if  the  unit  is  not 
over  gross.  More  importantly,  it  pro- 
vides for  the  trucks  to  be  allowed  a 
daily  average  weight  so  that  adjust- 
ments in  loads  during  the  day  can  be 
made.  If  the  first  .load  was  over  gross, 
then  the  driver  can  adjust  his  loads 
over  the  remainder  of  the  day  so  as  not 
to  have  an  average  over  99,000  lbs. 
gross.  The  Weights  and  Measures  peo- 
ple can  go  to  the  scales  right  now  if 
they  wanted,  but  there  is  no  provision 
for  an  average  weight.  We're  trying  to 
design  the  legislation  so  that  hauling 
won't  be  interrupted  all  day  long  as  it 
is  presently  with  their  roadblocks. 

On  another  legislative  issue,  the 
Pointe  Coupee  School  Board  intro- 
duced and  passed  a  resolution  at  the 


Louisiana  School  Board  Association's 
annual  meeting  calling  for  the  state 
legislature  to  enact  legislation  forbid- 
ding the  burning  of  cane  by  a  school. 
Come  on  guys!  Please  use  a  little  com- 
mon sense.  Cut  and  bum  the  cane 
around  schools  during  Thanksgiving 
or  on  weekends  when  school  is  out;  or, 
simply  haul  that  cane  to  the  mill 
imbumt.  If  we  don't  pay  better  atten- 
tion to  such  basic  issues,  we'll  start 
having  state  government  more 
involved  in  our  business,  and  not  at 
our  request  or  on  our  terms.  I  don't 
think  you  want  that.  Hopefully,  we  will 
be  able  to  prevent  passage  of  a  bill  to 
regulate  something  that  only  needs  a 
few  seconds  of  thought  and  considera- 
tion by  the  grower.  Let's  be  more  con- 
siderate. Agriculture  is  already  getting 
an  undeserved  bad  rap. 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24-HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•TRUCK TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON 
7:30  AM-  1:00  PM  SAT. 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 

FRI. 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY. 
THIBODAUX 


STOP 


YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269       (504)  447-2696 
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BICENTENNIAL  POSTERS  —  The  Louisiana  Department  of  Tourism,  along 
with  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture,  have  added  a 
new  poster  to  their  series  of  posters  celebrating  Louisiana. 
This  year,  they  have  incorporated  the  bicentennial  by  includ- 
ing sugarcane.  Lieutenant  Governor  Schwegmann  and 
Commissioner  Odom  have  also  included  the  bicentennial  seal 
on  the  posters  they  will  contribute  to  the  celebration. 

Each  dues  paying  farm  will  receive  one  free  commemorative 
poster,  which  can  be  picked  up  at  the  factory  to  which  they 
deliver  their  largest  percentage  of  cane.  You  will  receive  a 
notice  as  to  when  the  posters  will  be  available  at  the  factory. 

Additional  posters  will  be  sold  for  a  cost  of  $3.50,  which  is  to  cover  the  cost  of 
postage,  by  returning  the  form  below. 

Order  your  Commemorative  Bicentennial  Poster  today! 

•**•***•****••************•*•••**••** 

FAMILY  FARM  SIGN  —  The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Bicentennial 
Committee  has  designed  a  "family  farm  sign"  to  sell  to  Louisiana  sugarcane  fam- 
ilies. This  sign  was  designed  to  let  residents  and  tourists  know  that  your  property 

is  owned  and  operated  by  a  Louisiana  sugarcane 

family. 


LQilSIAMAi 
mMILY 


Each  sugarcane  farming  family  can  purchase  a 
"Family  Farm  Sign"  from  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  for  a  cost  of  $25.00.  Signs  may  be  picked  up 
at  any  factory  to  which  you  deliver  cane. 

To  obtain  a  sign  please  return  the  form  on  the  bottom 
of  this  page  and  a  check  for  $25.00  before  March  28, 1995, 

Order  your  Commemorative  Family  Farm  Sign  today! 

(Please  allow  6  to  8  weeks  for  delivery.) 

Return  to: 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  P.O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

NAME 

COMPANY  NAME 

ADDRESS 


CITY 


NUMBER  OF  POSTERS  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  ORDER 
NUMBER  OF  SIGNS  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  ORDER?  . 


STATE 


ZIP 


NAME  OF  FACTORY  AT  WfflCH  YOU  WILL  PICK  UP  YOUR  SIGN? 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE        (Continued  from  page  6) 


The  House  Committee: 

Committee  on  Agriculture 
Majority  Members 

Pat  Roberts,  Kan.,  Chairman 
Bill  Emerson,  Mo. 
Steve  Gunderson,  Wis. 
Larry  Combest,  Tex. 
Wayne  Allard,  Colo. 
Bill  Barrett,  Neb. 
John  A.  Boehner,  Ohio 
Thomas  W  Ewing,  HI. 
John  T  Doolittle,  Calif. 
Robert  W.  Goodlatte,  Va. 
Richard  W  Pombo,  Calif. 
Charles  T.  Canady,  Fla. 
Nick  Smith,  Mich. 
Terry  Everett,  Ala. 
Frank  D.  Lucas,  Okla. 
Ron  Lewis,  Ky. 
Richard  Baker,  La. 
Michael  D.  Crapo,  Idaho 
Ken  Calvert,  Calif. 
Helen  Chenoweth,  Idaho 
John  N.  Hostettler,  Ind. 
Ed  Bryant,  Tenn. 
Tom  Latham,  Iowa 
Wes  Cooley,  Ore. 
Mark  Foley,  Fla. 
Saxby  Chambliss,  Ga. 
Ray  LaHood,  111. 

Minority  Members 

E  (Kika)  de  la  Garza,  Tex., 

Ranking  Minority  Member 
George  E.  Brown,  Jr.,  Calif. 
Charlie  Rose,  N.C. 
Charles  W  Stenholm,  Tex. 
Harold  L.  Volkmer,  Mo. 
Tim  Johnson,  S.D. 
GaryA.Condit,  Calif 
CoUin  C.  Peterson,  Minn. 
Calvin  Dooley,  Calif. 
Eva  Clayton,  N.C. 
David  Minge,  Minn. 
Earl  F  Hilliard,  Ala. 


Earl  Pomeroy,  N.D. 

Tim  Holden,  Pa. 

Cynthia  McKinney,  Ga. 

Scotty  Baesler,  Ky. 

Karen  L.  Thurman,  Fla. 

Sanford  Bishop,  Ga. 

Bennie  G.  Thompson,  Miss. 

Sam  Farr,  Calif 

Ed  Pastor,  Ariz. 

John  Baldacci,  Maine 
In  the  House  Committee  eight  freshmen 
Congressmen  are  on  the  roster,  including 
Helen  Chenoweth  (R-ID),  a  lawyer  special- 
izing in  energy  and  environmental  policy; 
John  Hostettler  (R-IN),  a  public  utility 
engineer;  Ed  Bryant  (R-TN),  former  US 
Attorney  for  Western  Tennessee;  Tom 
Latham  (R-IO),  seed  company  owner;  We's 
Cooley  (R-OR),  cattle  rancher;  Mark  Foley 
(R-FL),  real  estate  executive;  Saxby 
Chambliss  (R-GA),  attorney;  Ray  LaHood 
(R-IL),  former  Chief  of  Staff  to  Republican 
leader  Bob  Michel;  and  John  Baldacci  (D- 
ME),  restaurant  owner. 

Houma  Research  station  targeted 
in  President's  budget 

The  Houma,  Louisiana  Agricultural 
Research  Station  has  once  again  been  iden- 
tified for  closing  under  the  administration's 
proposed  fiscal  year  1996  budget.  The  bud- 
get proposal  must  be  approved  by  Congress 
before  becoming  final.  Houma  is  one  of 
twelve  stations  proposed  to  be  eliminated. 
A  similar  proposal  was  turned  back  by 
Congress  last  year. 

USDA  CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  February  report  for  sugarcane  con- 
tinues to  show  a  forecast  of  31.8  million 
tons  for  1994,  a  2%  increase  fi'om  last 
year's  output.  Wet  weather  in  Florida's 
growing  region  has  prolonged  the  harvest 
of  the  1994  crop.  Harvest  was  60%  com- 
plete by  Feb.  6,  behind  the  average  of  75%. 
(Continued  on  page  17) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE        (Continued  from  page  16) 


Sugarcane: 

Area  Harvested,  Yield, 

and  Production 

by  Use,  State,  and  United  States,  1992-94 

State 

Area  Harvested 

Yield' 

Production'^ 

1993 

1     1994 

1993 

1994 

1993    1 

1994 

1,000  Acres 

Tons 

1,000  Tons 

For  Sugar 
FL 

425.0 

428.0 

34.1 

35.3 

14.512 

15,120 

HP 

64.8 

61.5 

85.0 

89.5 

5,508 

5,504 

LA^ 

360.0 

352.0 

22.8 

24.0 

8.220 

8,448 

TX^ 

43.5 

42.5 

32.5 

30.6 

1.412 

1,301 

US 

893.3 

884.0 

33.2 

34.4 

29,652 

30,373 

For  Seed 
FL 

19.0 

17.0 

33.7 

37.1 

640 

630 

HP 

5.1 

5.0 

19.2 

23.0 

98 

115 

LA^ 

30.0 

28.0 

22.8 

24.0 

684 

672 

TX^ 

0.9 

1.3 

30.0 

20.0 

27 

26 

US 

55.0 

51.3 

26.3 

28.1 

1.449 

1,443 

For  Sugar 
and  Seed 

FL 

444.0 

445.0 

34.1 

35.4 

15,152 

15,750 

HP 

69.9 

66.5 

80.2 

84.5 

5,606 

5,619 

LA^ 

390.0 

380.0 

22.8 

24.0 

8,904 

9,120 

TX^ 

44.4 

43.8 

32.4 

30.3 

1,439 

1,327 

US 

948.3 

935.3 

32.8 

34.0 

31,101 

31,816 

'  Net  tons. 

2  Current  estimate  carried  forward  from  earlier  forecast. 


WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  SUPPLY  AND  DEMAND  ESTIMATES 

Approved  by  the  World  Agricultural  Outlook  Board  WASDE-299  •  February  10, 1995 

SUGAR:  U.S.  sugar  production  in  fiscal  year  1994/95  is  projected  at  a  record  8.24  million 
short  tons,  raw  value,  down  0.6  percent  from  last  month.  Beet  sugar  production  is  revised 
down  50,000  tons  to  accent  for  below-average  recovery  of  sugar  from  beets  because  of  wet 
weather  late  in  the  growing  season  in  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota,  and  warm  weather  which 
caused  deterioration  of  beets  in  storage  in  parts  of  Idaho  and  Eastern  Oregon.  Imports  under 
quota  in  1993/94  are  adjusted  downward  because  of  a  revision  in  the  data  received  from  U.S. 
Customs.  This  results  in  a  higher  estimate  for  sugar  available  for  entry  under  quota  in 
1994/95.  Forecast  sugar  deliveries  in  1994/95  are  reduced  50,000  tons  because  of  the  low 
level  of  deliveries  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year. 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDAl 

C        (Continued  from  page 

17) 

WASDE-299-11 

u. 

>.  Sugar  Supply  and  Use^ 

Item 

1992/93 

1993/94 
Estimate 

1994/95  Projections 

January 

February 

1,000  short  tons,  raw  value 

Beginning  stocks^ 

1,477 

1,704 

1,338 

1,338 

Production^  ^ 

7,838 

7,677 

8,290 

8,240 

Beet  Sugar 

4,392 

4,090 

4,700 

4,650 

Cane  Sugar 

3,446 

3,587 

3,590 

3,690 

Imports^ 

2,039 

1,772 

1,839 

1,972 

Under  quota'* 

1,335 

1,046 

1,324 

1,457 

Other* 

704 

726 

515 

515 

Total  supply 

11,354 

11,153 

11,467 

11,550 

Exports^  ' 

405 

454 

510 

510 

Domestic  deliveries^ 

9,197 

9,333 

9,400 

9,430 

Domestic  food  use 

9,034 

9,174 

9,305 

9,255 

Other^ 

163 

159 

175 

176 

Miscellaneous^ 

48 

28 

0 

0 

Use,  total 

9,650 

9,815 

9,990 

9,940 

Ending  stocks^   ' 

1,704 

1,338 

1,477 

1,610 

Stocks  to  use  ratio 

17.7 

13.6 

14.8 

16.2 

'  Fiscal  years  beginning  Oct.  1.  Includes  Puerto  Rico. 

2  Historical  data  are  from  CPSA,  "Sweetener  Market  Data." 

^  Production  in  1994/95  is  Interagency  Sugar  Estimates  Committee  forecast. 

*  Actual  arrivals  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  with  late  entries  and  quota  overfills  assigned  to  the  fiscal  year 

in  which  they  actually  arrived.  Forecast  imports  under  quota  in  1994/95  assume  a  shortfall  of  120,000 

tons  from  the  quotas  covering  fiscal  years  1993,  1994,  and  1995. 
^  Quota  exempt  imports  (for  reexport,  for  polyhydric  alcohol,  from  Canada,  and  high-duty). 
^  Mostly  reexports. 

^  Transfer  to  sugar  containing  products  for  reexport,  for  nonedible  alcohol,  and  feed. 
'  Residual. 
'  Includes  approximately  258,000  tons  of  beet  sugar  and  53,000  tons  of  cane  sugar  in  excess  of 

marketing  allotments  in  1994/95.  The  stocks  to  use  ratio  without  the  "blocked  stocks"  would  be  13.1 

percent.  (Continued  on  page  19) 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

Independently  Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 
Crop  Management         •  Pest  Scouting 
RSD  Testing  •  Soil  Testing 

•  Other  Services 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  BS,  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Bome,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193,  "niibodaux,  UK  70302 

Office/Home  Phone  &  F/^  (504)  446-3520 

Mobile  (504)449-6170 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  ffiERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE        (Continued  from  page  18) 


United  States:  Sugar  Supply  and  Use,  Fiscal  Years. 
(1,000  Short  Tons,  Raw  Value) 


Item 

1992/93 

1993/94 

1993/94 

1994/95 

1994/95 

Annual 

Annual 

Annual 

January 

February 

Beginning  Stocks 

1,477 

1,704 

1.704 

1,338 

1,338 

Total  Production 

7.838 

7.677 

7.677 

8.290 

8.240 

Beet  sugar 

4,392 

4.090 

4,090 

4,700 

4,650 

Cane  sugar 

3,446 

3,587 

3,587 

3,590 

3,590 

Total  Imports 

2,039 

1,772 

1,772 

1,839 

1,972 

Under  Quota 

1,335 

1,179 

1,046 

1,324 

1,457 

Oct.-Dec. 

171 

193 

193 

250 

241 

Jan.-Sep. 

1,164 

986 

853 

1,074 

1,216 

Canada  &  Hi-Tariff 

40 

56 

56 

50 

50 

For  reexport 

601 

641 

641 

450 

450 

For  Polyh  Alcohol 

10 

16 

16 

15 

15 

Puerto  Rico 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Stat  Adjustment 

53 

(120) 

13 

0 

0 

Total  Supply 

11,354 

11,153 

11,153 

11,467 

11.550 

Total  Exports 

405 

454 

454 

510 

510 

Reexports 

397 

432 

432 

470 

470 

Puerto  Rico 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Exports 

10 

30 

30 

40 

40 

Stat  Difference 

(2) 

(8) 

8 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous 

48 

28 

28 

0 

0 

CCC  Domes  Not  Food 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Stat  Adjustment 

48 

28 

28 

0 

0 

Total  Deliveries 

9,197 

9,333 

9.333 

9.480 

9,430 

Reexport  Products 

148 

143 

143 

160 

160 

Polyhy  Alcohol 

15 

16 

16 

15 

15 

Feed  Use 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Domes  Food  &  Bev. 

9,034 

9,174 

9,174 

9.305 

9,255 

Total  Use  (EX+MIS+DEL) 

9,650 

9,815 

9,815 

9.990 

9,940 

Ending  Stocks 

1,704 

1.338 

1,338 

1,477 

1.610 

Private 

1,704 

1.332 

1.332 

1,477 

1.610 

CCC 

0 

0 

6 

6 

0 

Total  Distribution 

11,354 

11.153 

11,153 

11.467 

11.550 

Stocks— Total  Use  Ratio 

17,660 

13,630 

13,630 

14,780 

16.200 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE        (  Continued  from  page  19) 

BLOCKED  STOCKS  CALCULATION 
(Feb.  10, 1995) 


Beet 

Cane 

Total 

(+)  Production 
H  Allotment 
(-)  Exports 

TOTAL 

4,650.0 

4,352.4 

40.0 

257.6 

3,590.0 

3,536.6 

0.0 

53.4 

8,240.0 

7,889.0 

40.0 

311.0 

SWEETENER  USERS  RENEW  FIGHT 
TO  KILL  SUGAR  PROGRAM 

A  coalition  of  bakers,  confectioners, 
and  soft  drink  companies  have  re- 
newed the  efforts  of  the  "Sweetener 
Users  Association"  in  Washington  to 
again  attempt  to  aboHsh  the  current 
sugar  program  in  the  1995  farm  bill. 
Similar  attempts  by  the  organization 
were  unsuccessful  in  previous  years 
but  Association  President  Tom 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

MAM,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  U  70086 

504/265-3965 


Hammer  is  claiming  that  this  year  it*s 
"All  or  nothing.  A  decade  is  long 
enough  to  work  for  reform." 

SUGAR  INDUSTRY  WASHINGTON 
REPS  BRIEF  COMMITTEES 

Representatives  of  all  elements  of 
the  sugar  producing  industry  pre- 
sented extensive  economic  information 
to  key  staff  and  members  of  the  House 
and  Senate  Agriculture  Committees 
focusing  on  the  impact  of  the  program 
throughout  the  economy.  Particularly 
of  interest  to  the  staffs  was  the  impact 
on  consumer  prices  and  supply  in  the 
marketplace.  Similar  briefings  will  be 
conducted  as  the  Congress  gears  up  to 
write  new  legislation. 


THBOOAUUOUiSIANA 

805  St  Patrick  Highway 

504«47^1 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504^53^8343 

CroDmate 

^mtmmimrm 

LP  GAS 

JE 

ANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 
Highway  182.  West 
318/276-5051 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 
448-3707 
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OONT  ALLOW  DISEASES  TO  DRAG  DOWN 
YOUR  PRODUCTIVITY 

MAKE  A  FRESH  START  WITH  EACH  PLANTING 

KLEENTEK® 

^certified  seedcane' 


INVEST  IN  THE  BEST  TO  IMPROVE 

•  STUBBLING 

•  PRODUCTIVITY 

•  PROFITS 

PURE  AND  SIMPLY  THE  MOST  EFFECTIVE  WAY 
TO  COMBAT  SYSTEMIC  DISEASES  IN  SUGARCANE 

As  we  enter  our  10th  year  of  commercial  operation,  the  Kleentek 
staff  is  as  committed  as  ever  to  providing  Louisiana  growers  with 
seedcane  of  the  highest  quality  possible  (meeting  or  exceeding 
standards  set  by  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture). 
Although  we  strive  to  maintain  adequate  stocks  of  all  major 
varieties,  some  may  sell  out  fast.  To  ensure  that  your  seedcane 
needs  are  fulfilled,  consider  booking  your  seedcane  early  by  call- 
ing the  nearest  Helena  office  (504)  446-5881  or  (318)  394-3875. 
Orders  are  now  being  accepted  for  the  following  varieties:  CP  70- 
321,  CP  65-357,  CP  72-370,  LHO  83-153,  LCP  85-384,  HoCP  85- 
845,  and  CP  74-383. 

Sales  of  LCP  82-89  will  resume  in  1996. 

As  always,  feel  free  to  contact  Kleentek  personnel  regarding 
questions  or  concerns  you  may  have  (318)  364-2216  or  (504) 
868-6244. 
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FARM  NOTES        (Continued  from  page  8) 


other  commodities  were  also  eliminat- 
ed. Many  believe  this  to  be  an  effort  to 
totally  eliminate  federal  funding  in 
agricultural  research  in  the  U.S.  Some 
of  the  funding  that  is  listed  for  elimi- 
nation affects  USDA  locations  or  pro- 
jects while  other  funding  is  for  monies 
that  are  passed  through  individual 
state  budgets.  This  would  lead  agricul- 
tural producers  to  feel  that  the  federal 
government  is  indeed  intending  to  pull 
out  its  effort  in  research.  One  branch 
of  government  says  that  producers 
should  become  more  efficient  in  order 
to  compete  internationally  while 
another  branch  pulls  out  its  research 
effort  which  is  the  only  way  to  become 
more  efficient. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
will,  like  last  year,  do  all  it  can  to  see 
to  it  that  the  research  efforts  con- 
ducted at  the  Houma  facility  are  con- 
tinued. Communication  with  our 
Washington  Office,  our  Congressional 
delegation  and  others  has  begun  in  an 
attempt  to  save  this  important  part  of 
the  overall  research  program. 

Industry  members  should  be 
reminded  that  the  work  done  at 
Houma  is  not  duplication  of  efforts 
since  their  is  a  close  working  relation- 
ship between  the  Louisiana  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station,  USDA  in 
Houma,  the  industry  and  others  work- 
ing in  sugar  related  research.  All 
researchers  have  a  vital  role  to  per- 
form in  providing  valuable  research 
information  to  you,  the  growers  and 
processors  in  this  industry.  Should  any 
portion  of  this  research  effort  be  lost,  it 
will  be  impossible  for  any  other  seg- 
ment to  increase  its  involvement  with- 
out additional  funding.  New  monies 
for  research  are  difficult  to  come  by 
and  it  is  likely  that  any  closure  of  any 
research  effort  would  result  in  less 
research  being  performed  to  help  you 
remain    efficient.    Members    of  this 


industry  will  again  be  asked  to  help 
influence  Congress  concerning  the 
importance  of  the  work  performed  in 
Houma  as  the  League  attempts  to 
have  the  research  effort  continue. 

F.  EVANS  FARWELL 

F.  Evans  Farwell  died  on  Monday 
January  9,  1995  at  his  home  in  New 
Orleans.  Mr.  Farwell  was  a  prominent 
businessman  and  civic  leader.  He  was 
a  former  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Exchange,  Board  member  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Agriculture  Credit 
Co., and  member  of  the  International 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists. 
Mr.  Farwell  was  also  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  the  Delta  Steamship  Line,  the 
Public  Belt  Railroad  Commission  and 
the  Delgado  Albania  Commission  as 
well  as  a  member  of  the  International 
Trade  Mart.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  President  of  Miliken  and  Farwell, 
Inc.,  Westover  Planting  Co.  Ltd.,  and 
S.C.  Minerals  Inc.;  Vice-president  of 
Avoca  Inc.;  and  member  of  the  Board  of 
the  Public  Belt  Railroad  Commission. 
Mr.  Farwell  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Club,  the  Louisiana  Club, 
Southern  Yacht  Club,  several  Carnival 
organizations,  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  Atlanta  Branch  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board,  Coast  Guard 
Reserve  and  a  Governor  of  the  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars  in  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Farwell  was  bom  in  New 
Orleans  and  spent  most  of  his  life 
there  having  graduated  with  honors 
from  the  University  of  Virginia.  He 
was  a  world  traveler  and  photographer 
and  was  considered  an  authority  on 
the  U.S.  sugar  industry.  Mr.  Farwell 
will  be  sadly  missed  by  his  family  and 
many  acquaintances  throughout  the 
sugar  industry. 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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FARM  NOTES        (Continued  from  page  22) 


TALL  CANE 

Many  growers  have  inquired  as  to 
what  should  be  done  with  the  tall, 
unfrozen  cane  that  is  now  seen  on 
February  20.  Most  of  this  tall  cane  was 
cut  as  seed  last  fall,  early  planted  cane 
or  early  harvested  cane  for  the  mill. 
This  acreage  amounts  to  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  entire  industry,  but  can 
be  more  readily  seen  along  Bayou 
Teche  where  planting  begins  earlier  in 
the  season  than  along  the  River  or 
along  Bayou  Lafourche.  As  of  this  date, 
the  terminal  buds  on  some  of  this  tall 
cane  are  still  alive  and  some  of  this 
cane  already  has  joints  showing.  The 
question  is  whether  to  shave,  bush-hog 
or  do  nothing.  If  these  fields  need  her- 
bicide incorporation  then  there  is  no 
choice  in  the  matter  and  the  above 
ground  material  should  be  removed. 
Also,  if  there  is  tremendous  weed  pres- 
sure on  the  band  and  a  pre-emergence 
material  is  needed,  the  top  growth 
should  be  removed. 

Many  researchers  feel,  however, 
that  if  these  weed  conditions  do  not 
exist,  there  is  no  reason  to  remove  the 
top  growth.  This  is  only  true  if  the  ter- 
minal buds  are  still  alive  and  well. 
There  is  still  ample  time  this  winter  to 
have  a  killing  freeze  or  heavy  frost 
which  can  totally  change  the  picture. 
However,  should  you  remove  this  top 
growth  at  this  early  period,  then  it  will 
only  take  a  light  freeze  or  light  frost  to 
injure  the  yoimg  material  that  will 
emerge  following  the  shaving  or  bush- 
hogging  treatment.  Therefore,  if  weed 
control  does  not  present  a  real  problem 
in  this  tall  and  wide  top  growth,  there 
is  no  real  reason  to  remove  it.  Some 
researchers  believe  that  the  shaving  or 
bush-hogging  treatment  will  only  help 
to  spread  diseases  such  as  RSD  and 
leaf  scald.  Additionally,  removing  the 
top  growth  where  stalks  are  present 
will  only  cause  the  resulting  crop  to  be 


an  additional  stubble  from  what  it  now 
is.  The  result  of  all  these  factors  makes 
many  researchers  feel  that  the  best 
course  of  action  at  this  time  is  to  be 
patient  unless  weed  control  is  the 
overriding  factor. 
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portion  of  front  cover  containing 
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3-D  CHEMICALS,  INC. 

specializing  in 

Quality  Built  Spray  Units 

•  available  with  200  or  300 
gallon  tanks 

•  sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

•  Hydraulic  arms  with  break 
away  design 

•  3  or  5  row  manifold 

•  PTO  or  dyraulic  pump 

•  uses  spraying  systems 
components 

Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 
For  more  information  cail 

(318)394-4801   or  1-800-732-3787 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


luifiwfit^iif 


v-^mm 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA      318-229-6415 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVES        (Continued  from  page  9) 


CAAA/1990  purposes,  emission  assess- 
ments should  be  raised  accordingly. 
Emission  assessments  are  a  fairer  way 
of  raising  necessary  funds  because  it 
assesses  directly  the  causes  of  air  pol- 
lution, providing  an  incentive  to  elimi- 
nate air  pollution  and  reduce  the  gov- 
ernmental effort  needed  to  control  it. 

It  should  be  noted  that  implementa- 
tion of  CAAA/1990  permitting  require- 
ments is  embroiled  in  controversy,  and 
the  Act  is  scheduled  for  early  review  by 
a  new  Congress  promising  relief  from 
unnecessary  and  unfunded  Federal 
mandates.  The  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  has  announced  that 
the  long  delayed  rules  implementing 
the  controversial  CAAA/1990  permit- 
ting requirements  will  not  be  released 
before  October,  1995.  There  is  no 
urgency  to  act  now  or  assess  addition- 
al fees  for  an  uncertain  program. 

It  is  also  significant  to  point  out  that 
Louisiana  is  now  in  compliance  with 
all  Federal  and  State  ambient  air  qual- 
ity standards  except  for  a  minor  ozone 
problem  in  the  Baton  Rouge  Metro- 
politan Area.  The  ozone  problem 
occurs  only  in  the  spring  and  summer 
when  sugar  mills  are  not  operating, 
and  is  caused  primarily  by  automobile 
engine  exhaust.  All  existing  sugar 
mills  are  operating  in  compliance  with 
air  quality  regulations  and  are  not  a 
factor  in  the  minor  smog  problem  near 
Baton  Rouge. 

All  sugar  mills  now  pay  an  annual 
air  permit  "maintenance  fee"  of  $1,264 
which  would  increase  by  $999  to 
$2,263  under  the  proposed  rules.  An 
average  size  sugar  mill  now  also  pays 
$3,427  annually  based  on  the  $9  per 
ton  emission  fee.  If  the  proposed  per- 
mit fee  increase  is  adopted  and  the 
CAAA/1990  permit  rules  implemented, 
sugar  mills  will  also  be  required  to  pay 


an  additional  $11,307  next  year  and 
every  five  years  thereafter  for  new 
"Title  V"  permits.  Sugar  mills,  which 
operate  only  three  months  per  year, 
would  pay  a  more  equitable  tax  rate  if 
actual  State  air  pollution  control  pro- 
gram costs  were  derived  exclusively 
fi*om  stack  emission  fees  as  required 
by  CAAA/1990  rather  than  the  arbi- 
trary permit  and  maintenance  fees 
(taxes)  assessed  at  the  direction  of  the 
supported  bxireaucracy. 

It  is  especially  important  that  the 
members  of  the  Legislature,  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
culture be  made  aware  of  the  severe 
and  imfair  taxes  being  imposed  on  an 
economically  distressed  sugarcane 
industry.  Something  needs  to  be  done 
to  correct  a  system  that  allows  bureau- 
crats rather  than  the  elected 
Legislature  to  raise  these  taxes. 


14x48Ft.  RaynePlaneMod.CW48 

JD  1630  Disc  Harrow- 167'' 
Large  selection  of  used  tractor  parts. 

CASH  for  your  salvage  tractor. 

We  buy  burnt,  wrecked  or 

worn  out  tractors, 

CANE  TRACTOR 
PARTS 

Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Cau  Tou  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 
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GENESIS™  CONFIDENCE 


M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


^EWHOLLA^D 


3YMR  LEASE 
3  YlBAR  WARRANTY 
2%  INTEREST  RATE 


Get  roiiin'  now  in  a  new  Ford  70  Series  GENESIS™  tractor. 
It's  easy  with  the  new  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE"* 
LEASE  from  Ford  New  Holland  Credit.  This  new  3  year 
lease  provides  excellent  value  and  cash  flow  benefits. 
Similar  4  and  5  year  leases  also  available.  But  don't 
delay,  this  special  3  year  lease  with  2%  APR  is  available 
only  through  March  31, 1995.  See  us  today  for  details. 

GENESIS...GOTTA  DRIVE  IT... GOTTA  LEASE  ITI 


Farm  Financing  From 
Folks  Who  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 


DEAN  MARTIN 
Thibodaux 


Give  us  a  call. 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 

Thibodaux  •  (504)  446-9450 


ANDY  ANDOLSEK 
Thibodaux 
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ANHYDROUS  AMMONIA  MARKET        (Continued  from  page  12) 


out  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  (FSU), 
a  major  supplier  of  ammonia  from 
international  trade  has  contrubuted  to 
tightened  supphes  world-wide.  Prior  to 
1994,  the  FSU  accoimted  for  about  a 
third  of  all  international  trade  in 
ammonia,  and  about  60%  of  the  ocean- 
bound  exports.  Throughout  1994,  the 
ammonia  industry  in  the  FSU  was 
plagued  by  production  outages,  distrib- 
ution problems,  and  interruptions  in 
natural  gas  supply.  Production  short- 
falls also  occurred  in  a  number  of  ex- 
porting coxintries,  including  Trinidad, 
Algeria,  Indonesia,  and  Mexico.  The 
domestic  market  derives  about  a 
fourth  of  its  ammonia  from  imports,  as 
the  lack  of  import  supply  contributed 
to  tight  supplies  in  the  U.S. 

In  the  United  States,  there  were  a 
large  number  of  unexpected  plant  out- 
ages between  January  and  June  of 
1994.  A  total  of  16  outages  occurred 
during  that  period,  resulting  in  a  loss 
of  approximately  130,000  tons  of 
ammonia  produciton.  Similar  outages 
occurred  in  the  second  half  of  1994. 
During  that  same  period,  ocean-bound 
freight  rates  from  ammonia  producing 
regions  of  the  world  increased  by  as 
much  as  50%.  Meanwhile,  U^.  ammo- 
nia producers  experienced  their  high- 
est-ever    demand    for    ammonia.    A 


record  21.5  million  tons  of  domestical- 
ly produced  ammonia  was  consumed 
between  July  1,  1993  and  Jime  30, 
1994,  eclipsing  the  previous  record  of 
21.0  tons  set  for  the  same  period  end- 
ing June  30,  1981.  The  trend  is  contin- 
uing, with  domestic  ammonia  con- 
sumption up  almost  four  percent  for 
the  last  six  months  of  1994. 

Will  the  current  trends  continue? 
Will  prices  remain  high,  or  will  they 
begin  to  drop?  Anyone  who  says  they 
can  answer  those  questions  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  is  being  insincere. 
There  are  so  many  factors  occurring  all 
over  the  world  which  contribute  to 
ammonia  prices  that  no  one  can  pre- 
dict what  will  happen  to  ammonia 
prices  from  year  to  year.  Take  out  your 
crystal  balls  and  make  your  own  pre- 
dictions —  you'll  probably  be  just  as 
accurate  as  the  "experts." 


Ask  your  LAND 
BANK  ASSOCIATION 
about     ...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today 
are  looking  at  ways  to  increase 
their  productivity  ...  buy  or  im- 
prove land   ...  build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION 
can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  youVe  got  plans  that  need 
financing,   see  the  people  at  the 
Land  Bank  Association  to 
discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

F^ederal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 

Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 


LENDER 

(E4c|uat  10^3) 


MARCH,  1995 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S  A.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 
P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

1167HaymarketDr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASED! 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 
John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  EL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,&MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  U  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  U  70895 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  U  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  U  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  U  70562 


GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
535  Main  Street  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LOUISLVNA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  U  70301 

LOUISUNA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  U  70737 

MONSANTO 

800N.  Lindbergh  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  U  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East  Broussard,  LA  70518 

5810  Airline  Hwy.        Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E. 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENCAGCO. 

P.O.  Box  12014 

Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  U  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUffMENT 

P.O.  Box  340 

Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  81189 

Lafayette,  U  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE  CO.  INC. 
P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  U  70160 

SOUTHLAND  TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 
421  W.  Railroad         Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3.D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607  St.  Martinville,  U  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Cajun  Sugar  Cooperative 
New  Iberia,  Louisiana 
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Cajun  Sugar  Cooperative,  Inc.,  is 
located  on  Iberia  Parish  Hwy.  608,  2.5 
miles  N.E.  of  New  Iberia,  Louisiana.  It 
is  the  newest  sugar  factory  in 
Louisiana,  its  construction  having 
been  completed  in  October,  1964. 


Sugar  Cooperative,  Inc.,  which  was 
organized  in  December,  1963. 
Membership  consists  of  approximately 
200  members  operating  farms  in 
Iberia,  St.  Martin,  Vermillion, 
Lafayette,  Avoyelles,  and  Rapides 
parishes.  Members  supply  100%  of  the 


The  factory  is   owned  by  Cajun     cane. 
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CAMECO  PRESENTS 


A  FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE  CANE  TRACTOR 

that  is: 

Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Fonvard  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4  X  38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  with  Bumper 

For  More  Details  Contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA   70302 
Phone  (504)447-7285 
FAX  (504)447-5735 


400  South  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)276-6314 
FAX  (318)276-6314 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charlie  Melancon 


As  I  pen  this  article,  I  am  sitting  in 
a  Washington,  D.C.  hotel  waiting  for 
the  next  meeting  involving  the  domes- 
tic sugar  producers,  processors,  and 
refiners.  It  is  quite  difficult  for  me  to 
spend  my  day  sitting  in  one  place  for 
the  entire  day,  then  to  add  to  this 
anxiety  the  frustration  of  witnessing 
all  of  the  compromises  presented  this 
day  by  the  cane  sector  being  rejected 
for  being  "too  little**  by  one  group  and 
"too  much"  by  another.  This  is  an  ex- 
perience that  all  in  the  industry  should 
witness,  observe,  or  maybe  participate; 
and  to  think  that  I  use  to  believe  that 
I  experienced  high  levels  of  frustration 
when  I  was  in  government! 

Some  in  this  industry  perceive 
that  your  League's  leadership  simply 
goes  to  Washington,  tells  members  of 
Congress  what  you  want,  and  they  do 
it.  Not  quite  so  simple!  We  (the  domes- 
tic industry)  are  still  negotiating,  hav- 
ing begun  this  task,  in  earnest,  on 
March  8, 1994.  Many,  if  not  most  of  the 
minor/secondary  issues  have  been 
resolved  and  agreed  upon,  while  the 
big  issue,  "the  split,"  is  forever  await- 
ing resolution  (or  so  it  seems  forever). 
Meanwhile,  the  cane  refiners  and 
some  of  the  beet  processors  continue  in 
this  standoff,  while  the  commercial 
users,  environmental  groups,  reform- 
ers, and  now,  the  Australian  govern- 
ment is  covering  "the  hilF  with  their 
story;  which  is  obviously  not  one  of 
support  for  what  growers  and  proces- 
sors alike  think  would  be  good  for  the 
continuance  of  a  stable  industry  nor 
growers  being  allowed  a  fair  return. 


In  the  meantime,  the  negotiators, 
for  the  most  part,  believe  we  should 
have  begun  our  grassroots  campaign. 
A  campaign  that  Louisiana  and  others 
have  committed  to  and  funded.  If  the 
total  domestic  industry  does  not  begin 
its  education  of  the  Congress  soon,  it 
might  be  too  little,  too  late!  Some  spec- 
ulate that  this  is  what  some  in  the 
industry  want  —  no  program!  The 
negotiators  meet  again  in  several 
weeks  from  this  writing  (3/18/95)  in 
Washington.  I  can  only  hope,  for  the 
industr/s  sake,  that  the  issue  of  "the 
split"  can  be  resolved.  Unity,  at  this 
time,  is  far  more  important  than  "the 
split"  itself,  even  though  "the  split,"  is 
literally  dividing  us. 

The  League  is  tentatively  setting 
April  24th  and  25th  as  the  dates  for 
the  GROWER  MEETINGS.  These 
dates  are  a  Monday  and  Tuesday.  The 
schedule  is  tentatively  as  follows: 

Thibodaux  April  24       a.m. 

Jeanerette  April  24       p.m. 

Bunkie  April  25       a.m. 

Donaldson ville  April  25  p.m. 
Locations,  exact  times,  etc.... will  be 
mailed  directly  to  you  prior  to  these 
dates. 

Don  Wallace  of  the  League's 
Washington  office  will  travel  with  the 
League's  officers  and  staff.  I  encourage 
all  growers  to  PLEASE  MAKE  EVERY 
EFFORT  TO  ATTEND.  It  is  not  only 
important  for  us  to  appraise  you  of 
what  is  occuring  in  our  industry  (polit- 
ically and  otherwise);  but,  even  more 
important  is  the  need  for  the  officers, 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


LUGAR  ANNOUNCES 

PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN/ATTACKS 

FARM  PROGRAMS 

Senate  Agriculture  Chairman 
Lugar  (R-IN)  announced  his  candidacy 
for  President  on  Feb.  23  during  an 
interview  with  talk  show  host  Larry 
King.  Lugar  is  emphasizing  his  will- 
ingness to  cut  agricultural  subsidy  and 
commodity  programs  while  coming 
from  a  farm  state,  and  chairing  the 
Committee  with  jurisdiction  over  the 
programs.  In  one  local  Washington 
interview  Lugar  singled  out  the  sugar 
program  as  an  example  of  the  type  of 
agricultural  program  which  should  be 
cut,  not  because  of  any  expense  to  the 
federal  government,  but  because  of  the 
cost,  according  to  him,  to  U.S.  con- 
sumers. 

In  hearings  before  his  Senate  com- 
mittee. Chairman  Lugar  continued  to 
attack  the  farm  programs,  helped  by 
the  testimony  of  witnesses  from  the 
Hudson  Institute,  a  Washington  con- 
servative "think  tank"  with  a  history  of 
antagonism  towards  agriculture. 
Other  Senators  on  the  committee 
attempted  to  add  balance  to  the  hear- 
ing by  defending  the  farm  programs 
and  highlighting  the  strengths  of  the 
U.S.  agricultural  system. 

MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS  SEE 
PRO-SUGAR/ANTI-SUGAR 
MESSAGES  IN  HILL  NEWS 

In  a  special  Farm  Bill  supplement 
to  "Roll  Cair,  the  newspaper  of  Capitol 
Hill,  the  sugar  program  was  attacked 
in  a  full-page  ad  sponsored  by  85  com- 
panies, associations,  and  interest 
groups  under  the  name  "Repeal  The 
Sugar  Program".  The  ad,  titled  "The 
Bitter  Truth  About  the  U.S.  Sugar 
Program"  claimed  the  program  in- 
creases domestic  sugar  prices;  harms 
the  environment;  is  "big  government" 
at  its  worst;   costs  jobs;  discourages 


international  trade;  blocks  competition 
and  penalizes  efficient  growers. 

Pro-sugar  ads  outnumbered  the 
negative  however.  Ads  sponsored  by 
the  domestic  industry  emphasized  that 
the  Sugar  Policy:  operates  at  no  cost  to 
the  taxpayers;  generates  $30  million  a 
year  for  the  U.S.  Treasury;  provides 
American  consumers  sugar  at  signifi- 
cantly less  than  the  average  retail 
price  than  in  other  developed  coun- 
tries; generates  $26.2  billion  in  posi- 
tive economic  activity  yearly;  and  cre- 
ates 420,000  jobs  in  42  states. 

INDUSTRY  MEETS  IN  WASHINGTON 
TO  DISCUSS  FARM  BILL  POSITION 

Sugar  industry  representatives 
met  in  Washington  on  March  15  and 

16  seeking  to  develop  a  consensus  posi- 
tion among  cane  and  beet  growers, 
processors  and  refiners  for  the  1995 
farm  legislation.  The  group  was  not 
able  to  agree  on  all  aspects  of  the  sugar 
program,  and  will  meet  again  on  April 

17  and  18. 

HOUSE  MEMBERS  SEND  LETTER  TO 

REPUBLICAN  LEADERSHIP  URGING 

FAIRNESS  FOR  AGRICULTURE 

In  two  separate  letters  96  House 
members  voiced  concern  to  House 
leadership  that  agriculture  not  be 
unfairly  singled  out  for  disproportion- 
ate cuts  during  budget  negotiations. 
One  letter,  signed  by  26  freshmen 
House  members  was  delivered  to 
Speaker  Newt  Gingrich.  The  second 
letter,  signed  by  82  members  went  to 
House  Budget  Committee  Chairman 
Kasich  (R-OH). 

USDA  MARCH  CROP  STATISTICS 

Production  of  sugarcane  for  sugar 
and  seed  in  1994  is  estimated  at  a 
record  high  of  31.8  million  tons.  The 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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THE  NEW  5240  MAXXUM' ; 

PROOF  THAT  LEADERSHIP 

NEVER  STANDS  STILL. 
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Tliree  years  ago,  the  original  line  of  Case  Intemalional 
MAXXUM  tractors  set  a  standard  for  the  mid-size 
class  that  is  yet  to  be  matched.  And  now  that  standard 
is  about  to  be  raised.  ■  Introducing  the  new  5240 
MAXXUM — A  mid-size  tractor  that  refuses  to  act  that 
way.  With  tlie  kind  of  deep,  reassuring  power  reserves 
that  fieldwork  demands.  A  standard  16F/12R 
transmission  that  ensures  total  versatility.  And  a  list 
of  features  so  complete  that  no  job  will  .seem  out  of 
reach.    ■    For  three  years,  we've  compiled  your 


5240  MAXXUM:    lOOPTOhp 

suggestions  regarding  the  original  MAXXUM  line. 
And  now  those  suggestions  are  part  of  every  new 
5240.  ■  You  wanted  more  visiblity;  we  added 
exclusive  all-glass  doors.  You  asked  for  easier 
implement  attachment;  we  added  ground-level  hitch 
control.  You  wanted  more  muscle;  we  added 
horsepower,  durability  and  efficiency.  All  in  all, 
more  than  50  changes  have  been  made.  ■  Stop 
by  and  see  the  new  5240  MAXXUM  today.  And 
bring  along  some  high  expectations. 

©1992  J I  Case 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 


Gremilllon's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


APRIL,  1995 


FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


RESEARCH  PROJECTS  FUNDED  IN  1995  —  CROP  REPORT 


Each  year  the  Dedicated  Research 
Funding  Committee  reviews  research 
proposals  from  numerous  scientists 
aind  decides  which  of  these  projects  to 
fund  from  dues  paid  by  growers  and 
processors.  For  the  1995  program, 
there  were  41  projects  requested  for 
over  $850,000.  After  interviews  with 
the  scientists  proposing  the  research 
projects,  the  committee  recommended 
that  28  projects  totaling  $350,388  be 
funded.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
League  approved  this  recommendation 
at  its  February  meeting.  The  following 
is  a  listing  of  these  projects,  grouped 
by  category,  along  with  the  lead  scien- 
tists and  their  respective  agency. 

CROP  IMPROVEMENT 

Ben  Legendre,  USDA-ARS,  Sugar- 
cane research  unit,  Houma,  LA; 
Request  for  supplemental  funding  in 
support  of  the  research  program. 

Fred  Martin,  LAES,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA;  Base  support  for  sugarcane  breed- 
ing. 

Howard  Viator,  Iberia  Research 
Station,  LAES,  Jeanerette,  LA; 
Sustaining  sugarcane  research  at  the 
Iberia  Station. 

Ed  Diifrene,  USDA-ARS,  Houma, 
LA;  Labor  Assistance  for  USDA  infield 
testing  stage  and  associated  research 
programs. 

Scott  Milligan,  LAES,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA;  Sugarcane  cross  appraisal 
methodology. 

Dave  Burner,  USDA-ARS,  Houma, 
LA;  Development  of  a  PCR-based  pro- 
cedure for  detecting  leaf  scald  in  sug- 
arcane sap. 

Ken  Damann,  LAES,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA;  Rapid  and  e£u-ly  detection  of  RSD 
in  Louisiana  sugarcane. 


International  Consortium  on 
Sugarcane  Biotechnology;  Andy 
Patterson,  Texas  A&M,  College 
Station,  TX,  QTL  Mapping;  California 
Institute  Biological  Research  and 
Cornell  University,  New  York, 
Molecular  biology;  Rod  Wing,  Texas 
A&M  University,  College  Station,  TX, 
Map-based  cloning. 

T.  Eric  Mirkov,  Texas  A&M 
University,  Weslaco,  TX;  Engineering 
resistance  to  sugarcane  mosaic  virus. 

CROP  PRODUCTION 

Michael  Salassi,  LAES,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA;  Louisiana  sugar  cane  farm 
decision  making  and  its  impact  of 
resource  allocation. 

Bill  Hallmark,  LAES,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA;  Use  of  various  calcium 
sources  to  increase  sugarcane  yields. 

Ray  Ricaud,  LAES,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA;  Stubble  cane  longevity  and  succes- 
sion cane. 

Charley  Richard,  ASCL,  Thibo- 
daux,  LA;  Agronomic  and  economic 
appraisal  of  current  and  potential  har- 
vesting systems  for  Louisiana. 

The  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  set  aside  monies  to  study 
the  design  of  automation  of  bottom 
blade  control  in  sugarcane  harvesting. 

CROP  PROTECTION 

Gene  Reagan,  LAES,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA;  Insecticide  research  for  manage- 
ment of  the  sugarcane  borer. 

Bill  White,  USDA-ARS,  Houma, 
LA;  Release  of  Cotesia  chilonis  for  con- 
trol of  sugarcane  borer  in  Louisiana. 

Mike  Grisham,  USDA-ARS, 
Houma,  LA;  Production  of  leaf  scald- 
free  sugarcane  plants  for  research  on 
(Continued  on  page  17) 
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Insist  On  The  Wet- 
Clutch  Reliability 
Of  PermaClutch  2 


Only  John  Deere  brings  you  66-  to 
85-hp  tractors  with  the  long-life 
reliability  of  an  oil-cooled  wet-disk 
clutch  on  every  model.  All  6200,  6300, 
and  6400  Tractors  feature  the  cool, 
smooth-working  PermaClutch  2. 
While  dry  clutches  absorb  and  retain 
heat,  PermaClutch  2  cools  after 
each  engagement  -  providing 
shift  after  shift  of  effortless  gear 
and  range  changing. 

Couple  that  with  your  choice 
of  the  economical  12-speed 
SyncroPlus™  transmission . . . 
or  optional,  powershiftable, 
16-speed  PowrQuad™ 
transmission ...  and  it's 
easy  to  find  the  speed  you 
need.  Add  the  optional 


creeper  for  field  speeds  as 
slow  as  13  feet  per  minute. 

And  for  your  muddy  conditions 
or  tall  crops,  ask  your  John  Deere 
dealer  about  the  6300  and  6400  High- 
Clearance  Tractors  with  26  inches  of 
clearance  under  the  front  axle. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)828-1332 
Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 
Lafayette,  LA 
(318)233-8645 
Sunshine  Equipment  Co 
Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)446-5061 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)365-6667 
The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Sunshine  Equipment  Co 

New  Roads,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)638-4851  (504)473-986 

Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Kaplan,  LA  /^ 

(318)643-2249  /S 


APRIL,  1995 


Property  Rights  Battle 
Not  Over,  Tauzin  Warns 


Just  as  our  forefathers  rebelled 
against  "taxation  without  representa- 
tion, "today  private  property  owners 
around  the  country  are  revolting  over 
"confiscation  without  compensation." 

Armed  with  the  Fifth  Amendment 
to  the  U.S.  Constitution,  legions  of  pri- 
vate property  rights  advocates  —  fi"om 
California  to  Maine  —  have  banned 
together  to  form  their  own  "volimteer 
army,"  and  they  are  taking  their  fight 
to  the  hallowed  halls  of  Congress. 

Today  people  feel  betrayed  by  their 
own  government,  much  as  our  found- 
ing fathers  did  more  than  200  years 
ago.  Excessive  and  obtrusive  federal 
regulations  dealing  with  the  environ- 
ment have  a  stranglehold  on  land-use 
decisions.  Property  owners  feel  pun- 
ished. Farmers  feel  fi*ustrated.  And  the 
schism  between  the  environmental 
community  and  mainstream  America 
is  widening. 

Americans  are  proud  of  the  pro- 
gress that  has  been  made  over  the  last 
25  years  in  ensuring  a  healthy,  vibrant 
environment. 

However,  somewhere  along  the 
line  we  lost  track  of  the  fact  that  peo- 
ple are  part  of  the  environmental 
equation.  Today  farmers  and  ranchers, 
timber  workers,  fisherman,  energy 
producers  laws  and  regulations  that 
have  lost  touch  with  reason  and  reali- 
ty. We  must  strive  to  strike  a  balance 
between  environmental  concerns  in 
the  United  States  and  the  rights  of  pri- 
vate property  owners  who  cannot 
afford  to  challenge  federal  "takings"  in 
court. 

When  you  lose  your  job  in  the  state 
of  Washington  because  of  an  owl;  when 
you  lose  your  shrimp  boat  in  Louisiana 


because  of  a  turtle;  or  you  lose  yoiu* 
home  in  California  because  of  a  cost  of 
environmental  protection  hits  home. 
This  war  is  between  environmental 
protection  and  property  rights. 

Let  me  make  it  clear  that  I  support 
the  goals  of  our  nation's  environmental  j. 
laws,  such  as  the  Endangered  Species 
Act.  But  America  needs  new  legisla- 
tion that  not  only  protects  our  plants 
and  animals,  but  also  allows  economic 
growth  and  respects  private  property 
rights. 

The  Private  Property  Owners  Bill 
of  Rights  (HR  790),  which  I  wrote  and 
sponsored,  strikes  such  a  balance.  On 
March  3,  by  an  overwhelming  vote  of 
277-148,  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives approved  legislation  fash- 
ioned after  my  bill  which  compensates 
private  landowners  for  losses  caused 
by  environmental  restrictions.  Now 
the  fight  moves  to  the  U.S.  Senate. 

My  legislation  guarantees,  among 
other  things,  the  following: 

—  prohibits  federal  agencies  which 
are  implementing  ESA  or  wetlands 
regulations  from  entering  private 
property  for  the  purpose  of  gathering 
information  without  written  consent 
from  the  owner. 

—  sets  up  an  administrative 
appeals  process  for  property  owners 
confi*onted  by  adverse  ESA  and  wet- 
lands rulings; 

—  requires  compensation  to  own- 
ers who  are  deprived  of  20  percent  or 
more  of  the  fair  market  value,  or  the 
economically  viable  use  of  any  portion 
of  their  property; 

—  gives  landowners  the  right  to 
force  the  federal  government  to  buy 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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WHWHWBIHH 


Don't  Let  Workers' 
Compensation 
Insurance  Cost  Tie 
Your  Business 
Down! 


^^ 


Call 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMPENSAT(ON  SELF   (NSURERS    FUND 


and  Cut  Those  Cost. 

(000)  349-3440 


'rr^^r^777r^rrTy7?y7??r7rr7r?7?r?77rr?7?7777???r??777r7'7rrr7?^7r7r^?7^7r7r?7?7rrr, 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE        (Continued  from  page  6) 

Florida  forecast  was   evaluated   and  yields.  The  delays  early    in  the  season 

resulted  in  no  change  to  production,  did  not  slow  the  harvest  as  much  as  antici- 

Cold  temperatures  in  Florida  for  early  pated  and  the  mills  are  expected  to  close  on 

February  did  not  affect  the  sugarcane  time  this  year 

WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  SUPPLY  AND  DEMAND  ESTIMATES 

Approved  by  the  World  Agricultural  Outlook  Board         WASDE-300  •  March  10, 1995 

SUGAR:  U.S.  sugar  production  in  fiscal  year  1994/95  is  projected  at  8.24  million  short  tons, 
raw  value,  unchanged  from  last  month.  Imports  under  quota  in  1993/94  are  increased,  which 
means  less  sugar  can  enter  under  quota  in  1 994/95.  "Other"  imports  of  sugar  in  1 994/95  are 
revised  down  because  imports  under  the  refined  sugar  reexport  programs  are  being  delayed 
to  take  advantage  of  lower  future  prices  for  world  market  raw  sugar  scheduled  for  1996  deliv- 
ery. Ending  stocks  include  approximately  311,000  tons  of  "blocked  stocks"  that  cannot  be 
marketed  in  the  United  States  because  of  domestic  marketing  allotments. 


WASDE-300-11 

U.S.  Sugar  Supply  and  Use' 

Item 

1992/93 

1993/94 
Estimate 

1994/95  Projections 

February  | 

March 

1,000  short  tons,  raw  value 

Beginning  stocks^ 

1,477 

1,704 

1.338 

1,338 

Production'  ' 

7,838 

7,677 

8.240 

8,240 

Beet  Sugar 

4,392 

4,090 

4,650 

4,650 

Cane  Sugar 

3,446 

3,587 

3,590 

3,590 

Imports' 

2,039 

1,772 

1.972 

1,855 

Under  quota' 

1,335 

1.113 

1,457 

1,390 

Other* 

704 

659 

515 

465 

Total  supply 

11,354 

11,153 

11,550 

11,433 

Exports'  ' 

405 

454 

510 

510 

Donnestic  deliveries' 

9,197 

9,333 

9,430 

9,430 

Donnestic  food  use 

9,034 

9,174 

9,255 

9,255 

Other^ 

163 

159 

175 

175 

Miscellaneous^ 

48 

28 

0 

0 

Use,  total 

9,650 

9,815 

9.940 

9,940 

Ending  stocks'   ' 

1,704 

1,338 

1,610 

1,493 

Stocks  to  use  ratio 

17.7 

13.6 

16.2 

15.0 

'  Fiscal  years  beginning  Oct.  1.  Includes  Puerto  Rico. 

^  Historical  data  are  from  CFSA,  "Sweetener  Market  Data." 

'  Production  in  1994/95  is  Interagency  Sugar  Estimates  Committee  forecast. 

*  Actual  arrivals  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  with  late  entries  and  quota  overfills  assigned  to  the  fiscal  year 
in  which  they  actually  arrived.  Forecast  imports  under  quota  in  1994/95  assume  a  shortfall  of  120,000 
tons  from  the  quotas  covering  fiscal  years  1993,  1994,  and  1995. 

'  Quota  exempt  imports  (for  reexport,  for  polyhydric  alcohol,  from  Canada,  and  high-duty). 

•  Mostly  reexports. 

^  Transfer  to  sugar  containing  products  for  reexport,  for  nonedible  alcohol,  and  feed. 
"  Residual. 

"  Includes  approximately  258,000  tons  of  beet  sugar  and  53,000  tons  of  cane  sugar  in  excess  of 
marketing  allotments  in  1994/95.  The  stocks  to  use  ratio  without  the  "blocked  stocks"  is  11 .9  percent. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE        (Continued  from  page  12) 

United  States:  Sugar  Supply  and  Use,  Fiscal  Years. 
(1,000  Short  Tons,  Raw  Value) 


Item 

1992/93 

1993/94 

1993/94 

1994/95 

1994/95 

Annual 

February 

March 

February 

March 

Beginning  Stocks 

1,477 

1,704 

1,704 

1,338 

1.338 

Total  Production 

7,838 

7,677 

7,677 

8,240 

8.240 

Beet  sugar 

4,392 

4,090 

4,090 

4,650 

4,650 

Cane  sugar 

3,446 

3,587 

3,587 

3,590 

3,590 

Total  Imports 

2,039 

1,772 

1,772 

1,972 

1,855 

Under  Quota 

1,335 

1,046 

1,113 

1,457 

1,390 

Oct.-Dec. 

171 

193 

193 

241 

241 

Jan.-Sep. 

1,164 

853 

920 

1,216 

1.149 

Canada  &  Hi-Tariff 

40 

56 

56 

50 

50 

For  reexport 

601 

641 

641 

450 

400 

For  Polyh  Alcohol 

10 

16 

16 

15 

15 

Puerto  Rico 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Stat  Adjustment 

53 

13 

(54) 

0 

0 

Total  Supply 

11,354 

11,153 

11,153 

11,550 

11.433 

Total  Exports 

405 

454 

454 

510 

510 

Reexports 

397 

432 

432 

470 

470 

Puerto  Rico 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Exports 

10 

30 

30 

40 

40 

Stat  Difference 

(2) 

(8) 

(8) 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous 

48 

28 

28 

0 

0 

CCC  Domes  Not  Food 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Stat  Adjustment 

48 

28 

28 

0 

0 

Total  Deliveries 

9,197 

9,333 

9,333 

9,430 

9.430 

Reexport  Products 

148 

143 

143 

160 

160 

Polyhy  Alcohol 

15 

16 

16 

15 

15 

Feed  Use 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Domes  Food  &  Bev. 

9.034 

9.174 

9,174 

9,255 

9.255 

Total  Use  (EX+MIS+DEL) 

9,650 

9.815 

9.815 

9,940 

9.940 

Ending  Stocks 

1.704 

1.338 

1,338 

1,610 

1,493 

Private 

1.704 

1.332 

1.332 

1.610 

1.493 

CCC 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

Total  Distribution 

11,354 

11,153 

11.153 

11,550 

11.433 

Stocks— Total  Use  Ratio 

17,660 

13.630 

13.630 

16,200 

15,020 

APRIL,  1995 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE        (  Continued  from  page  13) 

BLOCKED  STOCKS  CALCULATION       (March  10, 1995) 


Beet 

Cane 

Total 

(+)  Production 
H  Allotment 
(-)  Exports 

TOTAL 

4,650.0 

4,352.4 

40.0 

257.6 

3,590.0 

3,536.6 

0.0 

53.4 

8,240.0 

7,889.0 

40.0 

311.0 

************************lJtfQpKQUCCT******************** 

March,  1995 
SUGAR  PRODUCTION  FORECAST,  1994/95  (FISCAL  YEAR) 
AREA        AREA        AREA        YIELD         RAW        RECOV 
TOTAL        SEED       SUGAR  MATERIAL     (AVG) 


RAW 
SUGAR 


FLORIDA 

445.0 

17.0 

428.0 

35.3 

15,120 

12.14% 

1,836 

LOUISIANA 

380.0 

28.0 

352.0 

24.0 

8,448 

12.07% 

1.020 

TEXAS 

43.8 

1.3 

42.5 

30.6 

1,301 

10.07% 

131 

HAWAII 

53.0 

3.0 

50.0 

88.6 

4,430 

12.28% 

544 

P.  RICO 

31.0 

1.0 

30.0 

18.7 

560 

8.04% 

45 

TOTAL 

952.8 

50.3 

902.5 

33.1 

29,859 

11.97% 

3,576 

FROM  BEETS 

1,443.1 

22.2 

32,008 

14.30% 

4,577 

FROM  MOLASSES,  NET 

235 

TOTAL 

15.03% 

4,812 

GRAND  TOTAL 

8,398 

Area  &  yield  from  MASS  (Jan.  Crop,  Production).  Cane  recoveries  are  5  yr.  Olympic  averages 
except  LA  which  is  derived  from  Cane  League  sugar  prod,  estimate.  Beet  sugar  recovery  is  pro- 
jected 1982-93  linear  trend.  Desugaring  of  molasses  is  ISEC  estimate. 

**************************** 


************************ 


FINAL 
March,  1995 
SUGAR  PRODUCTION  FORECAST,  1994/95  (FISCAL  YEAR) 


AREA 

AREA 

AREA 

YIELD 

RAW 

RECOV 

RAW 

TOTAL 

SEED 

SUGAR 

MATERIAL 

(AVG) 

SUGAR 

FLORIDA 

445.0 

17.0 

428.0 

35.3 

15,120 

12.17% 

1,840 

LOUISIANA 

380.0 

28.0 

352.0 

24.0 

8,448 

12.07% 

1.020 

TEXAS 

43.8 

1.3 

42.5 

30.6 

1,301 

11.15% 

145 

HAWAII 

53.0 

3.0 

50.0 

88.6 

4,430 

12.19% 

540 

P.  RICO 

31.0 

1.0 

30.0 

18.7 

560 

8.04% 

45 

TOTAL 

952.8 

50.3 

902.5 

33.1 

29,859 

12.02% 

3,590 

FROM  BEETS 

1,443.1 

22.2 

32,008 

13.79% 

4,415 

FROM  MOLASSES,  NET 

235 

TOTAL 

14.53% 

4,650 

GRAND  TOTAL 

8,240 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE    (Continued  from  page  5) 


staff,  and  board  members  to  be  aware 
of  your  thoughts  as  to  what  we  should 
be  doing  on  your  behalf  (research, 
political,  etc.);  or,  for  that  matter,  what 
you  feel  we  may  not  be  doing  for  you. 


Express  your  feelings  or  direct  your 
comments  to  a  board  member  or  call 
the  League  office  directly.  Your  input  is 
desired.  This  is  your  organization! 
Don't  be  modest! 


CfiNE  TRfiCTOR  PfiRTS 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts.  Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop  Tractor  Parts,  Tires, 
Rebuild  Clutches,  Crank  Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment  &  Salvage  Tractors. 


Hwy.  90 
Jeanerette,  LA 


Toll  Free  1-800-259-3453        (318)  276-3453        (318)  276-6230  j 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR.  TRUCK.  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•24-HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•TRUCK TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRL 
7:30  AM -1:00  PM  SAT 

1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY. 
THIBODAUX 


STOP 


YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269       (504)  447-2696 
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BAYOU  SERVICE  CO..  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA     318-229-6415 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foilcs  Who  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

(^x^        ^  We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 

Give  us  a  call. 


LESTER  SIMON 
New  Iberia  •  (318)  364-0217 


^ 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 

Thibodaux  •  (504)  446-9450 
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FARM  NOTES        (Continued  from  page  8) 


yield  loss,  diagnosis,  and  disease 
transmission. 

Jeff  Hoy,  LAES,  Baton  Rouge,  LA; 
Evaluation  of  leaf  scald  resistance  in 
Louisiana,  sugarcane  varieties;  evalu- 
ation of  resistance  to  stalk  rots  and 
factors  affecting  disease  severity;  com- 
parison of  infection  and  spread  of 
ratoon  stunting  disease  in  Louisiana 
sugarcane  varieties. 

Paul  Templet,  Nicholls  State 
University,  Thibodaux,  LA;  The  effects 
of  foliar  ftingal  diseases  on  Louisiana 
sugarcane  varieties. 

Jim  Griffin,  LAES,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA;  Weed  control  in  sugarcane. 

Edward  Richard,  USDA-ARS, 
Houma,  LA;  Development  of  manage- 
ment strategies  for  the  control  of  john- 
songrass  and  bermudagrass. 

PROCESSING 

John  Collier,  LAES,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA;  Geotextiles  and  textiles  from 
sugar  cane  rind. 

Donal  Day,  LAES,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA;  New  products. 

Harold  Birkett,  LAES,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA;  Milling  project. 

Arch  Hill,  University  of  South- 
western Louisiana,  Lafayette,  LA;  On- 
line calculation  of  evaporator  heat 
transfer  coefficients. 

Michael  Saska,  LAES,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA;  Decolorization  of  ultrafil- 
tered  sugarcane  juice  with  nanofiltra- 
tion  membranes. 

CROP  REPORT 

As  of  this  writing  on  March  15, 
1995,  much  of  the  industry  has  still 
not  experienced  severe  or  even  moder- 
ate freezing  temperatures.  There  is 
much  green  in  the  above  groimd  shoots 
that  are  showing  at  this  time  through- 
out much  of  the  cane  belt.  Stands  from 
last  fall  are  still  alive  in  many  fields 


and  are  generally  in  good  shape.  In  the 
more  northern  area,  freezing  tempera- 
tures have  killed  top  growth  although 
the  cane  is  generally  in  good  shape. 
While  the  weather  this  year  has  been 
warmer  than  normal  it  has  been 
slightly  dryer  than  normal  with 
January  and  February  recording  less 
than  two- thirds  of  the  rainfall  norm  in 
the  Thibodaux  area.  March,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  been  wetter  than  nor- 
mal with  50%  more  rainfall  falling  in 
the  first  15  days  than  the  monthly 
norm  in  the  Thibodaux  area.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  rainy  spell  will  not 
adversely  affect  the  cane  stands  that 
are  currently  showing.  With  the  indus- 
try off  to  a  good  start,  it  is  hoped  that 
good  weather  will  be  seen  in  the  next 
few  months  so  cultivation  and  fertil- 
ization can  proceed  to  allow  the  indus- 
try to  achieve  the  maximum  from  this 
crop. 


LASERPLAIUE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane  - 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Contruction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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PROPERTY  RIGHTS  BATTLE        (Continued  from  page  10) 


their  property  if  it  has  been  devalued 
by  50  percent  or  more. 

It's  simple  and  constitutionally- 
protected  concept.  Whether  the  gov- 
ernment wants  your  property  to  build 
a  road  or  to  preserve  a  wetlands,  the 
intent  of  our  founding  fathers  is  clear: 
If  you  take  it,  pay  for  it! 

The  Private  Property  Owners  Bill 
of  Rights  re-awakens  America's  com- 
mitment to  the  concept  of  private  own- 
ership of  property  Our  nation's  great- 
ness arises  in  large  part  from  the 
opportunities  afforded  by  the  use  and 
ownership  of  private  property. 

Our  government  should  be  encour- 
aging, not  discouraging  such  owner- 
ship. When  the  landowner  is  denied 
the  right  to  use  his  or  her  Isind  for  an 
activity  that  otherwise  would  be  harm- 
less, I  believe  a  "taking"  has  occurred. 
And  it's  wrong  —  both  morally  and 
legally 

The  Fifth  Amendment  of  our  Con- 
stitution clearly  states,  "nor  shall  pri- 
vate property  be  taken  for  public  use 
without  just  compensation."  End  of 
sentence!  The  Fifth  Amendment  does 
not  go  on  to  say,  "except  in  the  case  of 
an  endangered  species,  or  except  in  the 
case  of  a  wetlands. 

It's  time  to  draw  the  line.  For  too 
long  now,  the  federal  government  has 
been  trampling  on  the  rights  of  private 


inStSjf  ^jsggf^ 


EQUIPMESr  RENTAL 


TRACK-HOE  EXCAVATORS 

EQUIPPED  WITH  CLEAN-OUT  BUCKHS 

RENTAL  BY  THE  WEEK  OR  MONTH 

(504)  752-7827  (STAR) 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 


property  owners,  resulting,  finally,  in  a 
landmark  U.S.  Supreme  Court  de- 
cision. In  Dolan  vs.  Tigard,  a  majority 
of  Supreme  Court  Justices  ruled  that 
private  property  rights  are  on  par  with 
individual  rights,  which  are  protected 
under  the  Constitution's  First  and 
Fourth  Amendments.  It  was  a  huge 
victory  for  all  land  owners.  For  the 
first  time  in  more  than  50  years,  the 
Supreme  Court  said  succinctly  that 
private  property  rights  are  just  as 
sacred  as  the  rights  of  free  speech, 
press  and  religion.  Amen! 

Opponents  have  criticized  my 
motives  for  sponsoring  the  Private 
Property  Owners  Bill  of  Rights  and 
distorted  my  position.  They  say  I'm 
trying  to  protect  big  oil  companies  or 
big  timber  companies.  My  answer  is 
this:  they  don't  need  my  help.  They 
have  the  resources  to  fight  the  federal 
government  in  court.  But  most  work- 
ing Americans  do  not.  How  many  peo- 
ple in  Louisiana  can  afford  to  take  a 
10-year,  &500,000  trip  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court?  These  are  the  people 
we're  trying  to  protect.  Clearly,  the  fed- 
eral bureaucracy  has  become  our  mas- 
ter rather  than  our  servant. 

But  American  property  owners, 
long  under  siege  from  lousy  laws  and 
repressive  regulations,  are  fighting 
back.  The  vote  on  March  3  was  only 
the  beginning! 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 
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Special  Bicentennial  Edition  Of  '*From  The  Sugar  Bowl' 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.   Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is  


Name  _ 
Address . 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl.   (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s.) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


Special.  Volume  Prices  avaiuable  upon  request 


m 


You're  running  a  business,  and  it  stiould  be  profitable. 

Advantages:  Total  1 00%  right  off  •         ^^  Call  for 

FREE  maintenance  •  You  just  add  fuel      ^^  Low 

•  Know  your  cost  in  advance  i\£whollai\d  Rental  Cost 

^'Ui^Jedc^mce  /93S 


(B 


INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


HOUMA  BROUSSARD  BATON  ROUGE 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST.  3811  Hwy.  90  East  5810  Airline  Hwy. 
504/876-2280                  318/837-2763  504/355-7716 

800/969-0068  800/960-0067  800/960-0069 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  Hi-Crop  JD  4430  and  JD  4230;  12'  Grader  Blade  on  Wheels;  JD  17'  Disc  635. 
Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774  in  St.  Martinville,  LA  in  Parks. 


FOR  SALE:  4-Wheel  Drive  Tractor,  runs  good  —  $1,200;  Int'l  1086  Hi-Clearance  Tractor, 
new  engine  and  tires  —  $8,500;  Rear-end  and  Hi-lo  Box  for  L-16  J  &  L  Cane  Loader  — 
$500;  3-row  Chopper  —  $2,000;  Used  Tires  18.4  x  34  —  23.1  x  26  —  23.1  x  30  —  1400. 
X  24  —  $100.  Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at  (318)  229-8409  or  (318)  229-4971. 


FOR  SALE:  1  Prentice  Transloader  w/D-311  Cat.  engine  on  Int'l  Truck  —  $5,000;  1  Woods 
6  ft.  Bushhog  —  $500;  1  —  Planters-aid  Wagon  —  $1,000;  1  —  Cane  Shaver  —  $200;  1 
—  Int'l  3-Bottomflush  Plow  —  $250.  Call  Harvey  Gautreaux  at  (504)  526-8640. 


FOR  SALE:  2  ea.  Lilliston  3-row  Cultivators  —  $800;  Subsoiler  3-row  —  $400;  Landleveler 
—  $1,500;  Set  Cane  Carts  —  $7,500;  Thompson  Loader  —  $2,500.  Call  Larry  M. 
Thibodeaux,  Parks,  LA  at  (318)  845-4549  after  7  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  4955  MFWD,  3,200  hrs.  (5,000  hr.  5  yr.  warranty)  —  $58,500;  JD  3255, 
2,400  hrs.  MFWD  —  $35,000;  JD  4560  MFWD,  2,400  hrs.  —  $58,500;  1985  Mitsubishi  230 
Excavator  Digging  &  "V"  Bucket  —  $29,000;  1  —  1989  Freight  Liners,  9-speed  Detroit 
Series,  60  eng.  excellent  condition  —  $17,000.  Call  Eric  Hebert  at  (318)  879-7932  (day  - 
leave  message)  or  (318)  879-  2494  (night). 


FOR  SALE:  966  Hl-Clearance  Tractor  and  8,000  gal.  Fuel  Tank.  Call  (318)  365-5368  after 
6  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  Cameco  4-wheel  Drive  Left  Hand  Loader  —  $45,000.  Call  (504) 
446-8531. 


FOR  SALE:  JD  Hl-crop  4020  Power  Shift  —  $8,000;  Thompson  Hercules  Loader  to  fit  Hi- 
crop  Tractor.  Call  (318)  346-2756. 


FOR  SALE:  5020  JD  recently  overhauled;  Lilliston  Cultivator  3-row  w/15"  gauge  Wheels. 
Call  (318)  828-0946. 


FOR  SALE:  LI  600  Field  Loader  Cameco  with  piler.  Cameco  One-row  Harvester  Husky 
Brute  Transloader  on  Truck.  Call  Paul  Gremillion  at  (318)  346-6406. 


FOR  SALE:  Two  fully  automatic  Cane  Planters.  One  Log  Hog  Transit  Loader  w/new  JD 
power  unit.  Call  Frank  Sotile  at  (504)  473-7954  or  (504)  473-7042. 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  1986  Broussard  2-row  Cane  Harvester,  3306  Caterpillar  Engine,  all  hydraulic 
updates  included.  Field  ready,  contact  Todd  Andre  at  (504)  627-5837  or  (504)  627-6666. 


FOR  SALE:  Six  (6)  Direct  Haul  Cane  Wagons,  Chain  Net,  Tandem  Axles  with  Motor 
Grader  Tubless  Tires.  Built  by  Bayou  Service  Co.  in  1989.  will  consider  trade  for  Tandem 
Wagons.  Herman  Boudreaux  &  Sons,  Inc.  (504)  369-7828  (Larry)  or  (504)  369-6282 
(Jerry). 

FOR  SALE:  9170  Duetz-Allis  Front-Wheel  assist  Tractor.  Good  Condition.  Call  David 
Segura  at  (318)  367-7783  (office)  or  (318)  364-4115  (home). 


FOR  SALE:  1981  Hydrostatic  Thompson  Harvester  —  Remodeled.  Call  Leo  Gaubert  at 
(504)446-6817. 


FOR  SALE:  8  yr.  old  Cameco  2-row  Harvester.  Excellent  Condition  —  $85,000.  Contact 
Jackie  Judice  at  (318)  365-1787  or  (318)  828-0205. 


FOR  SALE:  J  &  L  Cane  Harvester  Caterpillar  Engine  311  —  $3,000,  good  condition  with 
extra  parts;  Case  830  Tractor,  Butane  Engine  —  $2,000,  good  condition  (with  extra  parts); 
Allis  Chalmer  Tractor,  D-45  engine  with  drain  cleaner  —  $1 ,500.  Call  David  Judice  Farms, 
Inc.  at  (318)  229-4292. 


FOR  SALE:  1 980  —  7045  Allis  Chalmer  -  C  &  A,  Hi-crop  1 980  JD  4840  C  &  A,  1 983  Heston 
766D  4-WD  Cab,  1990  —  La  Cane  Loader  4-WD  C  &  A,  1975  Huskey  100  Transloader  — 
JD  Engine,  4  Transloader  Wagons  —  All  Good  Condition.  1981  —  Thompson  Harvester 
Front  Wheel  Assist  with  new  front  Pick-up  JD  Eng,  2  —  Thompson  3-row  Cultivator  with  Off- 
Bar,  16  ft.  Chisel,  Thompson  Double  Set  Single  Row  Cultivator  with  Rollers.  Call  Bobby 
Walker,  Hwy.  1,  Larose,  LA  at  (504)  693-6000  (day)  or  (504)  798-5884  (night). 


"Precision 
Cliemical 
Controi" 


PENN-TEX 

L  Helicopters,  Inc.    J^ 

Jeanerette,  LA  •  31 8-276-7303 
Raceland,  LA  •504-537-4333 


Croomat 


JEANEREHE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUUOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-W81 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 

long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 

FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 

the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 

loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  Soutii  Louisiana 
~         Baton  Rouge  Opelousas  ^ 


LATMDB7\T^K 


(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461  .s^'. 


LENDER 

10/93) 


3-D  CHEMICALS.  INC 

specializing  in 

Quality  Built  Spray  Units 


•  available  with  200  or  300 
gallon  tanks 

•  sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

•  Hydraulic  arms  with  break 
away  design 

•  3  or  5  row  manifold 

•  PTO  or  dyraulic  pump 

•  uses  spraying  systems 
components 


nm 
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Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 
For  more  information  call 

(318)  394-4801   or  1-800-732-3787 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

[J  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

[J  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  re- 
move my  name  from  your  mailing 
Hst. 


Name 


Address. 


City 


State. 


Zip 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

PO.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302-0938 


For  changes  in  present  subscription, 
address  imprint  from  front  cover 
must  be  attached. 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

Independently  Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 
Crop  Management         •  Pest  Scouting 
RSD  Testing  •  Soil  Testing 

•  Other  Services 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  BS.  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Office/Home  Phone  &  FAX  (504)  446-3520 

Mobile  (504)449-6170 


THE 
SaQ^R  BaiLETIN 

206  E.  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaox,  Ul  70301 

(504)  448-3707 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 

•  FULLY  AUTOMATIC* 
•  ALL  HYDRAULIC  • 

7'  X  25'  Carrying  Capacity 
•  15  ACRES  PER  DAY  PROVEN  • 

SIMPLE  •  RUCCED  •  REUABLE 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  —  CONVERSIONS  OF 
EXISTING  PLANTER'S  AIDS  TO 
FULLY  AUTOMAT 


Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  LA  By 

HEARNE  CONSULTING  INC. 

To  place  your  order  call 

318-942-8180        FAX  318-942-8377 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.SA.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 
P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

1167  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASED! 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 
John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  U  70807 

DUPLANTBER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,&MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  U  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  U  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
9357  Interiine  Ave.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 


LOUISUNA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISUNA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCUTION 
1010  Florida  Bvld.  Baton  Rouge,  U  70802 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  U  70737 

MONSANTO 

800N.  Lindbergh  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charies  St.  Houma,  U  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East  Broussard,  LA  70518 

5810  Airline  Hwy.        Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

OUACHITA  FERTH^IZER 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E. 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENCAGCO. 

P.O.  Box  12014 

Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

P.O.  Box  340 

Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  81189 

Lafayette,  U  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE  CO.  INC. 
P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orieans,  U  70160 

SOUTHLAND  TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 
421  W.  Railroad         Church  Point,  U  70525 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607  St.  Martinville,  U  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orieans,  LA  70130 


he  Sugar  Bulletin 
D6  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
hiibodaux,  La.  70301 


^.;,r«"»UBE   L«         70803 


BULK  RATE 

U.  S.  POSTAGE 

1 

PAID 

"RMITNO.  43 

! 

bodaux,  La. 

The  Sugar 

.1. 

Bulletin 


OFFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 


SiMS!S^MSMS^^^^^^^^!^^SMSMSMSS^j^MS!SMSMSMS!^SiS 


I 

i 
I 


[GlirgjRjRJrHjRJrHJfHJRJraJrgirHirgJRiplfs 


In  This  Issue 

UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by  Charlie  Melancon 4 

WASHINGTON  UPDATE  with  Don  Wallace    5 

FARM  NOTES  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 6 

THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE 

by  Tom  &  Linda  Spradley    8 

ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE 

by  James  F.  Coerver 9 

SPEECH  BY  CHARLES  THIBAUT 

BEFORE  THE  NEW  YORK  SUGAR  CLUB  ....    10 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS 23 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 


BIglBIBlBlBElBIBMBIBIBJBIBIBIBMBIBIBIBIBlBlBIEI 


Vol.  73  -  No.  8 


MAY,  1995 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


Charles  J.  Melancon,  Editor/President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Vice-President  and  Director  of  Research 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

John  Constant,  Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens,  Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron,  III,  Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative: 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
7612  Picardy  Suite  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 
Phone:   (504)766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 

206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)448-3707 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Raceland,  LA 

Vice-Chairman 
Charles  J.  Melancon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

President  and  General  Manager 
Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Vice-President  and  Director  of  Research 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 

Vice-President  —  Government  Relations 
Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Secretary 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Treasurer 


Henry  Adolph,  Napoleonville,  LA 

David  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 

J.G.  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads,  LA 

Branan  B.  "Bert"  Beyt,  Jenerette,  LA 

Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  LA 

F.  Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  LA 

Craig  Cailher,  Franklin,  LA 

Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Warren  J.  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

George  "Scrap"  Hymel,  Gramercy,  LA 

Jackie  Judice,  Iberia,  LA 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 

Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

A.J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  LA 


D.C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Michael  G.  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens,  LA 
WiDiam  S.  Patout,  III,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Frank  Pearce,  Maringouin,  LA 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  LA 
R.L.  "Bobby"  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  LA 
Mel  Shudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  LA 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  LA 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


CAMECO  PRESENTS 


A  FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE  CANE  TRACTOR 

thai  is: 

Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4  X  38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  with  Bumper 

For  More  Details  Coritact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
Phone  (504)447-7285 
FAX  (504)447-5735 


400  South  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-6314 


MAY,  1995 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charlie  Melancon 

Clip  this  out  and  memorize 


Economy  sweetened  by  $26.2  billion 
Fcicts  from  Landell  Mills  Study 


The  debate  will  soon  begin  on  the 
1995  farm  bill  in  the  committees  of 
Congress.  The  new  Congress  wants  all 
policies  to  be  justified  as  important  to 
the  people  of  the  country.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  summary  of  key  points  you  will 
want  to  make  in  explaining,  promoting 
and  defending  sugar  policy. 

Tear  out  these  points  and  keep 
them  handy  for  discussion  at  the  coffee 
shop  or  wherever  you  run  into  the 
uninformed. 

Louisiana  Facts 

•  Louisiana  still  remains  principally  a 
family  farming  state. 

•  Over  700  growers  harvesting  over 
350,000  acres  annually  in  over  20 
parishes. 

•  32,000  plus  jobs  in  cane  farming, 
milling,  refining  and  its  ancillary 
vendors. 

•  $1.7    billion    economic    impact    to 

Louisiana  economy,  annually. 

Consumer  Benefits: 

•  U.S.  consumers  use  16.4  million 
tons  of  sweeteners  per  year. 

•  U.S.  consumers  depend  on  a  reliable 
supply  of  this  essential  ingredient. 

•  U.S.  consumers  want  stable  and 
reasonable  prices. 

•  U.S.  consumers  pay  15  percent  less 
for  sugar  than  the  average  con- 
sumer around  the  world,  and  25 
percent  less  than  consumers  in 
developing  countries. 

•  U.S.    consumers   experienced   their 


highest  prices  when  no  sweetener 
policy  was  in  place  in  1974-75  and 
1980-81. 
Taxpayer  Benefits: 

•  U.S.  taxpayers  have  had  a  policy 
that  operates  at  no  net  cost  since 
1985. 

•  U.S.  treasury  received  $137.5  mil- 
lion from  the  U.S.  sugar  industry  in 
special  marketing  assessments  over 
the  last  five  years  to  help  reduce  the 
federal  deficit. 

•  U.S.  taxpayers  spend  $500-$700 
million  less  each  year  on  com  defi- 
ciency pa3nnents  because  680  mil- 
lion bushels  are  made  into  sweet- 
ener. 

Economic  Benefits: 

•  U.S.  economy  enjoys  $25.2  billion  in 
added  economic  activity  because  of 
the  U.S.  sweetener  industry. 

•  U.S.  jobs  are  increased  by  420,000 
by  the  sweetener  industry. 

•  U.S.  trade  deficit  is  reduced  by  $3.4 
billion  by  using  corn  sweetener 
instead  of  importing  foreign  sugar. 

•  U.S.  sugar  production  reduces  the 
production  of  other  surplus  crops  or 
other  specialty  crops  (potatoes,  dry 
beans,  etc.) 

Industry  Efficiency: 

•  U.S.  sweetener  producers'  costs  are 
lower  than  half  of  all  sugar  pro- 
duced in  the  world. 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


Glickman  Confirmed  as  Secretary 

of  Agriculture,  Supports 

Commodity  Programs 

Former  Kansas  Congressman  Dan 
Glickman  was  sworn  in  as  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  on  March  30,  1995,  follow- 
ing approval  of  the  U.S.  Senate.  As  an 
example  of  his  commitment  to  agricul- 
ture, Glickman  immediately  an- 
nounced he  would  be  holding  six  rural 
forums,  beginning  April  17  in 
California  and  ending  April  25  in 
Ames,  Iowa  with  a  White  House 
National  Rural  Conference  presided 
over  by  President  Clinton.  "We  want  to 
hear  what  rural  Americans  have  to 
say.  We  will  incorporate  what  we  hear 
into  the  Administration's  proposal  for 
the  1995  Farm  Bill." 

Citing  deep  agricultural  budget 
cuts  throughout  the  80's  Glickman 
stated  before  the  House  Appropri- 
ations Committee  on  April  6  that  cuts 
to  USDA  programs  proposed  by  the 
Budget  Committee  would  have  a  dra- 
matic institutional  effect.  "The  '95 
farm  bill  should  keep  basic  U.S.  com- 
modity support  programs,  fully  fund 
USDA's  Conservation  Reserve  Pro- 
gram and  maintain  Export  Enhance- 
ment Program  (EEP)."  Noting  that  all 
commodity  programs  will  be  closely 
reviewed  as  Congress  rewrites  legisla- 
tion in  the  1995  Farm  Bill,  Glickman 
has  stated  he  sees  no  need  to  make 
"radical"  changes  in  the  U.S.  sugar 
program.  "I've  generally  supported  the 
sugar  program  over  the  years,  I  don't 
see  any  reason  to  radically  change  the 
program,"  he  told  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee  at  his  confir- 
mation hearing  in  March. 

He  further  warned  members  to 
consider  the  detrimental  impact  of  a 
proposed    20%    cut    in    agricultural 


research  which  is  recommended  in 
report  language  accompanying  the  tax 
cut  package. 

Sugar  defends  itself  against  first 
major  attack  in  Congress 

At  a  Press  Conference  on  March  29 
Congressmen  Dan  Miller  (R-FL)  and 
Charles  Schumer  (D-NY)  supported  by 
Republicans  and  Democrats  alike, 
including  Majority  leader  Dick  Armey 
(R-TX),  as  well  as  large  food  companies 
and  environmentalists  announced 
their  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  Sugar  Program,  effectively 
elimintating  USDA's  CCC  Loan 
Program,  producer  assessments  and 
marketing  allotments  for  both  sugar- 
beet  and  sugarcane.  Citing  a  1993 
GAG  report  that  claims  a  $1.4  billion 
cost  to  consumers.  Miller  called  the 
program  "the  sugar  daddy  of  corporate 
welfare"  that  benefits  a  small  number 
of  prosperous  sugar  companies. 
"Further,"  he  said,  "this  program 
makes  no  economic  sense  and  cannot 
be  justified." 

The  bill  was  immediately  de- 
nounced at  a  press  conference  by  a 
bipartisan  coalition  of  Representatives 
and  Senators  from  sugar-producing 
states  such  as  Louisiana,  Hawaii, 
Florida,  Minnesota  and  Texas.  Led  by 
freshman  Congressman  Mark  Foley 
(R-FL),  the  group  argued  that  "Our 
farmers  are  the  most  efficient  in  the 
world.  They  can  and  will  compete  with 
anyone  head  to  head  but  they  cannot 
be  asked  to  compete  with  foreign  gov- 
ernments" Congressman  Billy  Tauzin 
(D-LA)  added  "U.S.  sugar  policy  is  in 
place  as  a  response  to  practices  of  for- 
eign governments,  especially  in 
Europe  which  highly  subsidize  sugar 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

ASSCT  -  FIELD  CONDITIONS  -  RESEARCH  COUNCIL  -  SUGAR  CLASSES 


The  Joint  Louisiana-Florida 
Divisions  of  the  American  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists  will  host 
their  twenty-fifth  annual  meeting  this 
June  14,  15  and  16  in  Fort  Walton, 
Florida.  Louisiana  President,  William 
Algu  of  Caldwell  Sugars  Co-op  in 
Thibodaux  along  with  Florida 
President,  Mike  Irey  of  U.S.  Sugars  in 
Clewiston,  will  preside  over  the  meet- 
ing. The  program  chairman  for  this 
year  is  Cade  Carter  of  the  USDA/ARS 
Soil  and  Water  Research  laboratory  at 
LSU.  An  informative  program  is  being 
prepared  with  many  interesting 
papers  on  both  agriculture  and  pro- 
cessing issues.  This  meeting  has 
always  provided  an  opportunity  for 
industry  members  from  the  cane  pro- 
duction states  to  get  together  and 
exchange  notes  about  science  matters 
and  general  industry  concerns.  This 
meeting  has  also  been  a  family  style 
meeting  and  many  new  acquaintances 
have  been  made  by  the  adults  and  the 
children  of  the  sugar  industry.  The 
meeting  has  been  good  for  the  national 
sugarcane  industry  in  the  past  and  it 
is  expected  that  it  will  continue  into 
the  future. 

Registration  information  for  the 
meeting  has  been  mailed  to  the  mem- 
bership. Further  information  on  the 
meeting  can  be  obtained  from  the 
League  office  or  directly  from  the 
ASSCT  Secretary- Treasurer,  Denver 
Loupe,  at  LSU. 

FIELD  CONDITIONS 

This  year  has  been  very  unusual 
because  of  the  warmer  than  normal 
temperatures  as  well  as  the  mix  of  dry 
and  then  wet  conditions.    As  reported 


in  previous  Bulletin  articles,  very  little 
cold  weather  was  experienced  this 
year  and  as  a  result  much  of  the  cane 
now  showing  came  through  the  winter 
with  no  killing  temperatures.  Addi- 
tionally, rainfall  during  January  and 
February  was  much  below  normal 
with  only  60%  of  the  normal  being 
recorded  at  the  League  Office  in 
Thibodaux.  March  and  early  April 
conditions  have  been  a  different  story, 
however.  The  March  rainfall  in 
Thibodaux  was  nearly  2.5  times  that  of 
normal  for  the  region.  April  has  had  a 
wet  beginning  with  extremely  heavy 
rainfall  throughout  much  of  the  cane 
belt  during  the  first  two  weeks.  Some 
sandy-land  field  work,  primarily  off- 
barring  and  herbicide  applications, 
have  been  accomplished  by  some  grow- 
ers during  the  dry  days  between  rains. 
Also,  some  application  of  fertilizer  has 
been  made,  especially  phosphorus  and 
potash.  At  the  present  time,  cane  is 
now  ready  for  nitrogen  application 
although  most  fields  are  currently  too 
wet.  The  Bayou  Teche  area  is  general- 
ly more  advanced  in  field  work  than 
the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi 
River  areas  because  of  rains  missed 
during  February. 

Although  many  fields  have  an  ade- 
quate stand,  dry  weather  at  this  time 
of  the  year  not  only  helps  in  cultivation 
but  also  provides  for  additional  tiller- 
ing and  evens  out  the  stands  of  cane 
that  are  present.  The  industry  normal- 
ly makes  its  best  stands  of  cane  when 
there  is  adequate  dry  weather  in  the 
spring  months.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
current  rainy  spell  will  soon  end  and 
return  to  a  more  normal  pattern.  If  the 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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THE  NEW  5230  MAXXUM: 

PROOF  THAT  LEADERSHIP 

NEVER  STANDS  STILi. 


Three  years  ago,  the  original  line  of 
Case  International  MAXXUM  trac- 
tors set  a  standard  for  the  mid-size 
class  that  is  yet  to  be  matched.  And 
now  that  standard  is  about  to  be 
raised.  ■  Introducing  the  new  5230 
MAXXUM— A  mid-size  tractor  that 
refuses  to  act  that  way.  With  the 
kind  of  deep,  reassuring  power 
reserves  that  fieldwork  demands.  A 
standard  16F/12R  transmission  that 
ensures  total  versatility.  And  a  list  of 
features  so  complete  that  no  job  will 
seem  out  of  reach.  ■  For  three  years, 
we've  compiled  your  suggestions 
regarding  the  original  MAXXUM 
line.  And  now  those  suggestions  are 
part  of  every  new  5230.  ■  You 
wanted  more  visiblity;  we  added 
exclusive  all-glass  doors.  You  asked 
for  easier  implement  attachment;  we 
added  ground-level  hitch  control. 
You  wanted  more  muscle;  we  added 
horsepower,  durability  and  effciency. 
All  in  all,  more  than  50  changes  have 
been  made.  ■  Stop  by  and  see  the 
new  5230  MAXXUM  today.  And 
bring  along  some  high  expectations. 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
{800)256-1950 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


5230  MAXXUM:  90  PTO  hp 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Huval  Tractor 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 


By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


The  Legislative  Session  convened 
on  March  27,  1995  and  must  adjourn 
no  later  than  6  p.m.  on  June  19,  1995. 
This  session  will  differ  from  prior  ses- 
sions in  that  some  new  rules  will  take 
effect. 

First  of  all,  this  session  will  be  gen- 
eral in  nature.  While  it  provides  for 
enactment  of  the  general  appropria- 
tions' bill  and  implementation  of  the 
capital  outlay  bill,  it  will  not  allow  any 
measure  lev3dng  or  authorizing  a  new 
tax,  increasing  an  existing  tax,  or  leg- 
islating with  regard  to  tax  exemptions, 
exclusions,  deductions,  reductions, 
repeals  or  credits.  The  55th  legislative 
day  is  the  deadline  for  third  reading 
and  final  passage,  which  will  leave  the 
last  few  days  of  the  session  for  concur- 
rences in  amendments  and  conference 
committee  hearings. 

The  new  rules  are  geared  toward 
making  the  session  a  bit  more  orga- 
nized. Also,  reserving  the  final  days  of 
the  session  for  concurrences  and  con- 
ference committees  should  eliminate 
some  of  the  problems  associated  with 
the  eleventh  hour  passage  of  bills  that 
has  occurred  in  the  past. 

Will  it  work?  We  hope  so,  because 
if  it  does,  it  will  bring  some  reform  to  a 
sometimes  chaotic  process.  Chaos  usu- 
ally does  not  benefit  good  government. 

Over  4,000  bills,  a  record  breaking 
number,  have  been  filed.  There  are  a 
couple  of  reasons  for  the  record  setting 
number  of  bills  that  have  been  filed. 
First,  last  year  was  the  first  year  the 
Legislature  worked  on  the  schedule 
where  they  only  considered  fiscal  and 
related  matters.  Therefore,  it  has  been 
two  years  since  legislators  have  been 
able  to  file  general  interest  bills,  and 


obviously,  there  is  a  lot  of  demand. 
Legislators  also  realize  that  it  will  be 
another  two  years  before  election  year 
and  the  record  number  of  bills  is  not 
all  that  surprising. 

The  Friday  prior  to  the  beginning 
of  the  session  was  the  final  day  to  pre- 
file  bills.  However,  each  legislator  is 
allowed  to  file  another  five  bills  (not 
including  the  big  money  bills)  prior  to 
April  25,  1995,  the  last  day  allowable 
under  the  new  rules  to  file  a  bill. 

MAIN  ISSUES 

The  emotional,  headline  issues 
this  session  appear  to  be  the  use  of  gill 
nets  (recreational  fisherman  don't 
want  them,  commercial  fisherman  do), 
local  option  vote  for  various  forms  of 
gambling,  and  the  Medicaid  problem. 

There  are  several  issues  that  could 
impact  the  sugar  industry,  including 
bills  that  deal  with  overweight  trucks, 
mandating  labels  on  foods  and  bever- 
ages that  specify  the  type  of  sugar  in 
the  product,  general  agriculture  bills, 
and  many  good  (and  bad)  worker's 
comp  bills. 

Watch  the  Sugar  Bulletin  and  your 
mail  for  Legislative  Alerts  on  these 
issues.  We  need  your  help  to  continue 
to  be  successful. 

REMINDER:  Tom  and  Linda  are 

at   the   Capital   every   day   that   the 

Legislature  is  in  Session.  Therefore,  if 

you  need  to  reach  us  immediately,  call 

TOM'S  PORTABLE  PHONE: 

504-335-8846 
LINDA'S  PORTABLE  PHONE: 
504-335-6228 

If  you  don't  need  us  immediately, 
please  call  the  office  (504)  766-1359 
and  leave  a  message.  We  will  get  back 
to  you  before  the  end  of  the  day. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerv^er,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants^  Inc. 

CHEMICAL  ACCIDENT  PREVENTION 


Information  on  the  Federal  OSHA 
"Process  Safety  Management  Rules" 
and  the  Federal  and  State  Rules  on 
"Chemical  Accident  Prevention"  were 
published  in  the  December  1992  and 
June  1994  issues  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin.  Sugar  mills  were  alerted 
that  a  December  10,  1994,  letter  from 
the  Louisiana  Department  of  Environ- 
mental Quality  (LDEQ)  directed  that 
air  emission  sources  (such  as  sugar 
mills)  having  "a  regulated  substance  in 
an  amount  greater  than  threshold 
quantities"  must  register  the  sub- 
stances immediately  and  pay  an  annu- 
al registration  fee.  Most  sugar  mills 
did  not  register  because  regulated  sub- 
stances, such  as  10,000  or  more 
pounds  of  anhydrous  ammonia  and/or 
2,500  or  more  pounds  of  liquid  chlo- 
rine, are  not  present  on  premises. 

On  March  22,  1995,  LDEQ  sent 
out  another  notice  to  register  and  pay 
fees,  advising  that  it  desired  a  written 
response  "even  if  your  facility  is  not 
subject  to  these  regulations."  There  is 
no  format  specified  for  the  response 
requested.  A  simple  statement  should 
suffice  if  submittal  of  a  registration 
form  and  fees  is  not  appropriate. 

In  answering  the  latest  request, 
the  matter  of  using  muriatic  acid  at 
sugar  mills  (for  dissolving  evaporator 
scale)  has  been  questioned.  The  rea- 
son for  the  question  is  because  a 
"threshold  quantity"  of  hydrochloric 
acid  (solution,  concentration  30  per- 
cent or  greater)  is  15,000  pounds.  The 
hydrochloric  (muriatic)  acid  solution 
now  received  at  sugar  mills  varies 
from  31.5-36  percent  according  to  the 


MSDS,  and  therefore  the  presence  of 
more  than  1,500  gallons  on  premises 
constitutes  a  "threshold"  amount. 

In  order  to  avoid  having  such  regu- 
lated substance  on  premises,  there  are 
several  options  available  to  sugar 
mills.  These  options  are: 

1.  Have  tankage  that  limits  the 
amount  of  muriatic  acid  present 
on  premises  to  1,500  gallons. 

2.  Require  chemical  suppliers  to 
deliver  acid  containing  less  than 
29.5  percent  hydrogen  chloride, 
and  to  provide  an  MSDS  reflect- 
ing this  limit.  The  cost  for  more 
dilute  acid  will  be  slightly 
greater,  but  the  material  can  be 
made  available  locally  if  the  pre- 
sent supplier  is  unable  to  de- 
liver. 

3.  Use  some  descaling  technique 
that  does  not  involve  a  "regu- 
lated" chemical. 

Dilution  of  concentrated  acid  at  a 
sugar  mill  is  not  a  practical  option. 
Dilution  of  a  hazardous  chemical  (30 
percent  hydrochloric)  on-site  would  be 
a  "process"  and  require  compliance 
with  OSHA  Process  Safety  Manage- 
ment Regulations. 

I  do  not  know  of  a  tried  and  proven 
alternative  method  of  descaling  evapo- 
rators, but  I  suggest  that  the  industry 
investigate  use  of  an  unregulated  sub- 
stance, liquid  carbon  dioxide.  Liquid 
carbon  dioxide  is  much  cheaper  than 
muriatic  acid,  and  reduces  corrosion 
and  water  pollution  problems  from 
chlorides  and  acid. 

The  best  advice  I  can  give  is  to  do 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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Speech  by  Charles  Thibaut 

Before  the  New  York  Sugar  Club 
March  28,  1995 


This  year  Louisiana  commemo- 
rates it's  200th  year  of  continuous 
sugar  production.  If  you  folks  want  to 
be  nice  -  we'll  accept  your  help  on 
securing  say  -  a  25^  loan  rate  as  a 
birthday  present.  I  guess  we  need  to 
stop  Shumar  and  Miller  first. 

We  in  Louisiana  think  200  years  of 
production  is  an  amazing  accomplish- 
ment and  is  a  testament  to  the  will  and 
ingenuity  of  thousands  of  farmers, 
workers,  mill  personnel  and  re- 
searchers. 

I've  been  asked  to  talk  to  you  today 
about  what  is  going  on  in  the  Louis- 
iana sugar  industry,  so  I'll  briefly  get 
into  what  production  has  been  and 
what  we  think  production  will  be  in 
1995  as  well  as  long-term  production 
trends.  We're  very  proud  of  our  re- 
search efforts  and  I'll  tell  you  a  little 
bit  about  that.  Also,  I'll  tell  you  what 
the  thinking  is  in  Louisiana  on  the 
renewal  of  the  Food  Security  Act  (or 
Farm  Bill)  this  summer. 

Last  year,  for  the  first  time  in  his- 
tory, Louisiana  produced  over  1  million 
tons  of  raw  sugar.  This  was  done  with 
the  help  of  some  very  good  weather- 
both  during  the  growing  season  and 
harvesting  season.  It  was  also  a  year 
that  was  preceded  by  a  mild,  dry  win- 
ter which  was  followed  by  an  early,  dry 
spring.  We  produced  this  sugar  with  a 
harvesting  of  352,000  acres-somewhat 
less  than  the  360,000  acres  harvested 
in  1993. 

1995  production  should  be  about 
the  same  or  slightly  higher  depending 
on  growing  and  harvesting  season 
weather.    We  are  past  the  date  for  a 


freeze,  but  Mother  Nature  has  blessed 
us  in  the  past  with  March  and  April 
frosts. 

Last  week  was  an  excellent  weath- 
er week  and  farmers  were  beginning  to 
"scratch  around,"  as  we  say.  The  mills 
are  busy  making  repairs  and  some  are 
still  shipping  sugar. 

At  this  time,  some  of  the  mills  in 
Louisiana  are  blocked  from  selling 
sugar  due  to  allotments.  We  anticipate 
that  reassignment  of  deficits  from 
other  states  will  allow  us  to  market 
most,  if  not  all,  of  our  sugar  in  this  fis- 
cal year. 

Now  lets  look  into  the  future  as  far 
as  production. 

There  are  a  lot  of  unknowns-the 
loan  rate,  the  existence  of  allotments, 
competing  crop  economics,  higher 
5delding  varieties,  more  efficient  har- 
vesting systems,  better  mill  efficien- 
cies, land  availability,  molasses  desug- 
arization,  production  of  white  sugar  at 
the  mill  level,  mill  closures,  mill  con- 
solidations and  of  course,  the  weather 
which  has  not  been  kind  to  us  the  last 
three  out  of  four  years. 

So  lets  make  some  assumptions 
and  predictions,  which  you  may  or  may 
not  agree  with,  just  for  fun. 

First,  the  loan  rate  will  not  be 
reduced.  Allotments  will  not  be  as  re- 
strictive as  in  the  past.  Louisiana  will 
develop  higher  yielding  varieties  and  a 
more  efficient  harvesting  system  that 
will  increase  per  acre  yields  by  40%. 

The  molasses  desugarization  pro- 
cess of  cane  molasses  will  be  refined 
and  a  10%  increase  in  sugar  yield  will 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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Heavy  Lifting  Power 
Plus  Clearance 
For  Cane 


John  Deere  7200  and  7400 
Hi-Crop  Tractors  lift  wide,  heavy 
bedders  and  cultivators  without 
hesitation.  Up  to  2,900  psi,  plus  a 
25.4-gpm  hydraulic  pump  option, 
lets  you  maintain  power  to  steer 
and  brake  while  you  lift.  Then, 
just  touch  a  rocker  switch  to 
return  the  tool  to  your  preset  depth. 


High  crop  clearance  matches 
your  needs,  with  better  than 
35  inches  under  each  axle.  And 
both  the  92-hp  7200  model  and 
100-hp  7400  have  John  Deere  diesel 
engines  that  provide  exceptional 
torque-rise  (36  percent  for  the  7400) 
for  continuous  power  and  pull  in 
soft,  bedded  soil  and  over  levees. 
Optional  Caster/Action' ' 
MFWD  adds  extra  pull 
with  a  tight  turning  radius. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co, 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)828-1332 
Melancon  Equipment,  inc. 
Lafayette,  LA 
(318)233-8645 
Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)446-5061 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)365-6667 
The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

New  Roads,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)638-4851  (504)473-986 

Quality  Equipment  Co. 
Kaplan,  LA 
(318)643-2249  M\ 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

•  U.S.  com  sweetener  is  the  lowest 
cost  sweetener  in  the  world. 

•  U.S.  beet  sugar  costs  rank  seventh 
lowest  of  31  beet  producing  coun- 
tries. 

•  U.S.  sugar  cane  costs  ranks  33rd 
among  cane  producing  countries. 

•  Combined  U.S.  sweetener  producers 
rank  11th  most  efficient  of  104 
sugar-producing  countries. 

Unfair  Foreign  Trade  Practices: 

•  Virtually  every  country  in  the  world 
has  a  sugar  policy,  a  single  marketer 
or  managed  market  to  stabilize 
prices  for  its  producers  and  con- 
sumers. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 
(504)  448-3707 


(Continued  from  page  4) 

•  Dumped  surplus  sugar  by  several 
producing  countries  severely  dis- 
torts world  trade  and  leaves  the 
world  sugar  market  the  most  unreli- 
able, unpredictable  and  most  vola- 
tile of  all  commodity  markets. 

•  If  no  export  subsidies,  import  tariffs 
or  internal  supports  existed  world- 
wide, U.S.  producers  could  compete 
and  win. 

•  The  GATT  agreement  will  have 
little,  if  any,  effect  on  European  sub- 
sidized exports. 

•  U.S.  sweetener  policy  is  a  proper 
response  to  these  unfair  foreign 
trade  practices. 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Please  clip  out  this 
column  and  save  it  for  future  refer- 
ence.) 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


^\W 


.  ^.^H> 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA      318-229-6415 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE     (Continued  from  page  5) 


producers   and   then   dump   surplus 
sugar  on  the  world  market." 

Representatives  of  the  U.S.  sugar 
industry  and  sugar  farmers  were  also 
on  hand  to  point  out  the  420,000  jobs 
created  by  the  domestic  sugar  industry 
as  well  as  sugar  at  almost  half  of  what 
consumers  pay  on  average  around  the 
world.  Said  Congressman  Jimmy 
Hayes  (D-LA)  "The  sugar  program 
doesn't  cost  the  taxpayers  a  dime  and 
helps  maintain  thousands  of  jobs  that 
in  turn  create  additional  taxpayers." 
He  further  added  "I  have  always  in  the 
past  and  will  in  the  future  continue  to 
oppose  efforts  to  decimate  agriculture 
in  this  country  that  are  based  on 
extreme  ideologies  and  ignorance 
instead  of  commom  sense." 

USDA  Announces  Quarterly  revision 

of  Sugar  Marketing  Allotments 

and  Allocations  for  FY  '95 

USDA  announced  marketing  allot- 
ments and  allocations  on  April  11, 
1995  for  the  third  quarter  of  FY  '95. 
Based  on  current  supply-demand  price 
situation,  reasonable  ending  stocks  are 
estimated  to  total  1,222  thousand 
short  tons,  up  50,000  tons  from 
December  estimates.  The  overall  allot- 
ment quantity  continues  unchanged  at 
7,889  TST.  Beet  sugar  accounts  for 
4,359.0  TST  or  55.25%  of  the  overall 
allotment  quantity,  up  eight  hun- 
dredths of  a  percent  from  December. 
Raw  cane  sugar  share  and  allotment 
decreased  a  like  amount  to  3,530.0 
TST  or  44.75%.  The  marginal  change 
in  beet/cane  shares  results  from  slight 
changes  in  '94  crop  cane  and  beet 
sugar  production  forecasts  and  slightly 
lower  cane  processing  capacity  as  a 
result  of  revised  cane  data  in  crop 
years  1989-93.    The  Department  also 


annoimced  a  reassignment  of  50  TST 
of  Hawaii  and  5  TST  of  Puerto  Rico 
allotments  to  processors  in  Florida, 
Texas  and  Louisiana.  Proportionate 
shares  relative  to  the  acreage  of  sugar- 
cane that  may  be  harvested  in 
Louisiana  for  sugar  or  seed  has  been 
re-estimated  at  117.72%  of  each  farm's 
sugarcane  acreage  base,  up  from 
113.44%. 

World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

US  Sugar  production  in  FY  '94/95 
is  projected  at  8.125  million  short  tons 
raw  value,  down  1.4%  from  last  month. 
Florida  has  completed  harvest  at  1.73 
million  tons,  down  110,000  from  last 
month's  forecast.  Puerto  Rico  is  low- 
ered 5,000  tons  to  40,000  tons. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 

•  FULLY  AUTOMATIC* 

*  ALL  HYDRAULIC  * 

7'  x25'  Carrying  Capacity 

*  15  ACRES  PER  DAY  PROVEN  * 

SIMPLE  •  RUCCED  •  RELIABLE 

ALSO  A  WA/LAfiLf-  CONVERSIONS  OF 

EXISTING  PLANTER'S  AIDS  TO 

FULLY  AUTOMATIC 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  LA  By 

HEARNE  CONSULTING  INC. 

To  place  your  order  call 

318-942-8180        FAX  318-942-8377 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE     (Continued  from  page  13) 


WASDE-301-11 

U.S.  Sugar  Supply  and  Use^ 

Item 

1992/93 

1993/94 
Estimate 

1994/95  Projections 

February 

March 

1,000  short  tons,  raw  value 

Beginning  stocks' 

1,477 

1,704 

1,338 

1,300 

Production'  ^ 

7.838 

7,677 

8,240 

8,125 

Beet  sugar 

4,392 

4,090 

4,650 

4.650 

Cane  sugar 

3,446 

3,587 

3,590 

3.475 

Imports' 

2,039 

1,772 

1,855 

1.855 

Under  quota'' 

1,335 

1,113 

1.390 

1.390 

Other* 

704 

659 

465 

465 

Total  supply 

11,354 

11,153 

11.433 

11.310 

Exports'  ^ 

405 

454 

510 

510 

Domestic  deliveries' 

9,197 

9,333 

9,430 

9,430 

Domestic  food  use 

9,034 

9,174 

9.255 

9.255 

Other^ 

163 

159 

175 

175 

Miscellaneous^ 

48 

28 

0 

0 

Use,  total 

9,660 

9,815 

9.940 

9,940 

Ending  stocks'  ^ 

1,704 

1,338 

1.493 

1,378 

Stocks  to  use  ratio 

17.7 

13.6 

15.0 

13.9 

Fiscal  years  beginning  Oct  1 .  Includes  Puerto  Rico. 

Historical  data  are  from  CFSA,  "Sweetener  Market  Data." 

Production  in  1994/95  is  Interagency  Sugar  Estimates  Committee  forecast. 

Actual  arrivals  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  with  late  entries  and  quota  overfills  assigned  to  the  fiscal 

year  in  which  they  actually  arrived.  Forecast  imports  under  quota  in  1994/95  assume  a  shortfall  of 

120,000  tons  from  the  quotas  covering  fiscal  years  1993,  1994,  and  1995. 

Quota  exempt  imports  (for  reexport,  for  polyhydric  alcohol,  from  Canada,  and  high-duty). 

Mostly  reexports. 

Transfer  to  sugar  containing  products  for  reexport,  for  nonedible  alcohol,  and  feed. 

Residual. 

Includes  approximately  258,000  tons  of  beet  sugar  in  excess  of  marketing  allotments  in  1994/95.  The 

stocks  to  use  ratio  without  the  "blocked  stocks"  is  11.3  percent. 


TnStssr  ^^^gp^ 


EQUtFM^NT  RENTAL 


TRACK-HOE  EXCAVATORS 

EQUIPPED  WITH  CLEAN-OUT  BUCKETS 

RENTAL  BY  THE  WEEK  OR  MONTH 

(504)  752-7827  (STAR) 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 


"Precision 
Chiemical 
Contror 


PENN-TEX 

J,   Helicopters,  Inc.    j^ 

Jeanerette,  LA  •  31 8-276-7303 
Raceland,  LA  •504-537-4333 
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fgPliWiHTIHWilijiW!!!^^ 


Don't  Let  Workers' 
Compensation 
Insurance  Cost  Tie 
Your  Business 
Down! 


^^- 


Call 


1^ 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMRENSATtaN    SELF    INSURERS    FUND 


and  Cut  Those  Cost. 

(800)  349-3440 


SWAW.y.V.w.V.w.w.V.w.V.V.v.v.y.vw^ 
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Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  ffiERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St  Patrick  Highway 

504/447^4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/538^8343 

CroDmate 

■■Mn^iTWT^ 

LP  GAS 

JE 

I^ERETTE,  LOUISIANA 
Highway  182,  West 
318/276.5051 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

U  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

I— I  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  re- 
move my  name  from  your  mailing 
list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


Ask  jrour  LAND 
BANK  ASSOCIATION 
about     ...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today 
are  looking  at  ways  to  increase 
their  productivity  ...  buy  or  im- 
prove land   ...  build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION 
can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,   see  the  people  at  the 
Lcind   Bank  Association  to 
discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


^^T|^S^ 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 


lendIr 

(E4quat  10y«?3) 


State. 


Zip 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

PO.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302-0938 


For  changes  in  present  subscription, 
address  imprint  from  front  cover 
must  be  attached. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
PERSPECTIVE 

(Continued  from  page  9) 
whatever  is  necessary  to  remove  regu- 
lated chemicals  from  sugar  mill 
premises  rather  than  registering,  not 
because  of  the  $200  annual  fee  but 
because  of  the  very  expensive  "Process 
Safety  Management"  operating  proce- 
dures, employee  training  and  certifica- 
tion, monitoring  and  plant  structural 
improvements  that  will  be  incurred  in 
the  program. 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

_-——-' -—— 

^^P 

^^^^^^'SIT--^-^^^ 

^b^      S^^ 

Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  AT  J.EN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 

hepIicalSi  inc. 

specializing  in 

Quality  Built  Spray  Units 


•  available  with  200  or  300 
gallon  tanks 

•  sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

•  Hydraulic  arms  with  break 
away  design 

•  3  or  5  row  manifold 

•  PTO  or  hydraulic  pump 

•  uses  spraying  systems 
components 

Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 

For  more  information  call 

(318)394-4801   or  1-800-732-3787 


MAY,  1995 


17 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•24-HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT. 

1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY. 
THIBODAUX 


STOP 


YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269       (504)  447-2696 


4lifDSEE 


You're  running  a  business,  and  it  should  be  profitable. 

Advantages:  Total  1 00%  right  off  •         ^^  Call  for 

FREE  maintenance  •  You  just  add  fuel      ^^  Low 

•  Know  your  cost  in  advance  i\£WHOLLArD   Rental  Cost 

^^nr^  TV/f  j^   1  '7^uU^ied  £mce  /93S 


INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 

504/876-2280 

800/969-0068 


BROUSSARD 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 

318/837-2763 

800/960-0067 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 

504/355-7716 

800/960-0069 
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be  realized.  Production  of  white  sugar 
at  the  mill  level  will  begin  on  a  small 
scale  and  will  be  marketed  by  existing 
refiners  or  by  a  packaging  and  market- 
ing co-op  owned  by  the  mills. 

And  last  but  not  least,  the 
Almighty  will  bless  us  with  warm  sun- 
shine and  1-inch  morning  showers 
every  other  week. 

Not  a  lot  to  ask  for,  I  don't  think. 

Well,  based  on  these  assumptions, 
I  predict  Louisiana  will  be  producing 
1,500,000  tons  of  sugar  within  a  ten 
year  period. 

However,  I've  been  wrong  before- 
I'm  the  man  who  took  money  out  of 
Microsoft  and  invested  in  the  George 
Bush  reelection  campaign. 

So  much  for  predictions.  There  are 
some  real  opportunities  which  our 
research  efforts  in  Louisiana  hope  to 
develop  to  make  us  more  productive 
and  efficient  in  the  future  so  that  we 
will  be  able  to  compete  with  anybody 
in  the  world,  but  this  will  not  come 
overnight. 

Over  the  years  our  research  needs 
have  been  well  focused.  It's  been  an 
integrated  program  with  a  strong  coop- 
erative effort  among  federal,  state  and 
industry  scientists. 

Of  prime  importance  to  the 
Louisiana  industry  has  been  the  vari- 
ety development  program.  High  yield 
of  cane  and  sugar,  harvestability,  stub- 
bling  ability,  resistance  to  numerous 
pests,  and  cold  tolerance  are  among 
the  many  characteristics  that  sugar- 
cane breeders  must  incorporate  into 
potential  varieties. 

Since  Louisiana's  climate  is  tem- 
perate rather  than  tropical,  it  has  been 
said  that  perhaps  Louisiana  is  not  an 
appropriate  region  to  be  growing  sug- 
arcane. Two-hundred  years  of  history 


and  constantly  increasing  sugar  pro- 
duction records  contradict  that  state- 
ment. 

The  combination  of  high  yielding 
sugarcane  varieties,  good  growing  and 
harvesting  conditions,  efficient  crop 
production  and  protection  practices, 
and  advances  in  raw  sugar  processing 
have  allowed  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry  to  finally  achieve  a  produc- 
tion level  of  over  1,000,000  tons  of 
sugar. 

What  an  outstanding  tribute  to  the 
scientists  and  industry  members  who 
have  developed  the  varieties  and  tech- 
nologies that  have  allowed  the  growers 
and  processors  to  achieve  this  mile- 
stone! 

In  addition  to  variety  develop- 
ment, other  applied  disciplines  are 
actively  researched.  Crop  production 
practices  that  minimize  mechanical 
and  chemical  inputs  while  maximizing 
economic  efficiency  are  active  research 
projects. 

Integrated  pest  management  sys- 
tems and  biological  control  measures 
for  cane  pests,  having  been  developed 
and  constantly  improved  through 
research,  are  actively  employed 
throughout  the  industry  in  an  effort  to 
minimize  the  impact  of  production  on 
the  environment.  Protection  of  Louisi- 
ana's numerous  natural  resources  is 
extremely  important  to  the  growers 
and  processors  of  this  industry. 
Development  and  utilization  of  Best 
Management  Practices  (BMP)  have 
incorporated  sound  production  and 
processing  practices  that  demonstrate 
the  industry's  environmental  con- 
sciousness. 

The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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has  been  one  of  the  world's  leaders  in 
mechanization  research.  Mechsmical 
planters  are  being  vigorously  tested 
and  improved  to  reduce  seedcane 
usage  and  labor  costs.  Research 
efforts  to  evaluate  current  harvesting 
schemes  are  on-going  to  improve  their 
efficiency  and  reduce  overall  costs. 

Raw  sugar  processing  research 
continues  in  an  effort  to  maximize 
sugar  recovery  while  reducing  process- 
ing costs.  Meeting  air  and  water  qual- 
ity standards  while  complying  with 
solid  waste  regulations  continues  to 
involve  research. 

In  addition  to  applied  research  top- 
ics, the  Louisiana  industry  continues 
to  invest  a  small  percentage  of  its 
funds  in  high-risk,  long  term  projects. 

Some  of  this  work  involves  alter- 
nate products  that  could  be  derived 
from  sugarcane. 

Other  funds  have  been  invested  in 
the  area  of  molecular  biology.  As  many 
of  you  realize,  sugarcane  genetics  is 
very  complicated  and  therefore  very 
expensive.  To  overcome  these  prob- 
lems, the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  was  instrumental  in  forming 
the  International  Consortium  on 
Sugarcane  Biotechnology.  This  group 
has  international  members  who  pool 
their  resources  to  fund  this  research. 
Already,  significant  progress  has  been 
made  in  chromosome  mapping  in  sug- 
arcane. A  genetically  altered  sugar- 
cauie  plant  has  now  been  developed 
through  this  orgamization  which  pro- 
vides us  a  herbicide  resistant  sugar- 
cane plant.  It  is  hoped  that  these 
breakthroughs  will  assist  the  conven- 
tional breeding  programs  in  providing 
sugarcane  varieties  that  can  allow  us 
to  compete  in  the  international  mar- 
ketplace. Again,  this  will  take  time. 


The  Farm  Bill  — 

The  landscape  has  surely  changed 
around  Washington.  Slash  and  bum  is 
the  new  order  of  the  day.  Most  people 
are  willing  to  change,  not  because  they 
see  the  light,  but  because  they  are  feel- 
ing the  heat.  And  the  voters  around 
the  country  in  1994  supplied  the  heat. 
Everybody  is  in  favor  of  this  new  move- 
ment— that  is  unless  it  affects  their 
pocketbook.  I  think  many  segments  of 
agriculture  are  now  seeing  the  pocket- 
book  effects.  We're  now  starting  to 
hear  the  line,  "don't  cut  him,  don't  cut 
me,  cut  that  fellow  behind  the  tree." 
Hopefully  the  great  minds  in  Congress 
will  allow  some  sort  of  transition  per- 
iod for  agriculture  and  not  throw  us 
into  a  hostile  world  trade  environment 
that  pits  our  farmers  against  unfair 
foreign  competitors.  We've  tried  the 
hands-off  approach  to  agriculture — I 
think  they  called  it  the  Depression. 

If  the  markets  were  truly  free,  the 
field  level,  the  American  farmer,  and 
more  specifically  the  US  sugar  produc- 
ers would  have  a  real  competitive 
advantage,  and  we'd  win  the  fight. 
But  let's  not  tie  ourselves  to  the  ropes 
and  allow  our  opponent  to  beat  us  to 
death.  I'm  not  prepared  to  go  through 
the  rope-a-dope  as  Ali  did.  We  don't 
need  protection  from  our  competitors. 
We  need  protection  from  deep  pocketed 
foreign  governments.  Almost  every 
sugar  growing  country  in  the  world 
has  some  sort  of  domestic  program. 
Why  should  we  unilaterally  disarm? 
There's  nothing  free  about  that-it's 
suicide!  Well,  I  guess  you  know  where 
I  stand. 

Back  to  the  farm  bill-there  are 
those  in  the  room  who  know  better 
than  I  what  the  schedule  will  be,  but 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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we  hear  that  Pat  Roberts  and  others 
would  like  to  finish  everything  this 
summer  with  a  bill  on  the  President's 
desk  ready  for  signature  in  early  Fall. 
Many  Washington  insiders  think  that 
it  will  take  longer.  Pat  Roberts  has 
said  to  many  of  his  friends  in 
Agriculture  that  the  longer  it  goes,  the 
better  our  chances  are  of  getting  a 
more  favorable  farm  bill  from  the  pro- 
ducers standpoint. 

Louisiana's  position  on  the  sugar 
program  is  simple.  We  like  the  pro- 
gram basically  as  it  is,  with  only  minor 
changes  made.  We  support  changes 
that  would  cure  some  of  the  problems 
that  the  cane  refiners  have  had  over 
the  past  couple  of  years.  However,  I 
must  tell  my  refiner  friends,  don't  cut 
me  -  cut  the  fellow  behind  the  tree.  I 
think  they  know  what  I  mean. 

For  the  last  two  years  we've  been 
meeting  to  come  to  an  industry  con- 
sensus on  what  the  sugar  policy  should 
be.  Like  all  negotiations  there  have 
been  times  of  progress  and  times  of 
regress.  We  should  remember  to  keep 
our  eyes  on  the  ball  and  move  for- 


ward— time  is  of  the  essence — lately 
we've  been  keeping  minutes  and  wast- 
ing hours.  But  we'll  get  together- and 
when  we  do~you  users  watch  out~ 
you'll  not  know  what  hit  you. 

It's  been  said  that  in  general  the 
art  of  government  consists  in  taking  as 
much  money  as  possible  from  one  class 
of  citizens  to  give  to  the  other.  This  is 
what  this  is  all  about~not  a  complicat- 
ed issue.  I  hope  we  can  all  work  togeth- 
er so  that  all  sectors  of  this  industry 
can  survive  and  so  that  my  great 
granddaughter  can  be  talking  one  day 
to  "The  Sugar  Club"  in  the  year  2095. 

Thank  you  all  for  inviting  me~and 
I'll  attempt  to  answer  your  questions. 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEME>fr,  INC. 

Independently  Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 
Crop  Management         •  Pest  Scouting 
RSD  Testing  •  Soil  Testing 

•  Other  Services 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  BS,  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Office/Home  Phone  &  FAX  (504)  446-3520 

Mobile  (504)  449-6170 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


ANE 


Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 
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Special  Bicentennial  Edition  Of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.   Cost  per  copy  is  $1 6.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  p>er  book  of  $22.00. 


TTie  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 

Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl.   (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.  s.) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  SUverbeU 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 
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\\ 

Special  Volume  Prices  available  upon  request 


Farm  Financing  From 
Foiics  Wlio  Understand. 

Sometimes  it's  hard  to  explain  —  to  someone 
who  doesn't  know  your  business  —  why  you  need 
money  and  how  you  plan  to  use  it. 

At  First  South  Production  Credit  Association  you 
won't  have  to  educate  our  loan  officers. 

They  understand  farming  and  they'll  tailor  a 
financing  package  to  fit  your  needs. 

We'll  help  you  buy  that  new 

tractor,  get  the  crop  in  this 

year,  make  farm  improvements 

or  just  keep  the  cash  flow  flowing. 

Because  You  Deserve  It. 


Give  us  a  call, 


First  South 

Production  Credit  Association 

New  Iberia  •  (318)364-0217 


DONNA  THIBODEAUX 
New  Iberia 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 
New  Iberia 
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FOR  SALE:  Hi-  Crop  JD  4430;  JD  4230;  JD  4020;  JD  17'  Disc  635.  Will  Take 
Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774  in  St.  Martinville,  LA  in  Parks. 

FOR  SALE:  Hi  Clearance  1086  with  new  engine  -  $8,200;  3-row  Chopper  - 
$1,500;  Int'l  1586  Tractor  parts  $50  and  up;  Various  parts  for  L-16  Cane 
Loader  including  new  chunk  for  rear  end  $500.  Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at  (318) 
229-8409.  

WANTED:  Large  Planters  Aid.  Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at  (318)  229-8409. 

FOR  SALE:  1  Prentice  Transloader  w/D-311  Cat.  engine  on  Int'l  Truck  - 
$5,000;  1  Woods  6ft.  Bushhog  -  $500;  1  -  Planters-aid  Wagon  -  $1,000;  1- 
Cane  Shaver  -$200;  1  -  Int'l  3-Bottonnflush  Plow  -  $250.  Call  Harvey 
Gautreaux  at  (504)  526-8640. 

FOR  SALE:  1986  Broussard  2-row  Cane  Harvester,  3306  Caterpillar  Engine, 
all  hydraulic  updates  included.  Field  ready,  contact  Todd  Andre  at  (504)  627- 
5837  or  (504)  627-6666. 

FOR  SALE:  Six  (6)  Direct  Haul  Cane  Wagons,  Chain  Net,  Tandem  Axles  with 
Motor  Grader  Tubless  Tires.  Built  by  Bayou  Service  Co.  in  1989,  will  consid- 
er trade  for  Tandem  Wagons.  Herman  Boudreaux  &  Sons,  Inc.  (504)  369-7828 
(Larry)  or  (504)  369-6282  (Jerry). 

FOR  SALE:  9170  Duetz-Allis  Front-Wheel  assist  Tractor.  Good  Condition. 
Call  David  Segura  at  (318)  367-7783  (office)  or  (318)  364-4115  (home). 

FOR  SALE:  1981  Hydrostatic  Thompson  Harvester  -  Remodeled.  Call  Leo 
Gaubert  at  (504)  446-6817. 


FOR  SALE:  8  yr.  old  Cameco  2-row  Harvester.  Excellent  Condition  -  $85,000. 
8  sets  of  Davis  Cane  Carts  -  $8,000  a  set.  Call  Jackie  Judice  at  (318)  365- 
1787  or  (318)  828-0205. 

FOR  SALE:  J  &  L  Cane  Harvester  Caterpillar  Engine  311  -$3,000,  good  con- 
dition with  extra  parts;  Case  830  Tractor,  Butane  Engine  -  $2,000  good  con- 
dition (with  extra  parts);  Allis  Chalmer  Tractor,  D-45  engine  with  drain  cleaner 
-  $1,500.  Call  David  Judice  Farms,  Inc.  at  (318)  229-4292. 


FOR  SALE:  1980  -  7045  Allis  Chalmer  -  C  &  A,  Hi-crop  1980  JD  4840  C  &  A, 
1983  Heston  766D  4-WD  Cab,  1990  -  La  Cane  Loader  4-WD  C  &  A,  1975 
Huskey  100  Transloader  -  JD  Engine,  4  Transloader  Wagons  -  All  Good 
Condition.  1981  -  Thompson  Harvester  Front  Wheel  Assist  with  new  front 
Pick-up  JD  Eng,  2  -  Thompson  3-row  Cultivator  with  Off-Bar,  16  ft.  Chisel, 
Thompson  Double  Set  Single  Row  Cultivator  with  Rollers.  Call  Bobby  Walker, 
Hwy.  1,  Larose,  LA  at  (504)  693-6000  (day)  or  (504)  798-5884  (night). 
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rainfall  pattern  does  not  subside,  those 
growers  who  did  not  clip  cane  may  find 
cane  too  tall  to  fertilize  and  cultivate 
the  crop  without  difficulty.  An  early 
lay-by  may  be  necessary  in  this  cane. 

NATIONAL  SUGAR  CANE 
RESEARCH  COUNCIL 

In  an  effort  to  provide  a  stronger 
base  of  government  support  for  various 
sugarcane  research  programs  and  in 
an  effort  to  provide  a  sharper  focus  to 
sugarcane  research  programs,  the 
National  Sugar  Cane  Research 
Council  has  been  formed.  The  Covmcil, 
composed  of  the  Florida,  Hawaii, 
Louisiana  and  Texas  sugarcane  indus- 
tries, will  attempt  to  develop  a 
research  initiative  that  can  outline 
high  priority  research  topics  of  nation- 
al interest.  It  is  hoped  that  additional 
funding  can  be  secured  to  undertake 
these  efforts.  Additionally,  research 
planning  and  strategy  meetings  can  be 
held  so  that  scientists  from  the  differ- 
ent production  areas  can  communicate 
with  each  other  and  coordinate  some  of 
their  work.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  has  been  planned  for  June  in 
conjunction  with  the  ASSCT  meeting. 
The  main  topic  for  discussion  will  be 
the  assays  or  tests  that  have  been 
devised  for  various  sugarcane  dis- 
eases. It  is  felt  that  a  better  coordina- 
tion of  current  efforts  might  give  a 
clearer  picture  as  to  which  scientists 


THE 
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206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA 

(504)  448-5707 


are  working  in  each  particular  area. 
This  sharper  focus  will  not  only  avoid 
unnecessary  duplication  of  efforts  but 
also  allow  for  scientific  advances  to 
proceed  at  a  faster  rate  if  coordinated 
efforts  are  made.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
nationwide  council  can  provide 
stronger  support  for  research  facilities 
that  are  currently  being  targeted  for 
clos\ire  or  for  a  reduction  in  funding. 
More  information  about  the  Council 
will  be  provided  in  future  articles  as  it 
becomes  available. 

SUGAR  CLASSES 

Every  year  several  classes  or  sem- 
inars are  conducted  which  provide 
training  in  cane  production,  raw  sugar 
processing,  and  sugar  refining.  A  list 
of  these  classes,  dates  and  the  agency 
which  sponsors  them  is  listed  below. 
Further  information  concerning  the 
times,  costs  and  other  pertinent  infor- 
mation concerning  these  classes  can  be 
obtained  from  Nicholls  State  Uni- 
versity at  (504)  448-4872  and  from 
Louisiana  State  University,  Agricul- 
tural Center,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 
at  (504)  388-2211. 

Nicholls  State  University,  Thibo- 
daux, Louisiana:  Sugarcane  Produc- 
tion Institute,  May  28  -  June  8,  Raw 
Cane  Sugar  Manufacturers'  Institute, 
June  18  -  June  29,  Cane  Sugar 
Refiners'  Institute,  July  10  -  July  21. 

Louisiana  State  University,  Audu- 
bon Sugar  Institute,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana:  Cane  Quality  and  Analysis, 
August  15  -  August  16,  Introductory 
Sugar  Boiling,  September  18  -  Sep- 
tember 22,  Bench  Chemist,  September 
18  -  September  22,  Chief  Chemist, 
September  11  -  September  15,  Bagasse 
Boiler  Operations,  September  6  -  Sep- 
tember 7. 
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ANNOUNCING  THE 
ANNUAL  CONTACT  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 

THURSDAY,  JULY  6,  1995 

9:00  A.M. 

(SEE  PAGE  8  FOR  DETAILS) 

COMPUTER  USER'S  GROUP  MEETING 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  29,  1995 

9:30  A.M. 

(SEE  PAGE  14  FOR  DETAILS) 

RIENZI  ROOM 
HOWARD  JOHNSON  LODGE 

201  CANAL  BLVD. 
THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 
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Special  Bicentennial  Edition  Of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl' 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.   Cost  per  copy  is  $1 6.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  arn  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name  

Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl.   (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s.) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  SilverbeU 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


Special.  Volume  Prices  available  upon  request 
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CAMECO  PRESENTS 


A  FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE  CANE  TRACTOR 

that  is: 

Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4  X  38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  with  Bumper 

For  More  Details  Contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA   70302 
Phone   (504)447-7285 
FAX   (504)447-5735 


400  South  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA   70544 
Phone   (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-6314 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charlie  Melancon 


The  April  grower  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  I  felt  that  the 
exchange  of  information  in  the  discus- 
sion of  issues  were  very  good.  These 
meetings  are  held  to  allow  you,  the 
grower  and  dues  paying  members  that 
support  this  organization,  the  opportu- 
nity to  voice  your  opinion,  ask  ques- 
tions about  the  League's  activities  and 
to  question  or  support  the  position 
taken  by  the  League  leadership  on 
your  behalf.  This  type  of  forum,  in  my 
opinion,  is  useful  and  necessary.  I 
encourage  each  and  every  grower  to 
attend  these  meetings  in  the  future  as 
well  as  to  inform  you  that  you  are  also 
invited  and  encouraged  to  attend  the 
monthly  League  meetings  in  Thibo- 
daux.  If  you  don't  feel  you  have  the 
time  to  attend  these  meetings  than  I 
encourage  you  to  call  me  at  any  time  to 
discuss  issues,  ideas  or  concerns  that 
you  may  have  concerning  our  industry 

Since  the  growers'  meetings,  your 
League's  leadership  has  again  met 
with  the  other  sectors  of  the  sugar 
industry  to  negotiate  the  sugar  pro- 
gram. The  meeting  was  held  in  West 
Palm  Beach,  Florida,  prior  to  a  hear- 
ing by  the  House  Agricultural  Sub- 
committee on  Specialty  Crops  in  Belle 
Glade,  Florida.  The  negotiations  were 
not  necessarily  successful,  but  the 
hearing  and  the  demonstration  of  sup- 
port by  the  citizens  of  the  sugar  grow- 
ing area  in  south  Florida  was  very  suc- 
cessful, in  my  opinion.  It  made  me 
quite  proud  to  drive  the  highway  from 
West  Palm  to  Belle  Glade  and  see 
growers,  their  employees,  their  fami- 
lies, their  equipment,  their  neighbors, 
and  their  relatives  lining  the  highway 


as  the  congressional  committee  drove 
by;  to  see  the  U.S.  Sugar  train  with  at 
least  100  rail  cars  attached  and  a  large 
banner  proclaiming  that  sugar  was 
jobs  for  America;  to  drive  into  the  West 
Palm  Community  College  Campus,  in 
Belle  Glade,  and  hear  hundreds  of  chil- 
dren chanting  "Jobs!  Jobs!  Jobs!";  and, 
to  see  the  citizens  of  the  area,  several 
thousand  strong,  packed  into  and  sur- 
rounding the  outside  of  the  hearing 
location  gave  me  goose  bumps.  Having 
come  from  a  meeting  only  a  matter  of 
hours  earlier  in  West  Palm,  where  a 
divided  industry  departed  not  only  not 
closer  to  a  resolution  or  agreement  on 
a  proposal  to  present  to  the  Congress, 
but  I  left  frustrated,  aggravated,  and 
not  really  feeling  proud  of  our  industry. 
So  I  guess  the  show  put  on  by  the 
Floridians  helped  to  revitalize  my  spir- 
it and  the  belief  that  the  people  of  the 
sugar  industry  are  indeed  hard  work- 
ing; a  caring  people.  It  is  my  hope  that 
as  those  people  came  together  in  Belle 
Glades  on  our  behalf,  that  the  leaders 
of  this  industry  can  come  together  for 
what  is  good,  not  only  for  the  sugar 
industry  of  this  country,  but  for  the 
country  itself. 

The  House  Ag  Subcommittee  on 
Specialty  Crops  has  convened  a  hear- 
ing for  May  17,  1995  and  again  the 
leadership  of  the  sugar  industry  will 
meet  in  Washington.  Prior  to  that 
hearing  it  is  hoped  that  a  consensus 
can  be  reached  which  will  move  us  for- 
ward and  out  of  this  quagmire  we  have 
been  in  for  the  last  two  years.  As  an 
industry,  sugar  has  overcome  many 
obstacles  throughout  the  centuries 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


WORLD  AGRICULTURE 
SUPPLY  AND  DEMAND 

According  to  the  USDA  World  Agri- 
cultural Outlook  Board,  U.S.  sugar 
production  in  fiscal  year  1995/96  is 
projected  at  7.7  million  short  tons,  raw 
value  down  4%  from  the  revised 
1994/95  estimate.  Lower  output  re- 
sults from  an  expected  return  to  nor- 


mal yields  for  sugar  beets  and  for 
Louisiana  sugarcane  combined  with 
the  closure  of  two  Hawaiian  mills.  A 
substantial  increase  in  "other  im- 
ports", mostly  sugar  arriving  under 
the  refined  sugar  reexport  program  off- 
sets the  lower  production. 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


24-HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT. 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 
FRL         r^TcX^pl 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY. 
THIBODAUX 


YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269       (504)  447-2696 


THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

206  E.  Bayou  Road 

Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

(504)  448-3707 
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THE  NEW  5220  MAXXUM' : 

PROOF  THAT  LEADERSHIP 

NEVER  STANDS  STILL. 


Three  years  ago,  the  original  line  of  Case  International 
MAXXUM  tractors  set  a  standard  for  the  mid-size 
class  that  is  yet  to  be  matched.  And  now  that  standard 
is  about  to  be  raised.  ■  Introducing  the  new  5220 
MAXXUM — ^A  mid-size  tractor  that  refuses  to  act  that 
way.  With  the  kind  of  deep,  reassuring  power  reserves 
that  fieldwork  demands.  A  standard  16F/12R 
transmission  that  ensures  total  versatility.  And  a  list 
of  features  so  complete  that  no  job  will  seem  out  of 
reach.    ■    For  three  years,  we've  compiled  your 
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5220  MAXXUM:  SOPTOhp 

suggestions  regarding  the  original  MAXXUM  line. 
And  now  those  suggestions  are  part  of  every  new 
5220.  ■  You  wanted  more  visiblity;  we  added 
exclusive  all-glass  doors.  You  asked  for  easier 
implement  attachment;  we  added  ground-level  hitch 
control.  You  wanted  more  muscle;  we  added 
horsepower,  durability  and  efficiency.  AH  in  all, 
more  than  50  changes  have  been  made.  ■  Stop 
by  and  see  the  new  5220  MAXXUM  today.  And 
bring  along  some  high  expectations. 
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Lanier  Implement 

Abbevilie,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


Qremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


:mmi 


JUNE,  1995 


FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


CONTACT  COMMITTEE  —  HEAVY  RAINS  —  FIELD  DAYS 


Maximum  economic  efficiency! 
The  Louisiana  industry  should  con- 
stantly be  looking  to  achieve  this  sta- 
tus. With  the  current  legislative  dis- 
cussions that  lead  growers  and  proces- 
sors to  realize  how  difficult  it  will  be  to 
hold  on  to  current  sugar  prices,  maxi- 
mum economic  efficiency  becomes  even 
more  critical.  How  can  you,  as  a  grow- 
er or  other  industry  member,  insure 
that  you  are  doing  everything  to  keep 
costs  down  while  holding  productivity 
up?  Research,  and  the  transfer  of 
usable  research  information  to  you,  is 
one  key  to  economic  survival  in  these 
tough  times  ahead.  Our  ability  to  com- 
pete in  the  global  community  will  cer- 
tainly depend  upon  having  a  sound 
research  base  from  which  to  work. 

What  can  you,  as  an  industry 
member,  do  to  insure  that  this 
research  base  will  be  there  for  you  to 
work  from  in  the  future.  One  way  is  to 
attend  the  League's  annual  Contact 
Committee  meeting  which  will  be  held 
on  July  6,  1995  beginning  at  9:00  in 
the  morning  at  the  Howard  Johnson  in 
Thibodaux.  The  meeting  should  be  fin- 
ished by  noon. 

This  year,  the  Contact  Committee 
meeting  will  be  structured  differently 
from  past  years.  Instead  of  having  sci- 
entists present  some  of  the  same 
research  results  that  growers  normally 
hear  at  the  numerous  other  meetings 
and  field  days,  the  1995  Contact 
Committee  meeting  will  involve  dis- 
cussions about  what  research  growers 
feel  is  most  important  to  their  future. 
The  help  of  the  League's  Long  Range 
Planning  Committee  will  be  used  in 
preparing  the  Contact  Committee 
agenda.    In  1990,  the  League  initiated 


the  Long  Range  Planning  Committee's 
Action  Sub-Committee  which  conclud- 
ed its  firstround  of  work  with  a  docu- 
ment listing  those  research  topics 
which  it  felt  were  of  the  highest  priori- 
ty. These  topics  were  made  available 
to  researchers  and  some  of  this  work 
has  now  been  undertaken.  At  the 
Contact  Committee  meeting,  there  will 
be  a  brief  report  on  the  accomplish- 
ments made  in  achieving  the  goals  set 
forth  by  the  Long  Range  Planning 
Committee. 

All  growers,  processors,  landlords, 
scientists,  service  related  personnel 
and  others  interested  in  the  future  of 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  are  invit- 
ed to  the  Contact  Committee  meeting. 
Discussions  will  be  held  on  various 
research  topics  and  all  those  present 
will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  voice 
their  opinion  on  what  research  should 
be  undertaken  to  provide  for  the 
industry's  needs  as  we  approach  the 
year  2000. 

HEAVY  RAINS 

During  the  second  week  of  May, 
extremely  heavy  rains  fell  throughout 
much  of  the  cane  belt.  Although  a  few 
areas  saw  only  small  amounts  of  rain 
and  missed  only  a  day  of  field  work, 
other  parts  of  the  belt  experienced  15 
or  more  inches  of  rain  and  have  missed 
at  least  10  days  of  field  work.  Many 
areas  have  not  yet  returned  to  the  field 
and  additional  rains  have  now  fallen 
causing  more  concern.  Some  fields 
remained  under  water  for  several  days 
and  a  few  may  now  experience  losses 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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Environmental  Perspective 

James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 


As  this  environmental  update  is 
being  written,  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  passed  H.R.  961,  the 
Clean  Water  Act  Amendment  of  1995. 
The  bill  passed  by  a  wide  margin  in 
spite  of  trials  on  the  floor  to  obstruct 
passage  by  attempting  to  add  numer- 
ous amendments  and  by  much  con- 
tentious and  repetitious  debate.  The 
private  property  rights-wetlands  use 
issue  was  the  centerpiece,  but  other 
matters  in  the  bill  are  also  of  great 
interest. 

H.R.  961  provides  for  replacing  the 
stormwater  permitting  program  with  a 
state-controlled  nonpoint  source  pollu- 
tion control  program  similar  to  the 
Best  Management  Practices  (BMP) 
systems  now  being  developed  for  farm- 
ing operations.  The  bill  would  also 
authorize  up  to  $0.5  billion  per  year  to 
"State  Revolving  Funds"  for  low  inter- 
est loans  directly  to  farmers  for  non- 
point  pollution  control  facilities. 
Enforceable  nonpoint  source  standards 
for  coastal  areas  (sugar  cane  country) 
would  be  repealed,  and  a  new  wetlands 
permitting  program,  based  on  relative 
wetlands  value  and  compensation  for 
regulatory  takings,  would  be  estab- 
lished. 

The  House  approved  bill  would 
also  give  states  flexibility  to  adjust 
NPDES  permit  discharge  conditions 
and  provide  waivers  and  effluent  limi- 
tations where  the  state  determines 
that  such  adjustments  would  result  in 
net  overall  benefit  to  the  environment. 
Such  discretionary  authority  could 
relieve  several  sugar  mills  from  unnec- 
essarily stringent  state-imposed 
requirements  attributed  to  "Federal 
mandates." 


Needless  to  say,  the  President,  the 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
and  their  environmental  extremist 
constituencies  are  not  pleased  with  the 
prospect  of  losing  such  absolute  control 
over  private  lives  and  property.  Their 
dire  predictions  of  adverse  impact  on 
water  pollution  control  are  simply  not 
believable.  If  states  and  private  indus- 
try are  unshackled  from  complicated 
and  unnecessary  Federal  rules,  pollu- 
tion control  is  accomplished  more 
quickly  and  at  lower  cost. 

The  Best  Management  Practices 
Program  now  in  effect  at  all  Louisiana 
sugar  mills  is  a  good  example  of  what 
can  be  accomplished  with  constructive 
governmental  policies.  The  program 
was  authorized  under  the  aegis  of  the 
Louisiana  Solid  Waste  Regulation. 
Under  the  system,  each  Louisiana 
sugar  mill  prepared  a  comprehensive 
plan  for  managing  all  residue  generat- 
ed at  the  mills  in  a  manner  that  mini- 
mizes air,  water,  and  land  pollution. 
These  Best  Management  Practices 
Plans  were  then  forwarded  to  the 
Office  of  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
for  review,  then,  approval  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry,  and  finally,  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
was  so  notified.  A  spokesman  for  the 
office  indicates  all  plans  were  satisfac- 
tory and  approved,  and  also,  that  no 
complaints  attributable  to  residue 
management  at  sugar  mills  were 
received  during  the  entire  1994  grind- 
ing season.  It  is  now  urgent  that  mills 
keep  these  plans  current,  comply  with 
the  operating  plans  henceforth,  and 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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Heavy  Lifting  Power 
Plus  Clearance 
For  Cane 


John  Deere  7200  and  7400 
Hi-Crop  Tractors  lift  wide,  heavy 
bedders  and  cultivators  without 
hesitation.  Up  to  2,900  psi,  plus  a 
25.4-gpm  hydraulic  pump  option, 
lets  you  maintain  power  to  steer 
and  brake  while  you  lift.  Then, 
just  touch  a  rocker  switch  to 
return  the  tool  to  your  preset  depth. 


High  crop  clearance  matches  your 
needs,  with  better  than  35  inches 
under  each  axle.  And  both  the  92-hp 
7200  model  and  100-hp  7400  have 
John  Deere  diesel  engines  that 
provide  exceptional  torque-rise 
(36  percent  for  the  7400)  for 
continuous  power  and  pull  in 
soft,  bedded  soil  and  over  levees. 

Optional  Caster/Action' ' 
j       MFWD  adds  extra  pull 
I       with  a  tight  turning  radius. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)828-1332 
Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 
Lafayette,  LA 
(318)233-8645 
Sunshine  Equipment  Co, 
Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  446-5061 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)365-6667 
The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

New  Roads,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  638-4851  (504)  473-986 

Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Kaplan,  LA 
(318)643-2249 
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Don't  Let  Workers' 
Compensation 
Insurance  Cost  Tie 
Your  Business 
Down! 


^^- 


Call 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMRENSATtON    SELF    (NSURERS    EUND 


and  Cut  Those  Cost. 

(800)  3i9"3440 
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A  Report  of  the  1994 
Outfield  Variety  Tests 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  ASCL  Agronomist 

Herman  L.  Waguespack,  Jr.,  ASCL  Agronomist 

Kenneth  L.  Quebedeaux,  LAES-Researcli  Associate 

Donnie  D.  Garrison,  USDA-ARS  Agronomist 


This  report  has  been  written  to 
inform  the  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
Industry  of  the  agronomic  perfor- 
mance of  varieties  harvested  in  out- 
field variety  tests  during  1994. 
Outfield  variety  tests  are  conducted 
during  the  final  3-years  of  the  12-year 
multistage  Louisiana  sugarcane  vari- 
ety program. 

Outfield  tests  are  planted,  man- 
aged, harvested  and  evaluated  cooper- 
atively by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  the  Louisiana  State  Uni- 
versity Agricultural  Center,  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  and 
the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  —  Agriculture  Research 
Service. 

In  1994,  18  light  soil  and  10  heavy 
soil  tests  (in  plant  and  stubble  crops) 
were  mechanically  harvested  to  obtain 
yield  and  harvestability  data.  Outfield 
tests  were  located  throughout  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  belt  (11  loca- 
tions). These  tests  were  on  sugarcane 
farms  with  soil  types  that  represented 
the  region  of  the  belt  in  which  they 
were  grown.  The  soil  type,  region, 
planting  date  and  harvest  date  for 
each  outfield  test  location  is  presented 
in  Table  1.  If  additional  information 
on  the  procedures  used  for  data  collec- 
tion and  preparation  is  required, 
please  refer  to  the  publications  listed 
at  the  end  of  this  article. 

Figure  1  summarizes  the  harvesta- 
bility data  by  showing  scrap  ratings 
and  the  percent  of  plots  where  scrap 


was  observed.  The  scrap  rating 
(amount  of  scrap)  for  each  variety  is 
categorized  as  "None,"  "Little  to 
Some,"  or  "Much  to  Very  Much."  Yield 
data  for  all  locations  within  a  soil  type 
and  crop  are  reported  in  Tables  2  and 
3.  These  tables  show  data  for  sugar 
per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar 
per  ton  of  cane,  stalk  weight  and  stalk 
population;  however,  only  sugar  per 
acre  is  discussed  in  this  report. 

Three  unreleased  varieties  in 
plant-cane  and  one  in  first-stubble 
crops  were  compared  to  10  commercial 
varieties  during  1994.  There  were  no 
unreleased  varieties  in  second-stubble 
tests.  The  commercial  variety  CP  70- 
321  occupied  the  largest  percentage  of 
the  industry's  acreage  in  1994,  and 
was  used  as  the  standard  for  compari- 
son of  yields  in  this  report.  Statistical 
analyses  of  the  data  were  used  to 
determine  if  means  within  each  yield 
grouping  were  significantly  different. 

It  should  be  noted  that  although 
the  results  are  presented  by  soil  type, 
analyses  of  outfield  data  suggest  that 
the  relative  yields  of  current  varieties 
are  not  affected  by  soil  type. 

Of  the  unreleased  varieties  tested 
on  light  soil  in  1994,  both  L  89-113  and 
HoCP  89-843  yielded  significantly 
more  sugai  per  acre  than  CP  70-321  in 
plant-cane,  as  did  HoCP  88-739  in 
first-stubble  crops.  No  unreleased 
variety  yielded  more  sugar  per  acre 
than  CP  70-321  in  tests  on  heavy  soils. 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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OUTFIELD  VARIETY  TESTS 

The  variety  released  in  1994,  LCP 
86-454,  was  compared  to  the  standard 
variety  in  plant-cane,  first-stubble  and 
second-stubble  crops.  It  was  signifi- 
cantly better  than  CP  70-321  in  sugar 
per  acre  only  on  light  soil  in  second 
stubble. 

The  commercial  varieties  LCP  85- 
384  and  HoCP  85-845  yielded  signifi- 
cantly more  sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70- 
321  in  plant-cane,  first-stubble  and 
second-stubble  crops  on  light  soil.  The 
variety  CP  79-318  yielded  significantly 
more  sugar  per  acre  for  second-stubble 
on  light  soil. 

No  commercial  variety  yielded 
more  sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70-321  in 
plant-cane  and  first-stubble  tests  on 
heavy  soil.  However,  in  second-stubble 
tests  on  heavy  soil,  LCP  82-89,  LHo  83- 
153,  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  85-845 
were  significantly  higher. 

No  unreleased  varieties  were 
replanted  on  or  sent  to  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Secondary  Sta- 
tions in  1994.  Therefore,  no  new  vari- 
eties will  be  available  to  the  growers 
for  at  least  2  years. 

On  behalf  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar 
Cane  Industry  and  the  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  Variety  Program,  research- 
ers who  conduct  outfield  tests  would 
like  to  express  their  appreciation  to 
growers  for  participating  in  the  many 
different  stages  of  the  variety  pro- 
gram. 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC 

Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 


Crop  Management 
RSD  Testing 


Pest  Scouting 
Soil  Testing 


Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  BS,  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (Office)         (504)  449-6170  (Mobile) 


(Continued  from  page  12) 
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Cromnate 


FERTILIZER 


JEANEREHE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St,  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/638-8343 
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COMPUTER 

USER'S 

GROUP 

MEETINQ 

JUNE  29, 1995 

HOWfIRD  JOHNSON  LODGE 

THIBODfiaX.  Lfi 

9:30  fi.M. 


9:30     Welcome  and  opening  comments  — 

Charles  Melancon,  American  Sugar  Cane  League 

9:35     Membership  Directory  and  software  literature  — 

Herman  Waguespack,  American  Sugar  Cane  League 

9:45     N.S.U.  computer  support  possibilities  —  Paul  Templet, 
Nicholls  State  University 

1 0:00     Seedcane  template  —  Jim  Garrett,  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service 

1 0:1 5     ''Simon  Says'',  etc.  —  Joe  Judice,  Judice  Brothers 

1 1 :00     State  of  Computerization  —  Tony  Parris,  Iberia 
Sugar  Cooperative 


11:30     Adjourn  ^ 


^VMiUtV. 


This  should  be  o  very  informofive  meeting.  There  will  be 
sample  literature  from  numerous  software  companies  and  time 
for  exchange  of  ideas.  Hope  to  see  you   there. 


14  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

which  has  allowed  us  to  maintain  via- 
bility. The  united  group,  as  we  have 
always  been  considered,  is  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with  regardless  of  the  issue. 
It  is  my  firm  hope  that  we  will  not 
allow  individuals  or  single  entities  to 
break  up  what  has  been  a  long  stand- 
ing success  story. 

Be  assured  that  your  leadership  still 
feels  that  we  can  maintain  a  sugar  pro- 
gram and  a  viable  industry.  The  posi- 
tions we  take  are  an  attempt  by  us  of 
representing  you  in  these  negotiations. 
To  do  what  is  good  for  the  sugar  indus- 
try, good  for  Louisiana,  and  good  for 
America  is  our  ultimate  goal.  Hang 
tight!  We'll  get  there;  I'm  certain! 

'I'    ^    <^    ^    ^    ^ 

The  100,000  pound  load  limit  bill  was 
sent  to  the  Louisiana  House  and  we 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

are  awaiting  floor  action.  Also,  as  per 
the  request  of  the  Bunkie  growers  at 
the  April  Grower  meetings  in  Bunkie, 
we  have  asked  Senator  Don  Hines  and 
Mike  Foster,  along  with  Representa- 
tive Charlie  DeWitt  and  Charlie 
Riddle  to  assist  the  League  in  getting 
the  new  weight  limit  accepted  on  1-49. 
We'll  keep  you  posted  on  the  progress 
of  each  item. 


''Precision 
Ciiemicai 
Control" 


PENN-TEX 

Helicopters,  Inc. 

Jeanerette,  LA  •  318-276-7303 
Raceland,  LA  •  504-537-4333 


3-D  CHEMICALS, 

specializing  in 

Quality  Built  Spray  Units 


•  available  with  200  or  300 
gallon  tanks 

•  sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

•  Hydraulic  arms  with  break 
away  design 

•  3  or  5  row  manifold 

•  PTO  or  hydraulic  pump 

•  uses  spraying  systems 
components 

Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 
For  more  information  call 

(318)394-4801   or  1-800-732-3787 


^^m:T:^-\m 

w^^^S.,  ;.« 

iiliiliiiipi«iiipii«f«f 

^ 

mmsm 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE      (Continued  from  page  6) 


WASDE-302-11—  U.S.  Sugar  Supply  and  Use^ 

1994/95 

1995/96 

Item 

1993/94 

Estimates 

Projections 

April 

May 

May 

1 ,000  short  tons. 

raw  value 

Beginning  stocks  ^ 

1,704 

1,338 

1,338 

1,268 

Production^ 

7,677 

8,125 

8,025 

7,700 

beet  sugar^ 

4,090 

4,650 

4,550 

4,350 

cane  sugar" 

3,587 

3,475 

3,475 

3,350 

Imports' 

1,772 

1,855 

1,755 

NA 

Under  quota' 

1,113 

1,390 

1,390 

NA 

Other^ 

659 

465 

365 

NA 

Total  supply 

11,153 

11,318 

11,118 

NA 

Exports  ^" 

454 

510 

470 

450 

Domestic  deliveries' 

9,333 

9,430 

9,380 

9,530 

Domestic  food  use 

9,174 

9,255 

9,235 

9,365 

Other^ 

159 

175 

145 

165 

Miscellaneous^ 

28 

0 

0 

0 

Use,  total 

9,815 

9,940 

9,850 

9,980 

Ending  stocks'^^° 

1,338 

1,378 

1,268 

NA 

Stocks  to  use  ratio 

13.6 

13.9 

12.9 

NA 

1 .  Fiscal  years  beginning  Oct.  1 .  Includes  Puerto  Rico. 

2.  Historical  data  are  from  CFSA,  "Sweetener  Market  Data." 

3.  Forecast  for  1995/96  is  based  on  the  March  31  "Prospective  Plantings,"  and  recent-year 
averages  of  percent  of  area  harvested  and  beet  yields.  Sugar  recovery  from  beets  — 
excluding  additional  sugar  extracted  from  molasses  —  is  the  projected  linear  trend  of 
1982-94  recoveries.  Net  additional  sugar  from  molasses  is  forecast  at  285,000  STRV. 

4.  Forecast  for  1995/96  is  based  on  interagency  Sugar  Estimates  Committee  estimates  of 
sugarcane  area  harvested  for  sugar  in  each  state,  and  recent-year  averages  of  sugar- 
cane yields  and  sugar  recovery  from  cane. 

5.  Actual  arrivals  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  (TRQ)  with  late  entries  and  quota  overfills 
assigned  to  the  fiscal  year  in  which  they  actually  arrived.  Forecast  imports  under  quota 
in  1994/95  assume  a  shortfall  of  120,000  tons  from  the  quotas  covering  fiscal  years 
1993,  1994,  and  1995.  The  1995/96  TRQ  has  not  been  announced. 

6.  Quota  exempt  imports  (for  reexport,  for  polyhydric  alcohol,  from  Canada  in  1993/94  and 
1994/95,  and  high-duty). 

7.  Mostly  reexports. 

8.  Transfer  to  sugar  containing  products  for  reexport,  for  nonedible  alcohol,  and  feed. 

9.  Residual. 

1 0.   Includes  approximately  1 51 ,000  tons  of  beet  sugar  in  excess  of  marketing  allotments  in 
1 994/95.  The  stocks  to  use  ratio  without  the  "blocked  stocks"  is  11.3  percent. 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE      (Continued  from  page  16) 


HOUSE  AND  SENATE  BUDGET 

COMMITTEES  UNVEIL 

THEIR  PROPOSALS 

The  budget  reconciliation  agree- 
ment reported  by  the  House  Budget 
Committee  would  require  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee  to  cut  spending 
on  agricultural  commodity  and  food 
stamp  programs  by  $58  billion  over  the 
next  seven  years.  By  the  year  2000, 
the  agreement  would  require  that  the 
committee  slice  $32.4  billion  from 
spending  under  current  law.  Programs 
under  its  jurisdiction  would  have  to  be 
cut  by  $2.8  billion  in  fiscal  1996. 
House  Agriculture  Chairman,  Pat 
Roberts  (R-KS)  has  been  working  with 
the  GOP  leadership  to  reduce  the  total 
size  of  cuts  to  agriculture  programs 
requested  in  the  House  budget  resolu- 
tion. The  budget  resolution  also  envi- 
sions about  one  billion  in  spending 
cuts  in  the  next  year.  Over  seven  years 
the  House  plan  would  make  $17  billion 
in  cuts  to  mandatory  spending. 
Mandatory  spending  programs  include 
commodity  support  and  export  incen- 
tive programs.  In  order  to  meet  these 
goals  the  House  budget  proposal  sug- 
gests $9  billion  in  cuts  to  mandatory 
agriculture  spending  programs  over 
five  years.  Other  provisions  in  the 
Budget  are  expected  to  offer  some 
relief  to  the  reduction  in  commodity 
program  spending  including,  regulato- 
ry relief,  lower  capital  gains  taxes, 
renewed  attention  to  private  property 
rights,  and  lower  interest  rates.  The 
House  resolution  also  contains  an 
amendment  considered  as  adopted  by 
the  rule  that  would  re-examine  cuts  to 
agriculture  programs  in  1999  and 
2000  unless  agricultural  land  values 
on  January  1,  1998  are  at  least  95  per- 
cent of  the  value  of  agricultural  land 
when  the  resolution  is  adopted,  certain 
regulatory  and  tax  relief  is  enacted, 
both  GATT  and  NAFTA  are  imple- 
mented and  enforced,  and  there  are  no 


government  agricultural  trade  embar- 
goes in  effect.  The  House  legislation 
would  require  that  the  authorizing 
committees  report  out  the  legislation 
necessary  to  implement  the  budget 
resolution  by  July  14.  The  reported 
Senate  version  by  Budget  Chairman 
Pete  Domenici  (R-NM)  instructs  the 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee  to  cut 
$45.8  billion  from  agriculture  pro- 
grams by  2002,  $28  billion  between 
1996  and  2000  and  $2.5  bilhon  in  FY 
1996. 

GLICKMAN  PRESENTS 
FARM  BILL  GUIDELINES 

Secretary  Dan  Glickman  reported 
the  Clinton  Administration's  recom- 
mendations for  the  1995  farm  bill  to 
the  House  Agriculture  Committee. 
Glickman  urged  reforms  while  main- 
taining a  safety  net  for  farmers  and 
rural  America  as  well  as  those  who 
depend  on  the  USDA's  nutrition  pro- 
grams. The  Administration's  propos- 
als seek  to  keep  farm  programs  on  the 
spending  path  they  have  followed  in 
the  past.  He  did  however  recommend 
several  reforms  in  a  number  of  areas  of 
the  farm  bill.  One  reform  proposes 
converting  the  Export  Enhancement 
Program  to  an  auction  system  where 
exporters  bid  on  a  quarterly  basis  for 
the  amount  of  export  subsidies  that 
the  U.S.  is  allowed  to  offer  under  terms 
of  the  GATT  Agreement.  The 
Administration's  plan  would  expand 
the  current  flex  acres  concept  -  acres 
on  which  farmers  can  choose  the  crops 
they  plant,  over  five  years  to  100  per- 
cent of  the  total  acreage  base. 
According  the  Administration,  this 
base  would  allow  farmers  the  planting 
flexibility  they  need  to  respond  to 
markets  without  losing  deficiency  pay- 
ments. The  planting  flexibility  would 
not  be  effected  because  it  would  not 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE      (Continued  from  page  17) 


increase  acres  ineligible  for  program 
payments.  However  they  would  like  to 
increase  unpaid  acres  somewhat  to 
help  achieve  the  $1.5  billion  savings 
promised  by  2000  in  Clinton's  budget. 
The  Administration  would  also  like  to 
establish  revenue  insurance  and  in- 
come stabilization  savings  account 
pilot  programs,  a  means  test  for  defi- 
ciency payments  and  reform  of  federal 
food  and  nutrition  programs. 

CLEAN  WATER  ACT  CLEARS  HOUSE 

On  May  16,  the  House  voted  240- 
185  in  favor  of  the  bill  crafted  by  Bud 
Shuster  (R-PA),  Chairman,  House 
Transportation  and  Infrastructure 
Committee,  and  several  fellow 
Republican  and  Democratic  members 
of  the  committee.  The  bill,  among 
other  things,  provides  for  an  easing  of 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 

•  FULLY  AUTOMATIC* 

*  ALL  HYDRAULIC  * 

7'  X  25'  Carrying  Capacity 

*  15  ACRES  PER  DAY  PROVEN  * 
SIMPLE  •  RUGGED  •  RELIABLE 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  —  CONVERSIONS  OF 

EXISTING  PLANTER'S  AIDS  TO 

FULLY  AUTOMATIC 

iiTio  ^ITS  m  mm  ^imimB  m  mmmmm 

Manufactured  in  Port  Bane.  LA   B\ 

HKARNE  CONSULTINCJ  INC. 

io  place  your  order  call 

318-942-8180         FAX  318-942-8377 


federal  regulation  of  wetlands,  and 
requires  compensation  of  landowners 
whose  property  values  have  been 
diminished  by  20%  or  more  as  a  result 
of  federal  wetlands  regulation. 

The  Clinton  administration,  some 
members  of  Congress  and  environmen- 
talists have  criticized  the  bill,  contend- 
ing that  it  explicitly  weakens  existing 
environmental  law,  undermines  exist- 
ing protection  of  water  resources  and 
wetlands.  However,  many  state  agri- 
culture departments  argue  that  the 
bill  still  allows  for  too  much  EPA 
involvement  in  state  programs.  The 
Senate  will  begin  looking  at  similar 
bills,  as  Sen.  J.  Bennett  Johnston  CD- 
LA),  among  others,  is  expected  to 
introduce  a  wetlands  reform  bill  this 
month.  Johnston  is  the  ranking 
Democrat  on  the  Senate  Energy  and 
Natural  Resources  Committee  and 
hopes  to  make  sure  there  are  no 
oppressive  wetlands  regulations. 
According  to  an  aide,  Johnston's  bill 
will  not  provide  compensation  to 
landowners  whose  property  values 
have  been  diminished  as  a  result  of 
federal  wetlands  regulations.  Once  a 
bill  is  passed  in  the  Senate,  it  will  have 
to  go  to  conference  to  work  out  the  dif- 
ferences with  the  House  version. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  Hi-  Crop  JD  4430;  JD  4230;  JD  4020;  JD  17'  Disc  1630. 
Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (318)  845-4774  in  St.  Martinville,  LA  in 
Parks. 


FOR  SALE:  Hi  Clearance  1086  with  new  engine  -  $8,200;  3-row  Chopper 
-  $1 ,500;  Int'l  1586  Tractor  parts  $50  and  up;  Various  parts  for  L-16  Cane 
Loader  including  new  chunk  for  rear  end  $500.  Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at 
(318)229-8409. 


WANTED:  Large  Planters  Aid.  Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at  (318)  229-8409. 


FOR  SALE:  1-CS  3294  Front  Wheel  Assist,  1985  Model,  18,000  or  Best 
Offer.  Call  Iran  Tauriac  at  (318)  365-5952. 


FOR  SALE:  Barko  Loader  with  or  without  Grab.  No  Trailer -$20,000.  Call 
Three  D  Sugar  Farms  at  (318)  873-6809. 


FOR  SALE:  1994  2-row  Broussard 
Harvester.  1993  2-row  LaCane 
Harvester.  1992  2-row  LaCane  "Tiger" 
Field  Loader.  1989  Broussard  2500  Field 
Loader.  Call  Joe  Beaud,  Jr.  at  (504)  638- 
6272  or  (504)  332-2198. 


FOR  SALE:  1  -  L16  SP  Cane  Loader;  2 
-  Chain  Net  Carts;  1  -  Lincoln  Welder 
with  trailer.  Call  D.  Landry  at  (504) 
627-5191. 
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FARM  NOTES      (Continued  from  page  8) 


as  a  result  of  continued  flooding.  The 
state  crop,  which  is  well  advanced  at 
this  point,  should  survive  the  flooding 
with  little  or  no  problems  assuming 
that  drier  weather  returns.  If  heavy 
rains  continue  to  fall,  the  optimism 
that  most  growers  have  for  this  crop 
could  soon  dampen. 


FIELD  DAYS 

Each  year  the  Louisiana  Coopera- 
tive Extension  Service  conducts  field 
days  in  parishes  throughout  the  cane 
belt  to  provide  growers  with  valuable 
information  furnished  by  sugarcane 
scientists.  These  field  days  are  your 
opportunity  to  see  what  technology  can 
do  for  you  in  helping  you  maintain 
maximum  economic  efficiency.  It  is 
important  for  you  to  at  least  attend  the 
field  day  in  your  parish  as  well  as 
those  conducted  on  the  two  experiment 
stations  at  LSU  in  St.  Gabriel  and 
USDA  in  Houma.  It  is  also  your  oppor- 
tunity to  recognize  those  growers, 
within  each  parish,  that  have  pro- 
duced the  highest  yields.  A  complete 
list  of  the  parish  field  days  follows. 


July  7,  8:30  am  —  Terrebonne 

Parish,  USDAArdoyne  Farm, 

Chacahoula 
July  13,  9:30  am  —  St.  John  Parish, 

Extension  Office,  Edgard 
July  19,  8:00  am  —  Area  parishes, 

St.  Gabriel  Research  Station,  St. 

Gabriel 
July  20,  8:30  am  —  Lafourche 

Parish,  American  Legion  Home, 

Raceland 
July  25,  2:00  pm  —  Assumption 

Parish,  St.  Jules  Church  Hall, 

Belle  Rose 
July  27,  5:00  pm  —  Iberia  Parish, 

Ronald  Hebert  Farm,  Jeanerette 
July  28,  2:00  pm  —  St.  Martin 

Parish,  Levert-St.  John  Plantation, 

St.  Martinville 
August  2,  4:00  pm  —  St.  Mary 

Parish,  American  Legion  Home, 

Franklin 
August  4,  9:00  am  —  Ascension 

Parish,  Puddie  Gautreau  Farm, 

Modeste 
August  10,  2:00  pm  —  St.  James 

Parish,  Welcome  Farms,  St.  James 
August  —  Avoyelles,  Rapides, 

St.  Landry  Parishes 

(unscheduled  as  of  this  time) 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuild  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


^ANE 

Tractor 
Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
PERSPECTIVES 

(Continued  from  page  9) 
complete   all   planned   facilities   and 
schedules  so  that  these  pollution  con- 
trol (and  public  relations)  sources  can 
be  perpetuated. 

Hopefully,  the  water  bill  and  other 
needed  environmental  legislation  will 
survive  the  onslaught  of  special  inter- 
est groups  trying  to  protect  turf.  We 
should  advise  our  Washington  repre- 
sentatives and  encourage  them  to  do 
the  right  thing.  The  next  contentious 
issue  will  probably  be  a  badly  needed 
fix  of  the  Clean  Air  Act. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 
(504)  4483707 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,ALLEE&  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  U  70086 

504/265-3965 


You're  First  at  First  South  PGA 

At  First  South  PGA,  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal  service 
is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  per- 
sonal touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PGA. 


First  South  PCA 


♦ 


DONNA  THIBODAUX 

New  Iberia 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  Us  A  Call 
(318)  364-0217 


PATSY  CHAMPAGNE 

New  Iberia 
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Mailing  List  Update 

|_|  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

I I    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 

SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  re- 
move my  name  from  your  mailing 
Hst. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

PO.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302-0938 


For  changes  in  present  subscription, 
address  imprint  from  front  cover 
must  be  attached. 


FOR  THE 

LATEST 

INFORMATION 

in  the 

SUGARCANE 

INDUSTRY 

and 

FARM 

PRODUCTS 

READ 

and 

ADVERTISE 

IN 

THE 

SUGAR 

BULLETIN 
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Don't  take  ourf^^i 


word  for  it 


RENT 
IT! 


//'//;//;/! 


4NDSEE 

FOR 
rOURSElfl 


You're  running  a  business,  and  it  sliould  be  profitable. 

Advantages:  Total  1 00%  right  off  •         ^^  Call  for 

FREE  maintenance  •  You  just  add  fuel     ^^  Low 

•  Know  your  cost  in  advance         Kvinawm  Rental  Cost. 

%udJed  Since  /P-^S 


I^JyjJ 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BROUSSARD 

3811  Hwy.90East 
318/837-2763 
800/960-0067 


BATON  ROUGE 

581 0  Airline  Hwy. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


Ask  your  LAND   BANK  ASSOCIATION 

about 
.    financing  to  buy  land  or 
I    improve  jrour  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways 
to  increase  their  productivity  ...   buy  or  improve 
land   ...   build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  LAND  BANK 
ASSOCIATION  can  provide  the  long-term  credit  to  help. 
If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing, 
see  the  people  at  the  Land  Bank  Association 
to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 


LAtJDBAT^K 


Baton  Rouge  Opelousas 

(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461 


iOJAl  HOUSINO 

LENrjED 

(E4tv:'lf   KJ/A?) 
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OUTFIELD  VARIETY  TESTS      (Continued  from  page  13) 

Table  1.  Dates  of  planting,  dates  of  harvest,  soil  types  and  regions  for  11  outfield  locations 
during  1994  in  the  plant-cane,  first-stubble  and  second-stubble  crops. 

Plant  Cane 


Location 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

1993 

1994 

1992 

1994 

1991 

1994 

Light  Soil 

B.Secour ' 

09/30 

11/30 

10/08 

11/30 

10/03 

10/18 

Georgia  ^ 

08/25 

12/01 

10/15 

12/01 

10/08 

10/20 

Glenwood  ' 

09/17 

12/05 

10/12 

11/03 

09/26 

10/27 

Lanaux  ' 

09/02 

12/02 

10/13 

11/07 

10/10 

10/19 

R.Hebert ' 

09/17 

11/22 

10/13 

11/09 

09/27 

10/25 

St.John  3 

09/08 

11/17 

10/01 

11/08 

09/20 

10/24 

Heavy  Soil 

Allain  ' 

10/05 

11/01 

10/07 

11/01 

09/30 

10/26 

Evan  Hall ' 

10/03 

11/15 

Magnolia  ^ 

10/07 

11/28 

10/20 

11/28 

Oaklawn  ^ 

08/27 

10/31 

10/02 

10/31 

Palo  Alto  ' 

09/29 

11/02 

10/01 

11/02 

Regions      1 

=  Mississippi  River 

area      2  = 

Bayou  Lafourche  area      3 

=  Bayou  Teche  area 

(Continued  on  page  25) 

BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


^^^^^^^^IHHHHHHHi^HI^^I 

^M0<'iS  - 

mn^ig 

Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA      318-229-6415 
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OUTFI  ELD  VARI ETY  TESTS      (Continued  from  page  24) 


Table  2.  Combined  analyses  of  outfield 

tests  on  light  soil  locations  during  1994. 

Plant-cane  at  6  locations 

Variety 

Sugar/A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/Ton 

st.wt. 

Population 

CP  65-357 

7293 

26.9 

270 

2.71  + 

20214 

CP  70-321 

6515 

24.9 

262 

2.41 

20897 

CP  72-370 

7086 

27.4+ 

259 

2.59+ 

21198 

LCP  82-89 

7197 

27.6+ 

260 

2.48 

22409 

LHo  83-153 

7263 

28.7+ 

253 

2.56 

22590 

LCP  85-384 

8114-H 

29.8+ 

272 

2.46 

24397+ 

HoCP  85-845 

7828-h 

31.6+ 

247- 

2.60+ 

24560+ 

LCP  86-454 

7186 

29.1  + 

248- 

3.47+ 

16747- 

HoCP  88-739 

7268 

24.8 

293+ 

2.67+ 

18722- 

L  89-113 

7541  + 

29.0+ 

260 

2.51 

23316+ 

HoCP  89-843 

7649+ 

30.1  + 

254 

2.69+ 

22576 

MSD 

800 

2.5  , 

12 

0.16 

2006 

First-Stubble  at  6  locations 

CP  65-357 

6662 

25.6 

261 

2.33 

22018 

CP  70-321 

6519 

25.2 

259 

2.25 

23050 

CP  72-370 

6968 

26.5 

263 

2.31 

23200 

CP  74-383 

6765 

28.2 

240- 

2.31 

24673 

LCP  82-89 

7015 

27.0 

259 

2.21 

24584 

LHo  83-153 

7372 

28.6 

259 

2.25 

25385 

LCP  85-384 

8130+ 

29.4+ 

277+ 

2.02- 

29193+ 

HoCP  85-845 

7668+ 

30.2+ 

255 

2.28 

26641+ 

LCP  86-454 

7363 

29.5+ 

251- 

2.91  + 

20289 

HoCP  88-739 

7570+ 

26.1 

290+ 

2.21 

23768 

MSD 

914 

3.9 

8 

0.16 

3182 

Second-Stubble  at  6  locations 

CP  65-357 

4637 

19.8 

232 

1.97+ 

20283 

CP  70-321 

4180 

17.9 

232 

1.83 

19713 

CP  72-370 

4466 

18.7  . 

238 

1.80 

20892 

CP  74-383 

4849 

22.4+ 

217- 

1.81 

24804+ 

CP  79-318 

5740+ 

23.1  + 

248+ 

2.06+ 

22553+ 

LCP  82-89 

5335 

23.3+ 

230 

1.85 

25380+ 

LHo  83-153 

4798 

21.7+ 

221 

1.69- 

25627+ 

LCP  85-384 

7618+ 

29.4+ 

260+ 

1.62- 

36398+ 

HoCP  85-845 

6305+ 

26.5+ 

240 

1.84 

28817+ 

LCP  86-454 

5174+ 

22.9+ 

227 

2.43+ 

18916 

MSD 

770 

2.8 

12 

0.12 

2696 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  that  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321 . 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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OUTFIELD  VARIETY  TESTS      (Continued  from  page  25) 


Table  3.  Combined  analyses  of  outfield 

tests  on  heavy  soil  locations  during  1994. 

Plant-cane 

at  4  locations 

Variety 

Sugar/A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/Ton 

st.wt. 

Population 

CP  65-357 

6724 

29.9 

224- 

2.89 

20950 

CP  70-321 

6339 

26.1 

242 

2.71 

19425 

CP  72-370 

7112 

28.6 

248 

2.75 

20717 

LCP  82-89 

6897 

29.1 

237 

2.63 

22350 

LHo  83-153 

6059 

25.7 

236 

2.40 

21422 

LCP  85-384 

7621 

30.1 

255 

2.39- 

25887+              ' 

HoCP  85-845 

6670 

27.9 

239 

2.36- 

23663+              i 

LCP  86-454 

6198 

28.1 

222- 

3.08+ 

18279 

HoCP  88-739 

6580 

24.6 

268+ 

2.59 

19067 

L  89-113 

6193 

25.8 

240 

2.48 

20683 

HoCP  89-843 

6196 

26.5 

234 

2.63 

19926 

MSD 

1316 

4.8 

16 

0.31 

3857 

First-Stubble  at  4  locations 

CP  65-357 

5530 

19.8 

276 

2.08 

18994 

CP  70-321 

5613 

20.6 

270 

2.04 

20144 

CP  72-370 

5541 

20.5 

270 

2.09 

19576 

CP  74-383 

4910 

18.4 

266 

1.81- 

20003 

LCP  82-89 

6151 

22.5 

273 

2.05 

21853 

LHo  83-153 

5603 

21.5 

262 

1.89 

22734 

LCP  85-384 

6574 

24.0 

272 

1.59- 

30150+ 

HoCP  85-845 

5900 

22.2 

264 

2.00 

22387 

LCP  86-454 

6297 

24.0 

262 

2.38+ 

20130 

HoCP  88-739 

6417 

22.0 

293+ 

2.06 

21360 

MSD 

1501 

5.0 

12 

0.23 

3339 

Second-Stubble  at  2  locations 

CP  65-357 

4122 

14.4 

285 

1.82 

15628 

CP  70-321 

4584 

16.2 

278 

1.67 

18893 

CP  72-370 

5421 

19.0 

285 

1.54 

24160 

CP  74-383 

5486 

20.6+ 

265- 

1.68 

24247 

CP  79-318 

5466 

18.7 

292+ 

1.56 

23648 

LCP  82-89 

5598+ 

19.7+ 

284 

1.60 

24759 

LHo  83-153 

5706-h 

21.2+ 

268 

1.53 

27289+ 

LCP  85-384 

6816+ 

23.5+ 

290+ 

1.37- 

34464+ 

HoCP  85-845 

5975+ 

21.1  + 

282 

1.50 

28481+ 

LCP  86-454 

5460 

19.3 

282 

1.82 

20804 

MSD 

1007 

3.5 

11 

0.28 

6054 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  that  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321 . 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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OUTFIELD  VARIETY  TESTS      (Continued  from  page  26) 

Figure  1 :  Harvestability  as  indicated  by  scrap  ratings  and  by  percent  of 
plots  in  outfield  tests  where  scrap  was  observed  during  1994 
harvest. 


Variety 

CP  65-357 

CP  70-321 

CP  72-370 

CP  74-383 

CP  79-318 

LCP  82-89 

LHo  83-153 

LCP  85-384 

L  89-1 13 


Scrap  Rating 

- 

■  Much-VMuch 

Little-Some 

- 

1' ^ 

1 

1 

^                                         ■      ■  ' 

10 


15 


20 


25         30 


%  of  plots  with  scrap 


No  scrap  observed  in  HoCP  85-845,  LCP  86-454, 
HoCP  88-739  and  HoCP  89-843 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  U  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  U  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 
P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

1167  Haymarket  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 
John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,&MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  U  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  U  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
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LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
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M&L  INDUSTRIES 
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3811  Hwy.  90  East  Broussard,  LA  70518 

5810  Airhne  Hwy.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E. 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 

P.O.  Box  12014 

Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  587  Franklin,  U  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

P.O.  Box  340 

Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  81189 

Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE  CO.  INC. 
P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  U  70160 

SOUTHLAND  TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 
421  W.  Railroad  Church  Point,  U  70525 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Evan  Hall  Sugar  Cooperative    s  ?^^ 
Donaldsonville,  Louisiana 

Evan  Hall  Sugar  Cooperative,  ly  increased  to  7,500  tons  through  fur- 
located  on  La.  Hwy.  1  at  McCall,  north  ther  additions  and  improvements, 
of  Donaldsonville,  is  primarily  a  pro-  Charles  Thibaut,  Vice-President 
ducer  of  raw  sugars,  grinding  the  cane  and  Assistant  to  the  General  Manager 
crops  of  its  19  members  supplying  99%  of  Evan  Hall,  is  the  Chairman  of  the 
of  the  cane  for  the  mill.  League's  National  Legislative  Com- 
mittee.     He  spends  much  of  his  time 

After   eleven   years   of  inactivity,  away  from  his  family  because  of  his 

this   formerly    1,000-ton   factory   was  frequent  trips  to  Washington,  D.C.  on 

reopened  as  a  cooperative  in  1936.    In  behalf  of  the    Louisiana    sugarcane 

returning  the  factory  to  operation,  an  industry.     The  League  would  like  to 

extensive  improvement  and   enlarge-  extend  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to 

ment   program   was   followed   which  him  for  his  great  efforts  and  enthusi- 

resulted   in    1936   re-erection   of  the  asm  and  to  the  co-op  members  who 

plant  and  a  50%  increase  to  its  capaci-  have   so   generously   allowed   him   to 

ty,  with  the  capacity  being  subsequent-  serve  the  industry. 


1 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


In  This  Issue 

About  the  Cover 3 

Up  Front  With  the  League  by  Charlie  Melancon 5 

Washington  Update  with  Don  Wallace 7 

Farm  Notes  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard    10 

Classified  Advertisements 16 


JULY,  1995 


WHEN  YOU  HAVE  A 

TOUGH  ACT  TO  FOLLOW, 

GET  A  TOUGH  PERFORMER. 


INTRODUCING  THE  7250  MAGNUM. 


With  a  21 5  PTOhp  rating,  this  big 
new  MAGNUM""  tractor  has  enough 
power  to  keep  you  working  in  the  most 
challenging  situations.  It's  the  most 
powerful  2WD  tractor  in  the  world  ... 
and  it's  only  available  from  Case  IH. 

But  there's  more: 
•  Ahigh-technology  Case  8.3  L 

505  cu.  in.  engine  is  powerful  and 

fuel  efficient. 


•  Standard  18-speed  powershift 
transmission  combines  the  right 
speeds  with  even  more  control, 
including  an  improved  hitch  system. 

•  Up  to  11  %  tighter  turning  capability. 

•  Operator  comfort,  instrumentation 
and  view  is  better  than  before. 
Stop  by  today  and  see  the  new 

7250  MAGNUM  tractor ...  one  tough 
performer  for  your  toughest 
working  conditions. 


©1993  J  I  Case 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Lemann'! 

Thibodaux,  LA 

(504)  447-3776 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 

i  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-7927 

[SII^IH 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  Charlie  Melancon 


May  23,  1995  marked  the  culmina- 
tion of  two  years  of  negotiations  involv- 
ing all  sectors  of  the  domestic  sugar 
industry  During  those  two  years, 
approximately  sixteen  multiple-day 
negotiating  sessions  were  held,  and  as 
witnessed  by  all  observers,  was  a  very 
tedious  and  frustrating  experience. 
Regardless,  the  industry  came  togeth- 
er and  has  sent  to  the  hill  an  outline  of 
specifics  that  we  hope  will  pass  muster 
in  this  congress. 

Now,  the  work  really  begins  in 
earnest.  It  is  now  necessary  for  our 
industry  to  educate  those  members  of 
congress  that  have  never  participated 
in  a  farm  bill  debate  about  the  fallaci- 
es that  are  being  spread  by  the  com- 
mercial sugar  user's  group  throughout 
capitol  hill  offices.  The  sugar  program 
is  a  good  program  that  provides  stabil- 
ity in  a  market  place  that  without  it 
would  be  volatile.  The  program  pro- 
vides for  a  stable,  safe  and  affordable 
supply  of  a  quality  product. 

During  the  past  two  weeks  the 
Louisiana  industry,  along  with  the  rest 
of  the  sugar  producing  sectors,  have 
sent  teams  of  growers  and  processors 
to  capital  hill  to  visit  with  congression- 
al staffers  and  members  to  begin 
telling  our  side  of  the  story.  We  are 
starting  late  in  this  endeavor  because 
of  the  time  involved  in  reaching  an 
agreement;  but,  no  less,  we  are  march- 
ing steadily  forward,  united.  The 
response  that  has  been  received  by  the 
teams  visiting  on  the  hill  have  been 
encouraging.  During  the  upcoming 
weeks,  industry  representatives  will 
continue  to  work  by  visiting  house  and 
senate  members  to  discuss  with  them 


the   sugar   program   and   its   positive 
aspects. 

A  side  note  that  I  feel  that  all  of 
the  people  interested  in  this  industry 
should  be  aware  of  is  the  effectiveness 
that  has  been  demonstrated  by  the 
leadership  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  in  the  negotiations  and 
legislative  activities.  Specifically,  I 
have  traveled  extensively  with  and 
have  attended  numerous  meetings 
with  the  National  Legislative  Com- 
mittee Chairman  in  the  past  two  and 
one-half  years.  I  am  not  quite  sure  as 
to  whether  Charles  Thibaut  volun- 
teered for  the  job  of  committee  chair- 
man or  whether  he  was  volunteered. 
Regardless,  I  can  tell  you  from  person- 
al experience  that  Charles  not  only  has 
an  understanding  of  the  entire  indus- 
try, but  has  a  very  good  grasp  for  the 
politics  in  Washington,  an  understand- 
ing of  the  players  and  their  positions 
on  the  issues,  and  the  vigor  and  ener- 
gy that  is  necessary  to  fulfill  the  oblig- 
ations of  this  all  important  position.  I 
am  sure  he  would  enjoy  being  home 
rather  than  in  Washington,  but  when 
duty  calls  he  has  always  responded. 
Even  though  I  may  have  a  few  years  on 
Charles,  I  feel  I  have  learned  much 
from  him  as  we  worked  together  on 
your  behalf.  Whether  you  are  a 
grower,  processor,  commercial  mem- 
ber, or  a  friend  of  the  industry  I  might 
suggest  that  you  owe  a  great  deal  of 
thanks  to  Charles  Thibaut  for  the  job 
he  has  done,  and  done  very  well. 
Additionally,  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Evan  Hall  Sugar  Cooperative  are  due 
a  thanks  for  allowing  Charles  the  time 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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CAMECO  PRESENTS 


A  FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE  CANE  TRACTOR 

that  is: 

Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4  X  38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  with  Bumper 

For  More  Details  Contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd.  400  South  Canal  St. 

Thibodaux,  LA   70302  Jeanerette,  LA   70544 

Phone   (504)  447-7285  Phone   (318)  276-6314 

FAX  (504)  447-5735  FAX  (318)  276-6314 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HOUMA  RESEARCH  STATION 

TRANSFER  INCLUDED  IN  HOUSE 

APPROPRIATIONS  BILL 

The  transfer  of  the  sugarcane  field 
station  located  in  Houma,  Louisiana  to 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Foundation  was  included  in  the  House 
Agriculture  Subcommittee  Appropria- 
tions Bill  reported  out  of  committee  on 
June  21,  1995.  In  such  a  budget  con- 
scious era,  funds  for  agricultural 
research  were  once  again  on  the  chop- 
ping block  despite  a  strong  defense  by 
the  administration.  In  an  effort  to  con- 
tinue sugar  cane  research  in  Louisiana, 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  pro- 
posed that  the  station  it  donated  to  the 
USDA  in  1925  be  returned  to  the 
Foundation  so  that  research  can  be  con- 
tinued. The  bill  language  is  as  follows: 
"...that  all  rights  and  title  of  the  United 
States  in  the  property  known  as  USDA 
Houma  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory, 
consisting  of  approximately  20  acres  in 
the  city  of  Houma  and  150  acres  of  farm- 
land in  Chacahoula,  Louisiana,  includ- 
ing facilities  and  equipment,  shall  be 
conveyed  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  Foundation..." 

Congressman  Billy  Tauzin  (D-LA) 
wrote  Congressman  Joe  Skeen  (R-NM), 
Chairman  of  the  Subcommittee,  with  the 
recommended  language  for  the  transfer. 
Senator  Bennett  Johnston  (D-LA),  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Appropri- 
ations Subcommittee  is  committed  to 
support  the  transfer  in  the  senate. 

SUGARCANE  AND  SUGAR  BEET 
GROWERS  CANVASS  THE  HOUSE 

Over  the  past  month,  about  70  sugar- 
cane and  sugarbeet  growers  and  proces- 
sors  from   Louisiana,    Florida,   Texas, 


Hawaii,  and  several  states  throughout 
the  north  and  mid  west  came  to  the  capi- 
tol  to  educate  congressmen  and  their 
staffs  on  the  importance  of  the  U.S. 
sugar  policy,  the  number  of  jobs  involved 
and  sugar's  importance  to  the  economy 
of  the  entire  United  States. 

Representatives  from  Louisiana 
included;  Charlie  Melancon,  Charles 
Thibaut,  Frank  Sotile,  Jr.  Dean  Gravois, 
Carlton  Townsend,  David  Allain,  Jerry 
McKee,  Dan  Duplantis,  Neal  Bolton  and 
Craig  Caillier. 

Teams  of  two  from  Louisiana  made 
approximately  80  visits  to  the  offices  of 
mostly  southern  members,  as  well  as 
Indiana,  Kansas  and  Alaska  over  three 
full  days.  Armed  with  information  that 
demonstrated  the  effectiveness  of  the 
policy  in  providing  both  a  stable  supply 
and  stable  price  for  sugar,  the  growers 
emphasized  that  an  elimination  of  the 
program  would  be  detrimental  not  only 
to  themselves  and  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry,  but  to  the  American  consumer 
as  well. 

Most  of  the  offices  visited  were  appre- 
ciative of  the  information  as  they  begin 
to  form  their  opinion  on  the  issue.  A  few 
of  the  growers  even  got  an  audience  with 
some  of  the  co-sponsors  on  the  Miller- 
Schumer  bill  to  eliminate  the  program 
and  were  encouraged  by  the  response. 
Many  of  the  co-sponsors  were  unaware  of 
how  effectively  the  program  worked  and 
how  it  impacted  their  constituents,  espe- 
cially in  non-sugar  states. 

Many  of  the  growers  will  be  asked  to 
return  throughout  the  coming  months  to 
further  promote  the  policy  as  the  farm 
bill  gets  closer  to  a  vote  and  members 
begin  to  focus  on  the  sugar  title. 

(Continued  on  page  18) 


JULY,  1995 


Insist  on  the  wet- 
clutch  reliability 
ofPennaClutch2 


TM 


Only  John  Deere  brings  you  66-  to 
85-hp  tractors  with  the  long-life 
reliability  of  an  oil-cooled  wet-disk 
clutch  on  every  model.  All  6200,  6300, 
and  6400  Tractors  feature  the  cool, 
smooth-working  PermaClutch  2. 
While  dry  clutches  absorb  and  retain 
heat,  PermaClutch  2  cools  after 
each  engagement  -  providing 
shift  after  shift  of  effortless  gear 
and  range  changing. 

Couple  that  with  your  choice 
of  the  economical  12-speed 
SyncroPlus"'  transmission . . . 
or  optional,  powershiftable, 
16-speed  PowrQuad" 
transmission . . .  and  it's 
easy  to  find  the  speed  you 
need.  Add  the  optional 


creeper  for  field  speeds  as  slow  as 
13  feet  per  minute. 

And  for  your  muddy  conditions 
or  tall  crops,  ask  your  John  Deere 
dealer  about  the  6300  and  6400  High- 
Clearance  Tractors  with  26  inches  of 
clearance  under  the  front  axle. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)828-1332 
Melancon  Equipment,  Inc. 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Ibena,  LA 
(318)365-6667 
The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.  Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 


Lafayette,  LANew  Roads,  LA 
(318)233-8645 
Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  446-5061 


(504)  638-4851 


Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  473-986 
Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Kaplan,  LA 
(318)643-2249 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  some- 
thing that  is  earned.  It  starts  with  employees  who  are 
knowledgeable,  qualified  and  dedicated  to  providing 
good  service.  At  First  South  PCA  your  trust  is  important 
to  us. 


LESTER  SIMON 

New  Iberia 


HARVEY  GONSOULIIM 

New  Iberia 


First  South  PCA 


Agricultural  Lender 

Gii/e  Us  A  Cad 
(318)  364-0217 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CROP  REPORT  —  MECHANICAL  PLANTERS  —  USDA/ARS  HOUMA  STATION 
NATIONAL  SUGAR  CANE  RESEARCH  COUNCIL 


CROP  REPORT 

The  last  four  weeks  have  been 
encouraging  for  much  of  the  cane  crop 
since  httle  rain  was  experienced.  The 
crop  was  generally  well  laid-by  with 
good  cultivation  and  chemical  applica- 
tion. The  dry  weather  is  certainly 
encouraging  deeper  root  development 
and  is  evening  out  the  stand  of  cane. 
The  only  downside  to  the  dry  weather 
is  that  some  growers  probably  did  not 
get  enough  rainfall  to  properly  activate 
the  lay-by  chemicals.  Much  of  the  cane 
belt  has  received  a  few  well  spaced 
rains  totaling  2  or  3  inches  in  the  last 
month  which  hopefully  will  keep  the 
optimism  for  this  crop  going.  At  this 
date  on  June  19,  although  many  fields 
are  very  dry,  most  growers  are  still 
enthusiastic  about  the  prospects  for 
this  crop.  Most  feel  they  have  the 
potential  for  at  least  last  year's  crop 
and  many  would  feel  there  may  be  10% 
more  cane.  Of  course  it  is  way  too 
early  to  make  predictions  with  the 
chance  of  summer  droughts,  fall  hurri- 
canes and  early  freezes.  However, 
there  is  certainly  the  potential  to  equal 
and  even  exceed  last  year's  million 
tons  of  sugar. 

MECHANICAL  PLANTERS 

As  most  growers  are  aware,  the 
League  has  spent  time  working  with 
various  mechanical  planters  over  the- 
last  few  years.  Data  has  been  collect- 
ed on  planter  performance  and  much 
of  that  data  has  been  presented  at  var- 
ious meetings.  In  the  fall  of  1993,  two 
tests  were  planted  using  different 
machines  and  the  plant  cane  crop  was 
harvested    last    fall.       This    data    is 


extremely  interesting  and  shows  dif- 
ferences among  planting  rates  and  the 
yields  that  result  from  the  various 
machines.  A  summary  is  being  pre- 
pared of  these  plant  cane  yields  and 
will  be  presented  in  next  month's 
Sugar  Bulletin.  Growers  should  real- 
ize that  this  is  plant  cane  data  from 
only  one  crop  year  (one  growing  sea- 
son); but,  along  with  all  the  data  col- 
lected, there  is  some  indication  of  the 
progress  being  made  with  newer 
mechanical  planters  over  older  models. 
Plans  are  to  follow  these  tests  through 
stubble  which  will  give  us  valuable 
information,  not  only  among 
machines,  but  more  importantly, 
among  planting  rates.  As  growers 
make  every  attempt  to  be  as  efficient 
as  possible,  this  information  should 
help  in  determining  what  is  the  best 
rate  of  seed  usage  that  growers  should 
use  when  mechanical  planting,  know- 
ing that  consistency  of  the  mechanical 
planting  rate  is  not  the  same  as  con- 
sistency behind  hand  planting. 
Maximum  economic  efficiency  is  the 
goal,  and  having  the  appropriate 
planting  rate  and  knowing  whether 
cane  needs  to  be  fixed  or  not  will 
determine  the  ultimate  success  of  a 
particular  type  of  mechanical  planter. 


USDA/ARS  HOUMA  STATION 

As  indicated  in  the  March  issue  of 
the  Sugar  Bulletin,  the  Adminis- 
tration's proposal  for  the  1996  fiscal 
year  budget  (beginning  October  1, 
1995)  would  eliminate  funding  for  the 
USDA/ARS      research      facility      in 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


24-HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT. 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 
FRI.  r-*-cX^g| 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY. 
THIBODAUX 


STOP 


YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269       (504)  447-2696 


Don't  take  our/^l^'N^,  word  for  it 


You're  running  a  business,  and  it 

Advantages:  Total  100%  right  off  • 

FREE  maintenance  •  You  just  add  fuel 

•  Know  your  cost  in  advance 

M&L. 

INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


HOUMA 

1210  ST  CHARLES  ST 

504/876-2280 

800/969-0068 


FOR 


should  be  profitable. 

^p.  Call  for 

^ijl  Low 

mimijm  Rental  Cost. 


/933 

BATON  ROUGE 

581 0  Airline  Hwy. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


BROUSSARD 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
318/837-2763 
800/960-0067 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

away  from  the  factory  to  represent  all 
of  us,  especially  in  this  demanding  and 
critical  time  of  debate  on  the  farm  bill. 
As  a  former  public  office  holder,  it 
was  rare  indeed  when  constituents  or 
others  would  come  up  and  thank  me 
for  something  I  had  done  for  them.  I 
guess  most  people  just  feel  that  it  is 
part  of  your  job.  Well,  Charles  is  not  a 
public  official;  but,  he  has  given  up 


"Precision 
Chemical 
Control" 


PENN-TEX 

\r  Helicopters,  Inc. 

Jeanerette,  LA  •318-276-7303 
Raceland,  LA  •504-537-4333 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

much  of  his  personal  time,  and  a  sim- 
ple "thank  you"  whenever  you  should 
see  him  would  go  a  long  way  in  show- 
ing him  the  appreciation  for  the  job 
that  he  is  doing  for  you. 

I  close  this  article  by  reminding  you 
that  the  sugar  industry  has  been 
through  many  farm  bills  through  the 
decades;  and,  that  most  often,  as  it  is 
now,  the  picture  has  been  painted  as 
very  bleak  from  the  on-start.  But,  as 
in  the  past  when  you  the  people  of  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  were  called 
upon,  you  responded.  We  will  again 
depend  upon  you  at  some  points  in 
time  to  respond.  I  am  confident  that 
you  will,  as  you,  your  fathers  and  fore- 
fathers before  them  did  in  the  past. 
This  will  be  a  tough  battle  but  the  peo- 
ple in  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
have  proven  time  and  time  again  -  they 
are  resilient! 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800      ■:( 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA      318-229-6415 
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tBjBBaiilBlBlBlBlB!^^ 


Don't  Let  Workers'  Compensation 
Insurance  Cost  Tie  Your 
Business  Down! 


^^ 


Call 


QUISIANA  COMMERCE  <&  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMPENSATION    SELF    INSURERS    FUND 


and  Cut  Those  Cost. 

(800)  349-3440 


■M 

I 
I 


I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I5 


Special  Bicentennial  Edition  Of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl' 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.   Cost  per  copy  is  $1 6.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handUng  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name  

Address 


I      Phc 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl.    (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s. 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107SilverbeU 

Lafayette,  LA    70508 

(318)237-8902 


Special  Volume  Prices  avah-able  upon  request 


I 
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Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 

•  FULLY  AUTOMATIC* 

*  ALL  HYDRAULIC  * 

7'  X  25'  Carrying  Capacity 

*  15  ACRES  PER  DAY  PROVEN  * 

SIMPLE  •  RUCCED  •  RELIABLE 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  -  CONVERSIONS  OF 

EXISTING  PLANTER'S  AIDS  TO 

FULLY  AUTOMATIC 

mim  m^  of  mm  pmwtm^  m  mmmmt 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  LA  By 

HEARNE  CONSULTING  INC. 

To  place  your  order  call 

318-942-8180        FAX  318-942-8377 


Ask  your  LAND 
BANK  ASSOCIATION 
about     ...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today 
are  looking  at  ways  to  increase 
their  productivity  ...  buy  or  im- 
prove land   ...  build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION 
can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the 
Land  Bank  Association  to 
discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opel< 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 


<E4c|Ut3t  10y93) 


Louisiana  Life  Series,  No.  8 

WHITE  GOLD 

A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 

1795  -  1995 

by 

Glenn  R.  Conrad  and  Ray  F.  Lucas 


The  sugar  industry  is  the  foundation  of  South 
Louisiana's  agrarian  economy.  Glenn  R.  Conrad 
and  Ray  F.  Lucas  examine  the  industry's  origins, 
evolution,  and  continuing  contributions  to  the 
region.  It  is  a  story  of  survival  against  the  odds. 
For  two  hundred  years,  the  industry  has  endured 
natural  and  political  disasters  to  emerge,  in  the 
mid-1990s,  as  a  major  force  in  Louisiana's 
economy.  The  authors  note  that  this  success  has 
not  made  the  industry  complacent.  As  it  enters  its 
third  century,  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  stands  on  the  brink  of  a  new  and  exciting 
era  of  technological  change  as  it  adapts  to  new  economic  and  political  environments. 

Learn  more  about  YOUR  industry  today!  White  Gold  is  available  for  just  $5.00  per 
copy.  Mail  a  check  made  out  to  the  Center  for  Louisiana  Studies,  or  send  a  money 
order  to  P.O.  Box  40831,  USL,  Lafayette,  LA    70.S04-0831. 
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FARM  NOTES    (Continued  from  page  10) 


Houma.  As  all  industry  members  real- 
ize, this  facility  is  extremely  important 
to  the  overall  research  program  which 
benefits  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 
Working  together,  the  USDA,  LSU, 
other  Universities,  the  League,  and 
various  other  research  groups,  provide 
research  data  to  the  extension  service 
and  consultants  so  they  can  transfer 
this  information  to  growers  and 
processors.  It  is  vital  that  this  joint 
research  effort  be  allowed  to  continue 
and  hopefully  expand. 

The  League,  just  as  it  did  last  year, 
is  working  diligently  to  preserve  the 
USDA/ARS  research  effort  in  Houma. 
Language  has  been  submitted  to  Con- 
gress to  put  funding  back  into  the  bud- 
get for  this  research  facility.  Infor- 
mation will  be  passed  on  to  the  indus- 
try as  soon  as  Congressional  action  has 
been  taken  on  this  issue. 


NATIONAL  SUGAR  CANE 
RESEARCH  COUNCIL 

The  National  Sugar  Cane 
Research  Council  has  been  formed  to 
consolidate  research  ideas  of  the  four 
sugarcane  producing  states  into  a 
national  initiative.  This  should  not 
change  the  research  priorities  for  any 
one  area,  but  hopefully  will  allow  the 
national  sugarcane  industry  to  obtain 
additional  funding  for  problems  of 
high  priority  that  it  considers  worthy 
of  including  in  its  research  plan. 

In  the  previous  section  of  this  arti- 
cle, it  was  noted  that  the  budget  for  the 
USDA/ARS  facility  in  Houma  has  been 
cut  for  a  second  year  in  a  row.  As  one 
might  expect,  this  has  had  a  terrible 
affect  on  the  motivation  for  the  indi- 


viduals that  work  at  this  facility.  It  is 
important  that  funding  be  channeled 
in  such  a  way  that  it  is  considered 
more  long  standing  than  the  roller 
coaster  ride  it  has  now  been  on  for  the 
last  18  months.  In  addition  to  the 
Houma  facility,  USDA/ARS  funding  for 
the  work  conducted  in  Hawaii  has  also 
been  eliminated  from  the  Administra- 
tion's budget.  The  Hawaiian  industry 
is  also  looking  at  ways  to  secure  fund- 
ing so  that  the  work  conducted  there 
will  be  allowed  to  continue. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  National  Sugar 
Cane  Research  Council  can  assist  in 
coordinating  the  research  efforts 
among  the  four  sugarcane  states  and 
that  a  broader  base  of  governmental 
support  can  be  obtained  so  that  these 
kinds  of  budget  cuts  can  be  avoided. 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane  - 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Contruction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  Hi-  Crop  JD  4020;  JD  1 7'  Disc  1 630;  Chisel  Plow  1 8';  1 2' 
Grader  Blade  on  Wheels.  Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Grady  Dugas  at  (31 8) 
845-4774  in  St.  Martinville,  LA  in  Parks. 


FOR  SALE:  1-CS  3294  Front  Wheel  Assist,  1985  Model,  18,000  or 
Best  Offer.  Call  Iran  Tauriac  at  (318)  365-5952. 

FOR  SALE:  Barko  Loader  with  or  without  Grab.  No  Trailer  -  $20,000. 
Call  Three  D  Sugar  Farms  at  (318)  873-6809. 


FOR  SALE:  1994  2-row  Broussard  Harvester.  1993  2-row  LaCane 
Harvester.  1992  2-row  LaCane  "Tiger"  Field  Loader.  1989 
Broussard  2500  Field  Loader.  Call  Joe  Beaud,  Jr.  at  (504)  638-6272 
or  (504)  332-2198. 


FOR  SALE:  1986  Broussard  2-row  Cane  Harvester,  3306  Caterpillar 
Engine,  all  hydraulic  updates  included,  field  ready,  contact  Todd 
Andre  at  (504)  627-5837  or  (504)  627-6666. 


FOR  SALE:  1  -  LI  6  SP  Cane  Loader;  2  -  Chain  Net  Carts;  1  -  Lincoln 
Welder  with  trailer.  Call  D.  Landry  at  (504)  627-5191 . 


FOR  SALE:  Cameco  2-row  Harvester.  Call  (504)  545-2564. 

FOR  SALE:  2-row  Broussard  Harvester  with  all  hydraulic  updates; 
2-row  Loader.  Call  L  &  M  Decuir  at  (318)  876-3796  (day)  or  (318) 
876-3477  (night). 


FOR  SALE:  1968  Drott/Track  Backhoe,  Serial  #724,  3400#.  Two  (2) 
Buckets,  set  up  for  Cane  Grab.  $12,500  or  best  offer.  Call  Welcome 
Farms,  Inc.  at  (504)  473-8196  or  (504)  473-8068. 


FOR  SALE:  2- Davis  Transloader  Wagons;  1-1981  International  Hi- 
Crop  Tractor:  1  -  Zeringue  Three-row  Cultivator  with  Off-Bar 
Attachments;  1  -  Ferguson  Drain  Cleaner.  Call  (504)  644-1952. 
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The  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry 

Commemorates 

200  i^ears 

of 
Commercial 

Sugar 

Production 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUUOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

PatinDylieRoad 

504/638-8343 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC. 

Independently  Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 
Crop  Management         •  Pest  Scouting 
RSD  Testing  •  Soil  Testing 

•  Other  Services 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  BS,  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Office/Home  Phone  &  FAX  (504)  446-3520 

Mobile  (504)449-6170 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Condition. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
i&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Cane 
Tractor 


ARTS 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 


JULY,  1995 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE    (Continued  from  page  7) 


HOUSE  AND  SENATE  HEARINGS  ON 
THE  FARM  BILL  ARE  COMPLETED 

Over  the  past  month,  both  the  house 
and  senate  agriculture  committees 
completed  hearings  on  the  1995  farm 
bill.  Representatives  from  the  sugar 
industry  were  invited  to  testify  on  the 
importance  of  the  U.S.  sugar  policy  at 
both  the  house  and  senate  subcommit- 
tee hearings. 

The  House  Agriculture  Subcom- 
mittee on  Risk  Management  and 
Specialty  Crops  held  a  hearing  on  the 
U.S.  sugar  policy  on  May  24,  1995. 
Both  opponents  and  supporters, 
including  house  members,  USD  A  offi- 
cials, GAG,  Landell  Mills,  growers  and 
processors  made  up  the  7  panels  that 
testified  throughout  the  day.  Con- 
gressmen Dan  Miller  (R-FL),  Charles 
Schumer  (D-NY)  and  Phil  English  (R- 
PA)  defended  efforts  to  eliminate  the 
program,  but  found  themselves  out- 
numbered by  the  many  supporters 
such  as  Rep.  Mike  Crapo  (R-ID)  and 
Patsy  Mink  (D-HI)  as  well  as  most  of 
the  subcommittee  members  who  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  U.S.  sugar  program. 

Charles  Thibaut,  Chairman  of  the 
Legislative  Committee,  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  on  behalf  of  the 
sugar  cane  industry  accompanied  by 
representatives  from  Hawaii,  Florida 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 


and  Texas  testified  that  a  "one  penny 
drop  in  the  loan  rate  would  be  an  inca- 
pacitating blow  to  Louisiana  growers." 
He  continued  with  the  devastating 
effects  of  such  a  drop  to  the  other  areas 
of  the  country,  "There  would  undoubt- 
edly be  a  wrenching  industry  shake- 
out  as  producers  leave  the  business  or 
try  to  hold  on... but  fail." 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Subcom- 
mittee on  Production  and  Price  Com- 
petitiveness was  held  June  15,  1995. 
Mr.  Craig  Anderson,  a  sugarbeet 
farmer  from  Longmont,  Colorado,  rep- 
resented the  U.S.  sweetener  industry 
as  he  outlined  the  industry's  recom- 
mended proposal  for  sugar  policy  in 
the  1995  farm  bill.  Anderson  further 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  U.S. 
sugar  policy  is  in  place  as  a  safeguard 
against  unfair  foreign  dumping  of 
highly  subsidized  sugar,  threatening 
the  420,000  jobs  nationwide  that  the 
sweetener  industry  provides.  "Let  the 
issue  be  clear,"  he  said,  "the  sugar 
issue  is  a  profit  for  our  opponents,  but 
a  survival  issue  for  us." 

WORLD  AGRICULTURAL  SUPPLY 
AND  DEMAND  ESTIMATES 

According  to  USDA  in  a  June  12, 
1995  report,  U.S.  sugar  production  in 
FY  1995/96  is  projected  at  7.68  million 
short  tons,  raw  value,  down  20,000 
tons  from  last  month's  forecast. 
Downward  revisions  are  caused  by 
smaller  than  anticipated  sugar  pro- 
duction in  Hawaii  and  slight  revisions 
in  other  regions.  Cane  sugar  produc- 
tion forecasts  for  FY  1995/96,  with 
1994/95  in  parentheses,  in  thousands 
short  tons  are:  Florida  1,800  (1,726), 
Hawaii  460  (500),  Louisiana  900 
(1,020),  Puerto  Rico  40  (45)  and  Texas 
130(142). 
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BICENTENNIAL  POSTERS  —  The  Louisiana  Department  of  Tourism,  along 
with  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture,  have  added  a 
new  poster  to  their  series  of  posters  celebrating  Louisiana. 
This  year,  they  have  incorporated  the  bicentennial  by  includ- 
ing sugarcane.  Lieutenant  Governor  Schwegmann  and 
Commissioner  Odom  have  also  included  the  bicentennial  seal 
on  the  posters  they  will  contribute  to  the  celebration. 

Each  dues  paying  farm  will  receive  one  free  commemorative 
poster,  which  can  be  picked  up  at  the  factory  to  which  they 
deliver  their  largest  percentage  of  cane.  You  will  receive  a 
notice  as  to  when  the  posters  will  be  available  at  the  factory. 

Additional  posters  will  be  sold  for  a  cost  of  $3.50,  which  is  to  cover  the  cost  of 
postage,  by  returning  the  form  below. 

Order  your  Commemorative  Bicentennial  Poster  today! 

************************************* 

FAMILY  FARM  SIGN  —  The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Bicentennial 
Committee  has  designed  a  'family  farm  sign"  to  sell  to  Louisiana  sugarcane  fam- 
ilies. This  sign  was  designed  to  let  residents  and  tourists  know  that  your  property 

is  owned  and  operated  by  a  Louisiana  sugarcane 
i'^^^^>ft      family. 

Each  sugarcane  farming  family  can  purchase  a 
"Family  Farm  Sign"  from  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  for  a  cost  of  $25.00.  Signs  may  be  picked  up 
at  any  factory  to  which  you  deliver  cane. 

To  obtain  a  sign  please  return  the  form  on  the  bottom 
of  this  page  and  a  check  for  $25.00  before  March  28,  1995. 

Order  your  Commemorative  Family  Farm  Sign  today! 

(Please  allow  6  to  8  weeks  for  delivery.) 

Return  to: 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  P.O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


NAME 


COMPANY  NAME. 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


NUMBER  OF  POSTERS  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  ORDER 
NUMBER  OF  SIGNS  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  ORDER? 


NAME  OF  FACTORY  AT  WHICH  YOU  WILL  PICK  UP  YOUR  SIGN? 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 
P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  U  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

1167HaymarketDr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 
John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 
Pelican  State  Division 
'  12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,&MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  U  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  U  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
9357  Interline  Ave.         Baton  Rouge,  U  70809 


LOUISMNA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 
1010  Florida  Bvld.  Baton  Rouge,  U  70802 

LOUISL\NA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  U  70737 

MONSANTO 
800N.  Lindbergh  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East  Broussard,  LA  70518 

5810  Airline  Hwy.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 
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Raceland  Sugars,  Inc. 
Raceland,  La. 


The  Raceland  sugar  factory  began 
operations  as  a  then  modern, 
large  sugar  factory  in  1892.  It  has 
operated  under  the  names  of  various 
companies  and  corporations  through  the 
years,  having  started  as  the  Leon 
Godchaux  Co.,  Ltd.  It  changed  its  name 
in  1914  to  the  Godchaux  Co.,  Inc.,  and 
later  to  Godchaux  Sugars,  Inc.,  under 
which  name  it  operated  until  1956  when 
Gulf  States  Land  and  Industries  pur- 
chased the  Raceland  mill.  A  name 
change  occurred  in  1958  when  South 
Coast  Corp.  purchased  the  Raceland  fac- 
tory and  its  farmland  and  made  major 
changes  in  the  mill.  In  1979-80  there  was 
again  a  change  of  ownership  and  the 
company's  name  then  became  South 
Coast  Sugars,  Inc. 


In  1991  Savannah  Foods  and  Indus- 
tries, Inc.,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  purchased 
assets  of  South  Coast  Sugars,  mainly  the 
Raceland  mill  and  farm  operations.  Sa- 
vannah Foods  is  a  major  sugar  company 
with  operations  in  12  states.  The 
Raceland  sugar  mill  today  operates  un- 
der the  name  of  Raceland  Sugars,  Inc.  In 
its  first  year  of  operation  under  Savan- 
nah, new  capital  items  were  being  in- 
stalled including  a  150,000-pound  boiler, 
complete  automation  of  the  pan  floor, 
centrifugals,  and  a  1,300-horsepower 
seven-foot  mill  for  the  1993  harvest  sea- 
son. 

The  Raceland  factory  has  been  in 
operation  for  over  100  years  and  its 
grinding  capacity  for  the  1994  crop  ex- 
ceeded 550,000  tons  of  cane. 
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COME  SEE  THE  FUTURE. 

THE  NEXT 

MAGNUM  IS  HERE. 


You  have  to  see  it  to  believe  it ... 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM "  tractors  are 
better  than  the  ones  introduced  seven 
years  ago. 

Hundreds  of  improvements  and 
refinements  make  these  MAGNUMs 
even  more  productive: 

•  A  high-technology  Case  8.3  L 
505  cu.  in.  engine  provides  even 
more  fuel-efficient  power. 

•  A  standard  18-speed  powershift 
transmission  combines  the  right 


speeds  with  even  more  control. 

•  Up  to  1 1  %  tighter  turning  capability. 

•  Operator  comfort,  instrumentation 
and  visibility  is  better  than 

ever  before. 

Choose  from  five  models,  starting 
with  the  130  PTO  hp  7210,  all  the  way 
to  the  21 5  PTO  hp  7250  —  the  most 
powerful  2WD  tractor  in  the  world. 

Don't  delay!  Come  see  the  future 
today:  the  next  MAGNUM. 


a  1993  J  I  Case 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)  667-6535 

Gremillion's,  Inc.    Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

New  Roads,  LA              Jeanerette,  LA 
(504)638-6347               (318)276-6384 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA            Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  447-3776                (504)  473-7927 
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THE        LEAGUE 


BY  Charlie  Melancon 


We  are  now  into  the  time  of  year 
that  the  LSU  Ag  Extension  is 
holding  its  field  days  and  I 
am  using  this  opportunity  to  speak  di- 
rectly with  many  growers  in  the  sugar 
belt.  It  troubles  me  that  many  of  the 
growers  appear  down  over  the  rumors 
that  are  coming  from  Washington  D.C. 
Unfortunately,  as  always,  it  appears  that 
only  the  bad  news  gets  circulated 
throughout  the  industry 

Let  me  first  say  that  I  do  not  believe 
that  everything  is  "gloom  and  doom"  as 
the  commercial  users  would  have  you 
believe.  The  domestic  sugar  industry 
representatives  from  throughout  the 
country  have  been  visiting  on  Capitol 
Hill  with  House  and  Senate  members 
over  the  last  several  weeks.  We  have 
been  presenting  your  side  of  the  issue 
and  the  facts  and  figures  that  support 
your  argument.  It  is  generally  felt  that 
we,  as  an  industry,  have  been  well  re- 
ceived by  those  members  of  Congress 
who  are  willing  to  listen  and  have  a  de- 
sire to  make  an  intelligent  and  rational 
vote  on  the  sugar  program  and  the  farm 
bill. 

Please  remember  as  we  move 
through  the  process  of  legislating  on  the 
sugar  title  and  farm  bill  that,  in  fact,  the 
entire  exercise  is  a  "process."  What  is 
introduced  in  the  House  or  the  Senate  is 
not  the  final  product  that  may  ultimately 
come  out  of  the  process;  and,  in  most  in- 
stances, may  not  always  resemble  the 
original  proposal  throughout  the  pro- 
cess. However,  the  final  product  is  our 


major  concern  and  I  hope  that  you  in  the 
industry  will  keep  that  in  mind  and  not 
be  upset  or  let  any  one  set  back  in  the 
process  cause  us  to  lose  our  focus.  There 
is  an  old  saying  that  if  you  ever  watched 
hot  dogs  being  made  you  would  never 
eat  one.  The  legislative  process,  at  times, 
can  also  be  an  ugly  and  distasteful  pro- 
cess. I  am  cautiously  optimistic  about 
our  efforts.  You've  done  it  before  and 
you  can  do  it  again! 

Several  weeks  ago  I  attended  the 
Farm  Bureau  Annual  Convention  and 
the  sugar  commodity  report  at  that  con- 
vention. David  Berg,  who  is  with  Ameri- 
can Crystal  Cooperative  in  North  Da- 
kota, was  the  guest  speaker.  For  those 
who  were  there  and  for  those  who  were 
listening,  one  of  the  remarks  that  stuck 
was  that  American  Crystal  says  they  can 
produce  a  pound  of  refined  sugar  for  ap- 
proximately 16  cents  a  pound.  That,  my 
friends,  is  terribly  efficient  whether  you 
are  looking  at  the  cost  from  a  farmer's 
perspective  or  from  a  processor's  per- 
spective. It  is  inherent  upon  each  and 
every  one  of  us  in  this  industry  to  realize 
that  we  need  to  be  as  efficient  as  possible 
if  we  are  going  to  survive.  As  you  well 
know,  we  are  very  cost  efficient  in  the 
production  of  sugar  in  Louisiana.  How- 
ever, I  don't  think  that  our  numbers  pres- 
ently reflect  the  efficiency  that  American 
Crystal  touts  as  its  cost  of  production.  We 
need  to  keep  focused,  not  only  on  the 
sugar  title  and  the  farm  bill,  but  also  on 
efficiency  and  the  longevity  of  our  indus- 
try. We  need  to  put  aside  our  personal 


differences  and  pull  together  where 
needed  so  that  we  as  an  industry  not 
only  survive,  but  prosper.  There  is  no 
hidden  message  in  this  paragraph,  only 
a  note  to  those  involved  that  it  is  time 
that  we  all  "wake  up  and  smell  the 
roses."  We  can't  wait  every  five  years  for 
the  government  to  decide  what's  good 
for  us.  You  and  you  alone  can  determine 
your  future.  Think  about  it  -  but  not  for 
long,  as  time's-a-wasting. 

In  addition,  the  Farm  Bureau  Con- 
vention elected  officers  for  the  upcoming 
year.  Jackie  Theriot  of  St.  Martin  Parish 
was  elected  secretary-treasurer.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  election,  I  was  speaking 
with  several  Farm  Bureau  staff  people 
and  we  were  going  through  the  list  of  po- 
sitions that  Jackie  presently  holds  from 
school  board  member  to  Farm  Bureau 
president  of  St.  Martin  Parish,  to  general 
manager  of  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Coop- 
erative, to  chairman  of  the  Farm  Bureau 
Sugar  Advisory  Committee;  and  yet,  he 
still  finds  time  to  take  on  more  tasks  than 


most  of  us  would  think  humanly  pos- 
sible. 

Additionally,  congratulations  go  to 
Tom  Ellender  of  Bourg  who  was  elected 
to  the  board  of  directors  of  Farm  Bureau, 
and  to  Juan  Segura  of  New  Iberia  who 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  Young 
Farmers  and  Ranchers  Committee.  It 
makes  me  proud  to  see  sugar  people  as- 
suming leadership  positions.  Congratu- 
lations! 

One  last  note  -  the  answer  is  em- 
phatic! The  League's  position  on  a  loan 
rate  for  the  upcoming  program  years  is 
18  cents  and  not  less  as  some  have  incor- 
rectly rumored. 

On  state  legislation,  the  League  was 
successful  in  having  passed  a  100,000 
GVW  for  sugar  cane  trucks.  The  permit 
will  cost  $100  per  year.  Also,  1-49  from 
Meeker  to  Washington  is  an  alternate  to 
Hwy.  167.  Unless  the  feds  object,  the 
same  weight  limits  mentioned  above 
will  be  allowed  on  this  stretch  of  high- 
way. 
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Don't  Let  Workers'  Compensation 
Insurance  Cost  Tie  Your 
Business  Down! 


m 


Call 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKEHS-    COMPENSATION    SELT    /NSUHERS    FUND 


and  Cut  Those  Cost. 

(800)  349-3440 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


WITH  Don  Wallace 


FY  1996  Agriculture  Appropriations 
Bill  to  be  considered  by  House 

The  House  will  begin  consideration 
of  the  1996  fiscal  year  Agriculture  Appro- 
priations bill  which  provides  $62.5  bil- 
lion in  funds  for  commodity,  nutrition, 
conservation  and  rural  development  ex- 
port programs.  The  bill  is  scheduled  for 
hearing  the  week  of  July  17,  pending 
completion  of  Interior  Appropriations. 
Provisions  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, which  affected  mandatory  spend- 
ing programs  under  jurisdiction  of  Agri- 
culture Committee,  sparked  a  dispute 
between  Rep.  Bob  Livingston,  R-LA, 
chairman  of  Appropriations,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  Agriculture  Committee. 
Livingston  claimed  the  provisions 
would  make  it  impossible  to  meet  bud- 
get reconciliation  instructions.  The  com- 
mittee will  vote  on  a  rule  that  will  allow 
for  unlimited  amendments  during  de- 
bate on  appropriations  measures  before 
beginning  debate  on  the  proposed  bill. 
As  of  July  14,  some  of  the  amendments 
identified  as  likely  to  be  offered  include: 
Rep.  Nita  Lowey,  D-NY,  to  deny  all  pro- 
gram benefits  to  producers  with  off-farm 
income  exceeding  $100,000;  Rep.  Ber- 
nard Sanders,  I-VT,  to  limit  all  benefits  to 
$50,000  per  producer;  and  Reps.  Charles 
Schumer,  D-NY,  Dick  Zimmer.  R-NJ  and 
Rep.  Bernard  Sanders,  to  eliminate  Mar- 
ket Protection  Programs.  Agriculture 
Committee  Chairman  Pat  Roberts,  R-KS 
and  ranking  member  Kika  de  la  Garza, 
D-TX  will  work  with  leaders  of  the  Ap- 


propriations Committee  and  House 
leadership  to  defeat  these  amendments 
should  the  rule  allowing  their  introduc- 
tion pass.  All  amendments  were  de- 
feated in  their  respective  subcommit- 
tee(s). 

Supreme  Court  rules  against  racial 
districts  in  Georgia 

On  June  29, 1995  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  a  5-4  ruling  on  Miller  v.  Johnson,  struck 
down  the  House  district  map  for  Geor- 
gia, which  included  three  majority-black 
districts,  stating  that  race  could  no  longer 
be  the  "predominant  factor"  in  drawing 
Congressional  district  lines.  The  case 
was  spurred  by  the  Bush  Administration 
Justice  Department  targeting  of  the  cre- 
ation of  the  11th  district  of  Georgia,  held 
by  Democrat  Cynthia  Mckinney  and 
made  up  of  a  64  percent  black  popula- 
tion. It  will  require  a  redrawing  of  the 
Congressional  districts.  The  ruling  paves 
the  way  for  challenges  of  other  minority 
districts  including  that  of  Rep.  Cleo 
Fields,  D-LA.  The  Supreme  Court  had 
originally  refused  to  consider  the  chal- 
lenges to  the  Louisiana  state  Legis- 
lature's shaping  of  Fields'  4th  district, 
but  a  new  suit  was  filed  July  10  and  the 
Georgia  case  may  set  precedent.  The 
state  has  argued  that  race  was  not  the 
main  factor  in  drawing  the  map  and  that 
other  factors  such  as  "community  of  in- 
terest" were  also  considered.  Further, 
Fields  has  argued  that  the  new  suit  is  an 
affront  to  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965, 


amended  in  1982  and  interpreted  by  the 
Justice  Department  to  require  several 
southern  states  to  create  districts  with 
black  or  Hispanic  majorities  after  the 
1990  census. 

Democrats  challenge  new  Republican 
appointment 

After  Republicans  announced  plans 
to  create  an  additional  slot  on  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  for  Rep.  Greg 
Laughlin,  R-TX,  who  had  just  jumped  to 
the  Republican  party,  Democrats  pro- 
tested as  a  corresponding  minority  seat 
was  not  offered.  The  Democrats 
launched  a  near-filibuster  of  the  fiscal 
1996  foreign  operations  spending  bill, 
forcing  the  House  into  its  first  all-night 
session  of  the  year  on  June  28-29  before 
adjourning  for  the  Fourth  of  July  holiday. 
The  Democrats  vowed  to  continue  their 
protest  after  the  recess.  Upon  returning 
from  the  holiday,  the  Democrats  contin- 
ued to  stall,  claiming  the  Republicans 
were  trying  to  stack  the  powerful 
tax-writing  committee  as  Congress 
works  on  tax  and  Medicare  cuts.  In  the 
end,  the  House  approved  248-162  the 
assignment  of  the  additional  seat  as  a 
bloc  of  23  conservative  Democrats,  in- 
cluding Rep.  Billy  Tauzin,  D-LA,  and 
Rep.  Jimmy  Hayes,  D-LA,  sided  with  the 
Republicans. 

USDA  reassigns  cane  sugar 
marketing  allotments  and  allocations 
for  FY  1995 

According  to  a  release  on  July  13, 
1995,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
announced  the  reassignment  of  30,000 
short  tons  of  the  Hawaii  allotment  that 
will  not  be  filled  because  of  a  deficit  in 
the  state's  sugar  supply.  The  reassign- 
ments  in  Florida,  Louisiana,  Texas  and 
Puerto  Rico  were  limited  to  only  those 


processors  whose  expected  supply  ex- 
ceeded their  previous  allocation.  A  total 
of  3,281  short  tons  of  raw  cane  sugar  was 
also  reassigned  from  Louisiana  proces- 
sors with  surplus  allocation  to  Louisiana 
processors  with  surplus  production. 

World  agricultural  supply  and 
demand  estimates 

A  release  by  the  USDA  on  July  12, 
1995,  notes  that  U.S.  sugar  production  in 
FY  1995-96  is  projected  at  7.68  million 
short  tons  raw  value,  unchanged  from 
last  month's  forecast  and  3.8  percent  less 
that  the  1994-95  estimate.  U.S.  imports  of 
sugar,  under  the  tariff-rate  quota  in  1994- 
95,  are  increased  to  take  account  of  the 
reallocation  of  quota  shortfall,  combined 
with  adjustments  in  the  forecasts  for 
other  imports  and  for  export  raises  the 
1994-95  ending  stock  forecast  by  116,000 
tons. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 

*  FULLY  AUTOMATIC  * 

*  ALL  HYDRAULIC  * 

7'  X  25'  Carrying  Capacity 

*  15  ACRES  PER  DAY  PROVEN  * 

SIMPLE  •  RUCCED  •  RELIABLE 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  -  CONVERSIONS  OF 

EXISTING  PLANTER'S  AIDS  TO 

FULLY  AUTOMATIC 

iiTio  ^m  ^¥  mm  pimim%  m  mmmmm 

Manufactured  in  Port  Bar  re.  LA   B\ 

HEARNE  CONSULTING  INC. 

To  place  your  order  call 

318-942-8180        FAX  318-942-8377 


ARM        NOTES 


BY  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Varieties  to  Plant  in  1995  - 
Ciean  Seed  industry  Calendar 


The  1995  variety  recommendations 
have  once  again  been  prepared 
and  are  available  through  your 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice, county  agent's  oftice.  In  addition  to 
information  on  varieties,  it  includes  all  of 
the  details  concerning  use  of  clean  seed, 
planting  times,  furrow  widths,  planting 
rate,  soil  cover,  depth  of  planting,  succes- 
sion planting,  weed  control  at  planting 
and  soil  insect  control. 

All  of  the  varieties  found  in  the  vari- 
ety recommendations  have  a  place  on 
your  farm.  However,  the  important  point 
is  that  although  they  have  a  place,  it  is 
not  necessarily  to  the  same  extent.  It  be- 
comes important  to  know  where  each 
variety  can  best  perform  on  your  farm 
and  how  you  can  take  advantage  of  its 
strong  points,  while  minimizing  the  ef- 
fects of  its  weak  points.  Again  this  year, 
the  majority  of  the  state's  acreage  is 
planted  in  the  two  oldest  varieties,  CP 
65-357  and  CP  70-321.  LCP  82-89  and 
LCP  85-384  are  both  being  advanced  rap- 
idly and  will  undoubtedly  occupy  major 
acreage  before  long.  These  varieties, 
along  with  CP  72-370,  are  the  five  variet- 
ies recommended  for  major  planting  in 
1995.  Other  varieties,  because  of  their 
limitations,  are  not  increasing  in  acreage 
to  the  same  degree.  In  order  for  growers 
to  truly  be  efficient  in  variety  usage,  they 
must  produce  and  deUver  the  maximum 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre  while  spending 
the  fewest  dollars  possible  to  achieve  this 
yield. 

Each  year,  the  League  has  distributed 


a  one-sheet  chart  on  varieties  at  the  field 
days  where  League  agronomists  have 
been  invited  to  speak.  Growers  and 
county  agents  have  indicated  they  like 
the  simple  format  and  have  asked  us  to 
continue  to  provide  this  one-page  hand- 
out. The  chart  shown  on  the  next  page  is 
similar  to  a  portion  of  that  sheet  and  in- 
dicates where  recommended  varieties 
are  best  suited  to  be  grown  on  your  farm. 
The  chart  not  only  shows  which  soil  type 
is  most  suitable  to  each  variety,  but  also 
those  characteristics  about  each  variety 
which  would  make  you  want  to  plant  it 
in  a  certain  area.  The  chart  does  not  say 
that  any  one  variety  will  not  grow  on  a 
particular  soil  type.  Instead,  it  lists  the 
soils  where  a  grower  can  expect  to  take 
advantage  of  that  variety's  strong  points. 
For  example,  because  of  its  later  matu- 
rity, growers  can  expect  LHo  83-153  to  be 
more  profitable  when  grown  on  mixed  to 
light  soils  since  they  are  normally  har- 
vested later  in  the  season.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  earlier  maturing  varieties,  es- 
pecially those  which  have  performed 
well  in  clay  soils,  can  be  more  profitable 
on  the  heavy  soils.  Varieties  susceptible 
to  borers  must  be  planted  away  from 
subdivisions,  public  facilities,  water- 
ways, etc.,  while  those  varieties  more  re- 
sistant should  be  planted  in  these  envi- 
ronmentally sensitive  areas  in  order  to 
maximize  efficiency. 

This  table  is  not  totally  inclusive  of  all 
characteristics.  The  variety  recommen- 
dations available  from  your  county 
agent  has  complete  details  on  all  charac- 


teristics  of  all  the  recommended  variet-  provide  a  quick  summary  of  where  vari- 
ies.  However,  this  chart,  based  on  the  eties  should  be  planted  in  order  that 
variety  recommendations  data,  should     maximum  profitability  be  achieved. 


Fields  Best  Suited  to  the  Recommended  Varieties 

(+  me^\s  a  posati v^  or  good  <^w^«cted$U<v  wlule  -  mmt^  a.  *ieg«Uve  or  he4  <?h4i«ctefl$tjc) 

Variety 

Characf  eristics  to  Consider 

Most  Suitabie  SoU  Types 

CP  72-370 

+  Maturity^ 

■fc  JK^.^J 

Hfeavy 

Mtxeo 

CP79-3I5 

+  Maturity, 

-   Harvestabaity           -   Cold  Tolerance 

Heavy 

Mixed 

CP  65-357 

+  Cold  ToieTance          +  HarvestabiUty 

+  Maturity                    -   Stubbiin^ 

Heavy 

Mixed 

:   L^l 

LCPS2-89 

+  Maturity                   +  Haivestaomty 

-  i?$D                '  t^rsc^id 

H^vy 

M^!><^ 

^    Ught 

CF  70-321 

4-  Cold  l^ler^iK^          +  Matyiity 

-  Productivity  ortH«avy  Soil 

'■  Mixed 

:   U^ht 

LH083-153 

-  Malunty                   -  Harvestabifity     1 

;  Mixed 

Mgirt 

^ 

Varieties  in  Expansion  Mode 

LCP^-3a4 

+  Stubbling                  +  MatoiJty 

+  Borer                        -^  Harvesiabitity 

;  Heavy  ; 

;  Mixed 

;   light 

HoCP85-M5 

+  Harvest^Klity           +  Matarily 

:  Mked 

:    Light 

LCP86454 

■*-  Borer                        -f-  Harve^iabili!;^ 

-  Stands    -  Shatog   '  BSVt 

Mixed  ; 

ygbt 

Clean  Seed 

Today,  there  are  numerous  diseases 
that  can  be  found  around  the  cane  belt. 
Some  are  easy  to  find  while  others  re- 
quire a  scientific  test  to  determine 
whether  the  organism  that  causes  the 
disease  is  actually  present.  Not  all  of 
these  diseases  cause  the  same  amount  of 
yield  loss  and  some  probably  don't  even 
hurt  your  pocketbook.  However,  one 
thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  ratoon  stunt- 
ing disease  has  the  potential  to  cost  you 
more  in  yields  and  profit  than  any  of  the 


diseases  we  now  see  and  with  the  cur- 
rent varieties  available  for  production. 
Mosaic  and  smut  resistance/tolerance 
has  been  bred  in  the  varieties  now  avail- 
able. Leaf  scald  has  the  potential  to  cause 
problems,  but  is  fairly  new  to  the  indus- 
try Rust  can  be  damaging  where  it  oc- 
curs, but  is  sporadic,  and  other  diseases 
simply  cause  minor  or  highly  localized 
damage.  It  is  also  felt  that  any  of  these 
other  diseases,  although  perhaps  minor 
in  injury  by  themselves,  can  cause  more 
severe  problems  when  seen  in  conjunc- 
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tion  with  RSD. 

There  are  several  facts  about  RSD 
that  are  of  particular  importance  -  one  is 
that  it  causes  major  losses  in  many  of  the 
presently  grown  varieties,  and  secondly, 
you  should  follow  a  clean  seed  program 
that  will  reduce  the  impact  of  this  disease 
on  your  profits.  If  you  are  not  going  to 
protect  the  seed  from  re-infection  once 
you  have  it  on  your  farm,  then  it  does 
little  good  for  breeders  to  try  to  keep  dis- 
ease out  of  the  experiment  station  seed 
supply,  little  good  for  the  League  to  try  to 
increase  clean  seed  of  new  varieties,  and 
little  good  for  you  to  purchase  Kleentek 
or  to  hot  water  treat.  In  last  year's  July 
issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin  was  an  excel- 
lent discussion  of  a  clean  seed  program 
and  some  of  this  information  can  be 
found  in  other  publications.  Much  of  this 
information  is  common  sense,  but  it  is 
often  neglected.  Growers  should  try 
their  best  to  clean  equipment  of  cane  ma- 
terial, sterilize  equipment  to  combat  dis- 
ease organisms,  use  equipment  in  clean 
seed  before  (not  after)  moving  into 
known  infected  material,  and  use  only 
clean  seed  as  planting  material,  among 
other  items. 

For  this  industry  to  be  efficient,  it  is 
important  that  growers  utilize  the 


cleanest  seed  possible  and  do  all  they  can 
to  keep  it  clean.  Only  in  this  way  will  the 
maximum  yield  potential  be  reached  and 
the  fewest  dollars  wasted  by  letting  clean 
seed  get  dirty.  Kleentek  has  seed  of  most 
varieties  that  they  sell  each  year.  Many 
growers  are  still  interested  in  hot  water 
treatment  and  for  those  mills  that  have 
hot  water  units,  the  League  has  equip- 
ment which  can  be  used  to  check  the 
water  temperatures  throughout  the  tank. 
The  League  staff  is  available  should  you 
need  assistance  with  this  equipment. 

Industry  Calendar 

Each  year  there  seems  to  be  more  and 
more  meetings  to  attend  whether  they 
are  sponsored  by  the  League,  Coopera- 
tive Extension  Service,  Farm  Bureau,  re- 
search agencies,  factories,  service  agen- 
cies or  others.  Since  it  can  become  rather 
difficult  to  find  just  the  right  day  when 
no  one  else  has  a  meeting  scheduled,  the 
League  is  prepared  to  keep  an  industry 
calendar  of  events.  Should  you  want  to 
schedule  a  meeting  or  find  out  when  one 
is  scheduled,  simply  call  the  League  of- 
fice. In  this  way,  we  hope  to  allow  better 
communication  within  the  industry  re- 
garding the  many  meetings,  which  are 
all  important. 


WANTED:  JD  &  l-H  Tractors  for  Parts. 
Any  Age  or  Cor^ditior^. 

New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  Crop  and  Row  Crop 
Tractor  Parts,  Tires,  Rebuilt  Clutches,  Crank 
Shafts,  Injector  Pumps  and  More.  Also  Any 
Hard-To-Find  Parts.  We  Buy  Farm  Equipment 
&  Salvage  Tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 


Cane 
Tractor 


ARTS 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  LA 


Special  Bicentennial  Edition  Of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl' 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  coo\<hooV.    Cost  ptr  copy  is  $16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $378  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  p«r  book  of  $22.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is  


Name  _ 
Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl.    (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s. 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107Silverbell 

Lafayette,  LA    70508 

(318)  237-8902 


Special  Volume  Prices  available  upon  request 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KANE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


12 
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^^?^^^ 

Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1 1 05  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA      31 8-229-641 5 
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Mechanical  Planters: 
Practically  Speaking 

BY  Herman  Waguespack  Jr..  Charley  Rjchard. 
WiNDELL  Jackson  and  Dalton  Undry 


With  the  prospects  for  a  taller 
than  normal  crop  in  some  ar- 
eas, planting  will  likely  be 
underway  before  this  article  is  printed. 
Nevertheless,  it  may  be  useful  to  review 
some  of  the  information  from  the  planter 
tests  conducted  by  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  and  try  to  draw  some  prac- 
tical knowledge  from  them.  This  article  is 
not  intended  to  be  a  detailed  report,  but 
rather  a  helpful  reminder  that  a  success- 
ful planting  season  is  the  foundation  for 
a  productive  cycle  of  cane. 

The  current  interest  in  mechanical 
planting  is  expected  to  continue,  espe- 
cially as  sugarcane  acreage  per  farm  in- 
creases and  growers  are  faced  with  the 
chore  of  finding  quality  labor  to  plant  the 
increased  acreage.  The  newer  versions  of 
mechanical  planters,  called  "automatic" 
planters  (one  operator  handles  the  trac- 
tor and  planter),  give  growers  the  oppor- 
tunity to  plant  their  crop  under  more 
optimum  conditions  with  less  labor.  This 
can  be  particularly  important  in  wet 
years  when  only  a  short  window  of  op- 
portunity occurs.  The  new,  streamlined 
mechanical  planters  are  simple  to  oper- 
ate and  carry  about  twice  as  much 
seedcane  as  the  older  versions.  This  al- 
lows the  wagons  to  spend  more  of  the 
day  in  the  field  planting  cane,  instead  of 
traveling  to  and  from  the  seed  source. 
The  increased  wagon  capacity,  coupled 
with  improved  metering  of  cane,  has 
contributed  to  more  efficient  seedcane 
usage.  Based  on  the  information  col- 
lected from  the  planters  tested  in  1993, 


the  machines  distributed  between  3.2 
and  5.6  tons  of  seedcane  per  acre  (Table 
1).  This  is  considerably  less  than  the  8-  to 
10-ton  rate  that  older  versions  used  to 
dump  into  the  furrow.  Using  the  hand 
planted  rate  at  both  locations  for  com- 
parison, the  eight  mechanical  planters 
that  were  tested  can  be  categorized  ac- 
cording to  the  amount  of  seedcane  dis- 
tributed. Three  machines  put  out  ap- 
proximately the  same  amount  of 
seedcane  per  acre  as  the  hand  planters, 
while  five  planters  distributed  about  1  to 
2  tons  more  seedcane  per  acre  than  the 
hand  planters.  The  first  group  of  ma- 
chines tended  to  distribute  less  piles  but 
more  gaps  than  those  planters  that  put 
out  more  seedcane.  A  pile  was  consid- 
ered a  planted  space  with  more  than  10 
stalks  and  a  gap  was  an  unplanted  space 
more  than  3  feet  long.  The  group  of  five 
planters,  which  distributed  more 
seedcane  than  the  hand  planters,  tended 
to  leave  more  piles  and  less  gaps  than  the 
others.  The  question  of  what  happens 
when  a  pile  of  cane  is  covered  can  be 
argued  either  way,  depending  upon  the 
weather,  but  what  is  certain  is  that  if  a 
portion  of  the  furrow  is  left  without  cane, 
there  will  be  a  gap.  Some  may  view  the 
added  seedcane  as  insurance  against  a 
Louisiana  winter,  yet  others  may  see  this 
as  a  wasted  resource.  To  try  and  answer 
this  question,  the  planted  rows  were  cov- 
ered without  being  fixed  at  one  location 
and  a  portion  of  the  rows  were  covered 
without  fixing  at  the  second  location.  In 
the  spring  of  1994,  the  number  of  gaps 


and  the  length  of  each  gap  was  recorded. 
The  machines  that  distributed  seedcane 
tonnage  approximately  equal  to  the 
hand  planted  rate  had  considerably 
more  gaps  in  the  spring  (Table  2).  The 
plant  cane  stands  had  13  to  17  percent  of 
the  rowfeet  occupied  in  gaps  greater 
than  3  feet  long,  and  yielded  6  to  7  per- 
cent less  tons  of  cane  per  acre  than  the 
hand  planted  plots.  The  machines  that 
put  out  about  1  to  2  tons  more  seedcane 
per  acre  than  the  hand  planters  had  4  to 
8  percent  of  the  rowfeet  in  gaps  greater 
than  3  feet  long  and  yielded  equal  ton- 
nage to  the  hand  planted  plots. 

These  results  indicate  that  improve- 
ments have  been  made  in  the  amount  of 
seedcane  used  by  mechanical  planters, 
but  the  consistency  of  the  seeding  rate  is 
not  well  enough  advanced  to  reduce 
planting  rates  to  that  of  hand  planting.  In 
these  two  tests,  a  machine  planted  rate 


equal  to  the  hand  planted  rate  produced 
the  fewest  piles  but  the  most  gaps  and 
the  ultimate  blow  -  the  lowest  plant  cane 
yields.  Reducing  the  amount  of  seedcane 
used  by  mechanical  planters  should  be  a 
goal,  but  care  should  be  taken  not  to  re- 
duce this  rate  too  low.  The  machines  that 
used  more  seedcane  may  have  wasted 
cane  when  a  pile  was  planted,  but  the 
piles  did  not  adversely  affect  the  plant 
cane  yield.  Is  the  added  cost  of  seedcane 
worth  it?  An  economic  analysis  is 
planned  once  the  crop  cycle  yields  are 
completed. 

Perhaps  at  this  point  the  most  practi- 
cal use  of  this  data  is  that  if  the  situation 
arises  that  cane  must  be  covered  without 
fixing,  it  appears  to  be  more  important  to 
properly  fill  in  the  largest  gaps  than  to 
spread  out  the  piles.  What  may  be  even 
more  important  will  be  the  stubble  cane 
results  from  these  two  tests. 


Tons  oi$^e&im^ 

1993  at  the  Bayipti:::;i|iG:|i;;;^rt^ 


Planter 


Bayou  Tedte 
F-DRUMl 
F-DKUM2 
F-DRUM3 
R^SLATl 
HAND 

Bayou  Lafourche 
F-DRUMl 
R^DKUMl 
F-SLAT 
R-$LAT2 
R-DRUM2 
HAND 


3.3 
3.2 
4.6 
4.1 

3.4 


5.1 

4.7 
3.7 
5.6 
3.8 


*  per  1,000  feet  of  row 
F=  front 
R-  rear 


12.4 
17.6 
31.2 
12.1 


24.6 
14.4 
162 

4.4 
27.0 

0,0 


.  %7- 
12.0 

3,7 
2.0 
0.0 


1.9 
12 
2.2 

5.S 
0.6 
0.0 


V^mim^%i^ii^  with  gaps  p-eater  \\\m\ 
^i^}<^i^Y\^!^q{  Xoj\s  of  cane  per  acre 
;:ili:;i9!i|;;-2tif ;;|ii^  ;:i9tid[  Bayou 
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myouTeche 

F^RUMl 

F-DRUM2 

F-DRUM3 

R^SLATl 

HAND 

B(tyOu  iMfvUTChe 

r-DRUMl 

R-DRUMl 

F-SLAT 

R^$LAT2 

R-DRUM2 

HAND 


F^  front 
R~n?ar 


13.0 
17.0 

7.9 
7.5 
0,6 


6.2 

4.a 

5,3 
13.2 

3.7 

14 


Yi^id 

tans/ac 


28,9 
2S.4 
29.3 

30.3 
30,5 


34.6 

36.3 
35,8 
33.S 
35.6 
35.9 


m  SEE 

FOR 
YOmELfl 


You're  running  a  business,  and  it  should  be  profitable. 

Advantages:  Total  1 00%  right  off  •         ^^  Call  for 

FREE  maintenance  •  You  just  add  fuel      ^^  Low 

•  Know  your  cost  in  advance  rEWHOLLAiNo   Rental  Cost 


[B 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


HOUMA 

1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
504/876-2280 
800/969-0068 


BROUSSARD 

3811  Hwy.  gOEast 
318/837-2763 
800/960-0067 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
504/355-7716 
800/960-0069 


Your  Trust  is  Important  to  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  ennployees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Dean  Martin 
Thibodaux 


First  Soutli  PCA 


Agricaltural  Leader 


Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


AndyAndolsek 
Thibodaux 
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Heavy  lifting  pOM/er 
plus  clearance  for  cane 


John  Deere  7200  and  7400 
Hi-Crop  Tractors  lift  wide,  heavy 
bedders  and  cultivators  without 
hesitation.  Up  to  2,900  psi,  plus  a 
25.4-gpm  hydraulic  pump  option 
lets  you  maintain  power  to  steer 
and  brake  while  you  lift.  Then, 
just  touch  a  rocker  switch 
to  return  the  tool  to  your 
preset  depth. 


High  crop  clearance  matches 
your  needs,  with  better  than  35  inches 
under  each  axle.  And  both  the  92-hp 
7200  model  and  100-hp  7400  have 
John  Deere  diesel  engines  that  provide 
exceptional  torque-rise  (36  percent 
for  the  7400)  for  continuous  power 

and  pull  in  soft,  bedded  soil 

and  over  levees.  Optional 

Caster/ Action' 'MFWD 

adds  extra  pull  with  a 

tight  turning  radius. 


riThMWii.i^? ;^j;A„,v,,v 


Sh  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)  828-1332 


HI  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)  365-6667 


Melancon  Equipment  Inc. 

I^faycttc,  LA 
(318)  233-8M5 


The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-4851 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

Donaldsonvillc,  LA 
(504)  473-9861 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

Thibodaux,  IJ\ 
(504)  446-5061 


Quality  Equipment  Co 

Kaplan,  LA 
(318)  643-2249 
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BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


BY  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


While  this  past  session  was,  in 
the  minds  of  many,  the  most 
mean-spirited  in  recent  his- 
tory, the  sugar  industry  fared  very  well. 
A  well-deserved  thanks  goes  to  all  of  the 
legislators  representing  sugar  districts, 
and  especially  to  your  "floor  leaders"  — 
Reps.  Sydnie  May  Durand,  Audrey 
McCain,  and  Juba  Diez,  and  to  Sens. 
Mike  Foster,  Tom  Greene,  and  Craig 
Romero.  Please  give  them  a  call  and  let 
them  know  how  much  you  appreciate 
the  work  they  did  for  you. 

Following  is  a  recap  of  those  bills  that 
were  of  greatest  concern  to  the  League. 


Sugar  Exempt  from  Litter  Bill: 

HB  264  (Rep.  Francis  Thompson) 

Transfers  the  regulation  of  litter  from 
the  Department  of  Culture,  Recreation 
and  Tourism  to  the  Department  of  Envi- 
ronmental Quality  and  makes  changes  in 
penalties  and  other  matters.  (Effective  8/ 
15/95) 

*  Rep.  Thompson  agreed  to  amend 
sugar  out  of  this  bill. 


Special  Permit: 

HB  851  (Rep.  Sydnie  Mae  Durand) 
Provides  for  a  special  permit  for 

trucks  hauling  sugar  cane.  (Effective 

8/15/95) 

*  A  priority  bill  for  the  League  this 

session.  This  bill  increased  allowable 

weight  limits. 


Regulatory  Protection: 

HB  1080  (Rep.  Steve  Windhorst) 

Provides  for  adoption  and  nullifica- 
tion of  emergency  rules  and  limits  pro- 
posal of  emergency  rules  similar  to  dis- 
approved rules  relative  to  administrative 
procedure.  (Effective  6/29/95) 

*  In  the  past  few  years,  regulatory 
agencies  have  turned  to  rule-making 
when  they  have  been  unable  to  pass  their 
issues  through  the  legislature.  This  law 
will  help  to  curtail  the  bypassing  of  the 
legislative  process. 

1-49  Amendment: 

HB  1566  (Rep.  Juba  Diez) 

Increases  the  fee  for  a  harvest  season 
permit  for  an  overweight  truck.  (Effec- 
tive 6/17/95) 

*  Amended  by  Rep.  Diez  to  also  per- 
mit new  weight  limits  on  La.  167  Alter- 
nate 1-49  from  Meeker  to  Washington. 

Reaffirms  WC  as  Exclusive  Remedy: 

HB  1622  (Rep.  Sean  Reilly) 

Reaffirms  the  exclusiveness  of  rights 
and  remedies  in  worker's  compensation. 
(Effective  6/17/95) 

*  Corrects  the  erosion  of  the  doctrine 
of  "exclusive  remedy"  inherent  in  Loui- 
siana Workers  Comp  laws. 

The  Billiot  vs.  BP  Oil  decision  by  the 
Louisiana  Supreme  Court  sent 
Shockwaves  through  the  business  com- 
munity by  opening  the  door  for  punitive 
damages  in  workers  compensation 
cases. 
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Federal  Support  Resolution: 

HCR  208  (Rep.  Joe  Accardo) 

Memorialized  Congress  to  continue 
the  current  federal  support  programs  for 
sugar.  (Effective  6/8/95) 

*  Another  bill  that  reins  in  a  regula- 
tory agency. 

Cap  on  DEQ  Fees: 

SB  509  (Sen.  Ron  Landry) 

Prohibits  DEQ  from  increasing  fees 
by  more  than  5  percent  for  any  person  in 
any  one  fiscal  year,  or  the  creation  of  new 
fees.  (Effective  6/9/95) 

*  Another  bill  that  restricts  the  au- 
thority of  regulatory  agencies. 

Cap  on  DEQ  Fees: 

SB  622  (Sen.  Larry  Bankston) 

Prohibits  an  agency  from  increasing 
an  existing  fee  or  imposing  a  new  fee 
unless  authorized  by  statute.  (Effective 

8/15/95) 

Also  of  interest  were  the  following: 

HB  581  (Rep.  Gerald  Theunissen) 

Provides  that  agriculture  aviation 
businesses  shall  not  be  exempt  from  the 
worker's  compensation  provisions.  (Ef- 
fective 8/15/95) 

HB  1386  (Rep.  Charles  DeWitt) 

Requires  determination  that  environ- 
mental and  public  health  benefits  clearly 
outweigh  social  and  economic  costs 
prior  to  proposal  of  certain  rules  by  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality. 
(Effective  6/18/95) 

HB  1559  (Rep.  Sydnie  Mae  Durand) 

Authorizes  DOTD  to  adopt  rules  to 
establish  a  procedure  for  administrative 
review  of  citations  issued  by  weights  and 
standards  police.  (Effechve  8/15/95) 


HCR  261  (Rep.  Sam  Theriot) 

Requests  the  House  Committee  on 
Natural  Resources  and  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  Environmental  Quality  to 
study  DEQ's  handling  of  the  waste  tire 
remediation  program.  (Enrolled 
6/19/95) 

SB  636  (Sen.  Larry  Bankston) 

Creates  a  division  of  administrative 
law  to  handle  adjudications  and  serve  as 
advisers  on  rule-making  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Administrative  Procedure 
Act.  (Effective  10/1/95) 

SB  1376  (Sen.  Tom  Greene) 

Requires  loads  of  loose  materials  on 
motor  vehicles  to  be  covered.  (Effective 
8/15/95) 

*  Exempts  sugar. 

SR  73  (Sen.  Tom  Greene) 

Directs  the  state  inspector  general 
and  the  legislative  auditor  to  each  inde- 
pendently investigate  the  waste  tire 
remediation  program  and  the  environ- 
mental contracts  issuance  record  of  the 
department.  (Effective  6/19/95) 


American 

Sugar  Cane 

Lcaifuc 


mi  K.  Itiivuii  Huiid 

Thihodaiiv.  LA  7(l:llll 

(.l(inM,S:{7(l7 
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CAMECO  PRESENTS 


A  FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE  CANE  TRACTOR 

that  is: 
Rug<ie(l  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

18.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4  X  38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  with  Bumper 

For  More  Details  Contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Rd.  400  South  Canal  St. 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone    (504)447-7285  Phone    (318)276-6314 

FAX    (504)447-5735  FAX    (318)276-6314 
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Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 


LONG  PEST 
MANAGEMENT,  INC 

Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 


Crop  Management 
RSD  Testing 


Pest  Scouting 
Soil  Testing 


Henry  Long,  PhD.  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  BS.  Assoc.  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.O.  Box  1193.  Thibodaux.  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (Office)  (504)  449-6170  (Mobile) 


Machine  Control  Systems 


Landforming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

®  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


sasTop 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1:00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.   PATRICK  HWY 

GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256- 1 269         (504)  447-2696 
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C  L  A  S  S  I  F  I  E  D  S 


FOR  SALE:  1 986  Broussard  2-row  Cane  Har- 
vester, 3306  Caterpillar  Engine,  all 
hydraulic  updates  included,  field 
ready,  contact  Todd  Andre  at  (504) 
627-5837  or  (504)  627-6666. 


FOR  SALE:  1  -  LI  6  SP  Cane  Loader;  2  -Chain 
Net  Carts;  1  -  Lincoln  Welder  with 
trailer.  Call  D.  Landry  at  (504)  627- 
5191. 


FOR  SALE 

Hi  Crop  JD  4020  Top  Console; 

JD  2940;  12*  Grader  Blade  on 

Wheels;  12'  Water  Level 

Will  Take  Trade 

Call 

Grady  Dugas 

Parks,  LA 
318-845-4774 


FOR  SALE:      CAMECO  2-row  Harvester.  Call 
(504)  545-2564. 


FOR  SALE:  2-row  Broussard  Harvester  with  all 
hydraulic  updates;  2-row  Loader. 
Call  L&M  Decuirat(318)876- 
3796  (day),  or  (318)  876-3477 
(night). 


FOR  SALE:  1 968  Drott/Track  Backhoe,  Serial 
#724,  3400#.2  Buckets,  set  up  for 
Cane  Grab.  $12,500  or  best  offer. 
Call  Welcome  Farms,  Inc.  at  (504) 
473-8196  or  (504)  473-8068. 


FOR  SALE:  2  -  Davis  Transloader  Wag- 
ons; 1-1981  International  Hi-Crop 
tractor;  1  -  Zeringue  3-row  cultiva- 
tor with  Off-Bar  attachments;  1  - 
Ferguson  drain  cleaner.  Call  (504) 
644-1952. 


FOR  SALE:  Broussard  single-row  cane  cutter, 
JD  engine,  new  18.4  X  34  tires, 
sunstrain  pump,  row  flipper.  Ready 
to  cut.  Call  (31 8)  229-61 1 4  and  ask 
for  Vin. 

FOR  SALE:  40-foot  cane  trailer,  2  compart- 
ments, 30-ton  capacity,  with  new 
tires  and  brakes,  $6,500.  1968 
White  model  9000  truck,  250 
Cummins  engine,  1 0-speed  Road 
Ranger,  38,000-pound  rear  axle, 
very  good  condition,  $5,500.  Call 
(504)  369-2265  (day),  or  (504) 
369-6645  (night). 


JEANERETTE,  LOUISIANA 

Highway  182,  West 

318/276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

805  St.  Patrick  Highway 

504/447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LOUISIANA 

State  Highways  415  &  44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 

504/838-8343 


"Precision 
Ciiemicai 
Control" 


PENN-TEX 

Helicopters,  Inc. 

Jeanerette,  LA  •  318-276-7303 
Raceland,  LA  •  504-537-4333 


Sell  it  fast! 

Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place 

your  classified  ad 

in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 

long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 

FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today  s  careful  planning  is 

the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 

loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  Soutii  Louisiana 
~         Baton  Rouge  Opelousas  ^ 


LATMDBATJK 


(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461 


LENDER 

(EShalf   10,93) 


^1 

CELEBRATING     j^^^T^^T^N 

OUR  FIRST      /     ^^W^*\>. 

200  YEARS  1       f/75>^^^ 

^      0      B                   \L 

ail  ^^95 

\ ^1 
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200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  X  6'  Afgiian 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 


Mailing  List  Update 


G         Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front 
cover. 

D         I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Mail  to:  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

P.O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  U  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  U  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 
P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  U  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

1167HaymarketDr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE IH 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 
John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  U  70895 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
9357  Interline  Ave.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 


LOUISL\NA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  U  70301 

LOUISLVNA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCL\TION 
1010  Florida  Bvld.  Baton  Rouge,  U  70802 

LOUISUNA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  U  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

MONSANTO 
800N.  Lindbergh  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 
1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East  Broussard,  LA  70518 

5810  Airline  Hwy.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E. 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 

P.O.  Box  12014 

Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  587  Franklin,  U  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

P.O.  Box  340 

Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  81189 

Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  of  Huvai  Insurance  Group  ' 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE  CO.  INC. 
P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  U  70160 

SOUTHLAND  TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 
421  W.  Railroad  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607  St.  Martinville,  U  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 

New  Orleans,  U  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Daniels  W.  "Dan"  Duplantis 
King  Sucrose  UV 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 
and  Fair  Association  has  an- 
nounced that  Daniels  W.  "Dan" 
Duplantis  of  Lafourche  Parish  will  reign 
as  King  Sucrose  over  the  annual  festival. 
This  year's  festival  will  be  held  in  New 
Iberia,  Sept.  21-24,  1995. 

Duplantis  is  a  native  of  Raceland  and 
graduated  from  Holy  Savior  Catholic 
High  School.  He  received  a  bachelor  of 
science  degree  in  agronomy  from 
Nicholls  State  University. 

He  has  been  employed  by  Raceland 
Sugars,  Inc.,  formerly  South  Coast  Sug- 
ars, since  1970.  He  has  served  as  assistant 
field  manager,  field  manager  and  divi- 
sion manager.  Since  1983,  he  has  served 
as  executive  vice  president  and  general 
manger. 

Duplantis  is  presently  vice  chairman 
of  the  board  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 


League,  a  board  member  of  Premier 
Bank  -  South  Louisiana  Region,  and  a 
board  member  and  vice  president  of  the 
North  Lafourche  Levee  and  Conserva- 
tion District.  He  is  also  a  parishioner  of 
St.  Hilary  Catholic  Church. 

His  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Beary,  was  a  plantation  and  mill  ow^ner 
and  partner  with  Chief  Justice  Edw^ard 
Douglas  White  in  the  1900  era.  While  his 
paternal  grandfather,  Wallace  Duplantis, 
was  the  first  chief  engineer  of  the  South 
Coast  Corporation  during  the  1920  era. 

Duplantis  is  married  to  the  former 
Loretta  Breaux.  They  are  the  parents  of 
six  children,  Dan  Jr.,  Miriam,  Michael, 
Rachel,  Scott  and  James.  He  enjoys  hunt- 
ing, fishing  and  cooking. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
congratulates  Duplantis  for  being  se- 
lected as  King  Sucrose  LIV. 


HIS        IS  SUE 


About  the  Cover «* ,. «,..,...,..« „.,...,, 1 

Up  Front  with  the  League  ..,,..,,.„.« , .,..„.„ .,..„ 3 

by  Charlie  Melancon 

Washington  Update ,..,« .., , , , 7 

with  Don  Wallace 

Farm  Notes , .„ „.. , ..„.,13 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Environmental  Perspective  ,„.*..«. „„„ , , .,  15 

James  E  Coerver,  RE. 

Classified  Ads  .„ ,.., „.,19 


CAMEGO 


presents 


A  FourWheel  Drive  Cane  Tractor 


Rugged 


Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 


165  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

1 8.4  X  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

18.4x38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

3  Point  Hitch  Category  HI  with  Drawbar 

Double  Remote  Outlets 

Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

Front  Weights  and  Bumper 


For  more  details, 

contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

North  lOth  St.  (t  C\)ul()n  Road 

4(K)  South  Canal  St. 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Jcancrcttc,  LA  70544 

Phone  (504)  447-72H5 

Phone  (318)  276-6314 

FAX  (504)  447-5735 

FAX  (318)  276-6314 

P        FRONT       WIT 


BY  Charlie  Melancon 


Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  Fair 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 
and  Fair  Association  has  honored 
sugarcane  growers  and  proces- 
sors for  the  past  54  years.  We  at  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  hope  that 
you  will  join  with  us  in  our  support  of 
the  festival  and  participate  in  some  or  all 
of  the  upcoming  events.  Let  us,  the  sugar 
people  of  Louisiana,  support  the  Sugar 
Cane  Festival,  the  biggest  and  best  festi- 
val in  our  state. 

The  Sugar  Cane  Festival  has  many 
events  to  honor  all  of  us  in  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry.  The  four  day  event  in- 
cludes: 


Thursday,  Sept.  21 

Royal  Reception  in  honor  of  King  Su- 
crose. 

Friday,  Sept.  22 

Mass  and  Blessii^g  of  the  Crop  and  Har- 
vest Season,  Fair  Exhibits  and  Livestock 
Show,  High  Yield  Luncheon,  Needle- 
point, Quilt  and  Photography  Show, 
Reception  honoring  the  wife  of  King  Su- 
crose, Boat  Parade  and  Fireworks  dis- 
play. Harvest  Reception  in  honor  oi  Fes- 
tival Honorees. 


Saturday,  Sept.  23 

Coffee  honoring  Parish  Queens,  Child- 
ren's Parade,  Luncheon  honoring  Queen 
Sugar,  Coronation  of  Queen  Sugar  and 
Coronation  Ball. 


Sunday,  Sept.  24 

Liturgical  Celebration  honoring  the 
Sugar  Industry  and  Royalty. 

Throughout  the  weekend  there  is 
also  a  street  fair  and  a  fais-do-do. 


Many  people  do  not  realize  the  time 
and  effort  it  takes  to  put  on  such  an 
event.  On  behalf  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar 
Cane  Fair  and  Festival,  I  extend  to  you  an 
invitation  to  join  together  to  support  this 
memorable  event,  particularly  in  light  of 
this  year  being  the  bicentennial  for  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry.  The  festival, 
having  suffered  a  financial  setback  sev- 
eral years  ago 
from  Hurri- 
cane Andrew, 
needs  our  sup- 
port. Please 
consider  join- 
ing the  asso- 
ciation, and 
even  better, 
coming  to  the 
festival  on 
Sept.  21-24  in 
New  Iberia. 


HEAVY  LIFTING  POWER 
PLUS  CLEARANCE 
FOR  CANE 


John  Deere  7200  and  7400 
Hi-Crop  Tractors  lift  wide,  heavy 
bedders  and  cultivators  without 
hesitation.  Up  to  2,900  psi,  plus  a 
25.4-gpm  hydraulic  pump  option, 
lets  you  maintain  power  to  steer 
and  brake  while  you  lift.  Then, 
just  touch  a  rocker  switch  to 
return  the  tool  to  your  preset  depth. 


High  crop  clearance  matches 
your  needSf  with  better  than 
35  inches  under  each  axle.  And 
both  the  92-hp  7200  model  and 
100-hp  7400  have  John  Deere  diesel 
engines  that  provide  exceptional 
torque-rise  (36  percent  for  the  7400) 
for  continuous  power  and  pull  in 
soft,  bedded  soil  and  over  levees. 
Optional  Caster/Action"' 
MFWD  adds  extra  pull 
with  a  tight  turning  radius. 


^22  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)  828-1332 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)  365-6667 


Melancon  Equipment  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 
(318)  233-8645 


The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638^851 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-9861 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  446-5061 


Quality  Equipment  Co.  ^ 

Kaplan,  LA  /^S^ 

(318)  643-2249         ^=*^ 


"Precision 
Chemical 
Control" 


PENN-TEX 

Helicopters 


rEX  1 


Jeanerette,  La.  (318)  276-7303 
Raceland,  La.  (504)  537-4333 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)  447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)  638-8343 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  an(i  rebuilt  hi  crop  an(i  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  an\'  hard-to-fmd  parts.  We  buv  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hw\-.  90,  leanerette.  h\. 
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SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 


Please  .send  nie 


copy  (copies)  ohhc  From  The  Sugar  Boui  cookbook.  Cost  percop\'  Ls  $16. 9S, 


plus  $1.2''  t.Lx  (".S°<,),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  1  am  sending 
for  in\-  complete  order  is 

Name 


Address 


Phone 


•Make  c  he(  k  or  money  order  [lav'able  to: 
/■rorn  f'hc Sugar Houi  (.Sorrv,  noC^.ODs) 

Mail  to: 

From  Fhc  Sugar  lioui 

lOVSilverbell 

Lifayette.  lA  70S08 

(318)237-8902 


SPECIAL    VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON    REQUEST 


W  A  S  H  I  N  G  TON        UP  D  ATE 


WITH  Don  Wallace 


Rep.  Billy  Tauzin  Switches  to  GOP 

Rep.  W.J.  "Billy"  Tauzin  announced 
August  6  in  his  Louisiana  district  that  he 
has  "officially  and  enthusiastically" 
joined  the  Republican  Party,  ending 
months  of  speculation.  Specifying  the 
Democratic  Party's  unwillingness  to 
work  with  Democratic  Conservatives, 
Tauzin  said  he  felt  he  could  "more  effec- 
tively represent  his  constituents  as  a 
member  of  the  GOP."  Tauzin  was  a 
founding  member  of  the  "Blue  Dog  Coa- 
lition," consisting  of  Conservative  Dem- 
ocrats who  claim  the  party  leadership 
was  ignoring  Conservative  voices  within 
the  party.  A  member  of  the  Commerce 
and  Resources  committees,  Tauzin  will 
remain  on  those  panels  in  the  same  posi- 
tions he  holds  now.  Tauzin  said  he  will 
not  be  seeking  other  committee  slots,  but 
he  said  he  "would  not  rule  out  a  run  for 
Sen.  J.  Bennett  Johnston's  (D-LA)  seat  in 
the  next  election." 

Tauzin  joins  four  other  Democrats 
who  made  a  switch  to  the  Republican 
Party  during  the  104th  Congress,  bring- 
ing the  House  count  to  233  Republicans, 
201  Democrats  and  one  Independent. 
Other  party  switchers  include  Sens.  Ri- 
chard Shelby  of  Alabama,  Ben  Night- 
horse  Campbell  of  Colorado,  and  Reps. 
Nathan  Deal  of  Georgia  and  Greg 
Laughlin  of  Texas. 

Cochran  Introduces  Farm  Bill 
Proposal 

The  "Agricultural  Competitiveness 


Act  of  1995"  was  introduced  August  11 
by  Sen.  Thad  Cochran,  (R-MS)  chairman 
of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Production  and 
Price  Competitiveness  Subcommittee. 
The  bill  provides  "significant,  but  re- 
sponsible change,  dramatically  in- 
creased flexibility,  and  continued  inter- 
national competitiveness.  The  proposal 
is  aimed  at  enhancing  market  respon- 
siveness while  aiding  farmers  in  imple- 
menting crop  rotations,  yield  conserva- 
tion and  environmental  benefits."  Under 
the  proposal,  cropping  flexibility  will  in- 
crease from  25  percent  to  100  percent  as 
farmers  are  encouraged  to  respond  to 
market  conditions  by  allowing  them  to 
grow  most  any  crop  they  choose  on  their 
farms.  Non-paid  base  acres  would  in- 
crease from  15  percent  to  25  percent  re- 
sulting in  a  $5.7  billion  farm  spending 
savings  over  seven  years.  Many  tradi- 
tional farm  programs  for  cotton,  feed 
grains,  rice  and  wheat  are  retained,  along 
with  reforms  in  the  sugar  program.  Fol- 
lowing a  proposal  submitted  by  the  U.S. 
Sugar  industry,  the  act  "modifies  the 
sugar  program  to  ensure  its  'no-cost' 
operation,"  $30  million  plus  per  year  in 
federal  deficit  reduction,  maintains  an 
18-cent  loan  rate,  and  provides  new  con- 
sumer price  protection  while  meeting  all 
GATT  requirements. 

Original  cosponsors  include:  Sens. 
David  Pryor  (D-AR),  Paul  Coverdell 
(R-GA),  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC),  John 
Warner  (R-VA),  Larry  Craig  (R-ID),  Sam 
Nunn  (D-GA),  Trent  Lott  (R-MS), 
Bennett  Johnston  (D-LA),  John  Breaux 
(D-LA),    Strom    Thurmond    (R-SC), 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  X  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64. 80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General   "^^g?^    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist     (504)447-2696 


Connie  Mack  (R-FL),  Daniel  Inouye 
(D-HI),  Daniel  Akaka  (D-HI),  Dale 
Bumpers  (D-AR)  and  Mitch  McConnell 
(R-KY).  The  bill  is  expected  to  receive  se- 
rious consideration  by  the  Senate  Agri- 
culture Committee  when  Congress  re- 
turns after  the  August  recess. 

Agriculture  Chairman  Roberts 
Announces  Farm  Bill 

On  Aug.  4,  House  Agriculture  Chair- 
man Pat  Roberts,  (R-KS),  announced 
details  of  a  seven-year  farm  bill  titled 
"Freedom  to  Farm  Act."  According  to 
Roberts,  the  bill  would  give  farmers  flex- 
ibility to  plant  for  the  marketplace  while 
reducing  federal  regulations  and  meet- 
ing the  $13.4  billion  in  farm  program  cuts 
meant  to  help  balance  the  budget  by 
2002.  The  proposal  would  gradually  re- 
duce the  federal  payments  farmers  re- 


ceive for  their  crops,  guaranteeing  a 
"transition"  payment  over  the  next 
seven  years  based  on  a  percentage  of 
their  historical  payments.  Further,  an- 
nual set-asides  would  be  eliminated  and 
farm  and  crop-specific  regulations 
would  be  lifted,  allowing  farmers  to  vary 
crops  planted.  Specifically,  a  non-re- 
course marketing  assistance  loan  pro- 
gram would  be  setup  for  cotton,  wheat, 
feed  grains  and  oilseeds.  The  legislation 
would  then  replace  parts  of  the  com- 
modity titles  of  the  1995  farm  bill  and 
would  be  included  in  the  committee's 
reconciliation  bill  scheduled  for  markup 
Sept.  13-15,  and  due  to  the  House  Budget 
Committee  by  Sept.  22.  Roberts  noted 
that  he  will  spend  the  August  recess 
"selling"  his  plan  and  will  return  in  Sep- 
tember with  a  more  refined  version.  A 
sugar  provision  is  not  expected  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Freedom  to  Farm  Act. 


^^ 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMPENSATION     SELF    INSURERS     FUND 

101 0  FLORIDA  BOULEVARD  •  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  70802  •  (504)  344-8080  •  FAX  (504)  383-4793  •  (800)  349-3440 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 


Class  Code 
Description 

Competition 

Rates/$100 

LCTA-SIF 

Rates/$100 

Head  to  Head 
Savings 

Sugarcane  Milling 

16.71 

10.40 

37.8% 

Sugar  Refining 

5.72 

4.07 

28.8% 

Sugar  Cane  Plantation 

15.58 

11.68 

25% 

&  Drivers 

Clerical/Office 

1.01 

0.61 

39.6% 

Your  business  may  qualify  for  up  to  an  additional  15%  prompt  pay  discount. 

Call  now  for  a  quote  on  affordable  coverage! 
(800)  349-3440 


Bill  Introduced  to  Remove  Crop 
Insurance  Requirement  From 
Commodity  Program  Eligibility 

House  Agriculture  Committee  Chair- 
man Pat  Roberts  (R-KS),  along  with 
Reps.  Frank  Lucas  (R-OK)  and  Helen 
Chenoweth  (R-ID),  has  introduced  legis- 
lation which  will  eliminate  the  require- 
ment that  farmers  buy  catastrophic  crop 
insurance  to  gain  participation  in  com- 
modity programs.  The  bill  would  force 
farmers  to  waive  their  right  to  disaster 
assistance  if  they  declined  minimal  crop 
insurance.  Farmers  would  be  allowed  to 
plant  replacement  crops  on  the  farm  as 
long  as  conservation  compliance  was 
maintained  on  all  affected  acreage  and 
the  producer  agreed  not  to  harvest  the 
original  crop.  Agriculture  Secretary  Dan 
Glickman  voiced  his  concern  over  major 
changes  stating  he  "believes  program 


stability  and  minor  adjustment  can  help 
work  out  the  kinks"  in  the  current  sys- 
tem. According  to  Roberts,  the  Congres- 
sional Budget  Office  gives  his  bill  a 
seven-year  savings  of  $180  million.  In- 
surance was  linked  with  program  par- 
ticipation in  reform  legislation  passed 
last  year  in  an  effort  to  avoid  demands 
for  help  when  weather  ruined  crops. 

USDA  Reassigns  Louisiana  Allocations 

In  a  report  released  by  the  USDA 
Aug.  9,  a  total  of  849  short  tons  of  raw 
cane  sugar  was  reassigned  from  Louisi- 
ana processors  with  surplus  allocation  to 
Louisiana  processors  with  surplus  pro- 
duction. No  reassignments  were  made  in 
Hawaii  due  to  an  increase  in  expected  FY 
production,  totaling  only  700  tons  of 
deficit.  Another  reassignment  is  ex- 
pected in  early  September. 


You're  First  as  First  South  PC  A 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


Donna  Thibodeaux 

New  Iberia 


First  South  PCA 


m 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 
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World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

According  to  an  Aug.  11  USDA  release, 
U.S.  sugar  production  in  FY  1995-96  is 
forecast  at  7.65  million  short  tons  raw 
value  (STRV),  a  30,000-ton  decrease  from 
last  month's  forecast  and  4.2  percent  less 
than  1994-95.  Production  in  Louisiana  is 
revised  to  920,000  tons.  Florida  is  down 
to  1.7  million.  On  July  28,  the  USDA  an- 
nounced a  tariff  rate  quota  for  sugar 
imports  of  1,256,000  STRV  for  FY 
1995-96,  taking  into  accoimt  lower  deliv- 
eries in  1994-95. 1994-95  non-quota  im- 
ports are  up  30,000  tons.  Forecast  sugar 


deliveries  are  down  because  of  slower 
than  anticipated  deliveries  to  date.  Fore- 
cast ending  stocks  are  raised  to  83,000 
tons. 


Assistant  Manager 

needed  for 
Sugar  Plantation  in  St.  Maiy  Parish 

Send  r6sum6  to: 

Assistant  Manager 

c/o  American  Sugar  Cane  League 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 

Thibodaux.  LA  70302-0938 
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AHD  SEE 

FOR 
YOmELFl 


You're  running  a  business,  and  it  should  be  profitable. 

Advantages:  Total  1 00%  right  off  •  ^^  Call  for 

FREE  maintenance  •  You  just  add  fuel      ^^  Low 

•  Know  your  cost  in  advance  r^wHouArc   Rental  Cost. 


GB 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


HOUMA 

1210  ST  CHARLES  ST 
504  876-2280 
800  969-0068 


BROUSSARD 

3811  Hwy  90  East 
318  837-2763 
800  960-0067 


BATON  ROUGE 

5810  Airline  Hwy 
504  355-7716 
800  960-0069 


BAYOU  SERVICE  CO.,  INC 


Edward  Pommier 
229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
229-8136 


KAHE  KARTS  AND  PLANTERS  AIDS 


M^^^> 


W^^^-^^-^ 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


^.M 


1105  Boutte  Rd.      Loreauville,  LA      318-229-6415 
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FARM        NOTES 


BY  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Report  -  Time  for  Polado  -  Harvest  Schedule 
Finish  the  Pianting  Operation  with  Weed  Controi 


Summer  rains  have  fallen  for  the 
last  month  and  much  of  the  cane 
belt  has  received  a  normal  amount 
of  rain.  Typical  grou^th  of  the  crop  has  re- 
sumed after  falling  behind  with  the  early 
summer  dry  weather  that  many  fields 
experienced.  However,  some  older 
stubble,  some  black  land,  and  cane  in- 
fected with  RSD  and  other  diseases  con- 
tinue to  lag  behind  in  growth.  The  crop, 
as  a  whole  as  of  Aug.  17,  does  have  ad- 
equate height  and  is  still  on  track  for  cane 
yields  that  approximate  last  year's  pro- 
duction. Early  spring  estimates  of  the 
crop,  following  the  mild  winter,  pro- 
jected nearly  10  percent  more  cane  than 
last  year.  However,  with  the  early  sum- 
mer drought  and  other  problems  experi- 
enced this  year,  August  predictions  are 
for  only  six  to  eight  percent  more  cane  in 
the  industry  as  compared  to  last  year's 
9,651,715  tons  of  cane  ground.  There  are 
still  many  opportunities  to  lose  that  yield 

-  drought,  hurricanes,  early  freezes,  etc. 

-  and  consequently,  these  estimates 
which  are  based  on  opinions  from  grow- 
ers, consultants,  extension  personnel, 
and  League  agronomists  should  be  taken 
with  that  understanding.  Of  course,  the 
sugar  yield  is  variable  and  will  deter- 
mine whether  the  industry  sets  any 
records  in  terms  of  sugar  production. 

One  bright  spot  in  this  year's  produc- 
tion has  been  the  absence  of  any  signifi- 
cant amount  of  borer  infestation.  Dr. 
Dale  PoUet,  Louisiana  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension entomologist  and  others  have 
indicated  that  less  than  30,000  acres  have 


been  treated  thus  far  in  Louisiana.  Con- 
versations with  consultants,  aerial  appli- 
cators, research /extension  personnel  and 
others  predict  that  less  than  50,000  acres 
will  be  treated  by  season's  end.  Most  feel 
that  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  weather 
conditions  experienced  this  summer,  a 
very  effective  scouting  program,  fire 
ants,  and  the  chemicals  that  are  currently 
available  for  use.  With  increasing  costs  of 
production,  a  reduced  expenditure  for 
borer  treatment  is  greatly  welcomed  by 
the  industry  in  1995. 

Time  for  Polado 

It  is  now  time  to  plan  on  the  applica- 
tions of  Polado  for  those  growers  that 
wish  to  use  this  cane  ripener.  While  there 
are  still  some  who  are  skeptical  about  its 
effectiveness,  most  growers  now  use  the 
material  on  their  oldest  stubble.  Some 
growers  also  use  it  on  cane  other  than 
their  oldest  stubble.  Many  growers  have 
tried  to  have  enough  Polado-treated 
cane  to  last  until  early  or  mid-November 
when  natural  ripening  normally  takes 
over.  Since  the  recommendation  for 
Polado  treatment  calls  for  between  21 
and  35  days  of  treatment  before  harvest, 
for  those  mills  that  are  expecting  to  start 
in  late  September  or  early  October,  the 
time  for  the  initial  applications  may  have 
already  past  when  this  article  is  read.  The 
sugarcane  ripener  recommendations  are 
available  from  the  county  agent's  office 
and  contain  the  complete  information 
with  regards  to  application  rates  for  the 
use  of  Polado,  variety  reaction,  time  of 
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application  and  other  pertinent  informa- 
tion. If  you  are  going  to  use  Polado,  then 
it  should  be  used  as  efficiently  and  effec- 
tively as  possible  for  you  to  get  the  best 
chance  of  receiving  a  financial  return. 

There  are  also  some  questions  con- 
cerning the  use  of  Polado  on  short  cane. 
In  an  experiment  conducted  in  1988,  it 
was  found  that  under  that  year's  good 
September  growing  conditions,  the  extra 
sugar  per  ton,  as  a  result  of  the  Polado, 
was  offset  by  the  tonnage  received  dur- 
ing the  treatment  period.  The  result  was 
no  different  between  Polado-treated  and 
non-treated  fields  in  sugar  per  acre. 
However,  there  was  a  better  burn  in  the 
Polado-treated  cane,  less  cane  to  haul  to 
the  factory  and  less  cane  for  the  factory  to 
grind. 

As  a  result  of  all  experiments  con- 
ducted on  the  use  of  Polado,  many  grow- 
ers feel  that  in  normal  height  cane, 
Polado,  more  times  than  not,  will  pro- 
vide an  economic  return.  In  short,  for 
cane  that  barely  reaches  the  harvester 
carrier  system,  the  use  of  Polado  may  be 
questionable  and  the  economic  results 
probably  depend  more  on  other  factors. 
In  short  cane  that  on  treatment  day  does 
not  reach  the  carrier  chains  of  the  har- 
vester, the  extra  growth  that  may  happen 
(depending  upon  the  weather  in  Sep- 
tember and  October)  can  result  in  a  bet- 
ter return  than  the  extra  sugar  which 
may  remain  in  the  field  because  the  cane 
is  too  short  to  be  harvested  well. 

Harvest  Schedule 

Whether  you  use  Polado  or  not,  all 
growers  need  to  have  a  planned  harvest 
schedule  before  they  start  the  season.  Of 
course,  changes  probably  need  to  be 
made  as  the  harvest  season  progresses, 
but  an  initial  plan  of  attack  is  vital  if  you 
are  to  get  the  most  sugar  per  acre  from 
every  block  of  cane  you  harvest.  Numer- 
ous factors  have  a  bearing  on  when  a 


field  will  have  the  maximum  yield  of 
sugar  and  when  can  that  sugar  be  most 
easily  and  effectively  captured.  Some  of 
these  factors  are  that  each  variety  ma- 
tures differently.  Plant  cane  and  stubble 
crops  mature  differently.  Different  soil 
types  dictate  when  each  field  should  be 
harvested,  especially  in  light  of  varying 
weather  conditions.  Different  headlands 
can  support  cane  transport  to  varying 
degrees  under  wet  or  dry  weather  condi- 
tions. Each  season's  weather  -  rain  and 
temperature  -  causes  cane  to  mature  dif- 
ferently and  drainage  can  have  an  effect 
on  maturity.  Developing  an  effective  har- 
vest schedule  might  not  be  the  easiest 
task  in  the  world  but  it  is  certainly  one 
that  can  make  a  difference  in  profit  or 
loss  from  any  particular  field.  Take  the 
time  to  look  at  all  factors  and  then  make 
a  schedule  to  accommodate  as  many  of 
them  as  possible.  It  should  pay  off  with 
the  highest  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  pos- 
sible. 

Finish  the  Planting  Operation  with 
Weed  Control 

A  good  planting  season  is  not  com- 
plete until  an  effective  weed  control  pro- 
gram has  been  implemented.  Many  re- 
searchers agree  that  it  is  best  to  apply 
herbicides  immediately  following  the 
planting  operation.  An  effective  applica- 
tion of  recommended  chemicals  can  pro- 
vide the  best  control  of  weeds  to  insure 
that  cane  has  the  optimum  conditions  for 
germinahon  and  regrowth  in  the  fall  and 
in  the  spring.  It  is  said  that  the  best  weed 
control  is  a  good  stand  of  cane.  The  way 
to  get  the  best  stand  of  cane  often  starts 
with  good  weed  control  practices  follow- 
ing an  efficient  planting  operation.  Hav- 
ing spent  a  significant  percentage  of  the 
cost  of  production  to  plant  that  acre, 
don't  cut  it  short — apply  herbicides  to 
get  an  effective  weed  control  program 
started. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants.  Inc. 

Environmental  Audits  and  Confidentiality 


^ ^  I  1  nvironmental  auditing"  is  a 
|-H  relatively  new  term  refer- 
■  ^  ring  to  the  management 
practice  of  periodically  examining  and 
evaluating  environmental  aspects  of  fa- 
cilities and  operations  in  order  to  iden- 
tify environmental  assets  and  deficien- 
cies, and  opportunities  for  environmen- 
tal improvement  and  economy.  Estab- 
lishments conducting  these  introspective 
examinations  often  use  independent 
auditing  experts  where  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient expertise  in-house.  In  view  of  the 
severe  public  relations  and  financial  pen- 
alties that  can  accrue  as  a  result  of  an  en- 
vironmental transgression,  environmen- 
tal audits  would  seem  to  be  a  prudent 
course  of  action  for  management.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  matter  is  not  quite  so  simple 
and  straightforward. 

As  a  result  of  unrestrained  environ- 
mental legislation  and  bureaucratic  rule 
making,  driven  more  by  emotion  than 
common  sense,  there  is  now  an  enor- 
mous volume  of  federal  and  state  laws 
on  environmental  protection,  much  of 
which  is  incomprehensible.  A  "BNA"  li- 
brary of  regulations  occupies  four  book 
shelves,  three-feet  wide,  with  printing  on 
thin  paper  in  very  small  type.  The  bulk  of 
current  rules  accumulated  in  the  past  20 
years,  and  most  rules  and  standards 
have  been  amended  several  times  since 
originally  promulgated.  Many  of  the 
rules  serve  no  useful  purpose  but  are 
costly  to  comply  with  and  are  punishable 
by  fines  if  violated,  and  by  imprisonment 
if  deliberately  violated. 


Many  manufacturing  establishments 
and  most  sugar  mills  and  farms  were  op- 
erating long  before  applicable  environ- 
mental regulations  were  promulgated 
and  before  Earth  Day  was  more  impor- 
tant than  Independence  Day.  In  a  compli- 
cated manufacturing  process,  especially 
a  long-established  process,  it  is  rare  that 
unknown  and  undetected  violations  are 
not  occurring  or  have  not  occurred.  Most 
such  "violations"  go  undetected  because 
they  are  not  causing  a  discharge  or  emis- 
sion permit  limit  to  be  exceeded,  or  are 
not  causing  any  environmental  degrada- 
tion at  all.  Obviously,  good  management 
practice  would  be  to  look  for  any  and  all 
as  yet  undetected  environmental  prob- 
lems and  correct  them  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. By  doing  so,  the  environment  and 
the  public  both  benefit. 

A  comparable  situation  occurs  in 
non-environmental  business  and  per- 
sonal affairs.  An  even  larger  volume  of 
business  and  tax  laws  govern  these  af- 
fairs. In  these  cases,  an  individual  or 
business  can  consult  an  attorney  to  "au- 
dit" affairs  and  identify  and  correct  legal 
deficiencies.  These  communications  are 
privileged  and  confidential  —  a  right 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  A  minor 
error  caused  by  misinterpretation  or  ig- 
norance of  a  complicated  law,  corrected 
promptly,  does  not  become  fodder  for 
unjustified  and  costly  federal  or  state  liti- 
gation and  a  flogging  by  the  news  media. 

The  problem  with  internal  environ- 
mental audits  is  that  under  Louisiana  en- 
vironmental law,  audit  communications 
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are  not  privileged.  Environmental  audit 
documents  can  be  discovered  by  LDEQ 
and  citizens  action  groups.  They  can  be 
used  as  evidence  of  past  irresponsible  or 
unlawful  behavior  in  litigation  to  extort 
fines  or  to  punish  for  theoretical  or 
imaginary  damages.  A  classic  example  of 
what  can  happen  is  provided  by  Coors 
Brewery,  which  was  fined  $237,000  by 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  of 
Colorado  for  finding  and  reporting  a 
previously  unknown,  inadvertent,  and 
certainly  unwanted  loss  of  ethyl  alcohol 
to  the  atmosphere  from  the  brewing  pro- 
cess (April  1994  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulle- 
tin). 

The  action  of  the  Colorado  Environ- 
mental Agency  in  the  Coors  case  so  in- 
censed the  Colorado  Legislature  that  a 
law  was  passed  promptly  to  henceforth 
protect  the  confidentiality  of  such  inter- 
nal audits.  Many  states  also  adopted 
similar  laws  to  prevent  miscarriage  of 


Ask  3rour  LAND 
BANK  ASSOCIATION 
about     ...   financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most   Louisiana  farmers  today 
are  looking  at  ways   to   increase 
Oieir  producUvily  ...   buy  or  im- 
prove land   ...   build   new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION 
can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans   that   need 
financing,   see   die   people  at  Uie 
Land    Bank  Association   to 
discuss  our  various   loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 
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justice  such  as  in  the  Coors  case.  A  bill  in- 
tended to  restore  these  constitutionally 
guaranteed  rights  to  Louisiana  citizens 
and  businesses  died  on  the  Senate  Calen- 
dar when  the  1995  regular  session  ad- 
journed. 

The  delays  causing  the  demise  of  the 
1995  Louisiana  House-approved  bill  can 
be  attributed  to  opposition  of  LDEQ  and 
environmental  activists.  Environmental- 
ists claimed,  falsely,  that  the  law^  would 
allow  industries  to  ''cover  up"  serious 
environmental  hazards.  In  truth,  the  law 
does  not  relieve  anyone  of  the  obligation 
to  report  to  LDEQ  everything  that  is  re- 
quired by  law  and  environmental  per- 
mits to  be  reported;  and  these  reports  are 
public  records. 

Shortly  before  the  Legislature  ad- 
journed. The  Advocate  reported  that 
Exxon  Corp.  recently  conducted  an  envi- 
ronmental audit  at  the  Resins  Finishing 
Plant.  Exxon  discovered  that  one  of  its 
storage  tanks  did  not  have  a  proper 
emissions  control  device,  and  records  on 
tank  usage  were  not  being  kept.  The  tank 
was  taken  out  of  service  and  the  situation 
was  reported  voluntarily  to  both  LDEQ 
and  USEPA.  Although  no  significant  en- 
vironmental harm  occurred  as  a  result  of 
the  oversight,  Exxon  was  fined  $152,000. 
A  fine  that  size  may  not  be  a  big  thing  for 
Exxon,  but  how  many  sugar  mills  can 
afford  a  $152,000  hit  for  finding  and  cor- 
recting a  minor  defect  or  recording  error 
that  is  presently  unknown  because  it  is 
not  causing  any  perceptible  damage? 
Why  even  look  for  such  trouble?  Mill 
and  farm  managers  obviously  need  to 
think  through  the  situation  before  under- 
taking  an  "environmental  audit,"  the 
confidentiality  of  which  is  not  protected. 

Both  the  USEPA  and  LDEQ  advocate 
environmental  auditing,  and  both  op- 
pose states  adopting  "confidentiality" 
laws.  However,  the  USEPA  is  at  least 
aware  of  the  dilemma  for  businesses. 


EPA  Administrator  Carol  Browner  an- 
nounced in  late  June  that  small  firms 
with  fewer  than  100  employees  would 
soon  be  given  a  grace  period  of  six 
months  to  fix  environmental  problems 
and  avoid  fines.  However,  new  budget 
limitations  are  causing  the  EPA  to  hand 
all  small  business  problems  over  to  the 
states  and  keep  the  larger  "deep  pock- 
ets" to  themselves.  LDEQ  vigorously 
opposed  the  1995  confidentiality  bill  and 
criticized  the  1995  Legislature  for  cutting 
its  budget  and  revenue  sources. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  every  farm 
and  mill  ought  to  regularly  conduct  en- 
vironmental audits.  But  until  such  time 
as  Louisiana  gets  a  confidentiality  law,  it 
may  be  more  prudent  for  management 
to  simply  ascertain  that  all  environmen- 
tal laws  and  environmental  permit  re- 
quirements are  complied  with  to  the  let- 
ter, allow  no  unnecessary  or  unrequired 
reports  to  be  written,  and  correct  any 
emerging  environmental  problems  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  audit  confidentially  bill  will 
surely  be  reintroduced  at  the  Legislature 
at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Sugar  millers 
and  farmers  need  to  communicate  to 
their  legislators  the  need  for  this  bill.  It  is 
far  better  to  get  these  unknown  paper- 
work and  other  environmental  errors 
corrected  promptly  than  to  allow  a 
rrioney  hungry  state  agency  to  severely 
fine  anyone  who  looks  and  finds. 


Long  Pest 
Miinagement,  Inc. 
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Soil  testing 


Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Consultant 

Steve  Hoak,  B.S.,  Associate  Consultant 

Daniel  Long,  Field  Scout  &  Intern 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

P.  O.  Box  1193,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)       (504)  449-6170  (mobile) 


For  efficiency  &  accuracy  in 

precision  grading,  consider 

the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  Reduce  man-hours  per  project 

•  Easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.  0.  Box  108 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Heame  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 

*  All  Hydraulic  * 

7'  X  25'  Carrying  Capacity 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Heame  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 
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FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS, 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM^'  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Senes  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  1 30  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
18-speedfull-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  1 8  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 


luxury.  From  the  ergonomically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)  667-6535 


Gremillion's,  Inc.    Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

New  Roads,  LA  Jeanerette,  LA 

(504)638-6347  (318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 
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St.  James  Sugar  Co-op 
Beets  Wood  President 

Gerald  "J^rry"  Wood  has  been 
elected  president  of  St.  James 
Sugar  Cooperative,  Inc.  at  the 
recent  annual  meeting.  Wood  replaces 
RA.  Graugnard,  Jr.,  who  retired  after 
serving  as  the  only  president  of  the  coop- 
erative during  its  50  years  of  existence. 
Wood,  a  sugarcane  farmer  and  cattle- 
man in  St.  James  Parish,  is  also  president 
of  Welcome  Farms,  Inc.  He  attended 
Nicholls  State  University  and  graduated 
from  Louisiana  State  University  in  1964. 
Active  in  agriculture,  he  is  past  presi- 
dent of  West  St.  James  Farm  Bureau,  St. 
James  Cattlemen  Association  and  St. 
James  Parish  LSU  Alumni  Association. 
He  has  held  various  positions  with  LSU 
and  St.  James  4-H  foundations,  LSU 
Alumni     Block 
and  Bridle  Club, 
and  the  Louisi- 
ana Farm  Bureau 
Sugar  Advisory 
Committee. 

Wood  is  mar- 
ried to  the 
former  Barbara 
Waguespack  of 
Vacherie  and  is 
the  father  of  four 
daughters. 
Wood 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
for  Sugar  Cane 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (31 8)  367-8233 


ASS  IF  I  ED  S 


FOR  SALE:  2-row  Broussard  harvester  with 
all  hydraulic  updates;  two-row 
loader.  Call  L  &  M  Decuir  at 
(318)  876-3796  (day)  or  (318) 
876-3477  (night). 

FOR  SALE:  Broussard  single-row  cane  cut- 
ter, JD  engine,  new  tires  1 8.4  X 
34  tires,  sunstrain  pump,  row 
flipper.  Ready  to  cut.  Call  (31 8) 
229-6114  and  ask  for  Vin. 

FOR  SALE:  40-foot  cane  trailer,  two  com- 
partments, 30-ton  capacity, 
with  new  tires  and  brakes, 
$6,500.  1968  White  model 
9000  truck,  250  Cummins  en- 
gine, 10-speed  Road  Ranger, 
38,000-pound  rear  axle,  very 
good  condition,  $5,500.  Call 
(504)  369-2265  (day),  or  (504) 
369-6645  (night). 

FOR  SALE:  Case  3294  -  $12,000;  Single- 
row,  Double  Flight  Broussard 
harvester  with  four-cylinder  Cat 
engine  -$17,000.  Call  (318) 
365-5952. 

FOR  SALE:  One-row  Broussard  cane  cut- 
ter; one-row  Broussard  cane 
loader;  IH  1486  tractor.  Call 
Kent  Soileau  at  (318)  838-2459 
home  or  (318)  879-1300  mo- 
bile. 

FOR  SALE:  1 978  Broussard  self-propelled 
loader  with  ditching  bucket  - 
$21,000;  1 977  F-900  truck  with 
hydraulic  dump  bed  (400  bu. 
capacity)  -  $5,500;  JD  1010 
field  cultivator  36-foot  -  $6,000. 
Call  Paul  Schexnayderat  (504) 
638-3002. 

FOR  SALE:  SP-2000  Cameco  self-pro- 
pelled field  loader  with  JD  en- 
gine; Talbot  mechanical  drum 
planter;  2500  Series  Int'l  truck, 
conventional  400  Cummins 
engine,  nine-speed  transmis- 
sion, and  new  tires.  Call  David 
Jarreau  at  (504)  627-9577. 


'i^Sweet 


"A  Sweet  Surprise"  takes  young  readers  on  a  tour  of  a  sugar  cane  mill  and  introduces 
one  of  Louisiana's  oldest  industries.  In  this  original  story  by  Pamela  Folse  of 
Vacherie,  Lovey  and  Therese  have  a  "sweet  surprise"  for  Juan  Diego,  a  Mexican 
immigrant  living  on  a  South 
Louisiana  sugar  cane  farm  with  his  father,  a  field  hand. 
Before  revealing  the  surprise,  the  children  tour  a  mill  and 
discover  how  cane  becomes  sugar.    Beautifully  illustrated 
by  Geralyn  Millet,  also  of  Vacherie.  This  is  a  durable,  hardcover 
children's  book 


"We  in  the  Louisiana  sugar 

industry  are  excited  about  this 

book  and  highly  recommend  it 

for  children  of  all  ages." 


— Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  Chairman, 
Bicentennial  Committee, 
American  Sugar  Cane 
League  of  the  USA 
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Order  Early 


Sf 


signed  copies  at  $14.95  each  = 
Add  4%  La.  Sales  Tax  = 
Add  $2.00  Shipping  &  Handling  Per  Book  = 

Total  Enclosed  = 

Return  with  Check  to  Blue  Heron  Press 

RO.  Box  550  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

We  will  ship  anywhere  in  the  continental  U.S.A. 
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Mailing  Ust  Update 

G    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front 

cover. 

G    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

Please  remove 

my 

name 

from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 

Address 
City 

State                     Zip 

Mail  to: 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 
P.O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaiix,  LA  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoiecin  ille,  U  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 
P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

1167HaymarketDr. 

Baton  Rouge,  U  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  U  70302 

CASE IH 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  U  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANT 
John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  U  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  U  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
9357  Interline  Ave.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 


LOUISLVNA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

LOUISL\NA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 
1010  Florida  Bvld.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

LOUISL^A  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  U  70737 

MONSANTO 
800N.  Lindbergh  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  70360 

3811  Hwy.  90  East  Broussard,  LA  70518 

5810  Airline  Hwy.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E. 

New  Iberia,  U  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 

P.O.  Box  12014 

Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  587  Franklin,  LA  70538 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

P.O.  Box  340 

Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  81189 

Lafayette,  U  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE  CO.  INC. 
P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

SOUTHLAND  TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 
421  W.  Railroad  Church  Point,  U  70525 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 

New  Orleans,  U  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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